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Children play at the edge of a mosaic fountain at the new Shannon Community Center in Dublin.
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Rain and clouds didn’t deter the City of Dublin from breaking ground April 7 on Fallon Sports Park. On hand for the event were Dublin Mayor Tim 
Sbranti (third from right), Councilwoman Kate Ann Scholz (second from left) and Councilman Don Biddle, (fourth from right), joined by league 
representatives and youth players from Dublin United Soccer. The park is scheduled for completion in spring 2011.
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Work starts on Fallon Sports Park

$8 million in stimulus funds headed to Camp Parks

Lawsuit 
seeks to stop 
Staples Ranch 
development

BY JANET PELLETIER
 Work has officially begun on the Fallon 
Sports Park on the eastern edge of Dublin.
 Bordered by Fallon Road and Gleason 
Drive and just south of the Dublin Ranch Golf 
Course, the 60-acre multi-use sports facility 
will include two baseball diamonds, two light-
ed soccer fields, two lighted softball fields, 
four lighted basketball courts, four lighted 
tennis courts, a BMX course, restrooms, con-
cession space and 225 parking spaces. It will 
be the city’s largest athletic facility.
 Phase I, which will encompass 27 of the 60 
acres, began this month, with a groundbreak-

ing April 7. The bid for that portion of the proj-
ect was awarded to Robert A. Bothman, Inc. for 
$9.27 million, which was $3 million below a 
city engineer’s estimate of $12.7 million. The 
city believes it secured the reduced offer as a 
result of the downturn in the economy.
 The project is not fully funded because of 
delays to housing developments in Dublin, 

which contributes to the city’s public facility 
fee fund, according to Linda Maurer, an assis-
tant to the city manager. But, the Dublin City 
Council decided at its March 19 meeting to 
authorize a loan to the public facility fee fund 
from the city’s General Fund reserves for $6.3 
million. The city also estimates it will receive 
$1.2 million from the East Bay Regional Park 
District’s Measure WW, which was passed by 
voters in November. 
 “The Fallon Sports Park project is a criti-
cal piece for the city’s parks and recreation 
system and it needs to move forward as soon 

Construction begins  
when Dublin is facing 

$3-million budget shortfall

 Environmental groups  
claim roadway clouds  

earlier studies on land use

FILE PHOTO

Development of Staples Ranch, seen above, is 
being challenged in court by two environmental 
groups.

BY JEB BING
 Two environmental groups and a citizens’ 
coalition called Safe Streets Pleasanton have 
asked the Alameda County Superior Court 
to halt a series of multi-million-dollar devel-
opment projects on Pleasanton’s northeast 
border with Livermore until a revised Envi-
ronmental Impact Report can be prepared, 
certified and approved.
 At issue is an EIR certified Feb. 24 in a 3-2 
vote by the Pleasanton City Council that in 
effect gave the go-ahead for the development 
of Staples Ranch, an unincorporated 124-acre 
parcel currently owned by Alameda County at 
the southwest corner of I-580 and El Charro 
Road. In February, after several years of public 
hearings, the council agreed to develop the land 
in concert with an agreement with the county 
and at the same time to allow the extension of 
Stoneridge Drive through Staples to connect to 
El Charro and Livermore.
 In their suit, the San Francisco-based Center 
for Biological Diversity and Alameda Creek 
Alliance joined Safe Streets Pleasanton in argu-
ing that the council’s approval of the Stoneridge 
Drive extension violated the California Environ-
mental Quality Act (CEQA) because that action 
was not part of the earlier EIR for the entire 
site development. They want all development 
stopped until a new EIR is prepared, circulated 
and certified that complies with CEQA.
 Attorneys both for the city of Pleasanton and 
Alameda County heard the complaints by the 
two outside organizations and Pleasanton envi-
ronmentalists Mark Emerson and Matt Mor-
rison, a tax research specialist who is also active 
in the Sierra Club and at one time worked with 
proponents of the Staples Ranch development 

 A total of $8 million will soon be headed 
to Camp Parks Reserve Forces Training Area 
in Dublin for the renovation of barracks and 
housing quarters.

 Congressman Jerry McNerney, D-Pleas-
anton, who lobbied for the funds, said the 
military site will be receiving the money at 
the end of this month. 

 The $8 million is coming from the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act, better 
known as the $787-billion stimulus package. 

 The funds will be used for two projects 

aimed to improve the lives of soldiers sta-
tioned there. Approximately $4.7 million 
will be used to renovate barracks for soldiers 
who are on short-term training assignments. 
Another $3.2 million will be dedicated to 
renovating housing for personnel assigned 
to Camp Parks on a more permanent basis. 

 “At a time when increasing demands are 
being placed on our troops, we need to make 
sure their housing needs are met,” McNerney 
said. “Soldiers at Camp Parks are often far 
away from their families and homes. These 

funds will help make sure they are provided 
for while serving our country.” 

 A timeline for the work will be estab-
lished as the money is received.

 The U.S. Army’s 91st Division trains at 
Camp Parks, which is the training area for an 
estimated 250 reserve component units and 
20,000 reservists in Northern California.

 Camp Parks is named after Rear Admiral 
Charles W. Parks, CEC, USN, according to 
the California State Military Museum. 

—Janet Pelletier

See LAWSUIT on Page 6See SPORTS PARK on Page 6
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Last year, Tri-Valley teens made more than 3,000 visits to our  

CARF-certified Teen Drug and Alcohol Recovery Program, which  
is located in our newly opened Axis Behavioral Health facility at  

6666 Owens Drive in Pleasanton.

For information about our services or to arrange a tour,  
please call 925.201.6201 or email 

asousa@axishealth.org

Axis Community Health...here when you need us. 
www.axishealth.org

A Professional Accounting Corporation
You’re More Than Just a Number!

Julie Loomis, CPA

Filing An Extension

IMPORTANT

Independence is all about choice. In how you 
grow your mind…In how you relax your 

body…In how you nurture your spirit. The 
Parkview is all about choice. Because you’re old 
enough to do whatever you choose.

The Parkview features apartments with 
kitchenettes and an array of  amenities. Separate 
memory care accommodations are on-site.

Call today for more information 
or to schedule a tour.

WHEN LIVING ALONE
BECAME TOO DIFFICULT,
I KNEW I NEEDED A
CHANGE. AS MUCH AS I
LOVE MY CHILDREN, 
MOVING IN WITH THEM 
SIMPLY WASN’T AN 
OPTION FOR ME. I LIKE 
THE PRIVACY OF MY OWN 
APARTMENT. I’VE BEEN 
INDEPENDENT ALL MY 
LIFE, AND I PLAN
TO STAY THAT WAY.

100 VALLEY AVENUE (FORMERLY JUNIPERO ST.) 
PLEASANTON

925-461-3042
WWW.ESKATON.ORG   MANAGED BY ESKATONLicense #015601283

THE INDEPENDENCE YOU WANT, THE ASSISTANCE YOU NEED.

ALL TYPES OF BIKES

SINCE 1965

www.dublincyclery.com

Across From City Offices

Road Bikes* at Significantly Reduced Prices 
Some more than 50% off

*Select items only

Truly, we are 
“Everything Bicycles.”

(925) 828-8676

SELLING FRESH AIR, SUNSHINE,  
FUN & HEALTH
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CARPET  •  HARDWOOD  •  LAMINATE  •  TILE • VINYL

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR  Shop@Home  WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the 
Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater 
to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

WHERE SERVICE AND QUALITY MATTER

License #898787

$250
Off*

*Minimum 1,000 sq. ft.
Exp. 5-31-09

A Sound Approach 
  To Hearing Care

1530 Holmes Street, Bldg. D
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 960-0391

4460 Black Avenue, Suite F
Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925) 484-3507

Our goal is to provide advanced, experienced 
care you can trust, with complete audiology 

hearing care services and the newest and best 
in state-of-the-art hearing aids.

Our practice is dedicated to giving you back 
the sweet sounds of life. If you’ve ever wanted 

to know more about hearing health for you or 
someone you love you’ve come to the right place.

Your local 
professionals, 
providing high 
quality hearing 

health care to the 
Tri-Valley since 

1986.

Kenneth D. Billheimer, Au.D.
Audiologist

Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

Jacque Pedraza
Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist

Call now for no Charge 
Consultation and 

Demonstration of Widex 
Passion Hearing Devices

Downtown Pleasanton

55 West Angela #105

925-484-1993

www.thrivingink.com

Thriving Ink Tees
Independent Brands

Jewelry Art Accessories

Re-Cycled Jeans (Practically New!)
Citizens / Seven for All Mankind True
Religion / Joe’s / FCUK & more

art / apparel / accessories / new & recycled

Get 15% OFF Your Total

Purchase w/this ad

exp: 4-25-09

Cash Paid for men’s & women’s
CLEAN HIGH-QUALITY jeans.

Call ahead with your brands & sizes!
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Just hours after the murders 
last month of the four Oakland 
police officers, members of 

the 100 Club of Alameda County 
delivered checks of $20,000 to 
each of the three widows of the 
slain officers and to the parents of 
another who was not married. 

The checks, the first installment 
of what is likely to be many years 
of financial help from the local 
charitable group, are designed to 
provide a cushion as the surviving 
families move forward. 

The 100 Club was founded 
in 1974 by the late Pleasanton 
homebuilder Marty Kauffman who 
was impressed by the work of a 
similarly-named organization in 
Detroit that provided immediate 
financial help to police victims’ 
spouses and families. 

Returning home, he heard about 
two Oakland police officers who 
were killed in the line of duty and 
wrote a check for $1,000 to take 
to the spouses. Others throughout 
the Tri-Valley heard about it and 
within weeks, they rallied around 
Kauffman to start the 100 Club 
here. 

 Since then, the 100 Club of 
Alameda County has provided 
financial assistance to 39 families 
of both sworn firefighters and 
police officers in the Tri-Valley and 
beyond who died while serving 
their departments and has sup-
ported 50 students attending col-
lege. 

Frank Capilla and Ken Mercer 
are past presidents of the organi-
zation and are among 21 board 
members from throughout the 
area who are board members. 
They’re among the club leadership 
that takes the checks to survivors, 
“one of the toughest jobs I ever 
have to do,” according to Capilla. 
Besides the initial donation, the 
club also provides up to $11,000 
a year for a college education for 
each of a fallen officer’s children, 
and special contributions are 
made to the families at Christmas-
time. 

 Funds come from golf tour-
naments, individual donors, 

members and dinner meetings 
held twice a year. Last January, 
former Livermore resident Doro-
thy Cleyman, who died in 2008, 
left $235,000 to the 100 Club 
to provide financial and educa-
tional support for families of fallen 
peace officers and firefighters. 
The bequest was made to honor 
Mrs. Cleyman’s daughter, Lezlee 
Davis, who was a communications 
specialist with the San Leandro 
Police Department for 21 years, 
dying unexpectedly in 2001. Rob-
ert Byers, current president of the 
club, said a plaque is being made 
for the San Leandro department 
in appreciation of the Lezlee Davis 
and Dorothy Cleyman gift. 

 For the most part, the 100 Club 
maintains a low public profile, 
making its contributions with-
out press releases or fanfare. It 
employs a part-time administra-
tor to keep track of its contribu-
tions and those to whom it has 
donated scholarships, and it holds 
two general membership meet-
ings each year: a barbecue at the 
fairgrounds hosted by Capilla 
and Tony Macchiano on the third 
Wednesday in August, and anoth-
er dinner on the third Wednesday 
in February where spouses and 
children who have benefited from 
the club’s donations are invited to 
join in. 

The club’s board of directors is 
led by retired Alameda County 
Superior Court Judge Byers; 
retired Pleasanton civil engineer 
Richard Karn, past president of 
the Downtown Pleasanton Rotary 
Club, is next in line for the 
top post, followed by Alameda 
County District Attorney Tom 
Orloff; Macchiano, co-owner of 
the Pleasanton Garbage Service, 
and former county supervisor 
Mary King. 

Mercer heads up the ValleyCare 
Health System Foundation and 
Capilla is the founder and owner 
of Can-Am Plumbing. 

 Starting small, the club now 
has more than 1,000 members 
and its long-standing member-
ship assessment has also climbed, 
now at $150. To learn more 
about the work of the 100 Club 
of Alameda and to hear first-
hand on a YouTube video from 
some who have been helped by 
the club, sign on to its website at 
www.100clubalamedacounty.org. 

Help for families 
of fallen police 
and firefighters

BY JEB BING

AROUND  
THE TRI-VALLEY
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One of America’s  
BEST GOLF COURSES
right in your own backyard

 
 

Based on Golfweek 
Magazine’s  

statewide ranking of  
“Public Access Courses” 
published March 2006

Thank you for voting us  
Best Golf Course  

again!

 

 
 

—Robert, Pleasanton

 
 

—Leonard, Livermore

“One of the best  
 
 

—Kevin, Cupertino

Premium Fences

Decks

Retaining Walls

Arbors

Trellises

Ornamental Iron

Chain Link

Vinyl Ranch Rail

Repairs

Fence & Deck 

Restoration

Serving you for over 10 years

925.426.9620

575 Boulder Court

Pleasanton

BorgFence.com
Visit Our Beautiful Showroom!

New products for 2009 include our Fence & Deck 

Restoration packages. Sometimes restoring your 

fence or deck can be just the right option - and at 

1/3 the cost of new, it’s certainly the right price ~

Spring Special
$300 off per foot for any Fence Restoration work

$200 off per foot on any fence style

327 St. Mary Suite A Downtown 
Pleasanton (our former location)

Located near corner 
of Main St & St. Mary

925.846.6600
560 Main St.

 Downtown Pleasanton
Monday through Saturday 10-6, 

and Sunday 11-5

Debbie Lopes shopsavvyseconds.com

Consignment by appointments 
on Mondays only.

Save 10%
on any purchase 
Must mention this ad

exp 4-12-09

Now accepting 
childrens items sizes 2t-10

925.484.KIDS

Now Also Open!

Raffle  
Fundraiser

Tickets available at several locations including:

Download more info and order form at www.axishealth.org 

Axis Behavioral Health 
6666 Owens Drive

 Pleasanton

Pleasanton Weekly 
5506 Sunol Blvd.

 Pleasanton

Or send check, payable to Foundation for Axis Community Health
4361 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton 94566

Tickets on Sale Now! ($20 each or 6 for $100)   

Drawing May 6th! 

32 California Avenue, 
Unit F, Pleasanton

$20 
OFF
Windshield

Replacement
Exp. 5-31-09

* Some restrictions apply

 Five Tri-Valley cities and the Bay 
East Association of Realtors have 
been selected as one of five public-
private partnerships nationwide to 
receive the Ambassadors for Cities 
award from the National Associa-
tion of Realtors (NAR) and the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors.
 The award honors the cities of 
Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton, San 
Ramon, the town of Danville and the 
Realtor organization for establishing 
and promoting the Tri-Valley Hous-
ing Opportunity Center (TVHOC). 
 “The TVHOC is a crucial resource 
for families considering home own-
ership or looking for affordable 
rental units,” said Pat Huffman, 
who is president of Bay East.
 The housing center, located at 
20 South L St. in Livermore, was 
created as a nonprofit homebuyer 
education center to provide region-
al homeownership and rental infor-
mation in the Tri-Valley region. 
Working with the Bay East Associa-
tion, the center provides homebuy-
er education programs, income and 
asset development education and 
workshops on lending and funding 
sources. Realtors serve as train-
ers for orientations and workshops 
and help to develop unique sales 
solutions for prospective low and 
moderate income homebuyers.
 The U.S. Conference of Mayors and 
NAR launched the Ambassadors for 

Cities program in 2003 to encourage 
cities and local Realtor organizations 
to form partnerships to promote and 
expand affordable housing opportu-
nities in their communities. The goal 
of the program is to highlight such 
partnerships that can be emulated in 
other communities.
 The five 2009 award winners will 
each host public events during the 
year to highlight the success of their 
partnership and provide an opportu-
nity to further discuss and encourage 
affordable housing. The winners each 
receive a plaque and $5,000 to help 
promote their event or initiative.
 The center has the following 
meetings scheduled, which are 
open to the public.
 Housing orientation: 6 to 8 p.m. 
May 6 at the Dublin Library, 200 
Civic Plaza and 6 to 8 p.m. May 
12 at the City of Dublin Regional 
Room, 100 Civic Plaza; homebuyer 
class: Part II from 6 to 10 p.m. at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd.; early delinquency and 
pre-foreclosure workshop from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. May 13 at the Pleasanton 
Tennis Complex, 5801 Valley Ave.
 Those interested can register for 
classes online at www.tvhoc.org and 
mail class fee to the center to confirm 
registration. The cost is $65 for indi-
viduals, $75 for couples and can be 
adjusted for low-income individuals.

—Janet Pelletier

Cities, Realtor group win 
award for housing center

Tri-Valley Housing Opportunity Center helps
first-time homebuyers find affordable housing
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AU T H E N T I C  H O M E - S T Y L E 
I TA L I A N  R E G I O N A L  C U I S I N E 

W I T H  A  R E F I N E D  F L A I R

Amarone, in the fi nest tradition of
Italian Trattorias, invites you to come 
and try our hand-made ravioli, slow 
braised osso buco on saff ron risotto, 

home-made focaccia and all the off er-
ings from our Florentine chef, Gianni.

270-0500  425-0099  680 Main St., Downtown Pleasanton

www.amaronepleasanton.com

Tri-Valley PC Medic
Ken Cook
(925) 485-9040
(925) 989-7722 mobile
pc-medic@email.com
www.trivalleypcmedic.com * How much water do 

your plants really need?

* How to use the color and 
texture of beautiful dry  
climate plants 

* How to avoid common 
irrigation mistakes

For more information  
visit www.dsrsd.com or call 
(925) 875-2294. 

A featured event of Dublin Pride 
Week 2009.

FREE RAFFLE! 
You could win 
this book,  
an excellent 
gardener’s  
resource  
valued  
at $35.

Get Practical Tips 
& Expert Advice

FREE WORKSHOP
Water-Wise Gardening in the Tri-Valley

Tuesday, April 28  
6:30 – 8:00 pm
Dublin Public Library  
Community Room
200 Civic Plaza
Dublin

Sponsored by your local water agencies

Thinking about making the move to solar energy?
Start with the Solar Cities program.

Solar Cities is a joint project of the cities of Livermore, Pleasanton and now Dublin, focused on 
educating consumers with information about residential solar energy. Join us at a free workshop 
to learn more about solar technology for the home. In addition to city and PG&E staff, solar 
installers will be on hand to meet with you and answer your questions.

Free Solar Cities Workshop
Wednesday, April 29, 2009

7:00 p.m. 
Dublin Civic Center 

Regional Meeting Room
100 Civic Plaza, Dublin

For more information about the free Solar Cities workshop, please call  (925) 833-6650.
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Success for 
every child, every day

School Tours Every Wed. & Sat.
10 am to 12 noon

or by appointment at 
(925) 463-6060 or 
www.cardenwest.org

CARDEN 
WEST 

SCHOOL

4576 Willow Road, Pleasanton
info@cardenwest.org

Providing high academic 
standards for over 30 years 

in Pleasanton

Connecting 
parents 

and teens
Axis, Dublin police deliver 

final drug, alcohol program

 Axis Community Health is part-
nering with the Dublin Police Depart-
ment to help parents encourage their 
teens to make positive choices. 

 The Parent Project, the final one 
offered this school year, meets from 
6 to 9 p.m. Wednesdays start April 
22 at Valley High School, 6901 York 
Drive in Dublin. Open to all Tri-Val-
ley parents, the sessions are designed 
to strengthen relationships. The skills 
learned are said to improve student 
school attendance and performance 
as well as help teens avoid drug and 
alcohol use, stay safe and maintain a 
happy family life. 

 The class is $150 per person 
or $170 for per couple. Payment 
plans are available. To register, or 
for more information, call Amie 
Sousa at 201-6201. 

 Axis Community Health is the Tri-
Valley’s provider of medical, mental 
health, substance abuse counseling 
and health education services. Most 
recently, it opened Axis Behavioral 
Health, a 5,600-square-foot facility 
that houses teen drug and alocohol 
programs, mental health counseling, 
DUI and adult drug and alcohol pro-
grams. It is located at 6666 Owens 
Drive in Pleasanton. 

 Learn more about Axis and its 
offerings at www.axishealth.org.

—Emily West
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as possible,” said Dublin Mayor Tim 
Sbranti. “While borrowing money 
from the city’s general fund reserve 
is not the ideal scenario, doing so 
allows the city to save money in the 
long run because of today’s favorable 
development cost to build the park.”
 In addition to the base bid from 
Bothman Inc., features includ-
ing pedestrian lighting at the park 
entrance, a pedestrian bridge con-
necting to Lockhart Street and shade 
structures for the soccer fields and 
batting cages for the baseball and 
softball fields will be added.
 Also at the City Council meeting, 
the council decided that since it was 
proceeding with the Fallon Sports 
Park, it would delay design work 

for the Emerald Glen Recreation and 
Aquatic Center for at least one year 
to save money. Design work for the 
$19.9-million project was to start in 
the 2009-10 fiscal year, which runs 
July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010.
 The sports park construction 
comes at a time when the city is 
facing at least a $3-million shortfall 
to its fiscal budget. A budget study 
session was held at the March 31 
City Council meeting, where city 
officials said all revenue sources 
save for property taxes are either 
flat or declining. Property and sales 
taxes account for 66 percent of 
General Fund revenues. The bud-
get report says that while property 
tax revenues have been consistently 
increasing, they are expected to 
decline.
 A final vote on the budget will be 
taken in June. 
 In order to balance the bud-
get, some proposals offered include 
consolidating or overlapping city 
departments, postponing capital 
improvement projects a year or 
more and looking into addition-
al revenue sources. If the fiscal 
situation becomes worse, a city 
staff report said the city could tap 
into a fiscal uncertainty reserve, 
reduce city salaries and work hours 
through furloughs and reduce 
hours at city facilities. 

San Rafael: (415) 456-2765 
Mountain View: (650) 964-7212

San Mateo: (650) 577-8979
Saratoga: (408) 871-8890

Continue the lifestyle you love 
at about half the cost.

Great furniture 
has never been 

cheaper.

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901-F Camino Ramon 

www.TheHomeConsignmentCenter.com

Amador Valley 
Optometric

Complete eyecare for Men, 
Women, Teens, & Children

Dr. Barry C. Winston
Faculty, UC Berkeley  
School of Optometry

Board Certified 
in the Treatment 
of Ocular Disease

Black Avenue  
Professional Offices 

4450-C Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton  

925.462.2600
off Santa Rita Road behind

Lynne Wood Methodist Church

Most Vision Plans 
Accepted

 Medicare Assignment 
Accepted

Serving Pleasanton 
for more than 25 years

Keep Your Eyecare Local!

We “Care” For your
eyes For Now and
For your Future!

Convenient Weekday 
& Evening Hours 

in planning its approval. The attor-
neys then voted to certify the EIR. 
It will now be up to the court to 
decide who’s right and if the Staples 
Ranch development can proceed.
 City Atty. Michael Roush said 
once the lawsuit has been assigned 
to a Superior Court judge, it’s likely 
there will be a series of case manage-
ment studies to see what research is 
needed before a trial date can be set. 
He said he expects the case to be 
heard later this year.
 In the meantime, plans by the 
four developers are expected to 
move forward, with actual con-
struction probably not starting 
until next year at the earliest. The 
four projects are:
 ■ Hendrick Automotive Group, 
which wants to build a new auto 
mall on its 37-acre portion of Staples, 
next to the junction of I-580 and 
El Charro Road, directly across El 
Charro from a 180-plus store outlet 
mall that Livermore has approved. 
 ■ Stoneridge Creek Pleasanton, 
a 45-acre senior continuing care 
community to be developed by 
Continuing Life Communities 
(CLC), with up to 800 units for 
assisted living, skilled nursing and 
independent living residents. 

 ■ Fremont Land, an 11-acre retail 
development, which would include 
various shops and also may include 
a food market, bank and restaurant. 
 ■ Sharks Ice Center, a two-story, 
four rink facility to be built by San 
Jose Arena Management, a subsid-
iary of the San Jose Sharks, with the 
facility to occupy about 10 acres of a 
17-acre public park that the Sharks 
would also develop for the city. 
 In their lawsuit, Emerson, who 
lives at 2058 Eilene Dr., and Morri-
son, who lives at 3575 Chippendale 
Ct., expressed concern over the 
impacts the Staples Ranch proj-
ects could have “on local biological 
resources, the health and well-being 
of nearby neighborhoods and future 
residents, as well as the quality of 
life for all Pleasanton residents.”
 “Mr. Morrison is also concerned 
by the city’s failure to investigate, 
disclose, analyze and mitigate such 
impacts pursuant to CEQA’s proce-
dural and substantive requirements 
prior to certifying the Project EIR,” 
the lawsuit states.
 The lawsuit also argues that 
the draft EIR the city prepared 
for the (Staples Ranch) project 
did not include the extension of 
Stoneridge Drive, although the 
City Council later voted to extend 
the roadway and include it in the 
overall development plan.

 “The project, if completed and 
approved, may have significant 
traffic, air quality, noise and other 
impacts associated with through 
traffic on Stoneridge Drive and 
local neighborhoods that are 
located along Stoneridge Drive 
that were not described, analyzed 
or mitigated in the public circulat-
ed draft EIR,” the lawsuit states.
 The groups ask the Superior 
Court to allow the Staples Ranch 
project to proceed “if and when 
the city rescinds the approvals 
challenged in this action; the city 
prepares, recirculates and certi-
fies a legally adequate EIR for the 
project; and the city considers 
and decides whether the project 
should be approved based on its 
revised and recirculated EIR.”
 The lawsuit was filed by Kelly 
Franger, an attorney with the law 
firm of Lippe Gaffney Wagner, 
with offices in San Francisco and 
Sacramento.
 Safe Streets Pleasanton and 
Friends of Pleasanton share the 
same website at http://friendsof-
pleasanton.org. Friends of Pleas-
anton is also a citizens’ coalition 
and was active in supporting spe-
cific candidates in recent munici-
pal and school district elections. 
For more information, contact saf-
estreetspleasanton@yahoo.com. 

LAWSUIT
Continued from PAGE 1

SPORTS PARK
Continued from PAGE 1
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Pleasanton 
4545 Chabot Dr. Pleasanton | CA | 94588

(925)730-0070
www.pleasanton.summerfieldsuites.hyatt.com

Complimentary 
Hot Breakfast Buffet

Complimentary 
Evening social hour

Complimentary 
Wireless Internet       

Complimentary 
Shuttle service to local companies

Large one and two 
bedroom suites

SHOP DOWNTOWN PLEASANTON

The Downtown Pleasanton 
Gift Card is the perfect gift!

www.pleasantondowntown.net

The card is accepted at participating 
shops, galleries, restaurants, spas, 

services and more.

the Downtown Pleasanton Gift Card
Purchase Gift Cards

Town Center Books (555) Main Street
www.pleasantondowntown.net

Pleasanton—East Bay parents that
are planning on sending a child to
college in the next few years, but
aren’t quite sure how to pay for it
can now rest a little easier. Richard
Patrick of Bay Area College
Planners has been educating families
in the community for over 15 years.
‘It’s really sad, but most parents
that we talk to have done real well
financially, but never found the time
to save for college, and now they’re
facing a bill of $18,000-$45,000 a
year, and they don’t know who to
turn to,’ he says. ‘Further, most of
the time, all they hear is to not even
bother applying for any aid because
they make too much money.
However, most of the time, that is
simply not true even if they make a
six-figure income.’
Richard would know, because his
group has worked with over 1400
families in the last 11 years ranging
from single moms to corporate
CEO’s, and they say they can help
anyone get through the process and
save a bundle….no matter how good
of a student they have or how much
money they make.
‘I got started in this because I was a
very good student, but no one told us
anything about how to access money
for college, or even how to pick a
career…so I didn’t go right away.
But, I vowed that I would learn the
process and devote my time to
helping families not fall into the
same trap that we did.
‘Simply put, we show parents the
truth that they aren’t hearing
anywhere else about how the college
process really works and save
thousands of dollars in the process.”
Tri-Valley parents will have a couple
opportunities to hear Richard speak.

He is teaching his class ‘How to Give
Your Kid a 4-Year College Education
Without Going Broke!’ on Tuesday
April 28th at Round Table Pizza
located at 3203 Crow Canyon Place,
San Ramon, CA 94583from 7:15 PM
– 8:45 PM and Thursday April 30th at
Round Table Pizza located at 530
Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566
from 7:15PM- 8:45PM .
‘We’ll discuss everything from the
greatest myths about the college
process, how to send your student to a
fancy private school for less than the
cost of a junior college plus how not
to get punished for putting money
away for college.
Topics will also include why private
scholarships and 529 plans, UGMA’s
and UTMA’s MAY be waste of time,
how to double or even triple the
amount of free money you receive
from each school, and how to avoid
the one mistake that will kill your
chances of getting any money at all
that almost every other parent will
make this coming January, and much,
much more.
‘They will learn a ton, and I do my
best to make the class fun,’ he says.
‘It’s like I’m giving them a super
bright flash light to navigate a pitch
black cave, while all the other parents
continue to stumble around blindly!
‘Don’t forget: the class is totally free,
but seats are limited. Also, we are not
sure when we will be teaching these
classes in the Tri-Valley again since
our May calendar is already filling up,
so come on out and see us.’ You can
reserve a seat online at
PayForCollegeNow.com/TVV or by
calling our 24 hour reservation line at 
(800) 676-0496 ext. 680

How Six Figure Income Families 
get Thousands of Dollars in Free 
Money for College
Local experts teach free workshops
to help parents save thousands in process

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

April 1-30
ART CRIT & COFFEE  
GROUP SHOWING
This local art critique group is 
hosting a group showing at the 
Lindsay Dirx Brown Gallery at the 
San Ramon Community Center, 
14502 Alcosta Blvd. Arts are from 
Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore and 
San Ramon and meet at 10 a.m., 
Fridays, at the patio near Tully’s 
Coffee in Pleasanton.

April 25-May 2
DUBLIN PRIDE WEEK
Dublin’s annual Pride Week will kick 
off April 25 and will include many 
programs and workshops to encour-
age people to work to improve the 
world around them. “Volunteer Day” 
is from 8 a.m.-noon, Saturday, April 
25; a guided nature walk will be from 
1-2 p.m., Saturday, April 25; “Water 
Wise” workshop will start at 6:30 
p.m., Tuesday, April 28; “Solar Cities” 
workshop on Wednesday, April 29; 
a free Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection and Compost Give-a-Way 
Day will be on Saturday, May 2; and 
a food drive will be held throughout 
the week. Call 833-6650 or visit www.
dublinprideweek.com.

April 25
MAD HATTER’S TEA PARTY
Come to the Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party hosted by Assistance League 
of Amador Valley from noon-4 
p.m., Saturday, April 25, at Aames 
Shrine Event Center, 170 Lindbergh 
Ave., Livermore. Tickets are $45. 
Proceeds fund local programs. Call 

371-4566 or visit www.amadorval-
ley.assistanceleague.org.

April 26
LIVERMORE DUCK RACES
The seventeenth annual Livermore 
Duck Races will be held from 2-3:30 
p.m., Sunday, April 26, at Granada 
High School’s swimming pool, 400 
Wall St., Livermore. Over $5,000 in 
cash prizes will be given out to lucky 
duck sponsors. A free Little Duckie 
Race for children under 12 years 
old will be held and prizes will be 
given out. The Granada swim team 
will dive into the pool and retrieve 
the winning ducks. Proceeds benefit 
Livermore schools and nonprofit 
groups. Cost is $5 per entry. Call 
449-1315 or 321-1123.

GET INSPIRED TO GREEN 
YOUR GARDEN
Bay-Friendly Gardening presents “Get 
Inspired to Green Your Garden” self-
guided garden tour from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Sunday, April 26, at 30 private 
and public gardens through Alameda 
County. The tour is free, but registra-
tion is required; call 510-444-SOIL or 
visit www.bayfriendly.org.

May 2
FIREFIGHTER 
RECRUITMENT FAIR
Meet fire department recruiters and 
find out if you’ve got what it takes 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, May 
2, at Livermore CPAT Center, 526 
Commerce Way. The event is open 
to women and men interested in a 
future in the fire service. Call 916-
648-1717 or visit www.becominga-
firefighter.org.

May 2, June 6
SPRING IMMUNIZATION 
CLINICS FOR CHILDREN
Clinics will be open to all Tri-Valley 
families who are low income or 
uninsured, including those enrolled 
in Medi-Cal and Medi-Cal Managed 
Care, from 9-11 a.m., May 2 and June 
6, at Axis Community Health Clinic, 
4361 Railroad Ave. Parents should 
bring child’s immunization records 
and information about family income 
and medical insurance; fee for some 
immunizations. Call 462-1755.

May 9
DUBLIN BLOOD DRIVE
American Red Cross will host a blood 
drive from 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, 
May 9, at St. Raymond Catholic 
Parish,  Moran Hall, 11557 Shannon 
Ave., Dublin. For an appointment, 
call Wayne Berner at 828-0907 or 
Bob Rawlings at 828-7727. Another 
drive will be held from 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., Saturday, May 30, at First 
Presbyterian Church, Fellowship 
Hall, 2020 5th St., Livermore. For 
an appointment, call 800-GIVE-LIFE 
(800-448-3543).

May 9
BRAS FOR THE CAUSE 
BREAST CANCER WALK
A 10K (six miles) fundraising walk 
through Pleasanton will be com-
plete with a bra-decorating contest 
from 7-11 p.m., Saturday, May 9. 
Cost is $39 before March 31; $50 
thereafter. Proceeds benefit Axis 
Health and Komen for the Cure. 
Visit www.trivalleysocks.org.

Goings On
a calendar of TriValley              events worth a look
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We Find Homes for Our Furry Friends Too!
Realtors Helping Homeless Pets

All animals available at the East Bay SPCA in Tri-Valley

3 year old female domestic long 
hair. Sweet temperament with 

a very soft beautiful coat.

4 year old Tortoiseshell domestic 
short hair. Gentle disposition, likes 
all kinds of people. Great for fi rst 

time cat owner or for family or both. 

8 year old male Pointer. Well trained, 
calm & polite around other dogs. 
Best suited to a home with older 

children/adults.

3 year old female domestic short hair. 
Playful independent cat with attitude. 
Loves affection. She would do best in 

an adult-only home.

4 year old male domestic short hair 
mitted. Big mellow boy who does 

well with kids, other cats & seems to 
like dogs too. Great family pet.

4 year old  female American Pit Bull 
Terrier. Gets along well with other 
dogs and is best suited to a home 

with older children/adults.

2 ½ year old male Rottweiler/Shep-
herd. Gets along well with children 

and other dogs. Very playful 
& needs more training.

Gina Piper 

10 year old male Flame Point Sia-
mese. A member of Club Second 

Chance with a discounted adoption 
fee & a discount card for pet stores 
& other pet services. Plays well with 

other cats and family members.

4 ½ year old Australian Shepherd/
Basset Hound. Loving and snuggly 

best suited for older children/adults. 
OK with some dogs, No cats

5 year old female Hound/Lab
Loves people and will respond well 
to training included in the adoption 

fee. Good family pet.

8 year old female domestic short hair. 
Suitable for quiet home with laps and 
cuddles. Member of the Club Second 
Chance with a discount adoption fee 
discount card for pets stores & other 

pet services.

5 year old Shepherd
Loves people and other dogs, 

but no cats allowed! With a little 
training she will be a great member 

of any household.

Willow

Caterina

Panser

Sophia

Garfi eld

Maribel

Bronco

Big Boy

Byron

Cher

Pia

Chelsea


