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Army Sgt. Mariela Meylan shouts in excitement to a crowd of more than 100 celebrants who surprised her when she arrived home in Livermore for her 29th birthday 
party. Joining the wounded Iraqi war veteran are a neighbor’s son Eric Heinke and Retired Army Major Doug Miller, head of the Army’s Wounded Warrior Program.
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BY JEB BING

Army Sgt. Mariela Meylan had a roaring 
welcome as she was driven up to the 
Morgan Territory Road hilltop home 

of her parents Lisette and Emile in far north 
Livermore in a special celebration of her ser-
vice in the Persian Gulf.

And we do mean “roaring.”
For her 29th birthday party, more than 30 

motorcyclists from the Patriot Guard Riders 
escorted her from a downtown Livermore 
meeting place, traveling north on Livermore 
Avenue in the peak of rush hour, then on to 
Manning Road and to the waiting celebrants.

More than 100 waved flags and banners as 
her car came up the steep hill. They weren’t 
there just to sing “Happy Birthday,” which they 
also did, but the surprise gathering of well-
wishers was to officially welcome Meylan home 
in the tradition Pleasanton and Livermore 
veterans’ groups always do for those returning 
from military duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

This homecoming was special because 
Meylan has been recuperating in veterans’ 
hospitals and clinics for nearly three years, 
slowly learning to walk, talk and write again 
after suffering massive injuries Dec. 18, 2005 
in Kuwait. It was there that an unidentified 
civilian vehicle ran her down as she changed 
a tire on her military vehicle.

In a coma for seven months, she was told 
when she awakened that she would never 
walk again. But through determination to 
prove the doctors wrong, she has spent most 
of the time since then in special therapy and 
recovery programs in Washington, D.C., at 

   www.trivalleyviews.com

BY EMILY WEST
 The goal of the YMCA since beginning in 

1844 is to meet the needs of the community. 
Despite its affluent reputation, many people of 
the Tri-Valley are struggling. With new leader-
ship, the local program branch of the YMCA 
is revved up and ready to make a difference. 

 Kelly Dulka, executive director of the 
Tri-Valley YMCA, which serves Pleasanton, 
Dublin, Livermore and Sunol, was hired in 
August 2006 to help revamp the organiza-
tion. With an all-new staff, they have been 
working hard to continue the current pro-
gramming as well as develop new ones. 

 “My main goal is to build partnerships 
and relationships, as well as build strong 
kids, families and communities,” she said. 
“We are looking where there may be gaps 
in services. In the last six months, we’ve 
seen a tremendous increase for services and 
financial assistance.”

 While most programs have fees attached, 
scholarships and financial assistance are 
available. Tim Stier, associate program direc-
tor at the YMCA, said that no kids are 
turned away. 

 Not only has Dulka built relationships 
with city leaders, she has also made part-
nerships with local businesses to build a 
new mentoring program, which will begin 
this year. Five corporate sponsors—Valley-
Care Medical Center, Sybase, BBNT/Tanner 
Insurance, Colliers International and Fun-
Mobility—will provide funding and mentor 
volunteers to link adults with junior high 
school-aged kids. Axis Community Health 
and Be a Mentor of Hayward are also team-
ing up to help. 

 “We make an effort to get out into the 
community,” Stier said. “We get to know 
people, gain trust and build relationships and 

Tri-Valley YMCA welcomes 
new programs, leadership

Livermore soldier’s 
29th birthday is one  

to remember

Where there’s 
a need,  

there’s a Y

‘GREAT TO BE BACK’

See HOMECOMING on page 6

See YMCA on page 7

“This is the greatest surprise I could imagine.”
Sgt. Mariela Meylan on celebration as she returned to her Livermore home, still recovering from injuries in Iraq war zone

Courtesy of the YMCA

Children watch cars race in the pinewood 
derby, sponsored by the Tri-Valley YMCA.
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You are hereby  invited to visit  Home Consignment Center

where you can find fine furniture and  
accessories at less than wholesale prices.We are sorry to see the  Consignment Plus Pleasanton store close.  

In case you didn’t know, we brought upscale 
consignment shopping to the Bay Area in 1994. 

Danville(925) 866-61641901 Camino Ramon

Danville
(925) 866-6164

1901 Camino Ramon

San Mateo
650-577-89791888 S. Norfork 

Mountain View650-964-7212141 El Camino Real

Saratoga
408-871-8890600 El Paseo de Saratoga

San Rafael
415-456-2765863 E. Francisco 

Unique  one-of-a-kind items,  unbelievable  treasures, all at  consignment prices!
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Golf Instruction
PGA & LPGA Golf Professionals

G.S.E.M. Certified

Private & Group Lessons

Corporate Schools/Beginner Series

Ladies Clinics/Junior Programs

Video Analysis

For rates and more information go to 

www.systemgolf.com

The Bridges Golf Club
San Ramon

Poppy Ridge Golf Course
Livermore

Give the 

Gift of 

Golf this 

Holiday 

Season!

925.967.0326

Are you paying too 
much for COBRA?

Or do you just need individual or group 
health coverage at affordable rates?

Call today to compare!

PPO 3500/7000
HSA 

Compatible

Family

Age Range Monthly 
Rates

Under 30 .............$161
30 to 34 ...............$192
35 to 39 ...............$225
40 to 44 ...............$261
45 to 49 ...............$310
50 to 54 ...............$385
55 to 59 ...............$488
60 to 64 ...............$636

Serving the Tri Valley Area: Dublin, Livermore, 
Pleasanton, San Ramon, Danville.

PPO 3500 HSA is offered by Anthem Blue Cross Life and Health Insurance Company.*The 
level 1 monthly shown are effective 3/1/08 for Area 3: Alameda (except 95304, 95377, 
95391), Butte, Colusa, Contra Costa, Glenn, Lake (except 94567), Monterey (95076 only), 
Napa (except 95476), Nevada (95877 only), Placer (95668,95632 only), Plumas (95981 
only), Sacramento (94571 only), San Francisco, San Joaquin (94514 only), Santa Clara 
(94550,95076, and zip codes beginning with 940-943 except 94303), Santa Cruz (except 
95033), Sierra (95922 only), Solano (except 95690), Sonoma (94515 only), Sutter (except 
95626, 95648, 95837), Tehama (95963, 95973), Yolo, Yuba (except 95960). Rates are illus-
trative only. Some areas or age groups may have higher or lower rates. Actual rates are also 
based on underwriting classification. This is a PPO plan with substantial financial incentives 
for using independently contracted Network providers. You may be subject to a pre-existing 
conditions limitation of benefits for up to six months. Refer to the plan for a more complete 
list of coverage, conditions, restrictions, limitations and exclusion. Anthem Blue Cross is 
the trade name of Blue Cross of California. Anthem Blue Cross and Anthem Blue Cross Life 
and Health Insurance Company are independent licensees of the Blue Cross Association. ® 
ANTHEM is a registerd trademark. ® The Blue Cross name and symbol are resistered marks 
of the Blue Cross Association. ® 2008 Anthem Blue Cross.                             CANG

Single

19 to 29 .................$61
30 to 34 .................$72
35 to 39 .................$90
40 to 44 ...............$107
45 to 49 ...............$147
50 to 54 ...............$188
55 to 59 ...............$244
60 to 64 ...............$332

Charlene Beasley
Authorized Independent Agent

CA Insurance License #0C26292
Charlene Beasley Insurance Services

925-803-9799
www.beasleyinsurance.com

An HSA is a separate arrangement between 
an individual and a qualified financial institution. 
Consultation with a Tax Advisor is recommended.

Free Quote go to www.beasleyinsurance.com

Blue Cross
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BY EMILY WEST
Ground on Dublin’s new housing develop-

ment Schaefer Ranch was broken by golden 
shovels, followed by dozens of miniature plas-
tic shovels, marking a new beginning for the 
School of Imagination last month. 

The one-of-a-kind school started in the rent-
ed Pleasanton home of Charlene and Mitch 
Sigman in 2001. Then called Happy Talkers 
and focusing on therapy programs for children 
with autism and special needs, it quickly grew 
from four children to 120, forcing the couple to 
move to a larger home. 

In the past five years, the school has moved 
seven times. Most recently the school has been 
housed at CrossWinds church in Dublin, but 
the program continued to grow and the church 
moved properties. 

“The last moving truck I ever want to see is 
one with the word ‘permanent’ on the side,” 
Charlene Sigman said. “All I and our parents 
ever wanted was to have a stable environment, 
where kids with everything from autism to 
speech and developmental delays could have 
a familiar home that wasn’t going to be taken 
away at a moment’s notice.” 

The school was Dublin’s Organization of the 
Year for 2007 and was also featured on CBS’s 
“Eye on the Bay.” James Reid, executive pro-
ducer of the show, has since shown his support 
for the program by lending his talents to coor-
dinate the groundbreaking event. 

The Dec. 2 groundbreaking marked the 
beginning of what will be their last move. The 
13,000-square-foot facility will include eight 
classrooms for the kindergarten, preschool and 
preschool readiness programs, and 10 individ-
ual therapy rooms. The school’s programs also 
include speech therapy, occupational therapy, 
community outreach, parent support, social 
skills and academic tutoring. 

“Our whole mission started when we saw the 
incredible need,” Mitch Sigman said. “People 

drove, and still do, over 200 miles, several 
days a week to get their kids to our inclusion 
program. We have placed children into typical 
classrooms, once diagnosed as too disabled.” 

Outgoing Dublin Mayor Janet Lockhart and 
former City Manager Richard Ambrose helped 
broker a deal with Discovery Builders to grant 
them the space in the west Dublin hills devel-
opment, which is accessible by the extended 
Dublin Boulevard. 

In her last day as mayor, Lockhart was one of 
several involved community leaders and mem-
bers to welcome School of Imagination to their 
new home. Mitch Sigman said it was Lockhart 
who played “matchmaker” and the developers 
“fell in love with our children.” 

The Seeno family and Discovery Homes is 
funding 100 percent of the construction costs. 

“Talk about a miracle,” Mitch Sigman said. 
As far as filling the building goes, the school 

continues to have support from Pleasanton 
North Rotary. They have given $35,000 to the 
school in November and have pledged more. 
Bill Wheeler, Frank Hanna, Dominic Pipitone, 
Judge Ron Hyde and Jim Ott were also there to 
celebrate at the groundbreaking ceremonies. 

“PNR has made us their ongoing major ben-
eficiary as well as providing the sweat-equity to 
complete the school,” Mitch Sigman said. 

Another school supporter is Congressman Jerry 
McNerney (D-Pleasanton), who has helped the 
school secure additional federal funding and 
helping the program reach more children. 

“He is the voice of our annual Autism Outreach 
and leads his staff to help us,” Mitch Sigman said. 
“Together with County Supervisor Scott Haggerty, 
they connected us to become the 211 resource in 
Alameda County, for families needing assistance 
with their child’s development.” 

To learn more about the School of Imagination, 
call 829-9552 or visit www.schoolofimagina-
tion.org. 

Imagination has new home
Dublin school helping children in need to move to Schaefer Ranch

AAA Exclusive Vacation Values for 2009
Saturday, February 7th at 11am - 2pm

4460 Tassajara Rd., Suite B, Dublin, CA
(925) 479-7851
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Premium Fences

Decks

Retaining Walls

Arbors

Trellises

Ornamental Iron

Chain Link

Vinyl Ranch Rail

Repairs

Fence & Deck 
Restoration

Serving you for over 10 years

925.426.9620

575 Boulder Court, Pleasanton

BorgFence.com
Visit Our Beautiful Showroom!

The New Year brings us a new look, but our service, quality and ownership remains 

unchanged. New products for 2009 include our Fence & Deck Restoration packages. 

Sometimes restoring your fence or deck can be just the right option - and at 1/3 the cost 

of new, it’s certainly the right price ~

Winter Special
$300 off per foot for any Fence Restoration work

$200 off per foot on any fence style

BY BOB FAGAN

I’m not much different from many Tri-
Valley dads or businessmen. I am a 
50-year-old divorcee, the proud father 
of two wonderful teenagers, and call 
Pleasanton home. I have owned some 

modestly successful businesses and headed 
up and turned around some organizations 
in a continuing career. There is nothing too 
remarkable or unusual about me except that 
no one would ever picture me as a shabbily 
dressed homeless person.

A while back I stepped out of my safe, 
secure suburban existence and spent five 
days and nights living on the streets and 
sidewalks of San Francisco. Hardly street 
savvy, many of my life lessons were gained on 
the farm fields of southeastern Pennsylvania, 
the playing fields or in the boardrooms.

I chose the week before Thanksgiving to 
become “homeless” in San Francisco. My life 
had typically been so busy with the children 
and work, and trying to start a dating life. With 
my children and lady friend out of town, and 
just having finished a work assignment, there 
was a perfect window of opportunity for time 
off. No one knew of my whereabouts except for 
leaving an answering machine message that I 
was away and out of communication.

Preparation begins
Working in cities from time to time, I have 

long observed those weary tattered folks, 
pushing a shopping cart or curled up over a 
heat vent or asking for a handout. You may 
notice them, too. Perhaps you have avoided 
them, were afraid to make eye contact or 
maybe you have shown them compassion. 
More than likely you have not been too com-
fortable in their presence. 

Yet, what if you or I were on the streets?
My preparation for this special sabbatical 

was minimal. I stopped shaving a few days 
ahead of time, delayed a haircut, and for 
about 24 hours ahead of time, I only drank 
water. As far as personal items, I took a 

pocketknife, a magic trick, $25 in quarters to 
give away, and $20 stuffed into my socks for 
emergencies. I wore five thin layers of clothes 
up top and long underwear and old blue 
jeans below. Some old shoes that were ready 
for the Dumpster and a faded red hooded 
sweat jacket with an old knitted green and 
white stocking cap completed my attire. My 
coke-bottle thick glasses would be a fitting 
complement to the look. 

My ace in the hole was that I did possess a 
return ticket to the Dublin/Pleasanton BART 
station with a comfortable car parked there 
waiting for me. 

Out of my comfort zone
Missing the normal daily hygiene needs 

and the comfort of a dry, comfortable house 
and bed was to be expected. My first shock 
was witnessing nearly two dozen men and a 
woman choosing to relieve themselves dur-
ing a two-hour period on the Market Street 

sidewalks that first night. Next it was really 
problematic to find a place on the concrete 
to lie down that did not have the stench 
of urine. I finally salvaged a small piece of 
cardboard to rest my shoulders and head 
on. It was surprising how noisy the city 
was late at night with construction work 
all around. About 2 a.m. the first evening I 
fell into a deep sleep only to experience two 
sharp pokes in the ribs. Looking down at me 
was a fellow looking far older than his years 
hunched over asking me if I had any “smokes 
or coin.” Though the man was harmless 
enough, I then realized that when I was 
asleep I was physically vulnerable. I never 
did sleep quite so well from that time on. 

The first two nights were quite cold and 
damp. In fact, the temperature dipped below 
freezing, the coldest nights that year. I found 
myself crawling into commercial buildings 
on my hands and knees to avoid security 
every so often so I could get warm for a few 

minutes. The evenings, however, were thera-
peutic, a great time to meditate, reflect and 
walk about the city in quiet solitude. 

The days were quite another thing. Noth-
ing could have prepared me for the emotions 
and loneliness I encountered during the day. 
Sitting on the sidewalk or standing aside a 
building for minutes seemed like hours. Here 
I was in the midst of hundreds of people 
and never have I felt so alone. Whether I 
was situated on busy Market Street or in the 
Tenderloin district, everyone I saw had a 
purpose: to do an errand, get back and forth 
from work, go shopping, meet someone for 
a meal, or enjoy entertainment with a friend. 
What’s more, I assumed they would all enjoy 
a soft, warm bed and a hot meal that night. 

I had no purpose, no responsibilities, no 
acquaintances, nowhere to go, and no one 
in the world knew I was here. I never did 
expect a “normal person” to engage me, let 
alone make eye contact, but I never antici-
pated the loneliness that would accompany 
having no purpose. If someone is a sane, 
sober person, I can now appreciate how and 
why they could lose either trait. 

A lonely path
I was completely stripped of all relation-

ships. Typically the homeless have very few if 
any relationships, which is the saddest twist. 
Though I am not particularly extroverted, 
it drove home how much I need people in 
my life. Besides, isn’t it wonderful to share 
memories with someone?

Properly hungry, I frequented the back 
door and Dumpster areas of restaurants, 
hardly the tablecloth and wine decor that I 
usually associate with my city dining experi-
ences. Standing outside some of the Union 
Square establishments, I was usually ushered 
on as opposed to being welcomed in. Fast 
food establishments were my restrooms of 
choice, a place to take a paper towel bath. 

Originally I wondered if I would engage any 
of the other homeless in conversation. Would 

STREET 
SMARTS
Tri-Valley executive Bob Fagan 

shares lessons learned  
living as a homeless person 
on streets of San Francisco
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
OR  Shop@Home  WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the 

most beautiful and complete installation to the Bay Area. We are a small 

store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional 

experience. We cater to residential & commercial customers, designer, 

contractors, and developers.

License #898787

DIABLO FLOORING, INC

WHERE SERVICE AND QUALITY MATTER

ALL TYPES OF BIKES

SINCE 1965

www.dublincyclery.com

Across From City Offices

Road Bikes* at Signifi cantly Reduced Prices 
Some more than 50% off

*Select items only

Truly, we are
“Everything Bicycles.”

(925) 828-8676

SELLING FRESH AIR, SUNSHINE, 
FUN & HEALTH

Institute of Natural Cleansing  
and Weight Loss

2324 Santa Rita Road Suite 2A, Pleasanton CA

Phone: 925-931-1135
Website: www.naturalcleaninginstitute.com
Email: info@ naturalcleaninginstitute.com

Specializing in: Detoxification  
and Nature Weight Loss

Do You Feel Tired,  
No Energy, Bloated, Gassy,  

or Just out of Sorts?
Let Us Show You How to “Clean-up” and Detoxify

In the stressful and toxic lifestyle of 21st century 
America we can all get “polluted.” Let the Institute of 
Natural Cleansing and Weight Loss help you with our 
natural and holistic techniques for Health. 

25% Off 
Initial Services with Ad

exp 2-15-09

I encounter down-on-their-luck professionals? 
Soon I deemed it better to keep to my own 
business. I must have encountered maybe 200 
fellow drifters and less than a dozen I could 
identify as women. Most of those people are 
sadly mentally or emotionally ill or the casualty 
of drugs or all of the above. The vast majority 
appeared fiercely independent, though most 
would be quick to accept any charity cash, a 
drink, a drug fix, or food; and cash is king. 
Other than a few other homeless talking at me, 
none really talked to me. 

One of the liberating aspects of being 
homeless was the complete sense of freedom, 
but at the high cost of loneliness. They live 
a very independent life of freedom: no mail, 
no bills, no bosses and no responsibilities. 
Survival appeared to be their primary and 
possibly only purpose. 

Paying it forward
Inspired by the movie, “Pay It Forward,” 

I chose to beg for money on my fifth and 
final night. Armed with an outstretched arm, 
a cup and a hopeful smile, I had 14 people 
drop coins into my cup during a two-hour 
period on Market Street. For each who did, 
I gave them a dollar bill from my emergency 
stash in return. Eleven of the 14 were dum-
founded by my gesture. I simply told them 
to “pass it forward” and “thanks for showing 
heart”. It made me feel human again; I had 
been starting to wonder.

It was my final morning, the day before 
Thanksgiving, and 4 a.m. I was ready to go 
home. Another day was not going to prove 
more. By 7 a.m. I was home in my familiar 
warm, safe surroundings. Before entering my 
house I stripped down in the garage and tossed 
my clothes in the washing machine. I then took 
a long, welcomed hot shower, followed by a 
late morning nap in my cozy, warm bed. 

The life lesson that immediately hit me was 
that I, as well as most of us in America, live a 
life of abundance. You could take everything 
away from me except my health, my time and 

my relationships, and I would still be a very 
wealthy man. That realization has since led me 
to a greater contentment with life in general. 

In the meantime, the company I had been 
helping to start lost its funding and closed. 
Like many, my investment and retirement 
portfolio suffered losses. Now I was better 
prepared than ever to cope.

The more important lesson was one just 
as powerful as that newfound appreciation 
for relationships, health and time. Simply 
stated, each of us is presented every day with 
a life-altering choice. That choice is whether 
or not we choose to be content with what 
we already have. The challenge for me has 
been an acquired taste and an appreciation 
for the better, finer, faster, smaller, more 
powerful and more prestigious “stuff.” When 
that appreciation becomes an appetite, it cre-
ates stress and puts things out of balance. It 
dawned on me that I was setting myself up 
for recurring dissatisfaction.

Many of us are constantly racing through 
life, failing to stop and appreciate the many 
blessings we have all around us. We are rac-
ing toward the future, be it an appointment, 
a vacation, a retirement, or even a relation-
ship. What if we were to simply step back 
and observe, and appreciate?

Two days later on the Friday after Thanks-
giving, clean-shaven and well clad, I revisited 
San Francisco for a day of shopping with my 
lady friend. There were some familiar faces 
that didn’t recognize me, and I observed 
some very familiar patches of pavement as I 
recounted to her what I had just experienced. 
San Francisco will never be the same for me; 
I am different now, grown a little. And now 
every day is Thanksgiving.

Bob Fagan, a Pleasanton resident, is the west-
ern vice president for The Callahan Group, 
Inc. and specializes in mentoring and personal 
coaching. He plans to publish a DVD and audio 
CD on applying The Law of Attraction. Fagan 
can be reached at rsf4653@aol.com.
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the Veterans Clinic in Palo Alto and 
in Livermore rehabilitation centers. 
Although the therapy is continu-
ing, she’s now able to take some 
steps with the help of a walker. 
Last November, she joined fellow 
veterans for the annual Veterans 
Day Parade in Pleasanton, gaining 
special recognition from Congress-
man Jerry McNerney (D-Pleasan-
ton) in a ceremony that followed. 

At her “official” homecoming, 
she was all smiles as she cut her 
birthday cake and talked briefly as 
representatives from scores of local 
veterans’ organizations saluted her 
during an hour-long celebration. 
They included Retired Army Major 
Doug Miller of Pleasanton, who 
heads the Army’s Wounded War-
rior Program and helped organize 
the event; Cathy Cordova of the 
Pleasanton Police Department and 
a representative of the Women 
Overseas Service League; Pleas-
anton Councilman Jerry Thorne; 
and representatives of the VFW, 
American Legion, Blue Star Moms, 
Pleasanton Military Families, and 
the Sentinels of Freedom, which 

has helped in Meylan’s rehabilita-
tion. 

Meylan said she was on her sec-
ond tour of duty in Iraq and 
heading back there when the acci-
dent happened. She was in a con-
voy when her Army truck had 
a flat tire and she climbed out 
to change it. Three others were 
hit by the speeding car, which 
crushed almost every bone in 
Meylan’s body. She was rushed 
to a nearby military hospital and 
then transferred back to a special 
facility in Washington where doc-
tors pretty much gave up on her, 
according to her father Emile. But 
her parents didn’t and with the 
help of Sentinels of Freedom and 
Livermore and regional veterans 
and military family groups, they 
found physical therapists and even 
a spiritual healer who had the right 
procedures to give her a new start 
on life. 

As she sat in her special walker-
chair and then stood for a few 
minutes to thank everyone for her 
party, she hugged her parents, tell-
ing everyone they are the ones who 
gave her the hope that has made 
her 29th birthday—and many 
more—possible.

F R O M  P A G E  O N E

HOMECOMING
Continued from PAGE 1

PHOTOS BY  JEB BING

Military veterans and motorcyclists from the Patriot Guard Riders, many in full regalia, surround Army Sgt. Mariela Meylan (center, with decorative ribbon around her neck) at welcome home celebration 
on her return to her Livermore home. Meylan is still recovering from severe injuries suffered when attacked in Kuwait on her way to Iraq. 

Emile and Lisette Meylan join their daughter Mariela, an Army sergeant who was badly wounded in the Iraqi war, at her 
homecoming celebration in Livermore by local veterans, friends and military family support groups.
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find out more and more what the needs are.” 
 The YMCA is not without needs itself, as 

it operates as a “program branch” because it 
doesn’t have its own facility. By its 50th anniver-
sary in 2015, they hope to have a formal home 
to call their own. For now, they must rent out 
other facilities, which is costly and venues are 
not always ideal or even available for the pro-
gramming. 

 Another future program is a model United 
Nations program for junior high-aged kids, which 
is part of the national YMCA program. 

 Children are a primary focus of the YMCA and 
one of the priorities is addressing health and well-
ness. Last year the organization received a $10,000 
grant from the Kellogg’s Foundation and another 
grant from the Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame to buy 
sports equipment for use in their non-competitive 
sports programs. 

 They also have a fun and fitness camp coming 
up this summer and Healthy Kids Day April 18. 

 “Kids can find out how fun it is to exercise and 
learn about nutrition,” Dulka said. “We want to 
get kids up and moving.”

 Through building relationships in the commu-
nity, they have discovered a need for helping teens 
dealing with stress and risky behaviors dealing 
with issues such as alcohol and sexuality. 

 Perhaps the most popular program put on by 
the Tri-Valley Y is its child care program, followed 
closely by its summer day camp. 

 “We try to address the holistic needs of the 
child,” Dulka said. “It’s not just a child care setting, 
it’s a chance for kids to grow and thrive.” 

 “We have a very successful Y-Guides and Y-Prin-
cesses program,” Stier said. “It bonds fathers to 
daughters and fathers to sons with monthly and 
bi-monthly events. It includes a pinewood derby, 
a father-daughter dance and camp outs.”

 One of their biggest events of the year, which 
also is their main fundraiser, is Jan. 26 with the 
ninth annual Martin Luther King Jr. Fellowship 
Breakfast. 

 “It’s an opportunity to bring together leaders 
from different communities in the Tri-Valley 
and to be inspired by the life and legacy of Dr. 
King,” Dulka said, adding that Dr. King par-
ticipated in local Y events as a child. “With the 
essay and art contests [by students] we will be 
looking at it multi-generationally and embrace 
the message of a world and a community that is 
inclusive of all.” 

 The winners of the contests will be announced 
at the breakfast. Bernard Tyson of the Kaiser Foun-
dation will serve as the keynote speaker. 

 To learn more about Tri-Valley YMCA, call 475-
6108 or visit trivalley.ymcaeastbay.org.

BY JANET PELLETIER
A record 87 percent of residents 

questioned in an annual survey 
on city government rated Liver-
more as having an excellent or 
good quality of life. That figure 
was a 5 percent increase over the 
previous one.

The survey is conducted every 
two years by the National Research 
Center, coinciding with the city 
budget evaluation. The 2008 sur-
vey was mailed to a random sam-
pling of 3,000 residents and gen-
erated 788 responses, according 
to results released in a city of Liv-
ermore newsletter. According to 
the NRC, an increase or decrease 
of more than 3 percent from the 
2006 survey is considered to be a 
“significant” change.

Some of the biggest increases 
from the 2006 survey were in 
the categories of overall appear-
ance—76 percent of residents 
rated it excellent or good (14 per-
cent increase) and cultural activity 
opportunities—60 percent rated 
them excellent or good (21 per-
cent increase). Ninety-two percent 
rated Livermore as an excellent or 
good place to live, while 96 per-
cent said they felt very or some-
what safe in neighborhoods and 
downtown during the day (79 
percent after dark). Fire services 
were rated among the highest of 
city services at 94 percent; police 
services garnered 80 percent; 
library services 92 percent, street 
maintenance 49 percent; land use, 
planning and zoning 49 percent; 
code enforcement 52 percent; and 
city employees’ knowledge 78 per-
cent, responsiveness 70 percent, 
courtesy 79 percent.

Livermore has seen a revival of 
sorts over the past decade with 
the once small, country town 
undergoing a major downtown 
renovation and the growth of 
residential communities and win-
eries. A movie theater, new land-
scaping and hardscaping, res-
taurants and other beautification 
improvements downtown appear 
to have pleased residents. 

But with change also came 
some complaints. While much of 
the news was positive, residents 
did find faults in some categories. 
Residents rated major problem 
areas the city needs to address as 
being: traffic congestion (33 per-
cent); too much growth (18 per-
cent); taxes (17 percent); weeded 
lots, junk vehicles and rundown 
buildings (7 percent); unsuper-
vised youth (12 percent); drugs 
(19 percent); crime (5 percent) 
and graffiti (5 percent). 

A significant portion of residents 
who responded in the survey said 
they were bothered by Livermore 
Airport noise (57 percent), but 
numbers were smaller for motor 
vehicle traffic (38 percent) and 
trains (22 percent).

Livin’ is 
good in 

Livermore
87% of residents in 

survey rate quality of 
life as good or excellent

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Fellowship Breakfast
Tri-Valley YMCA will host a celebration of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. at a Fellowship Breakfast on 
Jan. 26, at the Radisson Hotel, 6680 Regional 
St., Dublin. The winners of the essay and art 
contests will be announced. Call 475-6107 or 
e-mail tstier@ymcaeastbay.org.

COURTESY OF THE YMCA

The Tri-Valley YMCA sponsors events such as the pinewood derby designed to bond fathers with their sons and daughters.

 Livermore resident Lewis Reed has received a 
new national fellowship designed to advance the 
work of individuals with potential to help shape a 
brighter environmental future.

 Reed was one of only 40 people selected from 
competitors nationwide for the TogetherGreen 
Conservation Leadership Program, part of a new 
conservation initiative of the National Audubon 
Society with support from Toyota. Fellows receive 
specialized training in conservation planning and 
execution, the chance to work and share best 
practices with gifted conservation profession-
als, and assistance with project outreach and 
evaluation. Each Fellow will also receive $10,000 
towards a community-focused project to engage 
local residents in conserving land, water and 
energy, and contributing to greater environmental 
health.

 For his fellowship, Reed will focus his efforts on 
leading a cooperative effort between the Livermore 
park district and community volunteers to reduce 
invasive exotic weeds and establish native vegeta-
tion in the grasslands of the Livermore Valley. The 
all-volunteer group will have the opportunity for 
additional mentoring and training through inter-
pretive seminars and educational field trips led by 
Reed, empowering them to have a direct impact in 
improving environmental health.

 Involved in conservation efforts for a decade, 
Reed is currently a park ranger for the Liver-
more Area Recreation and Park District. As 
a student mentor, he helps high school and 
undergraduate students from underrepresented 
communities identify their own career goals 
and learn how to get involved in careers in ecol-
ogy and environmental science—encouraging 

others to pursue education as a means of self-
empowerment.

 “I hope that this project will help raise aware-
ness and build appreciation for this increas-
ingly rare piece of our natural heritage,” Reed said. 
“Most of the undeveloped land around Livermore 
is grassland and in large part people don’t realize 
that even if we never set foot on that land, we 
interact with it. These grassy hills provide forage 
for livestock, sequester carbon and nitrogen emis-
sions from our automobiles, cleanse water that 
fills our reservoirs, and host about 90 percent of 
California’s rare and endangered species.”

 A dedicated researcher, Reed has been awarded 
numerous scientific grants from organizations 
including the British Ecological Society and the 

Illinois State Academy of Science.
—Janet Pelletier

Livermore park ranger gets fellowship
Lewis Reed, one of 40 chosen, will focus on reducing invasive plants in the Valley

YMCA
Continued from PAGE 1
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A Sound Approach 
  To Hearing Care

1530 Holmes Street, Bldg. D
Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 960-0391

Kenneth D. Billheimer, Au.D.
Audiologist

Jacque Pedraza
Licensed Hearing Aid Specialists

4460 Black Avenue, Suite C
Pleasanton, CA 94566

(925) 484-3507

Our goal is to provide advanced, experienced 
care you can trust, with complete audiology 

hearing care services and the newest and best 
in state-of-the-art hearing aids.

Our practice is dedicated to giving you back 
the sweet sounds of life. If you’ve ever wanted 

to know more about hearing health for you or 
someone you love you’ve come to the right place.

Your local professionals, providing high quality hearing health care 
to the Tri-Valley since 1986.

   your existing hearing devices

(925) 600-PURE (7873)
3283 Bernal Ave. Ste 105

In Pleasanton

Please help us preserve life on earth, 
switch to Non-Toxic Dry Cleaning with 

Pure Clean today.

You can receive 
$10 OFF Dry Cleaning 
as a Pure Clean Rewards 

Member! 
See store for details.

Join the 
"Green 

Revolution!"

Please bring in coupon to receive the offer.

Your neighborhood dry cleaners, caring for you, caring for the environment.

TOXIC-FREE DRY CLEANING

JACKETS

$600
 

CLEANED
May not be combined with 

other offers.

$10 OFF 
ANY WEDDING 

GOWNS

May not be combined with 
other offers.

$5 OFF 
Per New Customer

ANY INCOMING 
DRY CLEANING 

OF $20 OR MORE.
May not be combined with 

other offers.

$3500 
Receive any size 

comforter 
While offer lasts. 

Expires Feb. 15, 2009.
May not be combined with 

other offers.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)

®
P062020 0806

SOME OF LIFE’S TOUGHEST 
CONVERSATIONS HAPPEN

OVER COFFEE.
When was the last time you had that conversation about Life Insurance?

Talk to one of us today about your life insurance needs.

Leslie Wolf, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0E18162
7950 Dublin Blvd, Suite 103A
Dublin, CA 94568
Bus: 925-404-2000  
Fax: 925-404-2005

Barb Ellul CLU, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0C50299
11960 Silvergate Drive, Suite 202
Dublin, CA 94568
Bus: 925-828-7111  
Fax: 925-828-9318

Ronald E Rodrigues, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0736854
7027 Dublin Blvd, Suite 615
Dublin, CA 94568
Bus: 925-828-1411  
Fax: 925-828-0640

We offer more 
than a Beautiful 

Smile at

viewdental.com

Affordable Dentistry for Your Situation. 
Your needs. Your wants. Your Smile.

*We accept all major Dental Insurance

(925) 225-9552

Dublin
7040 Dublin Blvd.

Pleasanton
5720 Stoneridge Mall Rd., #295

Two Locations

Affordable 
Dental 

Services
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Tri-Valley PC Medic

Ken Cook
(925) 485-9040
(925) 989-7722 mobile
pc-medic@email.com
www.trivalleypcmedic.com

欣芽學校

Preschool   FULL/HALF DAY

Chinese School   MANDARIN

Summer Camp   JUNE-AUGUST

Afterschool Enrichment

925.828.2468   www.Seed2Sprout.org   Seed2Sprout@Gmail.com
7485 Village Parkway, Dublin, CA, 94568

Don’t let the market 
derail your plans for 
retirement!
We provide comprehensive 
retirement planning for 
families in the Bay Area.

Contact:
Rob Cucchiaro

Financial Planner

925-659-0352
Rob.Cucchiaro@LFG.com

Securities and investment advisory 
services offered through Lincoln Financial 
Advisors, a broker-dealer (member 
SIPC) and registered investment advisor. 
Insurance offered through Lincoln 
Marketing and Insurance Agency, LLC 
and Lincoln Associates Insurance Agency, 
Inc. and other fine companies. Lincoln 
Financial Group is the marketing name 
for Lincoln National Corporation and 
its affiliates.  Branch Address: 3000 
Executive Pkwy Ste 400, San Ramon, CA  
94583  CA Insurance License #0E84116  
CRN200812-2024323

Fridays beginning Feb. 27

This week's top stories & hot picks  

for Livermore and Dublin

You asked for it. You got it. 

                            , TriValley Views' quick-read 

 digest of local news and events, will be emailed 

every Friday, beginning Feb. 27.

Fresh news 

delivered directly 

to your inbox  

Email editor@TriValleyViews.com  
      to receive 

Brought to you by

VIEWS
TriValley

P R I N T  A N D  O N L I N E

No news is good news for TV30. By 
stripping the Tri-Valley’s commu-
nity broadcast station of its costly 

four-day-a-week live news show last June, 
the four mayors who now control TV30 
trimmed $250,000 from a runaway budget 
that had forced city councils (a.k.a. taxpay-
ers) to contribute about $70,000 from each 
of the cities for two years in a row just to 
keep the station on the air. The action came 
after surveys showed that about 70 percent 
of the 200,000 people who live in the TV30 
coverage area never watch TV30 or its sister 
channels 28 (education) and 29 (city gov-
ernment), or had only watched it once. The 
mayors—Jennifer Hosterman of Pleasanton, 
Dublin’s Janet Lockhart (now Tim Sbranti), 
Livermore’s Marshall Kamena and San 
Ramon’s Abram Wilson—replaced the once-
appointed and independent board of direc-
tors and executive directors after two con-
secutive years of runaway budgets. Besides 
the community survey, 
they also brought in 
outside auditors who 
spent three months 
sifting through scraps 
of old budgets and 
financial materials. 
Last June, after cutting 
payroll and programs, 
the mayors approved a 
budget for fiscal 2008-
09 of $587,000, down 
from the $880,193 
spent the year before 
and reasonably bal-
anced with revenue 
that includes $430,000 
a year from Comcast 
and the rest from 
sponsors/advertisers 
who support the non-
profit system. 

They also hired last 
fall a new executive 
director, Melissa Tench-Stevens, who has 
extensive experience in financial manage-
ment as well as 20 years as director of pro-
gramming and station operations for inde-
pendent station KICU, Channel 36 in San 
Jose. Tench-Stevens also was president and 
CEO of the Evers Group in San Jose, which 
produced television programs. Already, 
with just a few months on the job, she has 
successfully produced a series of candidate 
forums covering local city council and 
school board races in the Nov. 4 election, 
and has produced and started broadcasting 
“A Slice of Life” programs that feature each 
of the four cities. These hour-long specials 
are built with four 15-minute stand-alone 
shorts, with Tench-Stevens coordinating 
the topics with the mayors and their city 
managers. Other programs, including the 
“Mayor’s Report,” and council and school 
board meetings from the four cities are con-
tinuing to be broadcast on one of TV30’s 
three channels. Still, with the mayors and 
city councils obsessed with restraining the 
cost of operating a nonprofit television 
broadcast system, station equipment and 
rapidly-changing technology in the industry 
is costing more than Comcast’s contribution 
and sponsorships can cover. Simple repairs, 
such as grid breakers that were broken and 
burned out studio lights to more expensive 
new monitors and software are potential 
budget-breakers that Tench-Stevens has 
to deal with. When she started the job, it 

was not uncommon for TV30 to go “dark” 
during part of the day as it trimmed-down 
workforce tried to fix the problem. Costs 
for high-tech HDTV digital equipment are 
in the tens of thousands of dollars, money 
that TV30 doesn’t have and the city councils 
don’t want to spend. 

There’s also little back-up programming to 
fill time slots when there’s nothing new to 
air. Some programs, including the few fea-
tures that TV30 has produced, run multiple 
times, often months at a time. A “Ghost” 
program, taped at a Museum On Main 
lecture more than two years ago, was run-
ning regularly until Tench-Stevens tossed 
it out.  Even with the budget in sync with 
incoming revenue, Tench-Stevens and the 
mayors face new concerns. The surveys of 
Tri-Valley residents showed that an increas-
ing number of households, particularly in 
Pleasanton and the Dougherty Valley, rely 
on dishtop receivers for satellite TV, bypass-

ing Comcast. These 
providers don’t offer 
TV30 to their sub-
scribers and also don’t 
contribute to the com-
munity television sys-
tem. In 2011, just two 
years from now, Com-
cast’s agreement with 
the cities to provide 
free channel space 
and to collect 50 cents 
from each subscriber 
to support TV30, 
expires. New federal 
regulations give cable 
television providers 
such as Comcast and 
AT&T the right to 
serve their communi-
ties without local reg-
ulations. AT&T, when 
it installed its system 
in San Ramon, agreed 

to a stipulation by the city of San Ramon 
to offer TV30. But to access the station, 
viewers must punch several codes into their 
remotes, a process that most are finding too 
complicated and time consuming. In 2011, 
even the AT&T agreement expires for that 
limited audience in San Ramon. 

For now, through the creative talents 
and experience that Tench-Stevens brings 
to TV30, and the mayors’ monthly board 
meetings to review the station’s needs and 
costs, TV30 will continue with improved 
local programming but probably with 
steadily decreasing revenue. The number of 
Comcast cable subscribers may have peaked 
with AT&T planning to compete in Dublin, 
Pleasanton and Livermore shortly. The eco-
nomic downturn has also affected the num-
ber of sponsorships, with some of the larg-
est accounts opting out, at least until they 
see their own profits back on track. The 
mayors, in their survey, found that other cit-
ies, such as Palo Alto and even Contra Costa 
County (Channel 27 in Pleasanton), own 
and operate their own community television 
stations. Of course, with these local govern-
ments as owners, their stations are hardly 
independent in terms of programming. But 
with the mayors of Pleasanton, Dublin, 
Livermore and San Ramon now in charge 
of TV30, there may be little difference. The 
question is will the four city councils agree 
to foot the bill which only last year they 
grumbled about? 

No news is good news for TV30
BY JEB BING

AROUND  
THE TRI-VALLEY  The Shannon Community Center in west 

Dublin will celebrate its grand opening on 
Feb. 28. 

 The original Shannon Community Cen-
ter closed in 2004 due to extensive water 
and mold damage and was demolished in 
2007. 

 Located at 11600 Shannon Ave., the new 
building includes 19,000 square feet of 
space and provides a banquet hall for 300 
people; a catering kitchen; two preschool 
classrooms; flexible meeting rooms; a staff 
area and support spaces. The mission-style 
building incorporates a terra cotta colored 
tile roof, cream-colored walls, and green 
stone accent tiles. The interior has similar 
finishes and colors that mimic the terra cot-
tas and creams. 

 There is a demonstration garden on the 

lower terrace which can be used as a teach-
ing tool for nature camps. A plaza located off 
of the social hall has a “faerie ring,” , which, 
according to Irish folklore, is where fairies 
rejoice and dance in circles when no one else 
is around. This element will also function as 
an opportunity for donor names for the Dub-
lin Pride Steering Committee.

 The city is accepting facility rental appli-
cations for events after June 1 of this year. 
To download an application, visit www.
ci.dublin.ca.us/pdf/rec/ShannonCommuni-
tyCenterRentalApplication.pdf. They can 
be dropped off at the Parks and Commu-
nity Services office at the library, 200 Civic 
Plaza. For information, call 556-4500. 

 The grand opening will be held from 
noon to 4 p.m. Feb. 28.

—Janet Pelletier

Shannon Community Center opens Feb. 28

Melissa Tench-Stevens
executive director, TV30.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Elizabeth King
REALTOR & LOAN OFFICER

Elizabeth is a Realtor & Loan 
Officer who listens to your 
needs with great care. She 
keeps in contact and gives a 
clear informative outline of 
the real estate transaction. 
She analyzes and negotiates 
for the best possible property, 
value and loan for her clients 
in today’s fluctuating market.

Elizabeth has successfully 
maintained 100% client 
satisfaction for over 4 years.

The price of real estate has 
come down call her today for 
consultation.

RE REALTY EXPERTS
(925) 594-1658
Pleasanton
www.LizKing.net

Charlene McKenney
FINANCIAL REPRESENTATIVE

A Livermore resident, 
Charlene is active in 
the community and the 
industry. As a Northwestern 
Mutual Financial Network 
Representative, I work 
with business owners and 
families, matching their 
needs with innovative 
solutions utilizing world-
class insurance services and 
internationally recognized 
investment products. 
I work hard to build 
relationships based on trust 
and integrity, helping you 
to protect and provide for 
those you care for most.

NORTHWESTERN 
MUTUAL FINANCIAL 
NETWORK
Pleasanton, CA 94588
(925) 225-9500
www.nmfn.com

Kristy Peixoto
ESTATE, RANCH AND LAND 
REALTOR, CRS, GRI

Specializing in Estates, 
Ranches & Land, Kristy 
has been in real estate for 
over 10 years. She works 
side by side with two 
expert Buyers agent who 
specialize in the same. The 
team has received awards 
for top achievement in 
real estate. Kristy is very 
involved her community. 
Let her introduce you to 
her very unique marketing 
style to help you meet 
your Estate, Ranch or Land 
Dreams. Kristy & Co. are the 
Extraordinary Realtors…

J. ROCKCLIFF

(925) 251-2536
(510) 909-4286
www.estatesandranches.com

Linda Traurig
REALTOR, CRS, SRES, GRI, QSC

A commitment to strong 
communication is 
paramount to providing the 
best possible service to my 
clients. I listen, I reflect & I 
react appropriately insuring 
a smooth road through all 
phases of the real estate 
transaction.

I am fortunate to work 
where I live & have lived 
here for over 21 years. I have 
extensive knowledge of 
the TriValley communities, 
leisure activities, shopping, 
schools & business. Families 
relocating will benefit from 
the knowledge I bring above 
& beyond helping them find 
& purchase the ideal home.

ALAIN PINEL

(925) 382-9746
www.lindatraurig.com

Diane Wood 
CERTIFIED MORT. PLANNER

Diane has been a mortgage 
planner for over 21 years. 
She is an expert with first 
time homebuyers but at 
the same time has the 
knowledge and expertise 
to assist the sophisticated 
investor. Diane has been 
an FHA/VA loan specialist 
and trainer for over 20 
years and would be a great 
resource to help counsel 
anyone through the home 
mortgage process.

She is a graduate of SJSU 
with two beautiful grown 
children. She is an active 
member of Cornerstone 
Fellowship in Livermore.

RPM MORTGAGE
Koll Center
Pleasanton, CA 94566
(925) 600-2011

Julie Loomis
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT

As president of JL 
Consulting, Julie Loomis, 
CPA is dedicated to 
working closely with 
business owners, real estate 
investors, and individuals to 
reduce taxes and increase 
profits. We are committed 
to the growth of the local 
accounting and business 
community. We are a 
Certified QuickBooks Pro 
Advisor and members of 
the American Institute of 
CPAs, the California Society 
of CPAs and the Pleasanton 
Chamber.  

JL CONSULTING
A PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOUNTING 
CORPORATION
(925) 846-1859
www.jlcpa.net
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www.angelrelaxcenter.com 
7206 Regional St., Dublin

 925.560.0888
OPEN: 7 DAYS—10AM-10PM

Visit our other locations:
34908 Newark Blvd. Newark

510.713.9668
OR

3900 Pelandale Ave., #105 Modesto
209.543.1888

Experience The Joys Of
FOOT MASSAGE

Conditions Refl exology Benefi ts:
Headaches, Sinus, Stress, Allergies, 
Overweight, Impotence, Insomnia, 

Circulation, Hypertension, 
Diabetes and more!

$5 OFF ONE HOUR FOOT 

Angel Relax Center
W

E

RyNck TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS

Livermore Wheel Works is closed but 
we are still here to help you.

will honor the majority of Livermore 
Wheel Works customer warranties 

at our Livermore store!

We offer quality automotive repair & 
maintenance at an exceptional value.

$1995 $4995
DELUXE LUBE, OIL, 

FILTER CHANGE & TIRE ROTATION
COMPUTERIZED 

VEHICLE ALIGNMENT

 (if applicable)

Must present coupon. Expires 2/20/09 Must present coupon. Expires 2/20/09

Most vehicles 
Plus disposal fee

Reg. $39.95

Save 
$20

Thrust Angle

27 YEARS LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

ATTENTION!
LIVERMORE RESIDENTS

LIVERMORE   1485 First St.  925-455-4330
DUBLIN    6028 Dougherty Rd. 925-833-9700  

(Call store for details)
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Jan. 1-Feb. 13
WRITE A LUCKY LIMERICK
As part of the city of Dublin’s Lucky Limer-
ick competition, original, fi ve-line limericks 
are being accepted now through Feb. 13 for 
judging, awards and publication. Winners will 
receive cash prizes, trophies, free membership 
in the Dublin Sister City Association, a place 
of honor in the St. Patrick’s Day parade and 
invited to read their work at the sister city 
association’s “Green and White Gala.” Forms 
can be picked up at the library, parks and 
community services window in city hall or on 
the web at ww.ci.dublin.ca.us. All ages.

Jan. 26-Feb. 1
SPAY OR NEUTER 
YOUR PIT FOR FREE
The East Bay SPCA will join other Bay Area 
animal shelters in an effort to spay and neuter 
pit bull mixes for free during the week of Jan. 
26. With the goal of curbing the problem of 
pit bull overpopulation, the East Bay SPCA is 
one of the participating agencies that will offer 
free surgeries. Days of surgery and appoint-
ment availability varies by organization. Call 
the Tri-Valley Spay/Neuter Center in Dublin at 
479.9674 or 1-877-4-PIT-FIX.

Jan. 29
DEADLINE APPROACHING FOR 
CITY NOMINATIONS
The deadline to nominate for Dublin Citizen/
Young Citizen of the Year and Organization of 
the Year is 3 p.m. Jan. 29. A gala dinner event 
and celebration will be held Feb. 20 announc-
ing and honoring the winners. Organization of 
the Year wins $500, and a $300 donation will 
be given to each the Citizen and Young Citizen 
of the Year’s favorite nonprofi t organization. 
Forms are available at the civic center, senior 
center, heritage center, library and chamber 
of commerce. They’re also available online at 
www.ci.dublin.ca.us. Call 833-6650.

Jan. 31
LADY K AND THE KINGS OF SWING
Lady K and the Kings of Swing will create 
the sounds of Duke Ellington, Cole Porter, 

Count Basie, Sinatra, Miles, Gershwin, 
Kenton and more from 7-10 p.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 31, at the Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd. It will be an evening of 
toe-tapping fun! Cost is $8 for residents; 
$9 for non-residents; $10 at the door. Call 
556-4511 or visit www.ci.dublin.ca.us.

Feb. 2
CHINESE NEW YEAR 
DRAGON CRAFT
Come and decorate your own dragon with 
Christie by celebrating the Chinese New 
Year Holiday from 4-5 p.m., Monday, Feb. 
2, at the Dublin Library, 200 Civic Plaza. To 
reserve your spot, contact Monica Ten Eyck 
at 828-1315 or mteneyck@aclibrary.org.

Feb. 7
CLAWS FOR PAWS CRAB FEAST 
Join Tri-Valley Animal Rescue from 6-10 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 7, at the Shrine Event Center, 
170 Lindbergh Ave., Livermore, for its fourth 
annual crab feast with all all-you-can-eat 
crab, plus caesar salad, pasta, French bread, 
dessert, coffee and tea and a no host bar. 
Games and drawings for baskets and cash will 
be held. Cost is $50. Visit www.tvar.org or call 
323-8517.

Feb. 14-15
ROMANTIC HORSE-DRAWN 
CARRIAGE RIDES
Take your Valentine on a romantic horse-
drawn carriage ride throughout downtown 
Livermore. Rides take place every half hour 
from 5-9 p.m., Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 
14-15. Carriage rides include a private 20-
minute ride, a box of See’s chocolates, a red 
rose and a split of sparkling wine (or spar-
kling juice) as the perfect compliment to a 
romantic evening. Cost is $60 for sparking 
wine option; $55 for sparkling juice option; 
per couple. To reserve your spot, call 373-

1795.

Feb. 28
LIVERMORE’S 
GOT TALENT
Livermore Rotary 
Clubs presents 
the next best 
thing to NBC’s 
“America’s Got 
Talent” with 
“Livermore’s 
Got Talent” 
competition at 
7 p.m., Satur-
day, Feb. 28, 
at Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 
1st St., Liver-

more. There will be 
top winners in each age category: youth 
(17 and under) and adults (18 and over); 
and the winner in each category will take 
home $2,500. The competition will feature 
singers, dancers, bands, pianists, magicians, 
comedians and other performers. Visit 
www.livermoresgottalent.com.

(Next to Kragen Auto Parts and Wheel Works)

WITH THIS COUPON

With coupon only. May not be combined with any other offer. Expires 2/15/09.

towel drying 

(truck on request)

damp wiped

and out 

Protectant

Under New 

Ownership

The only “Hand” Car Wash in Dublin

 
FREE car wash 

with Dent 
Removal

Detail 
Services 
Available

Dent removal 
available Wednesday

& Saturday 10-1

Hours: 
7 days a week 

9am - 6pm $3 OFF Silver Wash

and Dent Extractors

925.484.KIDS

327 St. Mary Suite A Downtown 
Pleasanton (our former location)

Located near corner 
of Main St & St. Mary

925.846.6600
560 Main St.

 Downtown Pleasanton
Monday through Saturday 10-6, 

and Sunday 11-5

Now Also Open!

Debbie Lopes
www.shopsavvyseconds.com

Save 10%
on any purchase 

exp 2-1-09

Now accepting childrens 
items sizes 2t-10.

Goings On
a calendar of TriValley              events worth a look

Dining Guide
IN THE TRIVALLEYWHERE TO DINE

Amarone Ristoranté Cucina Italiana

680 Main St., Pleasanton
(925) 270-0500
www.amaronepleasanton.com

NOW OPEN! 
Matteo Pasotto, the owner, is from Verona and he 
wanted to name the restaurant after the famous 
wine Amarone from the Valpolicella region. The 
restaurant’s atmosphere, the politeness of its 
owner, and the expertise of its Chef will provide 
your dining experience at Amarone with the 
same romanticized peculiarity of this wine.

Buon Appetito.

C & D Bistro

210 Rose Avenue, Pleasanton
(925) 462-0100
www.CDBistro.com

FRENCH FANTASTIC CUISINE!

We’re not just for those Special Events...Try us 
for an exceptional casual dining experience! 

 Several Entrees  available on  
   half-plates...Just $15.95

Patio Banquet room available

Open 7 days a week 5-10pm

Open for lunch Saturday and Sunday too.

Visit our website to see what’s new!

Lady K and the Kings of Swing
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DUBLIN CORNERS

style meets value
Come in today and let us design a look for
you with the latest designer eyewear and 

cutting-edge optical technology—at a price
that won’t have you seeing double!

A COMPLETE
PAIR OF 
GLASSES 
PLUS A FREE 
2ND PAIR*

$100
OFF

ONE-YEAR 
SUPPLY OF 
DISPOSABLE 
CONTACTS**

$99
FOR 8 BOXES

FRAMES BY MOSCHINO

4540 Dublin Blvd., Dublin
(925) 833-3937

SiteForSoreEyes.com

NOW ACCEPTING

MORE

INSURANCE
PLANS
THAN EVER.

*Offer valid on the purchase of frames and lenses. Free second pair of prescription eyeglasses can be chosen from our large 
special frame selection with single vision clear lenses. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, coupons or insurance programs.
Some restrictions may apply. See store for details. Offer expires 3/31/09.  **After rebate on Easywear lenses. Current prescription
and contact lens fitting may be required. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, coupons or insurance programs. Some
restrictions may apply. See store for details. At participating stores only. Expires 6/30/09.

Book an eye exam appointment online today.
Eye examinations are available by Sterling VisionCare, a California-licensed Vision Health Care Service Plan.

30
YEARS
OF EYECARE
EXCELENCE

corner of Dublin Blvd. & Myrtle Drive

After 25 Years in Business!!
Family Illness Forces Liquidation

YOU BID, YOU SET THE PRICE!!
Buy one piece or a Truckload

Wednesday, Feb. 4th 7pm
Viewing starts at 6pm

Terms of sale: CA$H, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, ATM & DEBIT, SORRY NO CHECKS

Elks Lodge #2117
940 Larkspur Dr., Livermore, CA 94551

Auctioneer Shaun Murphy - ph. (541) 592-6292

Due to family illness - Murphy Auctioneers has been asked to sell at public auction a complete 
inventory of western saddles and horse equipment from Rocky Mountain saddle shop. This is a great 
business liquidating a very nice collection of high end and top quality saddlery. Including over 60 top 
quality saddles - Billy Cook, SimCo, Big W, Texas Saddlery, Saddle King, Silver Royal, King, Outback, 
Wintec, and more! Saddles from 12” to 18” in seat size. Over 100 Wolf Creek and Yucca Flat wool 

saddle blankets, and Equip-Sport memory core saddle pads. Winter blankets: Canvas and StormBuster. 
Leather goods of all kinds, over 100 brindles by Billy Cook, Billy Martin, Silver Royal, McPherson, and 
others! Nylon and leather halters, lots of nice roping breast collars, Cowboy Up bridle and breast 

collar show sets, over 40 silver bits and spurs. This auction has about 400 lots making it impossible 
to list every item. Lots and lots of new and used, plus many unique and 1 of a kind items! This is a 

very complete inventory. To be sold to the highest bidder, piece by piece.

TACK N SADDLE AUCTION


