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Landscape Maintenance

3375 SUITE 30 - 405 PORT CHICAGO HIGHWAY
CONCORD, CALIFORNIA 94520
TEL : (925) 372-9050 FAX : (925) 372-9052

AUTUMN IS A FULL SERVICE LANDSCAPE COMPANY CAPABLE OF PROVIDING A
COMPLETE LINEUP OF LANDSCAPE SERVICES TO MEET ALL YOUR NEEDS FROM

e ALL LANDSCAPING AND IRRIGATION

e SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS, WATERFALLS AND PONDS
¢ OUTDOOR KITCHENS AND ENTERTAINMENT AREAS

e CHILDRENS PLAY AREAS AND SPORTS COURTS

AUTUMN LANDSCAPE CAN ASSIST YOU ON SELECTING THE BEST MATERIALS
AND PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE FOR YOUR
LANDSCAPING FOR YEARS TO COME.

Lic #904719

Is this the new
coffee table?

Own Cool Furniture That Makes You Feel Proud
For Less Than You'll Pay For Furniture-In-A-Box.

Rea“y_ consignment

San Mateo Mtn. View/ LosAltos Saratoga San Rafael Danville
650-577-8979 650-917-8526 408-871-8890 415-456-2765 (925) 866-6164

1888 S. Norfork 141 El Camino Real 600 El Paseo de 863 E. Francisco 1901 Camino Ramon
Saratoga
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Spring is here, so spread some cheer!

It's that time of the year that residents start preparing for summer, spend-
ing more time outdoors—or just bringing the outdoors in. Daylights are a
great way to do that and one Pleasanton company offers unique lighting
that warms the home. When people think spring, they often think flowers
and greenery. The Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club will be holding
their annual plant sale next month, offering an array of plants below nursery
prices. Our focus in this issue is on a special home in the downtown that
holds a key to Pleasanton’s history. The Robinettes own the former Orloff
house, which was built in 1940. They’ve restored it to its former glory, with
some added bonuses that weren’t available during that era—such as a
movie screening room and granite countertops.

It just comes natural

Energy-efficient windows and skylights
will brighten yourhome . ......... ... ... ... .. . .. ..., 5

Let’s gather in the garden

The Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club welcomes
you to the passion for planting. . .......... ... ... ... ... 7

No harm to its charm

Downtown home, circa 1940, maintains its historic look . . . ... 8

Putting the ‘ah’ in spa

Create a relaxing backyard oasis witha hottub ........... 15

Editor: Janet Pelletier
Art Director: Shannon Corey

On the cover: This cozy sitting room off the master bedroom
is one of the few changes Chris and Alan Robinette have made
after buying and preserving the historic pre-World War Il home
of the late Ed and May Orloff on Division Street in 2002. The
house, built in 1940, is on a spacious lot and was one of the
last few homes on the street as Division headed northwest to
join Hopyard and what then was mostly marshland and hop
fields at the edge of Pleasanton. Photo by Shannon Corey.

5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100 PLEASANTON

Pleasanton, CA 94566
(925) 600-0840
www.PleasantonWeekly.com

A Natural Way
to Lose Weight!

Are you feeling sluggish and tired?
Ready to change your Diet?
Cleanse your liver, kidney and colon
Live your most optimal level of body function
You can attain these goals with the
TAHARA DETOX PROGRAM in one month!

LOSE 15 TO
30 LBS.

in 2 Weeks

/. 8% to 15% (average 10%) of body
weight will be lost with Internal
Cleansing!

2. Serious ailments and medical
conditions such as high cholesterol,
hypertension, snoring, asthma, and
allergies can be minimized or
eliminated through this program!

5. Food intake is reduced by producing
early satiety with a prolonged feeling
of fullness!

7. Mind, Body & Spirit revitalization and
rejuvenation benefits continue even
after finishing the program!

Time For...
Spring Cleansing!

-

(925) 249-9642

4725 First Street #270
Downtown Pleasanton
Detox Weight Loss Center  Visit www.taharacenter.com

_____________________________________________________

Typical
Medical
Office’s

Consultation

Body Composition
Analysis!
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PROFESSIONAL HANDYMAN & HOME REPAIR SERVICE

GentzConstructionInc

FORYOUR BUILDING SOLUTIONS

Over 30 Years
Experience

We've got summer all set for you and your kids.
Make the most of your outdoor space with our supetb teak furniture,
while the kids have a blast on their new Backyard Adventures playstructure.

Terra Teak and Garden, we're all set for summer.

$25 o FF e Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Work of $150 - 249 * Carpentry & Crown & Trim
e Doors & Windows

$50 o FF e Electrical / Plumbing

Work of $250 - 499 ¢ Drywall - Repairs & Texturing
* Dry Rot, Deck & Concrete

T $ 1 oo o FF « Tile - Backsplash & Counters

Work of $500 or More * Svaci:n; Liability | d
. iability Insure @m

TERRA
TEAK

[ _ ]
VISA
Mill Valley: 258 Redwood Highway [At Stinson Beach Exit next to Sea Planes ] 415 331 1603 ca" TOday = one ca" Will Fix it All!

Walnut Creek: 2042 Mount Diablo Boulevard [Exit 24 at 680 interchange] 925 935 5553 ( 9 2 5 ) 8 20 - 8 8 8 3

Mountain View: 1064 West El Camino Real, Mountain View [El Camino Real at Castro Street ] 650 969 2200
terrateakandgarden.com CA Contractor’s Lic. #336930
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Natural lighting saves money
and warms up a home

Energy-efficient windows, skylights are gaining momentum

One of today’s most popular home design
features is more natural light, flooding through
windows and dramatically flowing through
skylights. And the options are endless.

As the green building and remodeling
movement gains momentum, energy-effi-
cient venting skylights that
offer no-cost passive flow of
air are getting more attention
from architects, designers and
homeowners.

Natural lighting can add
brightness and warmth to any
home and is a feature Realtors
look for when selling a home
and prospective homebuyers
desire.

Kitchens are prime spots for
venting skylights. There, they
utilize their natural chimney
effect to exhaust moist, heated
air and cooking odors from the

home.
And the trend continues in
bathrooms. According to a

National Home Shopper’s Survey conducted
by the National Association of Homebuilders,
65 percent of homebuyers request skylights
in their bathrooms, where privacy is of the
utmost importance.

For a modern twist on the standard day-
lighting products, consumers have been
checking out Solatube tubular skylights,
which are sold in Alameda and Contra Costa
counties by Pleasanton dealer, Solabrite.

The tubular product comes in a variety of
styles and options. Walk into the Solabrite
studio at 5729 Sonoma Drive, Ste. H, and
you can see the products at work in both an
office, residential and bathroom setting.

Solabrite President John Izzo said he’s
seeing more people looking into Solatube

An alternative to traditional
skylights is the use of tubes
to vent in natural sun light.

products for a number of reasons.

“Cost—it’s one-third to one-fourth of the
cost of a traditional skylight,” Izzo said.
“The quality is also a factor. It spreads light
throughout the space as opposed to a sky-
light, where it just shines downward.”

Solatube products are also
functional for various roof
designs, as opposed to sky-
lights, he said.

Izzo said the lights screen
out harmful ultra-violet rays,
which means they also won’t
allow heat to seep through.
The lights will not fade car-
pets, wood floors, or furniture,
he added.

Solatubes can be run through
floors, added sales director Bill
Creasi, meaning a basement
can have a skylight connected
to the first floor of a home.

A number of special options
can also be added, such as
amber-colored filters which
add a warmer hue to walls, and switches that
adjust the level of preferred light.

1zzo said while the lights are appealing to
a wide variety of people, they are especially
popular with seniors, people who work at
home, and more recently, people who are
environmentally-conscious.

Adding Solatubes to a home can save the
homeowner 20 to 30 percent off of their
energy bill, he said.

Pricing varies, depending on special options
such as lens filters and vents. Solatube prod-
ucts range from about $350 to $950, depend-
ing on whether the customer chooses to
install it themselves or pay for installation.

—Janet Pelletier, (ARA Content)

WWW DIABI.OOASISPOOI.S COM”

SPRING SPECIAI.

FREE Upsnaws

TO COLORED LIGHTS
O FREE ABALONE UssRADE

|c NSE # 874273

"NG AVAILABLE
. .r*
o

Bedding

Plants
Now

In Stock

You Pay 1.99

99°

Your Choice
Atfter $1 Mail-In
Rebate Limit 4
per household

13W Compact
Fluorescent
Bulb

Natural white or
soft white.

W 784 415, 296 B6
Consumer responsible for
taxes. While supplies last.

99 18" x 30" Coir

Doormats
Coir-row center with

scrolled rubber edge.

Treuelalue. Choose rectangles or
half-round.

Cholce

W 367 474, 847 143 B6
While suppl\es last.

ema

99 24" Super
Bulldozer Push
Broom
For indoor/outdoor

use. 5-yr. warrapty.

W 687 866 F4
While supplies last,

BARGAIN BARGAIN BARGAIN

Pleasanton

1807 Santa Rita Rd, Suite N

Phone (925) 846-0660

Corner of Valley and Santa Rita next to Sunshine Saloon
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DIABLO FLOORING, INC

WHERE SERVICE AND QUALITY MATTER

CARPET HARDWOOD LAMINATE TILE VINYL

FREE ESTIMATES

Exact pricing, no rough estimates
Residential/Commercial
Financing Available

% 9 (925) 426-RUGS (925) 426-7847
. www.DiabloFlooring.com

—GALLERY— with sl 5600-D Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

228 Railroad Avenue, Danville | 925-837-3680 e 3732 Stanley Boulevard, Pleasanton | 925-417-7453 CA License #898787
www.kdckitchens.com

Lk
]
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Voted Best Kitchen / Bath Remodeler by the readers of Pleasanton Weekly

Plus!

' ' i ou ,__,,,_.-'
tempting price BYeph o grow T
Where experience makes a -4 i

beautiful difference. (&l season long)
E a 4" pots,
Reg. $1.79

wide selection to choose from

navletsgardens.com

N

check out our “just tomatoes” class
with Buzz Bertolero - The Dirt Gardener

Saturday, March 29, 10am in Fremont
and 2pm in Pleasant Hill

Open seven days a
week from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Concord Danville Fremont Martinez Pleasant Hill
1555 Kirker Pass Rd. 800 Camino Ramon 46100 Warm Springs Bivd. 6740 Alhambra Ave. 2895 Contra Costa Bivd.
(925) 681-0550 (925) 837-9144 (510) 657-751 (925) 935-9125 (925) 939-9000

£ ©2008West
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Good times bloom
with garden club

Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club
meets the first Tuesday of each month

by Emily Atwood

photos by Shannon Corey Leighton said she enjoys it because of the
personal satisfaction of planting a beauti-

Gardening is a tried and true hobby ful garden that enhances her home’s yard.

that has many devotees in Pleasanton, “And it also helps a home’s value,” she

as evidenced by the well-established added.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club. The group meets at Alisal Elementary

The group of about 70 to 80 mem- School, 1454 Santa Rita Road, at 7 p.m.

bers meets once a month to discuss the first Tuesday of each month, except

various topics relating to gardening and on election days. The club welcomes

hear from a guest speaker. Past speak- newcomers. To learn more, call Leighton

ers include authors and local gardening at 417-8809. m

enthusiasts, like Dolores Bengtson when

she discussed gardening in Tanzania,

Africa at the March meeting. Garden inspired

Sally Leighton, publicity chair for the
club, said it’s a good place for people in The fifth annual Bay-Friendly
the area to get information about garden- Garden Tour will be held April 27,
ing. The group goes on several field trips showcasing 30 private and pub-
as well, with past trips including the Fioli lic gardens throughout Alameda
Center in Woodside, Calif. and all the County. Pleasanton, Dublin and
way up to Napa. Livermore gardeners adapt tradi-

Subgroups, such as one for herbs and tional landscapes with draught-

another for floral arranging, meet once tolerant perennials better suited
a month. Garden club members also to the valley. Backyard farmers
maintain various gardens around the across the county grow harvests
area, including one at Camp Arroyo in of fruit and vegetables and keep
Livermore and the sensory garden behind goats, chickens and bees. All Bay-
the Pleasanton Senior Center. Friendly gardens employ natural
The club’s annual plant sale is coming up gardening practices.

April 5 at the Amador Valley High School The free, self-guided tour will
parking lot, 1155 Santa Rita Road. be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“It’s a major fundraiser for the club,” Registration is required and can be
she said. “There are hundreds of plants for done online at www.BayFriendly.
sale below nursery prices because they’re org or by calling (510) 444-SOIL
grown and donated by club members.” by April 15.

What attracts so many to the hobby?

W

Anan g
" -

L
5

Spring Home & Garden ¢ March 21, 2008 » Page 7



Home @

1940 home changes owners but not its charm

STORY BY JEB BING ¢ PHOTOS BY SHANNON COREY

Alameda County District Attorney Tom Orloff should be proud. The home where he grew
up at 690 Division St. near downtown Pleasanton looks much the same as he remembers it
after his parents, Ed and Amy Orloff, built it in 1940 and lived there the rest of their lives.

Even the large “social room” on the lower
level where Tom, his sister Linda and their
parents frequently entertained continues to
be the place where the home’s new owners,
Chris and Alan Robinette, spend much of
their time. It’s the perfect spot for major
get-togethers like for the Superbowl, for
“girls’ night out,” and the occasional men’s
poker game. After all, it’s the only room
in the tri-level house that has a TV, with
the room now boasting eight special-order
lounge chairs and a wall-size DLP projec-
tion screen.

The Robinettes, who moved to Pleasanton
from Orange County in 1985 and lived in
Pleasanton Valley, bought the Orloff home
in 2002. Alan and Chris, who own Window-
ology at 4225 Stanley Blvd., wanted to live
close to work and within walking distance
of downtown. Working with Real Estate
Broker Mike Carey, they found the Orloff
home on the market after Amy Orloff’s
death and bought it for $820,000. Its market
value today is close to $2 million.

The Orloffs built the original 2,500-
square-foot home for $10,000, “which in
1940 was an unbelievable price to pay for
a house at the edge of Pleasanton,” Alan
Robinette said. Although the Division Street  The living room looks much as it did in 1940, with a quarter-sawn oak floor and darker walnut inlays. Besides new wall
bridge was in place, Division Street and finishes, the only change was to place marble over the original brick-front fireplace to make the room more formal.
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light and space.

Hopyard Road going northwest were narrow two-lane streets
that ended in marshland and hop fields beyond what is now
Valley Avenue.

Ed Orloff and his next door neighbor Howard Hansen
were part of the families that owned and operated two dair-
ies under the Hansen-Orloff Dairy name--one at the corner
of Black and Santa Rita and one on Hopyard Road. The two
families provided milk for Bay Area residents from 1919
to 1947. In 1947 the dairies were divided into two separate
operations by the partners. Both dairies eventually ceased
operation and were sold for development.

“Howard Hansen, who still lives next door, told me that
he started selling off his part of the land when the state said
he had to give some up to make way for the construction of
1-680,” Robinette said. “So you can see we’re talking about a
lot of acreage.”

For the Robinettes, the Orloff home was unique because it
was a high quality home that had been extremely well main-
tained, and yet had not lost its original charm. Often when
older homes go on the market, Robinette said, they have
either been neglected so that their original historical value is

The Robinettes removed a wall that once separated the kitchen and this breakfast room facing onto Division Street, adding more

gone, or these homes have been “improved” with non-period
elements, so much so that there’s little left of the original
house to see.

“For us, here was a home always owned by Ed and Amy
Orloff, who built it, and maintained it,” Robinette said. “Little
was changed from the day they moved in. Chris and I have
worked hard to keep it in just that same mint condition,
changing only a few parts of the house to meet contemporary
needs while embracing period elements wherever possible.”

The changes included placing marble over the brick
fireplace to add additional formality to the living room,
replacing the kitchen linoleum floors with stone tiles, and
changing the wood countertops in the kitchen and laundry
room with honed granite. The original lighting fixtures have
been restored, and additional period fixtures from the 1930s
have been added. Even the cupboard door knobs and drawer
handle details were important to the Robinettes. When addi-
tional cabinets were added, they searched exhaustively to
find original matching hardware.

» Continued on page 11

Kitchen window sits above the original Kohler cast-iron farm sink
and the original cupboards.

Granite countertops and Travertine tile floors have replaced

the original wooden tops and floor linoleum. The granite was
sanded down to remove its shine to help keep the kitchen’s vin-
tage look.

Spring Home & Garden ¢ March 21, 2008 ¢ Page 9



Add Beauty With Tile
& Natural Stone

Welcome

What home doesn’t

look and feel better
after a little facelift?
The good news is it
can be affordable and
less time-consuming
than you might
think. Find out how
we can make your
home improvement
ideas come to life.
Our design team and
professional tradesmen

deliver each job

(small or large) with

outstanding results.

www.fraziertile.com

925.648.7632

Lic. #646670

AFFORDABLE ONE DAY M AKEOVERS

BIG I
DoG I}

prare. i

Landscape
Design

I I}ﬂﬁ;f Best Lm}dsr.:.tpf Designer
- “L'F by Danwville Weekly Readers

www.bigdogdesigner.com

FREE

1 hour design consultation

on or before 4-15-08
2 (925) 324-0729

HUGE FURNACE SALE
SAVEIMONEYAONYYOURIHEATINGIBILLS;
Old furnaces will waste your hard earned dollars

Best Price Guaranteed.

Help Your Environment
Go Green with TRANE

12 Months

No Interest ¢ No Payments
On select systems and on approved credit

16 Years of Honest,
Quality Service

Danville & San Ramon Areas Since 1992

925-820-0866

* ALL TECHNICIANS FULLY TRAINED AND CERTIFIED
 FULLY INSURED & BONDED
Lic #639708

COMMERCIAL = RESIDENTIAL
SERVICE » INSTALLATION

Airquest is an independent contractor
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(Above) The lower level of the Orloff home is where the Robinettes have brought in 21st century upgrades, with eight recliners that face a wall-size theater screen (lower right) and a long counter for .
refreshments and snacks at the other end.

the Robinettes added.

Preserving the past

» Continued from page 9

“Oh, and we tore off the many layers of
wallpaper in the kitchen and a few other
rooms, painting most of those walls instead,”
said Chris Robinette. “That was quite a job.
Wallpaper in those days was glued on to stay.
Interestingly, though, with each new sheet
we unpeeled, we found a written date by the
person who hung the paper, so it was history
being discovered in the process.”

The Orloffs slept in a master bedroom at
the top of the second level of stairs, with Tom
Orloff in the other upstairs bedroom. Their
daughter Linda Orloff had a large bedroom
on the main level, which the Robinettes made
into a master suite by adding a sitting room,
a walk-in closet and a large bathroom with a
Jacuzzi tub and walk-in shower. Before that,
the Orloffs had one full bathroom upstairs
and a half-bath on the main level off the

Master suite opens onto a step-down sitting room with a walk-in closet and large bathroom that

laundry room which, in 1940, was a luxury
few homeowners had.

Walking into the house from the main
Division Street entryway, the spacious living
room is on the right with the formal dining
room on the left and the kitchen beyond it.
The Robinettes removed a wall that once sep-
arated the kitchen and a breakfast room fac-
ing onto Division Street, and have upgraded
the appliances, yet kept the original Kohler
cast-iron farm sink and the original cup-
boards, although they have been refinished.

Walking towards the back of the house,
the kitchen opens into a large mud room that
was once the laundry room. The new laundry
room occupies what used to be a storage
room towards the rear. Swapping the rooms
created a more effective use of space.

Outside, brick-like pavers have replaced
the large asphalt driveway that serves both
the original two car garage and a second
larger garage and storage area the Orloffs

» Continued on page 13

With closet space a premium in most 1940-era homes, the Robinettes make use of every available
wall, including adding this drop-down ironing board and granite-topped counter, using original
cupboards, doors and hardware.

Spring Home & Garden e March 21, 2008  Page 11
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%e finest interiors begin with good
| taste. Good interior design doesn’t have
to be expensive, but mistakes always are!

°fet our designers help you avoid costly
mistakes and help you find the right
decorating solution!

HunterDouglas

Fine Furniture Custom Draperies SPRING SAVINGS!
Bernhardt, Century, Lane, Swags, Valances, S $200
Hickory-White etc. Roman Shades ave up to 5200 on

Duette® Honeycomb Shades or
Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

Save 20-30%  Save up to 25%

120 W. Linda Mesa Ave ¢ Danville » 925.837.0997
www.indesign-interiors.com

Discover the Indesign difference-where Design becomes affordable!

Ask us for details today!
Sales runs March 1-May 31, 2008

------------
v -

8 ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!

CALL HOUSE PREP FOR ALL OF
YOUR CLEANING & RESTORATION NEEDS
+ POWER WASHING ¢ GUTTER CLEANING

e DECK & FENCE RESTORATION
e CONCRETE SEALENT ¢ ROOF & GUTTER REPAIR

(925) 946-2500

\
nenot
W v\\Q

Sarving The Bay Ared

HONSE PREP

Tha House Proparalion Team

S F 0 ver 30 Years,' =
l' lzty A_ssm’é{{ z

‘“*L‘KMINATE
CARPET
VINYL

TILE

S Free Estimates

.

—

SILMAR.

FLOORING

Residential - Commercial * Hospitality =

(925) 846-7600
Ave

" _—

Hours: M-F 10am-5:30pm, Sat IO-an’F-;ip: _ ;:T:

e 8
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Abbey Carpet & Floor payments
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2009!
at Am Soal

Carpet * Laminate * Hardwood * Window Fashions

www.firstchoiceabbeycarpet.com

Open Seven Days A Week
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Select Designs
Furniture

Spanish/Mexican
Old World Style

We feature One-of-kind
furniture with rustic elegance!

< New collection of DOORS!

% Reclaimed Wood and fine
hardwoods for your custom
piece.

www.selectdesignsfurniture.com

876-8956

We have been painting houses
and commercial buildings in the
Diablo Valley for nearly 20 years.

Interior & Exterior Painting ® Wood Finishing & Refinishing
Power Washing * Deck Restoration

Check us out at: Www.Alamopainting.com
1-800-OK-ALAMO

Lic#793866
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The Robinettes use the same covered.space that the rIoff family s for years for their own
warm weather parties, although with modern convenient upgrades. The 1940s backyard swim-
mmg pool was refinished, but otherwise looks the same in the nearly half-acre lot..

Preserving the past

» Continued from page 11

used in their dairy farm business. The Orloffs
also put in a swimming pool, which the
Robinettes refinished but otherwise looks
the same. The Orloffs also held frequent
backyard barbecues, and now the Robinettes
use the covered space for their own warm
weather parties, although they’ve added a
larger gas grill.

Downstairs—the lower level of the
Orloff home—is where the Robinettes have
brought in 21st century upgrades. A wall-
size theater screen dominates one end of
the room; a long counter for refreshments
and snacks the other. Chris Robinette said
their daughters, who graduated from Valley
Christian School in Dublin, have held many
birthday and after-school parties and other
social get-togethers there. The Orloffs also
were known to have frequent social events
there and the room was a favorite gathering
place for the Orloff family.

A look around the old Orloff house also

shows many added special window treat-
ments by the Robinettes who, after all, are
professionals at this. They’ve owned and
operated their Window-ology business for 16
years where they design, sell, manufacture
and install custom window treatments for
homes and businesses. The Roman window
shades that passers-by can see in the large,
curved bay windows that front on Division
Street can be electronically lowered and
raised with a push of a button.

The Robinettes are members of the
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce and are
life members of the Amador-Livermore
Valley Historical Society (the Museum On
Main). Examples of their work can be seen
throughout Pleasanton, namely the wood
toned blinds along with the drapery at the
Pleasanton Library. Their work is also on
display in a majority of the restaurants
in downtown Pleasanton, as well as in
many homes and businesses throughout the
Valley.

The Robinettes can be reached at their
Window-ology business at 462-1207 from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. m

rl
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Alpha
Cunbtruc:lc}n

Specializing in bathrooms,
kitchens, additions, decks, I
recessed lighting, electrical
and general repairs.
——

Free Estimates
and Affordable Pricing

925.399.5735

i alphaconstruction925@gmail.com

Serving the community
since 1978

License #350419

~ As we come owt of our
hotnation. Hhe
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- MW oned

in the old
Kottinger Barn

200 Ray St. Pleasanton
925-600-0460

ALEXANDRIA'S FLOWERS

b © © 3037 Hopyard Road
T T] Hopyard Village
Shopping Center

Pleasanton
925-484-1149

ptownflowers.com

WHEN
ONLY THE
BEST WILL

DO!

SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE
CORNER AND WE'VE BEEN BUSY
FILLING THE SHOP WITH WONDERFUL
HOME DECORATIVE TREASURES TO
PLEASE THE MOST DISCERNING TASTE!

Quality — Variety — Creativity — Sophistication — Customer Service

Remodel Your Bath
in Just One Day!

* Baauliful DuraBath S5P battiub liners & wall suround systems
* Tub 10 shower conversions
* Frea in-home consullatian

925-6T6-B422
1-B00-BATHTUS (228-4862)
i rebath com

by
LLBURY
SHOWER

RE-BATH ey

“The Refreshing Remodel” ™
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Go Green
for Less!

Brighten dark rooms
naturally!

Brighten up dark bathrooms,
closets, hallways, and kitchens
by adding natural light to areas
you never thought possible.

e Fits all roof types

¢ Professionally installed
in two hours

* The more you buy,
the more you save

e |nteractive showroom with all sizes,
accessories and options on display

o NEW! Designer Touches options
now available

* 12 month same as cash financing
available 0.A.C.

Spring Special!
March 21-April 30
* Install by 3/31 for additional savings! *

rB:y 2 N

| Save $50 Starting
| Buy 3 as low as
| Save $100. $625
| Buy 4 Ipstalled

| Save $200 |

Call for details.

SOLA: "BRITE

Premier - . SOLATUBE. Dealer

rian in Dayhghting

Call now for a free in-home consultation!

925.600.1400

«\ 5729 Sonoma Drive, Suite H ® Pleasanton

www.solabrite.com
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“Wow'’s are

680 San Ramon Valley Blvd. a real Ity e

Sycamore Square (across from the Livery)
Danville ® 925-831-9500
10am-5pm Monday-Saturday

www.kitchensofdiablo.com
Contractors Lic. #322951

at Kitchens
of Diablo!”

Come Wmo& F-'-*

S’I@Nﬁ/om{s

FOUMNTAINS & DECOR

e Water Fountains ® Garden Street Lamps
e Statuary ® Wrought Iron ® Water Furniture
e Event Facility ® Gift Certificates

252 Main Street, Downtown, Pleasanton ® 925.462.9497
® Wednesday ~ Sunday ® www.SerenityStoneworks.com
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i
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Home & Garden

Hot tubs provide a relaxing
outdoor paradise for homeowners

by Janet Pelletier

In just a few short weeks, a number of Pleasanton residents
will be in the market for a new spa.

“The sun comes out and it happens,” said Mike Briones,
owner of the Pleasanton Pool Center, 5513 Sunol Boulevard.

Many look to add features and added bonuses to their
homes, especially considering the effects of a slumping
housing market. But aside from adding value to a home,
people like spas as sort of a getaway from the stresses of
everyday life.

“People like to see that environment, a little oasis environ-
ment with a nice warm spa to get into, where you can look at
the stars, relax, unwind,” Briones said. “It’s a big added value
to a backyard or even a social place. My kids are in ours all
the time—as many as they can fit in it, it seems like.”

The spas fit well into the type of customer who is looking
to create an all-inclusive outdoor hangout.

“People who have pools and spas tend to use their backyard
a lot more,” Briones said. “Between the barbecue, the pool
and the spa, there’s a lot of backyard theme parks going on.
You have the whole kitchens being added, the barbecue, the
TVs.”

One trend Briones said he has noticed is a push for more
energy-efficient hot tubs, which tend to use up a lot of elec-
tricity to keep a cozy temperature.

“There are new multi-speed, variable speed pumps that are
very energy-efficient that are being mandated to be put in,”
Briones said.

While the cost to run spas can be a deterrent for some
interested buyers, Briones said manufacturers are working to
make them more cost and energy-efficient.

Depending on what you’re looking for, spas can range in
price from $2,000 up to $10,000. Most select hot tubs that are
somewhere in the middle, Briones said.

Special features to a spa include surround sound speakers,
a pop-up TV, waterfall and LED lighting. Briones recom-

mends that spa owners add landscaping elements for visual |
appeal, such as a trellis, lighting and plants. m

Mé_muw Turn Your Landscaping S P R I N G S P E c I A L

Landscaping Dream Into Reality Custom Storage Sheds

Lic #765473

Our 15 years of experience allow From $260000
Mountain Valley Landscaping to for10'x 12"
implement stunning, long-lasting . Costs less than other
results at a fraction of the time and prefabbed options

expense normally associated with
high quality landscape projects.

» Match to your home’s
exterior style

* Design & Planning

* Site Preparation, Construction &
Installation

* Water Features, Ponds, Fountains
& Integrated Spas

* BBQs

* Dry Stream Beds

* Custom Lighting Features &
Electrical

* Irrigation & Drainage

» Custom Plant Design & Selection

« Can be finished for that
additional space needed—
Playroom, office, pool
house, workout room

alhoun

onstruction

® Kitchen/Bath Remodeling ® Room Additions & More
"No job is too small"

(925) 330 - 0965

Free design consultation and estimate with this ad ($500 value). www.Ccalhounconstruction.com
925.209.3503 - www.mvilandscape.com Bus. Lic # 899014
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Revitalize both body and mind
with an exhilarating shower.
Whether it's an energizing
start or a relaxing finish you
crave, our innovative fixtures
will produce an unforgettable
showering experience.
Customize your own sensory
experience with nearly
instantaneous temperature,
adjustable sprays, and
dramatic designs.

Don’t miss our APRIL SHOWERS event!
Call Today for Details.

Aew Luzary Jaths

BATH & KITCHEN SHOWROOM

(925) 443-BATH (2284)

1 East Airway Boulevard e Livermore
M-F: 9-5 SAT: 10-4

newluxurybaths.com

 TATTERED 'TREAS .
Wit e ATATER

925426.8844
MON-Fri 10-6 * Sat & SuN 11-5

5737 Valley Avenue, pleasanton
in the hopyard village, corner of hopyard and valley

Ceramic Tile ¢ Marble
Granite ® Slate
Travertine ® Limestone

Wide Selection
of Handmade Tile

Complimentary
Design
Consultation

4175 First Street
Livermore:

2172 San Ramon Blvd., Ste. D
San Ramon:

925.831.8685

925.454.8583

Siena Tile & Stone

BEAUTIFUL . ELEGANT . DISTINCTIVE

QUAKE-UP
BAY AREA!

and PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT!

with the new FIHE'ST['P

WALV, FME
DIETHRImUTONS

Certified by state of CA.
30 yr. Warranty
Made in USA

The Fire-Stop Valve eliminates the potential of natural gas fires or explosions following a major
earthquake (5.2 or greater) by automatically shutting off and disconnecting the natural gas supply
to your home, outside at the utility meter.

IT’S SIMPLE!
IT’S AFFORDABLE!
IT MAKES YOU AND YOUR NEIGHBORS SAFER!
ORDER YOURS TODAY!
YOU'LL FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!

We can’t prevent earthquakes, but today, with this elegantly simple,
and affordable technology, we can stop natural gas fires.

CALL 1-800-978-1220
www.firestopvalve.com
DON'T LEAVE YOUR HOME WITHOUT IT!

Manufactured by Seismic Safety products under a licensing agreement for Fire-Stop Valve, Inc. California State Law allows factory certified technicians to install these devices as nondicense
operators, not licensed by the contractors state license board. Bonded, Insured.

© 2008 Fire-Stop Value Inc.




