
 

 

February 10th, 2021 
 
The Honorable Governor Newsom 
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol, First Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Safe Re-Opening of Youth Sports 
 
Dear Governor Newsom, 
 
I would like to start by thanking you for your work to continue to fight the COVID-19 pandemic and for prioritizing the safe return to 
school for our children. I would also like to urge you and the California Department of Public Health to reexamine the public health 
guidelines and prioritize the physical and mental health of our kids by ensuring their return to outdoor organized sports as soon, and 
as safely, as possible. Sports are an important part of our children’s school experience, an important outlet for their physical and 
mental health, and an important avenue for many to access higher education opportunities. 
 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the necessary public health measures and subsequent closure of schools and activities have 
had an immeasurable toll on the mental and physical health of our youth. As schools have remained closed and students see 
another school year slipping away, they are feeling increasingly helpless. One coach I spoke with said he would need counselors 
present if he has to tell his players that they would not be able to play this season because he is that concerned about the adverse 
mental health effects the disappointing announcement could have on them. 
 
Throughout the state, club programs and other private gatherings are filling the gap left by the shutdown of traditional school-based 
sports. In my own district, I am seeing unsanctioned gatherings of players and parents often run by coaches that do not hold the 
same certifications as our school programs. In the absence of updated guidelines and supervision, many are not following safety 
precautions and public health guidance, putting players and our communities at a much higher risk of contracting COVID-19. It 
would be far safer to have our students playing under the supervision of their local teams, athletic directors and qualified coaches 
under clear guidelines. I am confident that our school coaches and athletic directors will enforce safety protocols and take every 
precaution that the state and local health departments outlines. I urge the California Department of Public Health to reevaluate 
outdoor youth sports for their safety and create guidelines that support a safe return to the fields for our children. 
 
Thank you for your continued consideration of a quick and safe return to outdoor sports. I urge you and the California Department 
of Public Health to move quickly. The health, safety, and well-being of our children are too important to delay.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

     
Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 
16th Assembly District 


