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COUNTY COUNSEL’S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF 
MEASURE E

ANALYSIS BY THE COU NTY COU NSEL FOR 
THE COU NTY OF ALAMEDA OF A DUBLIN 

U NIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT SPECIAL 
PARCEL TAX MEASURE

Measure E, a Dublin Unified School District (“District”) 
special parcel tax measure, seeks voter approval to authorize 
the District to renew and extend a special parcel tax in the 
amount of $96.00 per year on each parcel of taxable real 
property, beginning July 1, 2019 for nine years, to fund the 
programs set forth in the measure.  The District’s voters 
previously authorized a special parcel tax assessment at 
the same rate on November 4, 2008 and renewed it for five 
years on May 6, 2014.

A school district has the authority to levy special taxes 
upon approval by two-thirds of the votes cast on the special 
tax proposal.  (See Cal. Const. Art. XIII A, § 4; Art. XIII 
C, §2; Cal. Gov’t Code §§ 50075-50077, 50079, & 53722.) 

If two-thirds of the qualified electors voting on this 
measure vote for approval, the special tax revenue will be 
used for the specific purposes set forth in the full text of 
the measure printed in this sample ballot.  Those purposes 
include, but are not limited to: attracting and retaining 
teachers, preventing class size increases, and maintaining 
libraries, instructional materials, and classroom technology. 
The measure further provides that the Board of Trustees will 
use the revenue for those purposes, unless it determines in 
any given year that changes in student population, fiscal 
constraints, or other changes in state or federal funding 
make doing so infeasible or inadvisable.  A community 
oversight committee will help ensure that the special tax 
monies are spent for their authorized purposes and report 
annually to the Board of Trustees and the community on 
the expenditure of such monies.

If the measure passes, the tax will be collected by 
the Alameda County Treasurer-Tax Collector at the same 
time and in the same manner as ad valorem property 
taxes are collected.  Annual exemptions are available for 
certain seniors and persons on Social Security Disability 

or Supplemental Security Income upon application 
to the District as outlined in the text of the measure.  
Individuals seeking any one of the exemptions must apply 
to the District on or before July 1, 2019 or July 1 of any 
succeeding tax year.  Any contiguous parcels used solely 
for one owner-occupied, single-family residence and held 
under identical ownership shall, upon approval of an 
application to the District, be treated as a single parcel 
for purposes of the special tax.

If two-thirds of the qualified electors voting on this 
measure do not vote for approval, the measure will fail, and 
the District will not be authorized to extend the special tax.

This measure is placed on the ballot by the governing 
board of the District.
s/ DONNA R. ZIEGLER 

County Counsel
The above statement is an impartial analysis of 

Measure E, which measure is printed in full in this 
sample ballot pamphlet. If you desire an additional copy 
of the measure, please call the Elections Official’s office at  
(510) 272-6933, and a copy will be mailed at no cost to 
you. You may also access the full text of the measure 
on the Alameda County website at the following address: 
www.acvote.org.

DUBLIN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT MEASURE E

“Without increasing the existing 
tax rate and to maintain high 
quality education for Dublin 

students by attracting/retaining qualified 
teachers; sustaining academic achievement in math, 
science, reading, writing, engineering, and technology; 
preventing class size increases; maintaining school 
libraries, instructional materials and classroom 
technology, shall Dublin Unified School District 
renew the expiring $96 parcel tax for nine years, 
raising $1,700,000 annually, with senior exemptions, 
independent oversight, no money for administrators’ 
salaries and all funds for Dublin schools?”

E YES

NO
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ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE E

Vote YES on E to maintain our excellent Dublin schools 
and local control—without increasing taxes.
We take pride in our outstanding teachers and the high level 
of reading, writing, math and science programs Dublin 
schools provide.  Our students are in smaller class sizes, 
allowing for more individualized attention from teachers.
This is why Measure E is so important. Our schools rely 
on stable, locally-controlled funding to protect quality 
academic programs and high student achievement—but this 
funding will expire in just a few months. Measure E will 
renew this critical local funding without increasing taxes.
If Measure E doesn’t pass, our schools will lose $1.7 
million each year, which is the equivalent of laying off 20 
teachers, increasing class sizes and cutting science, reading, 
technology and elective programs. We need Measure E 
to maintain strong student achievement and to continue 
preparing students for college, careers and the competitive 
economy.
Vote YES on E for Dublin Students

•  Attract and retain high-quality teachers
•  Support academic achievement in math, science, 

reading, writing, engineering and technology
•  Prevent increases in class sizes
•  Maintain school libraries, current instructional 

materials and classroom technology
•  Maintain assistance for students reading below their 

grade level
Vote YES on E: Renew Local Funding WITHOUT 
Increasing Taxes

•  All Measure E funds will continue to be controlled 
locally

•  Every penny supports Dublin schools
•  No funds can be taken away by the State
•  No funds can be used for administrator salaries
•  Independent citizen oversight will continue to be 

required
Even if you don’t have school-aged children, protecting the 
quality of our local schools helps protect property values 
and make our neighborhoods more desirable.
Our community has come together to support Measure 
E.  Join Dublin community leaders in voting YES on E 
for Dublin students—keep our Dublin schools at the top 
without increasing taxes.
s/ TIM SBRANTI 

Former Dublin Mayor and Teacher
s/ SOBIA QURESHI 

Citizens Bond Oversight Committee Member and 
Dublin Partners in Education (DPIE) Board President

s/ HEINZ GEWING 
Longtime Resident and Former DUSD Superintendent

s/ LORIANNE R. VENTURA 
Dublin Principal

s/ RAMEET KOHLI 
Former Dublin Planning Commissioner

NO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE E  
WAS SUBMITTED
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FULL TEXT OF MEASURE E

EXHIBIT A
FULL TEXT OF SPECIAL PARCEL TAX MEASURE 

For 
DUBLIN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Dublin Unified School District 
Student Achievement Measure

INTRODUCTION
Without increasing the existing tax rate and to maintain high 
quality education for Dublin students by attracting/retaining 
qualified teachers; sustaining academic achievement 
in math, science, reading, writing, engineering, and 
technology; preventing class size increases; maintaining 
school libraries, instructional materials and classroom 
technology, shall Dublin Unified School District renew 
the expiring $96 parcel tax for nine years, raising at least 
$1,700,000 annually, with senior exemptions, independent 
oversight, no money for administrators’ salaries and all 
funds for Dublin schools?
PURPOSE
Dublin Unified School District (“District”) provides its 
students with a high-quality and challenging education. Our 
excellent teachers and outstanding staff prepare students to 
excel in their transition and excel in college, their careers 
and the competitive economy. 
Since 2008 our community has supported a local parcel 
tax of $96 that provides locally-controlled funding for 
our schools. This funding has helped to maintain the high 
level of reading, writing, math and science instruction in 
our schools and helps retain high-quality teachers in our 
classrooms. In addition, this funding maintains small class 
sizes that allow teachers to work more closely with students. 
All funds received stay in Dublin and none of the funds 
received are used for administrations salaries. 
This source of local funding is currently set to expire in 
June 2019. If this funding is not renewed, our schools would 
lose at least $1.7 million in annual funding, which is the 
equivalent of eliminating twenty or more teachers and staff, 
and thus be required to cut academic programs, eliminate 
services, and/or increase class sizes due to the fiscal impact 
of the loss of these funds.
To protect the quality of education and instruction in our 
local schools, the Dublin Unified School District Board of 
Trustees has placed Measure E on the May ballot to renew 
this funding for nine (9) years without increasing tax rates. 
Funds from this measure could be used to: 

• Attract and retain high quality teachers
•  Support academic achievement in math, science, 

reading, writing, engineering and technology
• Prevent increase in class sizes 
•  Maintain school libraries, current instructional 

materials and classroom technology
•  Maintain assistance for students reading below their 

grade level

Measure E continues to require strict fiscal accountability 
protections, including: 

•  All funds raised by the measure will continue to be 
controlled locally

•  All funds would go to local schools and could not 
be taken away by the state

•  None of the funds can be used for administrator 
salaries

•  The measure would require independent citizen 
oversight to continue to ensure the funds are spent 
as promised 

The Board of Trustees will not fund any program or 
reduction other than those listed above from the proceeds of 
the special parcel taxes. The Board of Trustees will utilize 
parcel tax proceeds for the purposes listed above, unless 
the Board of Trustees determines in any given year that 
changes in student population, fiscal constraints, or other 
changes in state or federal funding make doing so infeasible 
or inadvisable.
PROCEDURES
Subject to two-thirds approval of the voters, the renewed 
and extended parcel tax shall become effective as of July 1, 
2019, and be collected by the Alameda County Tax Collector 
at the same time as and along with, and shall be subject to 
the same penalties as general ad valorem taxes collected by 
said tax collector. The tax and penalty shall bear interest 
at the same rate as the rate for unpaid ad valorem property 
taxes until paid. Any tax levied shall become a lien upon the 
properties against which taxes are assessed and collectible 
as herein provided.
With respect to all general property tax matters within its 
jurisdiction, the Alameda County Tax Assessor or other 
appropriate County tax official (“County”) shall make all 
final determinations of tax exemption or relief for any reason, 
and that decision shall be final and binding. With respect 
to matters specific to the levy of the special parcel tax, 
including the Senior Citizen Exemption as allowed below, 
the decisions of the District shall be final and binding. The 
procedures described herein, and any additional procedures 
established by the Board of Trustees, shall be the exclusive 
claims procedure for claimants seeking an exemption, 
refund, reduction, or re-computation of the special parcel 
tax. Whether any particular claim is to be resolved by the 
District or by the County shall be determined by the District, 
in coordination with the County as necessary.
The District’s Board of Trustees may adopt such additional 
or supplemental procedures, as it deems necessary or 
convenient for the administration of the special parcel tax.
A “parcel of taxable real property” is defined as any unit 
of real property within the District’s boundaries that 
receives a separate tax bill for ad valorem property taxes 
from the County Tax Collector inclusive of but not limited 
to residential, commercial, and agricultural property. All 
property that is otherwise exempt from or upon which no 
ad valorem property taxes are levied in any year will also 
be exempt from the special tax in such year.
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OPTIONAL EXEMPTIONS AVAILABLE
An exemption will be granted on any parcel owned by 
one or more persons who are aged sixty-five (65) years or 
older and who occupies said parcel as a principal residence, 
upon application for exemption.  Applications for such 
exemptions must be made to the District on or before July 
1, 2019, or before July 1 of any succeeding tax year. Anyone 
approved application from a qualified applicant will provide 
an exemption for the parcel for the remaining term of the 
special tax so long as such applicant continues to own and 
occupy the parcel as his or her principal residence.
An optional exemption from the special parcel tax will also 
be made available to each individual in the District receiving 
Social Security Disability Income or Supplemental Security 
Income, regardless of age, who owns a beneficial interest in 
the parcel, and who uses that parcel as his or her principal 
place of residence, and who applies to the District on or 
before July 1, 2019, or July 1 of any succeeding tax year. 
Anyone approved application from a qualified applicant 
will provide an exemption for the parcel for the remaining 
term of the special tax so long as such applicant continues to 
own and occupy the parcel as his or her principal residence.
Any parcels that are contiguous to each other, used solely 
for one (1) owner-occupied single-family residence, and 
held under identical ownership shall, upon approval of an 
application from the owners thereof submitted to the District 
on or before July 1, 2019, or July 1 of any succeeding year, 
be treated as a single parcel for purposes of the special 
parcel tax. Anyone (1) approved application from a qualified 
applicant will provide such treatment for the remaining term 
of the special tax, so long as all of the parcels continue to 
be held under identical ownership and be owner-occupied.
The District shall annually provide to the County Tax 
Collector or other appropriate County tax official a list of 
parcels that the District has approved for a Senior Citizen 
Exemption, Social Security Disability Income Exemption, 
Supplemental Security Income Exemption, or contiguous 
property designation.
ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES
In accordance with the requirements of California 
Government Code sections 50075.1 and 50075.3, the 
following accountability measures, among others, shall 
apply to the special parcel taxes levied in accordance 
with this Measure: (a) the specific purposes of the special 
parcel tax shall be those purposes identified above; (b) the 
proceeds of the special parcel tax shall be applied only to 
those specific purposes identified above; (c) a separate, 
special account shall be created into which the proceeds of 
the special parcel taxes must be deposited; and (d) an annual 
written report shall be made to the Board of Trustees of 
the District showing (i) the amount of funds collected and 
expended from the proceeds of the special taxes and (ii) the 
status of any projects, programs, or purposes required or 
authorized to be funded from the proceeds of the special 
taxes, as identified above.
In addition to the accountability measures required by state 
law, an independent Community Oversight Committee shall 

be appointed by the Board of Trustees to advise the Board 
on the expenditures funded by the measure in order to help 
ensure that said funds are spent for the purposes approved 
by the voters. The Community Oversight Committee will 
monitor the expenditures of these funds by the District and 
will report on an annual basis to the Board and community 
on how these funds have been spent.
PROTECTION OF FUNDING
Current law forbids any decrease in state or federal funding 
to the District because of the District’s adoption of a parcel 
tax. However, if any such funds are reduced because of the 
adoption of this parcel tax, then the amount of the special 
parcel taxes will be reduced annually as necessary in order 
to restore such state or federal funding.

EXHIBIT B
SPECIAL PARCEL TAX MEASURE 

For 
DUBLIN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

(Abbreviated Form) *

“Without increasing the existing tax rate and to maintain 
high quality education for Dublin students by attracting/
retaining qualif ied teachers; sustaining academic 
achievement in math, science, reading, writing, engineering, 
and technology; preventing class size increases; maintaining 
school libraries, instructional materials and classroom 
technology, shall Dublin Unified School District renew the 
expiring $96 parcel tax for nine years, raising $1,700,000 
annually, with senior exemptions, independent oversight, 
no money for administrators’ salaries and all funds for 
Dublin schools?”

Yes                No           

* Limited to 75 words pursuant to California Elections 
Code section 13247.


