
The Pleasanton Weekly received comments from a variety of policymakers in the Tri-Valley on BART 
to Livermore. The responses (to the basic question "What is your position on BART to Livermore?") 
covered different angles of the debate.

As is typical with news coverage, the article included key snippets of the longer commentary provided 
by each official. To paint the picture more fully, the Weekly wanted to share the fuller statements with 
readers. 

Note: Written statements emailed to us are included below in their entirety. Phone interviews include 
key comments but have been edited down to in light of time, repetition and note-taking considerations.

Email statements:   

* Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty, whose district includes Livermore and Dublin

"I have worked hard on this project for more than 20+ years as a County Supervisor, and as a 
Commissioner on both ACTC and MTC - and with pride I can say that I have had an instrumental hand
in amassing over $500 million for our project. I want to thank Assemblymember Baker for carrying 
forward AB 758 - an idea my office presented to her more than 2 years ago. I can say with certainty 
that the passage of Assembly Bill 758 is a game changer for rail expansion in the Tri-Valley and I'm 
confident it will result in fast delivery and effective results. I have never been more optimistic. 

AB758 will establish a joint powers authority that will enable policy makers in both the Tri-Valley and 
San Joaquin County to effectively work together to address our urgent transportation needs and deliver 
cost-effective and responsive rail connectivity.  Within 18-months a project feasibility report will be 
complete with recommendations for expediting the development of cost-effective and responsive 
transit connectivity between the BART system and ACE in the Tri-Valley. It will include a preliminary
design, a completion schedule and funding plan. In short - it will be a plan to get construction 
underway as soon as possible.

Will this be a BART extension to Isabel or to Greenville? I hope so - but we need to be open to finding 
solutions that we can fund and implement. All alternatives will be on the table, including an 
EMU/DMU alternative that has been preliminarily shown to run along the County-owned railroad 
right-of-way through the Altamont Pass to a BART terminus in the Tri-Valley - this could be a BART 
station at Greenville or Isabel Avenue or at the Dublin/Pleasanton station, with 25 minute weekday 
headways. The goal will be seamless connectivity.

One thing I can say with certainty right now is that this will not be just another plan on the shelf - it 
will be built and we will work hard to ensure that the project is responsive to community goals and 
objectives. 

There are unprecedented funding opportunities on the horizon with the passage of SB1 and we should 
not let these opportunities pass us by. We need a viable project that is responsive to our local needs and
interests - while being eligible for regional and state funding opportunities. 

An interregional rail connection between the San Joaquin Valley and the Tri-Valley is needed to 
support the burgeoning inter-connected economies of our Northern California Megaregion.  This vital 
link is needed to connect our workforce to affordable housing, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
improve overall mobility in this key freight movement corridor between San Joaquin Valley and the 



Port of Oakland. It will improve the overall quality of life for our Tri-Valley residents."

* County Supervisor Nate Miley, whose district includes Pleasanton, has expressed his support for 
extending BART to Livermore but was unable to comment on the project this week due to a death in 
the family.

* Pleasanton Mayor Jerry Thorne

"The City of Pleasanton has actively supported the extension of BART to Livermore. We partnered 
with other local and regional agencies in 2015 to form the Alameda-San Joaquin Regional Rail 
Working Group to help ensure the regional rail conversation stays on track. 

With estimates projecting traffic to increase along the I-580 corridor between the San Joaquin Valley 
and the Bay Area by as much as 60 percent over the next two decades, it is no surprise that this is an 
urgent matter for us, which is why we supported AB 758 to establish the Tri-Valley-San-Joaquin 
Regional Rail Authority because who better to shepherd the process along than those who are most 
impacted by it and who live it every single day of their lives? The next big move will be an extension 
of BART from Pleasanton to Livermore.  BART is exploring extension alternatives, including: the 
existing BART train system, diesel or electric motor train units (think light rail), and bus rapid transit.  
The City of Pleasanton continues to believe that a rail option provides the best solution for both 
environmental and cost effectiveness advantages over the bus rapid transit option.

We know that any solution will be expensive, so we have to focus on options that make practical and 
financial sense -- the rail extension options result in the highest ridership levels and will best meet the 
needs of our region.

There are many ideas currently being floated to try and find the right fix for the right price. We will 
support the solution that best utilizes taxpayer dollars and, from our perspective, that continues to be a 
rail extension of the BART system."

* Dublin Mayor David Haubert

"While the Dublin City Council has taken no formal action in support of a BART extension, I believe I 
can say with some certainty that we would be supportive of any program that would help to relieve the 
pressure on Interstate 580 and other Tri-Valley thoroughfares.   With the population growth taking 
place in the San Joaquin Valley due to higher housing costs here in the Tri-Valley, more people are 
traveling over the Altamont Pass to come to jobs in the Bay Area.  Expanded BART service, as well as 
greater rail connectivity, are important steps in helping to alleviate growing congestion on I-580.  Less 
time on the freeways means better quality of life for individuals and families.  Additionally, on a 
personal level, I can say that I also support extending BARTto Livermore because the residents of 
Livermore were promised this extension and have contributed to the costs of BART for many years."

* Livermore Mayor John Marchand

"I am whole-heartedly in favor of BART to Livermore.  In fact, I am a founding member of a newly 
formed joint-powers authority which has as its goal, making a rail connection between BART and the 
Altamont Commuter Express (ACE).

In the original design for the BART system decades ago, the first extension was planned to come to 



Livermore.  Since that time, BARThas been extended to two counties that voted against going into the 
BART system. 
By ultimately connecting BART to ACE at a Greenville station, two heavy rail systems worth over 
$100 billion would connect the mega-regions of San Joaquin, Santa Clara and San Francisco Counties. 

The most recent BART EIR concluded that, whether one is considering vehicle miles travelled (VMT), 
cars and commuters taken off the road, greenhouse gas reduction or cost per new rider, full BART to 
Livermore presented the best value for the investment.

Over the last six years, over 500,000 jobs have been added to Silicon Valley and San Francisco, but 
only 60,000 housing units.  This has driven up the cost of housing so that many people can no longer 
afford to live where they work.  Workers are now facing grueling commutes of four or five hours per 
day, with profound negative impacts upon their quality of life.  A robust transportation system with a 
seamless transition with the Bayfair "Y" would allow for a one-seat/one ride capability to get Tri-
Valley and San Joaquin commuters to Silicon Valley or direct access to work centers in Oakland or San
Francisco.

Livermore residents have paid almost $400 million into the BART system.   The time has come to 
build BART to Livermore."

* Steve Glazer

"Livermore has waited far too long for a BART extension. The traffic on 580 is intolerable. The 
Baker/Eggman bill will provide a much needed boost to accelerate the planning process. I strongly urge
the governor to sign the bill." 

* Taylor Huckaby, BART spokesperson

"It would be premature to make any declaration on behalf of the District as we are still working 
through options and getting community input."
 
Phone conversations 

BART Director John McPartland, whose district includes both Dublin-Pleasanton stations and 
Livermore

"That's my job, is to get BART to Livermore. And I'm the representative of the people of the 
Tri-Valley area in order to get that done."

"That's my sole purpose of being a director is to live up to my obligation to get BART to Livermore."

"The public should end up taking a look at the comparison between the cost and the projected ridership.
And the projected ridership shows a great deal more riders projected for full BART than for either the 
DMU or EMU."

"The big thing about the Express Bus system is it will have a major impact on the size of intrusion on 
both the Pleasanton and Dublin sides."

"Personally, yes, but I'm not in a position to end up telling you my own personal opinion."



"I represent the people, and I'm going to do my best selling to the Board of Directors based upon the 
analysis and feedback that we end up getting from the public."

"I want as many people as possible to weigh in on it because I represent 380,000 people, and I need to 
be able to hear from as many of those as I possibly can. Even though I meet with as many people as I 
can, it's anecdotal. I want as many people as have an opinion on this to go ahead and weigh in on their 
personal preferences based on the information of projected ridership, the costs associated with it and 
the impact that it will have on the immediate environment of the Dublin-Pleasanton area."

"Let's get this thing done."

"I want people to continue giving feedback, even after they close open public comment (on the EIR) 
because that's going to be the kind of ammunition that will help me sell this to a crowd of other 
directors because I'm only one director out of nine."

"The decision the directors will be based on multiple factors. One of them will be what the people 
want, but also the most service that we'll be able to deliver to the public at large. And then in addition 
to that will be the impact on the environment."

"By the way, there's a direct correlation in the amount of service that we deliver. The ridership that we 
generate is directly proportional to the amount of cars being taken off the freeway and the congestion 
we have to relieve."

"The stronger the position of the public is on this in whichever direction they end up weighing in on, 
that's going to end giving me the strongest position possible in order to be able to be your 
representative with the rest of the board."

* San Ramon Mayor Bill Clarkson

"We are supportive of Livermore and having BART extend out there. We are not digging in the weeds 
into when and how and those sort of decisions being made. It's in all of our best interest here in the 
Valley."
"Having BART go out there doesn't have any downsides for us in San Ramon and the Tri-Valley as a 
whole."

* Assemblywoman Catharine Baker

"I think it is a very good and exciting development for connecting BART and ACE. First of all, I think 
it's essential that we connect these two systems in the most seamless, efficient way possible just 
because I see what happens on 580 every single day. We need to relieve that commuter congestion and 
get people moving again on that corridor."
"Connecting the BART and ACE systems can take 20,000 to 30,000 cars per day off 580 and that will 
have a significant impact"

"758 shows the best way to get this project moving. BART has languished with looking at extensions 
of this system in the Tri-Valley for many, many years. They have other responsibilities and pretty 
severe challenges with their operating issues, their safety issues, their sanitation issues."



"What's wonderful about what 758 does is it gets the issue of connecting BART to ACE into one 
authority that has one sole mission: to deliver that project. And that's a model that we saw successful 
for extending BART into Silicon Valley."

"Connecting these systems is essential, and this is the absolute, most effective way to do it rather than 
just leaving it in BART's hands when they have many other serious challenges to overcome"

"On BART board initial opposition to AB 758: "They took action on the previous version of the bill 
before the final amendments were made, and so their opposition doesn't necessarily reflect the final 
version of the bill, which gives them greater input than they had in the originally seen."

"I think BART will take another look at why this is the best way to do this project and ultimately will 
help the BART system."

"Our Valley has already been working hard through the working group that already exists, so we'll 
really be able to hit the ground running."

"I think it's absolutely critical that we have expanded BART service that includes Livermore, and even 
more essential that we go beyond that and connect the BART system to ACE. That's the smart thing, 
that's the best investment of our dollars and that will have the greatest impact on mobility and even 
reduction of air pollution and greenhouse gases."

"I absolutely support extending the traditional BART system to Isabel and keep that moving along ... 
and I hope BART will see that's a smart investment to make."

"Look at the composition of the authority. It will bring together the communities that will be affected 
by the project to collaborate together and transportation authorities and also can include the input of our
employment communities."

"I think this could become the model for inter-regional connection that the state needs."

* Congressman Eric Swalwell

"We have been leading the effort in a bipartisan way with Catharine Baker and Scott Haggerty to make 
this happen. And it's been a good year for us in that we were able to get Baker's legislation passed and 
sitting on the governor's desk awaiting signature."

"A joint powers authority, a local group focused on finding the funding and getting the permitting 
done. Like we saw in San Jose with the Valley Transit Authority, how that was created to get BART 
out to San Jose ... We think that's the best way to do it."

"And also, we finally got the draft EIR from BART, which gives us an opportunity to get closer to the 
project."

"There are options that we as a community need to consider. We could extend it up to Isabel, we could 
go beyond Isabel with 'big BART' as we all know it. Or we could consider DMU, which could all the 
way up the Altamont and into Tracy to really address where much of the congestion is coming from."

"I think the best thing we can do is collaborate as local leaders, find the funding and present to the 



community the options."

* BART Director Robert Raburn, current board vice president whose district includes most of Oakland:

"I go way back on the Livermore Valley. It started with my study in meteorology and it informed me 
the Livermore Valley is the climatic analog of Riverside, otherwise it's where the pollutants from the 
entire Bay Area assemble."

"So one of the goals of any transit project is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions."

"Would a BART station in the Livermore Valley solve that more than providing, focusing our 
resources on the core system, I think that's open to debate."

"I'm anxious to actually see what the results are of the public comments on the EIR and see how all 
those folks weigh in and what sort of ideas are brought out and what issues come out. Of course the 
biggest issue is cost."

"Right now, it looks like we have funding for a project that is Express Bus with direct transfer. And I 
don't see funding for a project that's in the $1 billion-plus category. And that's the big dilemma: Who's 
going to pay for this?"

"By putting Express Bus with direct transfer, my goal was to address the needs of the Tri-Valley area. 
And it's not just the Tri-Valley area."
"It's going to provide a deliverable project in the near-term."

"Even if we spend $1.7 billion on building BART (there), we still would not be serving the Sandia Lab,
the Livermore Lab, the downtown or the ACE. And the proposal that I've asked to be studied provides 
first and foremost access to Sandia, Livermore Lab, the downtown and the ACE."

"At BART, we're already at crushload capacity in the peak hour direction toward San Francisco every 
morning. Our goal is to get people to take BART in the reverse direction, where we have capacity. Into 
the Tri-Valley area."
"But overloading the system with passengers, who are likely to be not coming from Livermore but 
from out in the Central Valley. We don't have the capacity to carry those Central Valley passengers to 
San Francisco."

"I think we're looking at a completely different project to serve those inter-regional needs."

"Right now, what we have on the table, I see a deliverable project."

Council presentation

* Art Dao, executive director of Alameda County Transportation Commission, to Pleasanton City 
Council:

"I think from a congestion prospective, everybody knows there's a problem on 580. We're done 
widening 580 ... There's no more room to build freeways like we used to. It's too impactful. It's too 
damaging to the community."



"The only real solution for 580 is you put a gate down over the Altamont Pass and you keep those 
Central Valley people from coming in, or you build a mass transit extension out here to the foot of the 
hill." 

"I think we have to all work together to make sure policymakers at regional and local levels understand
the benefits of transportation on our local community."

"We are amassing about a half to a third of what's needed to bring BART out to wherever it needs to go
... and then we have to figure out a federal strategy for the rest of the money."

"We need to continue this conversation about the need for a bona fide, real, substantial mass transit 
expansion out to the end of the Valley, if not over the hill."


