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Courage. Compassion. Healing.
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d
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Today. And tomorrow.
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VALLEY VIEWS
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Come back,
customer service

I

t all started with the gas pumps.
Without warning (to me), suddenly in the ‘70s when I pulled
my car into a gas station a friendly
attendant no longer trotted out to
my window to inquire, “Regular or
ethel?” In order to stabilize rapidly rising gas prices, the job was
eliminated.
OK, I adjusted to pumping my
own gas. Now my challenge is selfcheckouts in the grocery stores. They
beg the question: Whatever happened to customer service?
These days, stores are providing a
maximum of self-checkout stations
and a minimum of live cashiers. I
assume stores are saving money by
replacing clerks with automation,
with the savings being passed along
to customers. But is that true? And is
it worth it?
I usually eschew self-checkout
even when the live checker has a
long line. I look at that employee
and think, “This is a person with a
job. I want to support that.” Perhaps
it costs me a bit more but if this is the
cost of full employment, I consider it
a worthwhile investment on my part.
But mostly I object to the way consumers in many areas increasingly
are expected to do more of the work
and get less service.
Take the travel industry. Whatever happened to those wonderful,
knowledgeable agents who would
plan your trip for you and give advice based on personal experience?
Now we are all expected to become
our own online travel brokers.
And every business seems to have
an automated phone tree requiring
me to say or press answers to a series
of questions often irrelevant to my
query. It is way too hard to reach a
person although that is where a call
will invariably end up.
But back to the automated checkouts. With no training, customers
are expected to know how to scan
fruit with no bar codes, how to pay
and where to place the bags.
Some shoppers enjoy the human
interaction with cashiers but
whether this is important to you or
not, checkers are always efficient.
Shouldn’t we be insulted that stores
are cutting back on the very people
who have been groomed to provide
service?
Department stores and shops
have kept the personal touch, but

the large grocery stores and pharmacies are aiming to train all of
us to become efficient cogs in the
commercial process.
My brother-in-law, in his early
80s, says he always checks himself
out, not finding it challenging at
all — but then he likes technology
and was a chemist by profession.
His goal is to get in and out as
quickly as possible and this means
self-checking, he said. My sister,
on the other hand, has not mastered the process and chooses live
cashiers.
I remember grocery shopping with
my mother when she was older; she
lived to be 94. The checkout process
confused her even with a patient
cashier behind the counter and me
by her side. What will happen to
the aging population with increasing
automation? I guess that is why there
is still a gas station with full service
right outside Rossmoor senior community in Walnut Creek.
The day will come when our groceries are automatically totaled as we
place them in the cart and charged
to us as we walk out. That would be
customer service at its finest. But this
interim step is annoying.

Thanks for the tips
Marty Katz of Pleasanton responded to my column on staycations, and suggests day trips to
Murphys in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada and Calaveras Big Trees.
And he recommends the Butterfly
Sanctuary in Santa Cruz, as well
as Laughing Sal at the Boardwalk.
He also enjoys going back in time
at the Old Sacramento Waterfront
historic district, and its California
State Railroad Museum.
Katz has been to Bodega Bay
more recently than I have and
reports that the schoolhouse from
the movie “The Birds” is now a
private residence but visitors are
allowed to wander around. The
Bodega Harbor Inn, where Alfred
Hitchcock stayed during the filming, Katz said, has a DVD player in
each room and when visitors check
in they are given a copy of “The
Birds” to watch. Fun! Q
Editor’s note: Dolores Fox Ciardelli is
Tri-Valley Life editor for the Pleasanton
Weekly. Her column, “Valley Views,”
appears on the second and fourth Fridays
of each month.

About the Cover
The new Emerald High School, whose construction site is seen here on Tuesday
morning, has been the source of some discord among Dublin residents amid
the district’s discussions on bond project funding allocations. Photo by Jeremy
Walsh. Cover design by Paul Llewellyn.
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Streetwise

ASKED AROUND TOWN

When you receive a piece of good
news, who do you tend to share it
with first?
Andrew Kenny
Personal trainer
I like to tell my mother first because
receiving good news from me helps to
keep us connected in a really positive
way.

Forrest Booth Lawyer
Well, if the news is something personal,
I’m most likely to share it first with my
wife and daughter. Anything that is
more general though, I tend to share
first with my email distribution group of
former shipmates who served with me
in the Navy. We are great friends and
enjoy sharing good information with one
another.

Jared Rodgers

Tri-Valley readers, what is
local journalism worth to you?

Sales
I usually tell my dad first because he has
a really big mouth and likes to spread
good news about his kids. And I like that
if he shares the news, he is just being a
proud dad — instead of me having to tell
people directly, which could come off as
a bit self-impressed or self-aggrandizing.

Cory Cook
Bar manager
Besides my fiancee, I love sharing good
news with everyone else in my close circle
of friends. We all really enjoy lifting and
building each other up, by sharing good
news. It really helps us all, especially if
any of us are having a bad day.

Bruno Mejia

Keep strong journalism alive in your community.
With local retail advertising steadily declining around the nation,
the future of local journalism is in the hands of our readers. Only
with your direct support as a subscribing member can we retain
our professional journalists and continue to provide insightful and
engaging coverage of the community.
For just $10 a month, or 33 cents a day, you can do your part to
ensure that a free and responsible press continues to hold institutions
accountable.
Sign up for membership at pleasantonweekly.com/join
Danville
SanRamon
.com
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Chef
Normally, my mom. We share a great
connection and communicate frequently
about good things and bad things. It
makes me feel good to get good news
off my chest and make her feel as great
about it as I do.

—Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis
Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd.,
Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate,
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton.
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or $100
for two years. Go to PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more information.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 203, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2021 by Embarcadero Media.
All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.

Newsfront
DIGEST
Comic Con is back
Powerhouse Comic Con is returning to the Alameda County
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton this Saturday with pop culture and comic
entertainment for fans of all ages
and a special nod to the 55th anniversary of Ultraman.
The special guest list includes
actors Dore Kraus (“Ultraman: Towards the Future”), Linda Miller
(“King Kong Escapes”), Carl Craig
(“Destroy All Planets”), Kyle Pacek
(“The Mandalorian” and “The
Book of Boba Fett”) and Charlotte
Stewart (“Little House on the Prairie” and “Twin Peaks”), as well as
comic book artists Walden Wong,
Luis Rivera, Warren Montgomery
and Lory De Vera.
The convention will also feature
local artists, comic books, toy and
anime vendors, celebrity panels,
games, trick-or-treat, and a cosplay
contest with a grand prize of $200,
organizer said.
The event will be open from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday (Oct.
9). Visit powerhousecomiccon.
com.

Pleasanton mandates 15% water reduction
as community faces worsening drought
Residents now limited to watering their lawns once a week from October to March

P

BY JULIA BAUM

leasanton residents and
businesses will now be required to cut their potable
water usage by 15% compared
to last year, after the City Council unanimously declared a local
drought emergency and water
shortage, along with imposing the
water reduction mandate on Tuesday night.
City officials cited a second consecutive year of dry conditions and
low reservoir levels for making the
move, as well as an unsuccessful
public outreach campaign earlier
this year that asked residents to
voluntarily reduce their water use.
“I’m glad to see this and be able
to make this motion,” Councilmember Kathy Narum said before

voting on the resolution, which she
called “better late than never.”
During the previous drought last
decade, “our residents really rose to
the occasion and did the conservation,” Narum said. “I hope they will
do that again for us ... I hope that
others will do the same so that we
exceed the 15%.”
Councilmember Jack Balch
shared similar views with Narum
that evening and said, “We need to
learn to adapt to a 15% reduction
now so that when we’re looking at
this as we approach the summer of
next year, we’re ready. Conservation is a way of life, we say it and
mean it.”
Pleasanton is the latest Tri-Valley
city to require water customers
to reduce their water consump-

tion; last week Livermore also confirmed a 15% mandatory water
use reduction for its residents and
businesses.
“It’s easy to support this because
it’s basically the right thing to do,”
Mayor Karla Brown said. “I was
surprised at the staff report where it
said Lake Oroville, one of our main
water supplies, is at the lowest level
in history.” As of Sept. 17, storage
levels in Lake Oroville are at 22%,
the lowest ever recorded for the
reservoir.
Because most of the Tri-Valley
gets its imported water from the
State Water Project via the Zone
7 Water Agency, staff said “it is
reasonable and appropriate to conclude that there is uncertainty in
next year’s water supply,” and ad-

The Tri-Valley Mayors’ Summit
is coming to Livermore later this
month.
The annual event will this year
bring together Tri-Valley mayors
Karla Brown (Pleasanton), Melissa
Hernandez (Dublin), Dave Hudson (San Ramon), Renee Morgan (Danville) and Bob Woerner
(Livermore) to discuss major activities in their communities and
the region at-large.
Organized by the Livermore
Valley Chamber of Commerce,
the summit will be moderated
by Guy Marzorati, reporter and
producer for KQED, and held at
Wente Vineyards on Arroyo Road
in Livermore. It will run from
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 28. For
ticket prices, visit www.livermorechamber.org.

Livermore city officials recently
unveiled a refreshed version of
the city’s official website — via the
same URL, cityoflivermore.net.
Designed to be more functional,
intuitive and mobile-friendly, the
project aimed to create a “crisp,
modern look of the city’s improved
website offers visitors an easier
way to access information,” city
officials said.
The city contracted with Granicus as the website host. The project also involved modernizing the
subsites for the Livermore Public
Library and Livermore-Pleasanton
Fire Department.
“We’re excited to offer this refreshed digital destination for all
the latest news and events from
the city. The work done by City
staff in coordination with Granicus
over the past few months had the
customer in mind first and foremost,” City Manager Marc Roberts
said. Q

See DROUGHT on Page 8

Castlewood
water back
after pump
failures

Mayors’ Summit

Website refresh

vised that “water saved this year
will help protect water supplies for
next year.”
According to the report, Tri-Valley communities achieved about a
7% reduction in water use for the
month of July, with monthly water
production comparisons between
this year and 2020 showing the
water reduction target falling short
of meeting a 15% reduction.
During summer, Gov. Gavin
Newsom also issued an expanded
drought emergency proclamation
that asked Californians to voluntarily cut their water use by 15%,
compared to their use last year.
Failure to reach that goal locally
prompted the Zone 7 to declare
a drought emergency within its

Community left with
depleted supply amid
lengthy repairs Sunday
BY JEREMY WALSH

approves vaccines for those 12
and older. Upon FDA approval,
students will have until the start
of the following academic term,
either Jan. 1 or July 1, to be fully
vaccinated.
This mandate, however,
doesn’t just put the responsibility on students. All public school
employees will be required to be
vaccinated as soon as the mandate takes effect for students.
Until now, teachers and staff were
either required to be vaccinat-

Full water service was returned
to Castlewood on Monday morning
with repairs completed in the well
pump that failed and caused a serious water supply shortage Sunday
in the unincorporated neighborhood
in southwestern Pleasanton, a San
Francisco Public Utilities Commission spokesman said.
On Sunday morning, SFPUC
learned that one of its two groundwater well pumps for its Pleasanton
well system had failed — this after
the other well was already inactive
due to a pump failure one month
ago and a replacement part on order,
according to SFPUC press secretary
Will Reisman said.
The SFPUC-owned system is the
sole water source for Castlewood
residents.
As a result of the breakdown Sunday, SFPUC, city of Pleasanton and
Castlewood Property Owners Association representatives urged Castlewood residents to limit their household water use to essential activities
only Sunday as crews worked to
temporarily supplement the water
system’s tanks while also trying to fix
the underlying pump problem. The

See VACCINATIONS on Page 9

See CASTLEWOOD on Page 9

DANIELA BELTRAN B / EMBARCADERO MEDIA

Dayna Chung waits in the observation area with her kids, Ana Chung, 16, and Aaron Chung, 13, after they
received their first Pfizer vaccine dose at Cesar Chavez Ravenswood Middle School in East Palo Alto on May 15.

Student COVID-19 vaccinations
California becomes first state to require them for kids 12 and up
BY JOE HONG / CALMATTERS

In another aggressive effort to
stop the spread of COVID-19
and ensure schools remain open,
Gov. Gavin Newsom last Friday
announced a vaccine mandate
for students ages 12 and older,
making California the first state
in the nation to require students
to be fully vaccinated for inperson instruction.
The mandate would add the
COVID-19 vaccine to the list of
required immunizations, which
includes mumps, measles and
rubella. Newsom issued this

order in the aftermath of similar
mandates from the state’s largest
districts, Los Angeles Unified and
San Diego Unified.
“We intend to do that once
the FDA has fully approved the
vaccine which will give us time
to work with districts, give us
time to work with parents and
educators to build more trust and
confidence,” Newsom said.
Parents still have some time
to get their students vaccinated.
The state mandate will go into
effect only once the federal Food
and Drug Administration fully
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Sunflower Hill selects interim executive director
Nehls stepping down after October; Cohen coming on board in temporary capacity
BY JEREMY WALSH

Sunflower Hill will have a new
leader after Executive Director Edie
Nehls announced she will be stepping down at the end of this month
from the Tri-Valley nonprofit that
aims to provide residential and vocational opportunities for adults
with intellectual and developmental
disabilities.
Nehls, who became the first executive director for the budding
nonprofit when she was hired in

Edie Nehls

Janet Cohen

May 2018, oversaw the organization through the construction and
opening of its Sunflower Hill at Irby

Ranch housing complex as well as
led its response and shift in programming during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Janet Cohen, who has experience
leading and consulting for nonprofits
supporting people with developmental disabilities, has been brought on
board as interim executive director
at Sunflower Hill. Cohen and Nehls
will be working together this month
toward a smooth transition.
Reflecting on her time as execu-
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tive director, Nehls said her tenure
with Sunflower Hill “an incredible
opportunity.”
“It has been very gratifying to
work with the Board of Directors to
professionalize and grow the organization; it was also inspiring to work
alongside such skilled, compassionate and talented staff to strategically
pivot our programs and activities in
response to COVID-19,” Nehls told
the Weekly.
“We are all very pleased that the
changes we made expanded our
reach and offered program participants ways to engage with our programming in their home environments to further develop their independent living skills,” she added.
Of her resignation, Nehls said,
“while it was not an easy decision to
make, I am leaving Sunflower Hill
to pursue other opportunities.” She
did not specify her next professional
destination.
Nehls is set to remain with Sunflower Hill through the end of October, according to Kathy Layman,
president of the nonprofit’s Board of
Directors.
“Edie’s enthusiasm and professionalism has been an incredible asset
to Sunflower Hill, and she will be
missed,” Layman said in a statement.
“Thanks to Edie’s efforts, I am incredibly optimistic about the future of
Sunflower Hill.”
Looking ahead, Layman said
Cohen has the ideal range of nonprofit experience to lead Sunflower
Hill during this time of transition.
“We are very excited to be working with Jan as we begin our search
for a permanent executive director to
lead us into the future. The wealth of
expertise and skills that she brings

strengthens our position as we prepare for significant growth over the
next few years,” the board president
said.
Cohen previously worked as the
director of new business ventures
at Hope Services in the South Bay
for three years. She also served as
an affiliate consultant with CompassPoint nonprofit services, a senior
consultant with the National Center
for Social Entrepreneurs and CEO of
Project HIRED, a nonprofit employment service serving individuals with
disabilities.
She also has experience in interim executive positions for groups
focusing on disability services and
resources, according to Sunflower
Hill officials.
“I am looking forward to having a
positive impact during this transition
by supporting staff and the board,
while assisting with exploration and
ideas for future services and funding
for this very important and valued
non-profit organization,” Cohen said
in a statement.
“There is a huge need for housing
and engaging activities for individuals with disabilities. It’s important
and exciting to work with an organization that is doing an amazing job in
providing both of these,” she said.
The nonprofit has formed a Search
and Transition Committee to recruit
for the next permanent executive
director, according to Layman.
Among the key efforts ongoing for
the nonprofit is the development of
a proposed 38-unit Sunflower Hill
at Lafayette Lane residential community for adults with developmental
disabilities in Lafayette — following
a similar model to that used with
Sunflower Hill at Irby Ranch. Q

CITY OF PLEASANTON

Holiday parade looking for entrants
Pleasanton city ofﬁcials this week announced the return of its annual
Hometown Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting Celebration on the ﬁrst
Saturday in December, and they are looking for residents, businesses
and community groups interested in participating in the procession
down Main Street. “Entrants are encouraged to use this year’s theme,
‘Light Up Pleasanton’ and adorn their ﬂoats, cars, and wagons with
festive lighting,” ofﬁcials said. The parade was canceled last year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and associated health order. The deadline to
apply for the 2021 parade is Nov. 19. Visit www.hometownholiday.com.

NEWSFRONT

Livermore implements mandatory watering restrictions
Also: Zone 7 launches water efficient lawn conversion incentives amid drought
BY CIERRA BAILEY

The city of Livermore has enacted citywide mandatory water
restrictions last week upon declaring a Stage 2 or moderate water
shortage emergency.
The goal of these restrictions is
to reduce Livermore’s water use
by at least 15% compared to last
year’s levels, city officials said in a
statement.
The restrictions pertain to outdoor irrigation and apply to all
properties within city limits, regardless of whether they are serviced by Livermore Municipal
Water or California Water Service
Company.
The new outdoor irrigation restrictions require that all landscaping within the city of Livermore
only be watered a maximum of
three times per week. Properties
with odd numbered street ad-

dresses may only water on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
while properties with even numbered street addresses may only be
watered on Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays. No watering is allowed on Sundays.
No sprinkler irrigation is allowed between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
under the new restrictions; however, watering is allowed at any
time during a property’s approved
watering days if a hose with an
automatic shut-off nozzle, a handheld container like a watering can,
or a drip irrigation system is used.
Livermore receives most of its
water supply from Zone 7 Water
Agency. Due to the drought’s impacts on the State Water Project,
Zone 7’s Board of Directors declared a Stage 2 water shortage
emergency on Sept. 1, which required all Zone 7 retailers, includ-

ing Livermore Municipal Water
and Cal Water, to reduce their
water usage by 15%.
In response, the city followed
suit and put the watering restrictions in place to help meet its
mandatory 15% water conservation requirement.
“With the State Water Project
severely reducing surface water
transfers to the Tri-Valley, we all
have a role to play in protecting
our finite groundwater supply,”
said Anthony Smith, the city’s acting water resources division manager. “Reducing our outdoor water
usage will go a long way towards
helping us all weather this drought
together.”
The city last activated mandatory water use restrictions in April
2014 and they remained in place
until June 2016, which allowed
Livermore to surpass its water

reduction goal during the 20142017 drought, according to city
officials.
Officials said the newly implemented restrictions will remain in
place until water supplies recover
or until worsening drought conditions force the city to activate additional water use restrictions.
Smith said he is confident that
residents will do their part to help
mitigate drought impacts. “During
the last drought, Livermore water
customers performed admirably,
exceeding the required reductions
in many months. We are optimistic that our customers will step up
again,” he said.
Zone 7 has also announced incentives that they’re offering to
help make it easier for customers
to convert their lawns to more
water-efficient alternatives in their
service area, which includes Liver-

more, Dublin and Pleasanton.
Zone 7 and its water retailers
are now offering increased rebate
amounts for water efficient lawn
conversion to single-family properties up to 50% of the costs with
a maximum rebate of $2,000. The
maximum rebate for a non-residential property or multi-family
property is up to 50% of the costs
with a $6,000 maximum rebate.
In an effort to further help customers get started in the process
of converting their lawn, the city
of Livermore, Cal Water and Zone
7 recently cosponsored a free “Water-Wise Plant Selection” webinar.
More information about the
city of Livermore’s watering restrictions can be found at www.
cityoflivermore.net. Additional
information about the Zone 7 rebate program is available at www.
zone7water.com. Q

County education board clears Tri-Valley rep in
Oregon residency allegations
Following probe, Trustee Cerrato announced she will not run for re-election next year
BY CIERRA BAILEY

Alameda County Office of Education (ACOE) Trustee Yvonne
Cerrato, who represents most of
the Tri-Valley on the county’s Board
of Education, was cleared by her
colleagues after a recent internal
investigation into allegations that
she actually resides in Oregon.

Yvonne Cerrato

“This questioning of my residency is politically motivated and
there are people that would like to
see me forced out of the office so
that the board is forced to appoint
somebody and then that person
runs as the incumbent,” Cerrato
said during the Sept. 14 board
meeting where the results of the
investigation were shared.
Cerrato was first elected to the
board in 2002 to represent Area
7, which includes all of Pleasanton
and Livermore, the eastern portion of Dublin, the unincorporated
communities of Sunol and Mountain House, and the southeastern
part of Fremont.
Her residency initially came into
question back in August when

former Livermore Education Association president Cate Sarraille
and other residents called upon the
ACOE to look into whether Cerrato had moved to Oregon, where
she operates a 40-acre farm called
AJ Organics in honor of her late
son.
At its Aug. 24 meeting, the
ACOE board directed staff and
legal counsel to further investigate
the issue, which included questions posed, in writing, to Cerrato about where she resides. They
returned on Sept. 14 with their
findings.
Seven people, including Sarraille, submitted written public
comments ahead of the meeting
expressing concerns about Cerrato’s current residency.
In board attorney Ed Sklar’s report, one of the questions he had
asked Cerrato was whether she
is a current resident of California
and her trustee area, to which she
responded, “I am a resident of Area
7 and I have a farm and farm business in Oregon. My plan for the
coming months is to continue to
faithfully and dutifully finish my
term as Trustee 7, ACBE.”
Cerrato also shared in her responses that she owns a home in
Pleasanton and a condo in Livermore, which both have her “personal furnishings in them.” However, she also said that she has
rented both residences out at different times.
She said that while she does visit
Oregon for business and personal
travel and she has participated in
virtual board meetings from Oregon, she has never been a full-time

or permanent resident.
At the end of his report, Sklar
told the board that, “the evidence
supports the conclusion that Trustee Cerrato has maintained legal
residency in Area 7.” He also said
that an attempt by the board to
pursue the issue in court would
likely fail due to insufficient evidence to support that Cerrato no
longer resides in her trustee area.
Despite Sklar’s conclusions, Sarraille doubled down on her belief
that Cerrato is not a Tri-Valley

resident during public comment
following Sklar’s report. “When
Trustee Cerrato talks about maintaining a room in Livermore or
staying at her house in Pleasanton,
she is living a lie,” Sarraille said.
“The reality is, you can fool
some of the people all of the time
and you can fool all of the people
some of the time, but you can’t fool
all of the people all of the time and
it’s time for her to stop trying to
fool the people in Livermore,” she
added.

Cerrato’s term is set to expire
in June 2022, and she announced
during the board meeting that she
will not be seeking re-election.
“I have been in this position for
19 years and I’ve served it faithfully
and I will continue. I am not going
to run again because it’s time for me
to move on and do different things.
But until I am done, I will continue
to be a faithful person of the public,”
she said, adding that she has loved
being on the board and representing
the area she lives in. Q

PLEASANTON DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

2021
CONCERTS IN
THE PARK
SUNDAYS - 4pm-6pm
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Newsom signs bill to strip badges from
police officers who commit misconduct
California no longer 1 of 4 states without a decertification process
BY GENNADY SHEYNER /
PALO ALTO WEEKLY

In a major victory for advocates of
police reform, Gov. Gavin Newsom
last week signed a bill that will allow
the state to decertify officers who
engage in serious misconduct.
Speaking at a news conference
on Sept. 30 in Gardena, Newsom
signed Senate Bill 2, which was authored by State Sen. Steven Bradford
(D-Gardena) and which was subject
to months of negotiations before the
state Assembly and Senate voted
to pass it on Sept. 3 and Sept. 8,
respectively. Named after Kenneth
Roth, Jr., a Black man who was shot
and killed by a police officer, the bill
ensures that California will no longer
be one of just four states that do not
have a decertification process for
police officers (Hawaii, New Jersey
and Rhode Island are the others).
Moments before he signed the
bill, Newsom pointed at California’s
status as both a leader and a laggard
when it comes to police reform,
pointing to its lack of a decertification process.
“There’s 46 other states that have
already established foundational
laws to address that issue. Why is
it so hard to do the right thing? Yet
it remains still hard to do the right
thing,” Newsom said.

DROUGHT
Continued from Page 5

service area last month, along with
a Stage 2 water shortage which
includes mandatory conservation
measures from their retailers of
15% compared to last year.
Under Stage 2, residents are limited to irrigating just once a week
from October to March.
Vice Mayor Julie Testa noted that
city parks were watered twice a
week during the last drought, and
said weekly waterings this time
seem “severe” and not “realistic.”
“We want to conserve but we

NEW

The legislation creates a new advisory board that will review cases
of police misconduct and issue recommendations for consideration by
the Commission of Peace Officers
Standards and Training (POST), the
agency charged with certifying police officers. It was subject to intense
negotiations after numerous police
groups and lawmakers expressed
concerns that the composition of
the newly created advisory board
does not give police officers enough
representation.
Unlike the original version of the
bill, the legislation that cleared the
Senate on Sept. 8 no longer requires
the advisory board to include two
members who had been “subject to
wrongful use of force” by a police
officer or who are surviving family
members of a person killed by the
wrongful use of deadly force by an
officer. Rather, it merely calls for the
governor to give “strong consideration” to individuals who had been
affected by police misconduct.
In addition, the revised SB 2 creates a two-thirds vote threshold for
decertifying an officer and allows
POST to suspend rather than decertify an officer who committed serious misconduct.
Bradford said the bill aims to
target the “bad apples” in police

departments and to restore trust
between communities and police
officers in the aftermath of incidents
in which Black and brown residents
have been killed in disproportionate
numbers by police officers. He called
Newsom’s signing of SB 2 a “major
victory for California” that “sends a
message all across the nation.”
“SB 2 will end the wash, rinse and
repeat cycle of police misconduct
and ensure all officers in California
are held to the same fair and appropriate standard,” Bradford said at the
Thursday news conference.
SB 2 is part of a package of police
reform bills that Newsom signed
on the morning of Sept. 30. Also
included in the package is AB 89,
which raises the minimum age for
police officers from 18 to 21 and
directs the chancellor of the California Community Colleges to create a
police degree program that covers
subjects such as psychology, communication and ethnic studies.
“This bill relies on years of study
and new understanding of brain development, to ensure that only those
officers capable of high-level decision-making and judgment in tense
situations are entrusted in working in our communities,” Assembly
member Reggie Jones-Sawyer (DLos Angeles), the bill’s author, said at

the news conference.
In addition, Newsom signed into
law Assembly Bill 26, which was authored by Assembly member Chris
Holden (D-Pasadena) and which
strengthens laws requiring officers to
intervene when they witness excessive force and prohibits retaliation
against officers that report excessive
force.
Joining Newsom and the lawmakers at the Gardena event were
family members of individuals who
were killed by police officers, including Angelo Quinto, a 30-year-old
man who was killed in Antioch in
December 2020 while suffering a
mental health episode. His sister,
Bella Collins Quinto, recalled seeing
her brother feeling “very afraid and
paranoid.”
“The police came, and they
kneeled on his neck until he was
unresponsive,” she recalled. “Even

in the last four minutes of restraint,
he was unresponsive and they didn’t
address that at all. It was in front
of our mom — in our room. It
was just absolutely excessive and
unnecessary.”
Newsom and Attorney General
Rob Bonta both lauded the bills as
a key milestone in the state’s effort
to improve law enforcement and
restore trust between officers and
the communities they serve. Bonta
said the bills signed by Newsom
constitute the state’s response to a
“crisis of trust” that the state and the
nation have been experiencing when
it comes to police misconduct.
“Today we witness history get
signed into law,” Bonta said. “And
today we embark on a new chapter
in which we infuse our criminal
justice system with more trust, with
more transparency and with more
accountability.” Q

also want our community to be
maintained,” Testa said. “We don’t
want just completely brown and
destroyed neighborhoods, so is that
realistic — and are we only going to
water our parks once a week?”
Kathleen Yurchak, city director of
operations and water utilities, said
it is a requirement while in a Stage
2 water shortage, and that “it is a
challenge for us, we’ve got 46 parks”
throughout Pleasanton.
Drought rates or excessive use
penalties were not recommended
at this time; City Manager Nelson
Fialho called the ordinance “lower
case mandatory conservation,” and

said “it’s really important that we
start signaling to our community
going into the winter that conservation is really important.”
“We have an ordinance we’re
adopting that is not going to result
in any fines or any punitive action,” Fialho said. “We’re going to
market to the community as best
we can that conservation is really
important.”
During public comment, resident
Diana Mendenhall said she supports
the mandate, “but I also want to address the fact I don’t think it’s fair to
those of us who have continued to
save during the last drought.”

Mendenhall described the steps
she and her husband have taken to
save water, including removing their
front lawn and replacing it with
wood chips and native landscaping,
watering their birch tree every week
with a drip irrigation, and using
other systems to catch and repurpose other water in their home.
“We can’t save any more water
than what we’re doing right now,”
Mendenhall said. “I know you’re
not fining people, but it’s pretty
frustrating that we have gone to
such an effort to save water and
we can’t do anything else. So don’t
ever start fining people that can’t

do anything more.”
Earlier in the meeting, Councilmember Valerie Arkin asked if a
resident’s “usage has decreased over
the past several years, how would
we go about looking at a particular
resident like that, that has been conserving, as opposed to others that
haven’t?”
Yurchak replied, “Since the city’s
moved to the automated meter system, we have the ability to see
customers’ water usage and when
they’re using water, and we can
make recommendations based off
of that. They may have a leak, and
that’s something that we can see in
that.”
While staff evaluates potential
drought rates and considers higher
rebate offers to residents for converting their front yards to droughttolerant landscaping, as well as including backyard lawn conversions,
more targeted outreach will also be
done with businesses that use more
water.
“There is a group of residents that
have fully embraced compliance to
reduce their overall water usage,”
Balch said. “Maybe staff can be
creative in how they look at structuring anything so that that can be
acknowledged and those are not the
people we’re targeting. They’ve done
a Herculean effort and we want the
whole community to move forward
with that.” Q

COMMUNITY PROGRAM
FROM HOPE HOSPICE

The Family Caregiver Respite Program
helps low- and middle-income families
care for a loved one living with dementia
by providing complimentary respite care.

Find details and eligibility information at
HopeHospice.com/respite
or call (925) 829-8770.
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SCREENGRAB

Gov. Gavin Newsom announced his signing of Senate Bill 2 at a livestreamed
news conference in Gardena on Sept. 30, 2021.

NEWSFRONT

COMMUNITY
BRIEFS
Explore the garden
“Berkeley’s Unexplored Treasure:
The UC Botanical Garden” will be
the topic of the Livermore-Amador
Valley Garden Club at its online
meeting at 7 p.m. next Thursday
(Oct. 14).
Guest speaker for the virtual tour
will be Lewis Feldman, director of
the UC Botanical Garden and professor of plant biology at UC Berkeley. Although the botanical garden
is a short distance away, many TriValley residents never have visited.
His talk will cover the history
of the UC Botanical Garden; background on its special collection; its
mission toward education, conservation and research; and future directions and goals of the garden.
As director of the UC Botanical
Garden, Feldman’s focus is on ensuring the plant collection is curated
and well managed, which includes
raising funds to maintain and update the facilities.
Club members will be provided
with a link to the online presentation; prospective members can email
president@lavgc.org to receive the
link.

State of the City
Dublin residents can view Mayor
Melissa Hernandez’s first State of the
City address via Tri-Valley Community Television this month.
Hernandez, who was elected as
mayor last November, delivered the
annual city speech at a special event
hosted by the Dublin Chamber of
Commerce on Sept. 22.
“The mayor provided details
about the City’s financial affairs, a
recap of the city’s efforts to help local
businesses and residents during the
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as
information on current and future
development projects, updates on
future city parks and more,” city officials said.
Video of the State of the City is
airing periodically this month on
TV30 and TV29. For air dates or
streaming information, visit tv30.
org.

‘Astronomy Night’
The Livermore Public Library is
hosting a free “Astronomy Night”
next Thursday outside of the Civic
Center Library.
“Attendees will have the chance
to learn about astronomy with the
Tri-Valley Stargazers and explore the
night sky with telescopes,” organizers said.
Additionally, the library is offering
Orion StarBlast 4.5 Astro Reflector
telescopes for free check-out for
use at home, part of the Library of
Things program, which consists of
nontraditional items such as musical instruments, sewing machines,
games and robots. Telescopes can
be reserved online or at the library
main desk.
The “Astronomy Night” will begin
at 7 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 14) outdoors at the Civic Center Library,
1188 South Livermore Ave. Go to
www.livermorelibrary.net. Q

VACCINATIONS
Continued from Page 5

ed or undergo regular testing for
COVID-19; negative tests will no
longer suffice.
The state expects that based on
current FDA timelines, students
grades 7-12 will be required to be
vaccinated by July 1, 2022.
Students who are currently too
young to get the vaccine will be
required to receive their doses as
soon as they reach the required
age, but they’ll be given a “reasonable period of time to receive both
doses.”
The California Department of
Public Health will develop the rules
for personal and religious exemptions following a public comment
period. Details for that process
have not yet been released. The
mandate comes in the aftermath of
Newsom’s overwhelming victory in
September’s recall election, during
which the governor leaned into

CASTLEWOOD
Continued from Page 5

Club at Castlewood stopped irrigation for the day.
Stop-gap strategies on Sunday
included trucking in water from
SFPUC facilities in the Sunol Valley
as well as trying to establish a hookup connection to a nearby city fire
hydrant to pull from the Pleasanton
municipal water system.
Crews eventually determined the
problem occurred due to the pump
and electrical components overheating due to a failed fan inside the machinery, Reisman said. The SFPUC
pump was repaired late Sunday night
and the Castlewood reservoir was
filled just after midnight Monday.
“Our crews were able to repair
the pump last night, and the repairs
have held. Castlewood Reservoir was
filled just past midnight early this
morning,” Reisman told the Weekly
on Monday morning.
“Full water service is available
now,” Reisman said. “SFPUC will
continue to monitor the situation. A
new pump has been on order, and
should be installed early next month.
A replacement for the second pump
will soon follow in order to provide
redundancy to the system.”
Castlewood’s water system, which
is supplied solely by the SFPUC, is
separate from and not connected
to the city’s potable water system.
The city operates and maintains the
Castlewood water and sewer systems
under contract with the Alameda
County Public Works Agency, according to Pamela Ott, deputy city
manager for Pleasanton.
The affluent neighborhood and
country club community off Foothill
Road was left in a serious situation
on Sunday with a seriously depleted
water supply amid pump failures
within the SFPUC-owned well system that serves that area in unincorporated Pleasanton.

mask and vaccine mandates.
A survey released this week
by the Kaiser Family Foundation
found that most families nationwide are willing to vaccinate their
children.
California students who do not
get fully vaccinated will be required to enroll in independent
study, the only alternative to inperson instruction being offered
this year.

Local officials react
Following news of the state
mandate, Weekly editor Jeremy
Walsh reached out to the Pleasanton Unified School District to
see how Superintendent David
Haglund reacted to Newsom’s
announcement.
“We welcome the state’s vaccine mandates, and support any
measure based on data and science
that further protects the safety and
health of our students, staff and
community,” Haglund said in a
written statement Tuesday.
SFPUC crews spent most of the
day and night on Sunday working
to troubleshoot the problem as well
as find ways to supplement Castlewood’s dwindling water supply.
Approximately 280 Castlewood
customers were impacted by the
water outage, according to Pamela Ott, deputy city manager for
Pleasanton.
Steve Tangney, president of Castlewood POA, provided updates via
email to homeowners in Castlewood.
Once the pump was repaired and
reservoir filled early Monday, Castlewood residents were advised to boil
all of their tap water before potable
use for safety reasons until the city of
Pleasanton could finish flushing the
system that day. Q

FD #429

LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED SINCE 1891

Burial & Cremation
Celebration of Life
Services
Reception Facilities
Advance Planning
Made Easy
for a free consultation
or in-home visit call

“We are grateful that 97.3% of
Pleasanton students ages 12-17
have received one dose of an authorized COVID-19 vaccine and
82.9% are fully vaccinated here in
Pleasanton. We hope to see similar
numbers as the vaccines receive
full approval for administering to
students ages 5-11,” he added.
The percentages Haglund provided reflect the entire Pleasanton community, not strictly those
youth enrolled in PUSD, as the
Alameda County Public Health Department only reports the data for
an entire city or town, according to
district officials.
Alameda County Superintendent
of Schools L. K. Monroe also issued a written statement in support
of Newsom’s student vaccination
mandate.
“When it comes to the safety
of students and staff, vaccines are
clearly the path forward. The safety measures we already have in
place in schools across the county,
including wearing masks, testing,

and ventilation have all proven to
be critical layers of protection, and
are part of comprehensive safety
efforts that include vaccines for
students and staff. We appreciate
that the state is prepared to invest
in making that a priority,” Monroe
stated, adding:
“The future effective date of Governor Newsom’s plan to mandate
vaccines is also helpful for our
local educational agencies to have
time to plan and provides a long
onramp to implementation. Currently, our school and districts are
grappling with staffing shortages,
implementation of COVID protocols, and declining enrollment,
critical issues that need to be addressed with full attention and
priority.
“At the County Office of Education, we continue to support our
schools and districts, who have
shown numerous times throughout
this pandemic that they will step
up and do the right thing in support of students and families.” Q

Italian Style
Spaghetti & Ravioli
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2018
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Early Bird Special

O p en

(Served from 4-6 daily)

7 Da
ys

Any Large Two-Topping Pizza and a Pitcher of Soda for only $30.00 (plus Tax)
Additional Toppings Available • Dine-In Only

Lunches • Dinners • Beers on Tap • Orders to Go
288 Main Street • 846-2520 • www.gayninetiespizza.com

NOTICE
Pleasanton Residents Only
— It’s Garden Clean-up Time —
Pleasanton Garbage Service
will do its part to have a safe and clean city!

FREE DROP OFF OF
GARDEN CLIPPINGS ONLY
No dirt, bricks, cement, rocks or household
garbage. Tree trimmings cannot be larger
than 3 inches in diameter.

Deanna Moser

Saturday, October 16th, 2021

925.846.5624

Pleasanton Transfer Station

to view our facilities visit:

www.grahamhitch.com

3110 Busch Rd. • 8am - 4pm

4167 First Street,
Pleasanton FD#429

Please show drivers license for ID
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CCCCD Chancellor Reece reinstated from administrative leave
Underlying investigation into undisclosed ‘personnel matters’ remains ongoing
BY JEANITA LYMAN

After more than an hour of public
comments and six-plus hours of
private deliberations, the Contra
Costa Community College District Governing
Board emerged
from closed session just after
midnight
last
Bryan Reece
Friday to report
they voted to reinstate Chancellor Bryan Reece from
administrative leave.
Reece, who is in his second academic year leading the neighboring community college district, was
placed on paid leave Sept. 14 amid
an internal investigation into undisclosed “personnel matters.” The underlying investigation remains ongoing, but Reece was allowed to return
to work effective last Friday while
the district’s probe is still pending.
In a special meeting that began
just after 5 p.m. Sept. 30, the board
heard from several dozen public
speakers, including some district
faculty and staff, largely opposed to
Reece’s administrative leave before
the trustees adjourned into closedsession deliberations.

The board voted 3-2 to return
Reece to his position, with John
Márquez, Fernando Sandoval and
Rebecca Barrett voting in favor, while
President Andy Li and Vice President
Judy Walters (whose respective districts include the San Ramon Valley)
voted against the motion.
More than 40 Zoom attendees, including Reece himself, waited until
after midnight Friday to hear the
outcome of the closed portion of the
meeting.
Many in the public comment portion suggested that whatever the
grounds for Reece being put on leave
were, they weren’t sufficient enough
for permanent dismissal. Others expressed dismay over high rates of
personnel turnover in the district,
and frustration with lack of transparency in the governing board’s
investigation practices.
“Every single conversation has
ended with ‘what the hell is going
on with the district, and why is the
chancellor on leave,’” Diablo Valley College faculty member Donna
Wapner said in a public comment.
District officials have declined
to comment on the specific allegations in the underlying investigation
involving Reece, citing personnel
confidentiality.

Reece has worked as Contra Costa
chancellor for 11 months, having
been hired early in the 2020-21
academic year to start on Nov. 1.
He was formerly president of Norco
College in Riverside County before
that board terminated his contract
in June 2019, with no official reason
ever given.
Reece himself, in a public comment just before the board went
to closed session on the evening of
Sept. 30, urged board members to
vote with messages of support for
him — and of dismay about his
leave — in mind.
“Don’t forget your constituents
put you in charge,” Reece said.
Reece argued that addressing
problems with the district’s personnel investigation processes and policies was among the 45 objectives
he’d been tasked with as chancellor,
and one measure intended to bring
stability to the district. In the meantime, he suggested taking current investigations, including the one that
had begun prior to his administrative leave, with a grain of salt.
“These practices have been widely
acknowledged as flawed, and they
lack clear policies to guide us,” Reece
said. “Dr. Walters and Mr. Márquez
have been working hard on pro-


 
  
 


posed policies for an ad hoc committee. But until this work is completed,
our old structures remain for investigations. So without clear policies,
our investigations have historically
been very litigious and very political.
This normally happens when you
don’t have clear policies.”
Reece said the current investigation process puts pressure on board
members to make decisions without
clear policies, and suggested that this
in turn might make board members
overly dependent on legal opinions,
absent sufficient internal policies.
“Now tonight, I presume that
you’re probably going to spend a lot
of time with Mr. Sloane,” Reece said,
referring to the governing board’s
legal counsel for the case. “I don’t
know him, but he seems like a very
nice man to me. I do know the kind
of situation he’s in, and I suspect he’s
going to double down on his argument. He may try to put you in a corner where you feel trapped, legally.
He may say the law requires you to
keep me on administrative leave.”
Reece claimed that a U.S. attorney
had looked at his case and came to a
different conclusion, as had his own
attorney — seeming to suggest that
they thought he could be reinstated
during the investigation.

The chancellor did not elaborate
on the nature of the personnel matters for which he is under investigation during his public statement that
night, and he has not responded to
requests for comment from Embarcadero Media.
In addition to frustration over
the district’s investigation processes,
some commenters suggested the
Sept. 14 meeting at which Reece
was placed on leave in particular
was flawed, in that it was an entirely
closed session, and that members of
the public had no way of knowing
Reece would be potentially put on
leave following the meeting based on
the agenda verbiage.
“The action by President Andy
Li, Vice President Judy Walters and
Trustee Rebecca Barrett to place
Chancellor Reece on administrative
leave for ‘personnel matters’ was illegal,” Maria Alegria said on behalf
of Contra Costa County LatinX for
Inclusion.
The investigation into the personnel matter involving Reece is
ongoing, and the board will follow
the formal employee evaluation procedures outlined in the chancellor’s
contract, according to a statement
from Li after the vote early Friday
morning. Q
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Community Pulse
POLICE BULLETIN
Jury hears opening
arguments in
manslaughter trial of
Danville deputy
Both sides presented opening arguments Monday in Contra Costa
County Superior Court in Martinez
in the manslaughter case of Danville
police officer Andrew Hall, who shot
Laudemer Arboleda nine times as
he tried to pull away from police on
Nov. 3, 2018.
Arboleda, 33, led police through
Danville after police repeatedly tried
pulling him over after a resident
complained about a suspicious person knocking on doors.
The incident ended at the intersection of Diablo Road and Front
Street, with two police units behind
Arboleda’s gray Honda Civic, and
two in front, including Hall’s.
Arboleda was trying to pull between two police cars, when Hall
opened fire from the front passenger
side of Arboleda’s car, hitting the
Newark man nine times. He died at
the scene.
Hall has pleaded not guilty to
voluntary manslaughter and assault
with a firearm.
Showing dash cam video of the
incident, senior deputy district attorney Colleen Gleason counted 10
shots fired into Arboleda’s car. “He
definitely fired ten shots into the
slow-moving vehicle of a mentally ill
man,” Gleason told the jury.
The prosecution repeatedly pointed out that the only law Arboleda apparently broke that day was failing to
pull over, and the pursuit was about

TONY HICKS/BCN FOUNDATION

Veronica Benjamin, founder of Conscious Contra Costa, sits outside the
courthouse in Martinez on Monday before opening arguments begin in
the manslaughter trial of former Danville police officer, Andrew Hall, who
killed Laudemer Arboleda as he tried evading police in downtown Danville
on Nov. 3, 2018.

to be called off when Hall pulled up,
exited his vehicle, and opened fire.
Gleason also said Hall violated
Contra Costa County Sheriff’s Office
procedure (Danville contracts with
the county for police service) by not
getting a supervisor’s permission before blocking a fleeing car.
She said Hall also endangered the
life of another officer, whose car was
on the other side of Arboleda, and
that the sheriff’s department trains its
officers to shoot at a driver only as a
last resort, “because you lose control
of the vehicle,” Gleason said, pointing out that after the shooting, Arbodela’s car kept going across Diablo
Road, striking another vehicle.
Gleason admitted there are times
when police are forced to make life
and death decisions. “This was not
one of those times,” Gleason said.
“The evidence is clear and the case
is simple. You will find (Hall’s) re-

sponse was excessive.”
Defense attorney Nicole Pifari said
Hall had no choice, and has been
since living a nightmare. She used
frame-by-frame video to demonstrate
her contention Arboleda’s front right
tire was pointing toward Hall before
the shooting started. “He has one option that could save him,” Pifari said.
She said Hall rushed to the passenger side of his police cruiser because
he believed he could take cover from
that side of the car. It was Arboleda
who altered the scenario by suddenly trying to drive between police
vehicles, and aiming his car at Hall.
She said the shooting did what it was
meant to — it altered the trajectory
of Arboleda’s car and kept Hall from
being hit.
Pifari said the case only came down
to those few seconds, not whether
Arboleda suffered from mental illness, wasn’t armed, or didn’t commit

POLICE REPORT
The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available.

Oct. 2
Theft from auto
Q 9:54 a.m. on the 5500 block of Sunol
Boulevard
Drug violation
Q 1:10 p.m. on the 6000 block of
Johnson Drive
Robbery
Q 11:03 p.m. on the 3300 block of
Bernal Avenue

Oct. 1
Theft
Q 2:57 p.m. on the 5900 block of
Stoneridge Drive
Q 10:28 p.m. on the 5800 block of
Black Avenue
Drug violation
Q 5:29 p.m. at Foothill Road and
Golden Eagle Way

Sept. 30
Theft
Q 8:55 a.m., 7300 block of
Hickorywood Lane; theft from auto
Q 4:15 p.m. on the 6000 block of
Johnson Drive
Q 10:49 p.m., 5200 block of Spoleto
Court; auto theft

Graffiti
Q 10:10 a.m. on the 7000 block of
Pleasanton Avenue
Robbery
Q 12:08 p.m. at Crestline Road and
Black Avenue
Warrant arrest
Q 4:23 p.m. on the 2300 block of Santa
Rita Road
Vandalism
Q 9:08 p.m. on the 3700 block of
Brockton Drive

Sept. 29
DUI
Q 2:09 a.m. at Santa Rita Road and
Francisco Street
Q 2:25 p.m. on the 4200 block of First
Street
Burglary
Q 5:22 a.m. on the 2900 block of
Hopyard Road
Theft
Q 6:14 a.m., 5000 block of Hopyard
Road; theft from auto
Q 4:45 p.m. on the 000 block of
Stoneridge Drive Mall Road
Q 4:57 p.m., 4400 block of Mohr
Avenue; bicycle theft
Vandalism
Q 11:08 a.m. at Chabot and Stoneridge
drives

Q 12:17

p.m. on the 5400 block of
Sunol Boulevard
Drug violation
Q 4:59 p.m. on the 6000 block of
Johnson Drive

Sept. 28
Alcohol violation
Q 12:28

a.m. on the 3400 block of
Gulfstream Street
Theft
Q 9:20 a.m., 3700 block of Brockton
Drive; theft from auto
Q 9:31 a.m. on the 000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
Q 11:12

a.m., 000 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting
Q 11:41 a.m. on the 1300 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
Q 12:12 p.m. on the 1300 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
Q 2:55

p.m. on the 5100 block of
Hopyard Road
Vandalism
Q 4:32 p.m. on the 200 block of West
Angela Street

Sept. 27
Robbery
Q 1:00 p.m. on the 1000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

any crime other than failing to pull
over.
“Facts and science are going to
show you that this was self-defense,”
Pifari said.
Assistant district attorney Chris
Walpole called his first witness, retired Danville Police Sgt. Chris Martin, who was the supervisor on duty
when Hall shot Arboleda. He arrived
on scene just seconds after Hall, and
was in the vehicle on the other side
of Arboleda’s car.
Walpole spent most of Martin’s
time on the stand taking him through
the events that led to the shooting
before court was let out for the day.
The trial is expected to continue well
into the month.
Hall was involved in another
shooting in March 2021, when he
shot and killed 32-year-old transient
Tyrell Wilson near the Sycamore Valley Road overpass of Interstate 680.
Police say Wilson was approaching
Hall with a knife. Judge Terri Mockler ruled last month that the incident
can’t be used against Hall during the
trial. Authorities are still investigating
the second shooting, and no charges
have been filed.
—Tony Hicks, BCN Foundation

In other news
• The warden of a federal prison for women in Dublin has been

charged with sexual abuse of an
inmate, according to the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District
of California.
Ray J. Garcia is warden of Bureau of Prison Federal Correctional Institute Dublin, an allfemale low security federal correctional institution. At the time
of the offense alleged, Garcia was
an associate warden at the prison.
Garcia knowingly had sexual
contact with at least one inmate
victim multiple times while she
was incarcerated, according to
the news release issued by Acting
U.S. Attorney Stephanie Hinds.
The complaint, filed Sept. 24
in federal court and unsealed on
Sept. 29, also alleges that Garcia
requested that the victim, and
at least one other inmate, strip
naked for him when he did his
rounds at the prison; that Garcia
tried to deter the victim from
coming forward; and that Garcia
had hundreds of sexually graphic
photographs — including photographs of male and female genitalia and nude photographs of
himself — on his work cellphone.
Garcia was placed on administrative leave in July in connection
with the investigation. Q
—Bay City News Service

HIGHLIGHTS
Planning Commission
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Consistent with State and County Orders regarding the
COVID-19 pandemic this will be a virtual meeting. Instructions
VUOV^[VWHY[PJPWH[LHUKVќLYJVTTLU[Z^PSSILH]HPSHISLHM[LY
October 6, when the agenda is posted on the City’s website at:
JP[`VMWSLHZHU[VUJHNV]NV]KLW[ZJKWSHUUPUNJVTTPZZPVU
planning_agenda.asp
• P21-0821, Sculptsations, 560 Main Street
(WWLHSVM[OL+PYLJ[VYVM*VTT\UP[`+L]LSVWTLU[»Z
determination denying an exception to the Active Ground
-SVVY<ZL9LX\PYLTLU[MVY:J\SW[ZH[PVUZPUHUL_PZ[PUNNYV\UK
ÅVVY[LUHU[ZWHJLSVJH[LKH[4HPU:[YLL[AVUPUNPZ**
(Central Commercial) District, Active Ground-Floor Overlay

Youth Commission
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
:LSLJ[PVUVM*VTTPZZPVU*OHPYHUK=PJL*OHPYMVY:JOVVS@LHY

9L]PL^HUK*VTTLU[VU[OL@V\[O*VTTPZZPVU>VYR7SHU

:LSLJ[PVUVM*VTTP[[LL(ZZPNUTLU[Z

Parks and Recreation Commission
Thursday, October 14, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
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through September 2021
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– September 2021

To explore more about Pleasanton,
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov
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When construction of the new Emerald High School is complete, the Measure J-funded project’s student union building
should appear as depicted in this rendering.
Last month, Dublin Elementary students and parents gathered to rally and demand
updating the aging campus.

Emerald High allocations high
as some say older schoo

S
COURTESY OF DUSD

While Dublin Elementary is still in the planning phase for its modernization, the new classrooms at Murray Elementary
were built offsite and installed at the campus, as seen here.

COURTESY OF DUSD

Frederiksen Elementary School also got a facelift recently and received new classrooms as well as a multipurpose room.
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BY JULIA BAUM

everal aging schools at Dublin
Unified School District will be
getting facelifts after the Board
of Trustees recently approved millions of dollars for various upgrades.
But many parents said they are
still upset as a longstanding community rift reemerged during the
process to secure more funding and
worry about much-needed repairs
and projects that have been promised at their children’s schools being
compromised in order to complete
the new Emerald High School.
Last month, a group of parents
and students rallied outside Dublin
Elementary School, where $33 million of Measure H funding ($4.8
million and $28.1 million, respectively) for facilities upgrades was
ultimately left intact by the board.
Parent Christina Mordoff told the
Weekly that it was “the $33 million
we’d been asking for,” but said “it’s
also not nearly enough for what the
school truly needs.”
District documents list an extensive number of renovations that
are needed at Dublin Elementary
including upgrading site technology,
relocating Extended Day Child Care
and adjusting parking and drop off
areas, building 23 new classrooms
for preschool, kindergarten and elementary grades, and either building
a new multipurpose room (MPR) or
remodeling the existing one.
Currently “no plan allows for the
$10 million” that was suggested potentially be set aside from Measure

J funding for Dublin Elementary,
should the school need more than
the $33 million originally approved
in December 2019, according to the
district.
However an additional $115 million of funding, including $97 million from Measure J bond revenue,
was approved for the under-construction Emerald High at the Aug.
24 board meeting, bringing the total
of allocated money to $282 million
for the highest-priority DUSD project in the eyes of many East Dublin
residents and community leaders.
Parent Kristin Speck and others
said “it certainly seems like we get
cut quite often” in favor of the district’s planned second comprehensive high school, which is expected
to accommodate approximately
2,500 students when construction is
fully completed.
Simi Gaur, who has two children
enrolled at Dublin Elementary, said
in an interview that the district needs
a new high school, but “it can’t be at
the expense of everybody else.”
When it comes to how much Measure J revenue is spent on Emerald,
“there should be a limit, wants vs.
needs,” Gaur said. “They’re siphoning money from Dublin Elementary
and saying they need a new parking
garage. How much money does this
school need? That’s a huge, colossal
amount of money. I don’t know why
it’s costing that much.”
Gaur described her children’s
school as being unsafe with broken
air conditioners, electrical problems,

COVER STORY

COURTESY OF CHRISTINA MORDOFF

that Dublin Unified School District invest more Measure J bond money into

hlight rift in Dublin community
ols are being overlooked
uneven ground, and mold and corrosion in different areas. District documents presented at a Sept. 10 town
hall meeting also noted roof leaks
and collapses in Building B around
two years ago, around the time asbestos was discovered in the MPR
teacher lounge.
“They need repairs, there’s wear
and tear on the buildings,” Gaur
added. “They’re just old buildings so
of course they’re going to have maintenance issues that you can’t keep
putting Band-Aids on. If at 60 years
old they can’t give us the money to
fix the roof, why are newer schools
getting newer facilities? The problem
is why are you pouring money into
the schools that don’t need it.”
Speck said a 3-2 board vote last
month that approved just $5 million for completing an MPR at Murray Elementary School is another
“sad story” highlighting how primary
schools are being financially shorted
to build Emerald. Work at Murray
includes a new MPR and converting the existing one to a library
and office space, along with adding
portables for administrative offices,
as well as a couple of play structures
and partial hardscaping.
“To have so many parents call in
and get only $5 million, for that
amount to pass is a shame,” Speck
said. “Their administration building,
it’s just going to be portable buildings because they couldn’t find $5
million for Murray Elementary.”
Despite a number of alternative
options that were presented, Speck

said it was “very sad” the board
couldn’t figure out another solution.
DUSD Trustee Kristin Pelham told
the Weekly that out of the six plans
brought to the board last month, the
one selected “was the most balanced
in terms of the entire district.”
“I think we’re just moving forward
now with more realistic numbers,”
Pelham said. “None of the projects
are fully funded at this point in time,
but it was the best compromise to
move everything forward.”
Pelham added that she feels “like

things are in a better place all around.
At this point we’ve set money aside
for the facilities master plan we’re
working on,” which is expected to
be presented to the board some time
next month.
With “a large portion of the Murray work complete, and funding in
place for Phase II” of Emerald High,
Superintendent Chris Funk said in
a statement that “we don’t see the
two projects ... interfering with each
other.”
Funk also said the Facilities Master
Plan “will help guide the district for
the foreseeable future” and should
help guarantee equitable investment
in all DUSD sites.
“The consultant leading the project engaged with various stakeholder
groups, reviewed current facilities,
district finances and growth projections to create what will be an unbiased look at our needs,” Funk said.
A $184 million shortfall in the
bond facilities budget discovered
earlier this year triggered an audit report that is expected to be completed
in November, according to district
officials, though when exactly it will
be released is still to be determined
by the board.
In August, the board approved
the first sale of $116 million of
bonds from Measure J, which was
approved by Dublin voters in the
March 2020 election. Net proceeds
will go toward technology infrastructure projects throughout the district,
as well as completion of Phase 1 at
Emerald. Officials said the sales “will
also allow the district to begin work
on Phase 2 of the school,” which is
expected to begin construction in
about two years.
Classes at Emerald could begin as
early as fall 2022; when finished, the
school will have two academic towers, a library, gym, student union,
administrative and maintenance
buildings, and athletic facilities including a football field with stadium
bleachers, concession stands and a
pressbox, among other amenities. Q

JEREMY WALSH

A recent infusion of additional Measure J funds for the planned Emerald High
School has met with praise from many East Dublin residents but upset other
parents who say older schools on the west side are being neglected in favor of
completing the second comprehensive high school.

Get as low as 0% APR
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for 11 months!1
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Enjoy a Career as a
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We train you to become a Professional.
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Tri-Valley Life
20 YEARS OF

What’s happening around
the Valley in music, theater,
art, literature and more

ArtWalk

Live music, hands-on crafts, community art displays and more in downtown Livermore
BY CIERRA BAILEY

Livermore Valley Performing
Arts Center is transforming the
city’s downtown into an “art district for the day” for its 20th annual ArtWalk event.
This Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., art will be shared in booths
spread across the downtown area,
from the Bankhead Theater lobby
and Plaza to McLeod Street, and
Stockmen’s Park. The featured artists will be clustered in the parks
and sidewalks and includes the
Livermore Art Association Carnegie Gallery on Third and J streets.
The event celebrates the ways
the arts bring the community together in a showcase that features
handmade and original works by
more than 200 artists, as well
as live music, performances,
hands-on crafts and community
art projects, organizers said in a
statement.
“Name the kind of art and you
are going to find it at this event,”
said artist and Livermore resident
Meghana Mitragotri, who will be
participating in the ArtWalk for
the second year. “This is one of
Livermore’s premium art events
that everybody looks forward to.
People from all around the Bay
Area and beyond come out to this
event.”
Mitragotri is a watercolor artist
who draws inspiration from nature, including countryside landscapes, flowers and birds.
Originally from India, Mitragotri said she came to the
U.S. in 2014 and to California
in 2017, and that part of her im-

mersion into the local community
was becoming involved in the art
scene. She perfected her craft and
exhibited at various events and
venues throughout the Tri-Valley
and the greater Bay Area, including Museum on Main, Harrington
Gallery of Firehouse Arts Center,
Alameda County Fairgrounds and
juried shows at Lindsay Dirkx
Brown Gallery and City Hall in
San Ramon, Bankhead Theater in
Livermore and Blackhawk Plaza in
Danville.
Mitragotri said that at this year’s
ArtWalk she will have a variety of
pieces available, including many
fall- and holiday-themed works
for sale along with cards, bookmarks and other items featuring
her original art.
Another local artist, Julia Minasian, told the Weekly that this year’s
upcoming ArtWalk marks her third
or fourth year participating. She
also specializes in watercolors and
she owns an organic cotton textile
company called SIP (which stands
for Seriously Imbibed Products).
She prints her original artwork on
various household items, including
aprons, kitchen towels, napkins,
tote bags and even face masks.
“I just love (ArtWalk); it’s a very
well-organized show, the people
are sweet and they really support
the arts,” Minasian said. “Livermore
is a really fun venue to go to.”
She said that there is an appreciation for and emphasis on art in
Livermore that she doesn’t always
see at public art shows. For example, last year at ArtWalk — which
was significantly scaled down in

COURTESY OF LVPAC

More than 200 artists will showcase their work in booths spread across the
downtown area for ArtWalk.
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attendance due to COVID-19 —
she said a customer paid her double the asking price for one of her
works and then encouraged other
people to visit her booth that day
and later shared a post on social
media about Minasian’s work.
“I’ll never forget that,” Minasian said, adding, “there’s a lot of
kindness in Livermore that I don’t
necessarily find everywhere.”
In addition to the art that will
be on display for viewing and
for purchase this year at ArtWalk, there will be some interactive activities, including a miniworkshop to make art projects
from recycled materials led by artist Nana-Dictta Graves and Way
Up Art & Frame will offer the
opportunity to experiment with
art materials, according to event
organizers.
Live music performances will
be presented throughout the
day by Meredith McHenry, Andrew Mathers, Matt Finders and
Friends, youth jazz band Element
116 and Tom Rosefield, among
others. Big White House Winery
and John Evan Cellars will also be
pouring wine during the event.
ArtWalk Livermore supports the
efforts of the Bothwell Arts Center.
The Bothwell has served as an arts
incubator since 2006, offering affordable classroom, rehearsal, performance, event and studio rental
space for artists, musicians, actors
and others with a cultural arts
focus, organizers said.
More information and maps for
ArtWalk activities are available at
LivermoreArts.org. Q

COURTESY OF LVPAC

“Bavarian Countryside” by watercolor artist Meghana Mitragotri.

COURTESY OF LVPAC

Artist Julia Minasian prints her original art onto household goods like kitchen
towels and tablecloths.

COURTESY OF LVPAC

The ArtWalk event will span from the Bankhead Theater lobby and plaza to McLeod Street and Stockmen’s Park.

TRI-VALLEY LIFE

Artists come out to
‘Paint Pleasanton’
Weekend culminates in exhibit at Museum on Main
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Artists were out in force throughout town two weeks ago for the
Pleasanton Art League’s fourth annual plein air competition, “Paint
Pleasanton.”
The event attracted many recognized artists to paint the city’s
historic landmarks, buildings and
surrounding vineyards in one weekend, then display their works to the
public.
Most of the artists arrived early
Saturday morning, Sept. 25, organizers reported, set up at their

desired location, and worked until
sunset on their creations. Some returned Sunday morning, then painters set up their easels in front of Museum on Main for the community to
view their efforts.
The Sunday afternoon show featured cookies from Primrose Bakery.
The People’s Choice Award, which
was won by Leta Eydelberg, was
donated by Inklings Coffee & Tea.
Other awards went to the
following:
• Best of Show — Nancy Roberts, a
local resident known for her depic-

tions of hills, valleys, orchards and
historic buildings, for “Montrose
Place Vineyard”.
• Awards of Merit — Leta Eydelberg
for “Inklings”; Meghana Mitragotri
for “Hometown History”.
• Honorable Mention — Brian Fulmer for “403 St. Marys”; Jennifer
Huber for “Mobile Home at Veterans
Park”; Carolyn Lord for “Specialty
Swamp Coolers”; Srivani Ward for
“View from Laurel Creek Park”.
The paintings were judged by
Bay Area artist and art teacher
Jody Mattison. Q

COURTESY OF PAL

“Montrose Place Vineyard” by Nancy Roberts, which won Best in Show.

Longtime opera volunteers
retire from roles

Picnic with the Pops

Jim and Bonnie Schmidt to stay involved in less demanding positions

Symphony, teen jazz band presenting
free outdoor performance
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Livermore-Amador Symphony
and Element 116, a Livermore
teen jazz band, invite music lovers
to bring picnics and blankets or
seats to enjoy a free Pops Concert
on the lawn in front of the Bankhead Theater, starting at 3 p.m.
Oct. 23.
The symphony, directed by Lara
Webber, will play a variety of
favorites from stage and screen,
from “Star Wars” to “West Side
Story” to Duke Ellington to Sousa
marches. Element 116, directed
by Matt Finders, will perform its
musical ensembles.
The Pops Concerts were started
in 1982 by the Livermore-Amador
Symphony and presented annually for audiences to enjoy light classical symphonic and pops music
in a casual setting.

For many years, the venue was
the Barn in Livermore, then from
2010-19 Pops Concerts were held
in the ballroom of the Robert
Livermore Community Center.
Themes have varied over the years
with Halloween, Broadway hits,
the Beatles, outer space, and heroes and villains to name a few.
Last year, the concert was canceled because of COVID-19, and
this year, with the pandemic lingering, it was decided to hold the
event outdoors as an afternoon
event.
This is the first time in 39
years that the concert will be
alfresco, noted organizers, who
also pointed out that many restaurants adjacent to the Bankhead Theater have outdoor seating where the concert could be
enjoyed. Q

COURTESY OF LVO

Keith Sawyer recognizes the Jim and Bonnie Schmidt for their years of dedication at July’s Opera in the Vineyard event
at Retzlaff Vineyards.
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Jim and Bonnie Schmidt, longtime volunteers with the nonprofit
Livermore Valley Opera, recently
retired from their positions as
board president and production
manager, respectively.
“Bonnie and I are very pleased
to have been a part of the maturing of LVO over the past 14 years,”
Jim Schmidt said. “We are stepping down but not going away, but
will continue to volunteer with
LVO.”
Jim Schmidt will continue to
assist the board with a variety of
projects, including the improvement and integration of business
systems. Bonnie Schmidt will
manage the Nob Hill set storage
facility, procure props, and work
with the set-building crew.
Keith Sawyer is the new president of the Livermore Valley Opera
board of directors.
“Jim and Bonnie have been cen-

tral to the growth and success of
LVO, and we appreciate their continued support and assistance,”
Sawyer said.
Sawyer begins his new role as
president as the opera company
celebrates its 30th anniversary
season, returning to live performances at the Bankhead Theater
this weekend.
During the pandemic, Livermore Valley Opera presented two
online concert series on the LVOpera Channel on YouTube that
received more than 2,350 views.
It also posted former operas on
the channel, reaching more than
70,000 viewers.
Also the opera company has increased the value of its endowment
to improve its future security.
“The opera is in very good
hands with Keith Sawyer and our
talented board and volunteers,”
Jim Schmidt said.
A key focus area going forward

is recruiting volunteers, which are
needed to produce the quality
operas. To find out more about
volunteering, visit LVOpera.com.

‘Celebrate!’ opens
opera season
Livermore Valley Opera opens
its 30th anniversary season of
2021-22 with “Celebrate!” this
weekend. The live gala concert at
the Bankhead Theater will be presented at 8 p.m., Saturday (Oct. 9)
and at 2 p.m., Sunday (Oct. 10),
with lead singers from past productions for an enjoyable opera
experience for audience members
of all ages.
Purchase tickets through the
Bankhead Theater, online, at the
box office window (2400 First
St. in Livermore), or by phone at
373-6800. Ticket holders will be
required to show proof of vaccination when entering the Bankhead
Theater. Q

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Pastel artist in Alamo
“Livermore Fall Vines,” an 18-by-24 pastel, is the creation of Pleasanton
artist Debbie Wardrobe, who will be the guest speaker at the October
meeting of the Alamo Danville Artists’ Society at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday
(Oct. 12) at the Alamo Women’s Club, 1401 Danville Blvd. in Alamo.
Wardrobe’s primary medium is pastel, but she also paints in oils and
acrylics, with recent work focusing on the effects of light at sunset and
twilight on the city, landscape and ocean. ADAS members and the public
are welcome to the monthly meetings for an exchange of creative ideas and
demonstrations/lectures by guest artists.
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Opinion
TIM TALK

BY TIM HUNT

Big plans to transform
the fairgrounds

W

hen Jerome Hoban took
over as chief executive
officer of the Alameda
County Fair in 2013, his board prioritized the second phase of its vision
plan.
The board operates the 265-acre
fairgrounds and runs the county fair
as well as renting facilities to other
events and groups. Hoban, who
came to Pleasanton from the Orange
County Fair, is leading the board and
his team through challenging times
— and that’s before the pandemic
hit and forced the cancellation of the

2020 fair and saw it morph into a
COVID-19 testing site and eventually
a mass vaccination site.
Speaking to the Pleasanton Men’s
Club last month, Hoban emphasized
his roots in the fair business and his
love for it while noting that the other
49 weeks of activity are critical to
maintaining a positive annual budget.
Like other insiders, he explained
that the economics of the fair are
changing and tied directly to the
shrinking California horse racing industry. It’s sick and getting sicker.
It was once an economic engine
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with both the three-week meet during the fair and the year-round operation of the offtrack betting facility.
Now they’re reimagining different
uses for both facilities — considering competitive fantasy sports for the
large offtrack building. If they can
pull that off, it will result in reaching
a much younger demographic.
The vaccinations and lower levels
of COVID cases allowed the fairgrounds to stage the racing meet and
the junior livestock show and auction
during the normal June/July window
as well as welcome back a reduced
crowd for the Scottish Games and
the traditional Goodguys auto show
in August. They’ve also had large
crowds for other events.
The county fair was shifted to the
fall (Oct. 22-31), with hours moved
accordingly, because this will be the
first fair when school is in session.
The fair will require advance ticket
purchase and will operate touchless
throughout.
The advance sale will allow the
fair to contact people if there are important last-minute changes. When
asked if he had a maximum crowd in

mind, he deferred speaking publicly
while indicating his team had certainly thought it through.
Transforming the grounds meant
building a equestrian center for competitions that will put horses in some
of the stalls. There were eight meets
scheduled this year, until the pandemic got in the way.
Hoban also described a couple of
areas on the grounds as land banks
— the recreational vehicle parking
area and the driving range off Bernal Avenue. The onsite campground
needs to expand and will take up
some of that parking space.
The site of the Halloween show at
Gate 8 is planned for a hotel in the
long term. Hoban sees that as a great
use because all of the other Pleasanton lodging properties — with the
exception of the Rose Hotel — are
located on the I-580 corridor. Having
a hotel on the grounds within walking distance will be a major plus.
The fair also has invested in major
infrastructure improvements to both
the wastewater system and the electrical system. It also added solar panels
that are providing the payments for

LETTERS

more, the community can still donate
funds for up to 30 days after the
event.
—Minister Chris Kearney,
Pleasant View Church of Christ

Help developing countries get
clean, safe water
Clean and safe drinking water is
something we take for granted in
Pleasanton. But for many in developing countries like Haiti and Africa,
this is not the case. Please join us on
Saturday (Oct. 9) for a Walk4Water
fundraiser.
Many villages in developing countries do not have clean or safe water.
Every day women and children walk
an average of four miles to collect
water in ponds and streams. This
keeps these countries in poverty since
the children cannot go to school because so much time is spent collecting water.
Furthermore, the water they collect is unsafe because it is not filtered.
Walk4Water provides funds both for
drills to access the water under the
ground in the village, and for pumps
to pull the water up. These wells
provide not only safe, clean water but
also water that is now available within
the village — eliminating the need to
walk for miles.
In 2019, Pleasant View Church
of Christ in Pleasanton raised over
$8,500, which was enough to build
one well. Last year the walk was canceled due to COVID.
If you want to support this great
cause, please go to https://www.hhi.
org/walk4water/pleasanton-ca-2021.
This site allows people to register
to walk. If people do not want to
walk themselves, they can sponsor a
church member by pledging a dollar
amount per mile walked. Further-

Defending Walnut Grove
To the author of last week’s Letter,
“On Walnut Grove,” it seems you
write an opinionated editorial without many facts. Let me just say you
are definitely in the minority when
it comes to your student “disliking”
teachers at Walnut Grove Elementary
School.
The Grove is one of the top elementary schools in Pleasanton.
Despite the transition of principals
which Walnut Grove and neighboring Harvest Park have had, the
schools succeed by putting students
education first.
Teachers want their students to like
them, but if they don’t, they still teach
the material and love the student. The
reason these two schools are so successful is because of the teachers.
Administration will come and go.
Teachers are there for the long haul.
They love their students and work
tirelessly one on one with them to insure their success. The teachers work
together and support one another
like a family.
I have had two daughters go
through Walnut Grove and Harvest
Park. I know your child and my
daughters, along with hundreds of
thousand more, will be successful in
life because of the loving teachers that
set their important foundation for
education. So thank you teachers for
everything you do!
—Esther Mullikin

a loan with the county. It has refurbished the older core buildings
next to the grandstand, painting them
anew so they are ready for business
meetings or trade shows.
The next big project that is getting
underway is an urban farm. It will
have a STEAM focus. Technology
already is enhancing agriculture and
the fair promises to help spark that
interest in young people as well as
show them where the food in the supermarket originates. It’s estimated at
a $9 million project that the fair foundation is raising funds to support.
The other big ticket item is to rehabilitate and update the amphitheater.
Hoban said the stage is inadequate
for today’s touring shows. There are
ambitious plans to bring it to stateof-the-art with a VIP area for special
events. He’d like to see 20-25 touring
shows in addition to the fair shows.
If you get the idea that Hoban’s
plate was full before the pandemic,
consider what it’s become. The goal
hasn’t changed — to make the fairgrounds the No. 1 event center in the
East Bay, if not the Bay Area. Q
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Amador, Foothill set sights on football
division titles as league play begins
Dons open at home against SRV; Falcons hosting Dougherty Valley
The time for talking is done as
East Bay Athletic League football
league play begins for Amador Valley and Foothill this week.
The two local teams have battled
through the non-league campaign
for half a season, but now both
schools will set their sights on
EBAL titles.
Both open at home with Dougherty Valley at Foothill, and San
Ramon Valley at Amador. Thanks
to the league having two divisions
— the Mountain and the Valley —
both schools can claim EBAL titles
this year.
The Mountain Division is the
higher-ranked league based on the
last two years’ competitive balance,
with the Valley being the lowerranked division. After next season,
adjustments with the two leagues
will be made.
Amador, California, Clayton Valley, Monte Vista and San Ramon
Valley make up the Mountain. De
La Salle technically is in the Mountain, but the Spartans are not eligible to win the league title.
Dougherty Valley, Dublin, Foothill, Granada and Livermore make
up the Valley Division.
Can each of the Pleasanton
schools win an EBAL title? Absolutely, but it will be tougher for the
Dons in the incredibly tough and
deep Mountain.
What are the keys for each team
moving forward?
Amador first.
The Dons came into the year
with one of the biggest, deepest
and most physical teams in coach
Danny Jones’ tenure.
Through the first four games the
Dons proved that on defense, just
annihilating teams, allowing seven
points in the four-game stretch.
Then came the crosstown rivalry game with Foothill, where the
Dons blew a 14-0 lead and gave up
three long, time-consuming scoring
drives and came up on the short
end of a 21-17 decision.
Keys for improvement?
One, the big bruisers like Brady
Nassar and Kai Burgermeister must
be impact players every game.
The two bring great athleticism
and physical prowess to the table.

Senior Technology
Auditor

Product Security
Engineer

Senior Technology
Auditor, Workday, Inc.,
Pleasanton, CA. Acting
in the role of technical
advisor to the business
and internal audit teams
related to security
measures for Workday’s
computer platforms
and networks. To apply,
please mail resume to
ATTN: Jessica Thurston,
6110 Stoneridge Mall Rd,
Pleasanton, CA 94588.
Please refer to Job #
20637.219.

Product Security
Engineer, Workday,
Inc., Pleasanton, CA.
Deploy and administer
enterprise-grade security
tools. Design and
support the automated
deployment of security
infrastructure. To apply,
please mail resume to
ATTN: Jessica Thurston,
6110 Stoneridge Mall Rd,
Pleasanton, CA 94588.
Please refer to Job #
20637.842.

Performance Engineer

To place an ad
or get a quote,
contact
Kevin Legarda
at 650.223.6597
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.

Performance Engineer,
Workday, Inc., Pleasanton,
CA. Creation of performance
test cases based on the
analysis of performance
requirement. To apply,
please mail resume to
ATTN: Jessica Thurston,
6110 Stoneridge Mall Rd,
Pleasanton, CA 94588. Please
refer to Job # 20637.772.

ELIZABETH THOMSEN

Amador Valley quarterback EJ Thomsen runs the ball down the sideline.

These guys need to be heard from
every game.
Two, the offense needs to find
consistency. EJ Thomsen is a talented running quarterback for Amador but relying on him running the
ball could be a dangerous thing in
the physical Mountain Division. A
nice balanced attack would provide
some much-needed protection for
Thomsen, another must if the Dons
are going to be successful.
Finally — and this will be the
same for Foothill — get healthy,
and stay healthy.
How about the keys for Foothill?
One, health. Seven Falcon starters were out for the San Ramon
Valley game, and it just got ugly.
Receiver/DB Connor Perez is out
for the year with an ACL injury, but
the rest need to come back. Kenny
Olson sets the tone for the Foothill
offense and defense and having
him in street clothes against the
Wolves was tough to see. When he
is on the field, it opens chances for
the other weapons Foothill has.
Two, Foothill’s emerging offensive weapons need to continue to
improve. Tony Schillaci ran like
a man possessed against Amador
and if that continues, it’s another
offensive asset.
Chris Lawson is a freshman on
the varsity and seeing him come
to life as the season has progressed
has been amazing. This past week
Lawson was offered a full ride from
the University of Arizona — as

a freshman. Against San Ramon,
Lawson flat out dusted a pair of
SRV defensive backs deep but just
missed on connecting from quarterback Nick Walsh.
Third, Walsh needs to be the
steady leader he has been. Running
or passing, Walsh has stayed calm on
the field and the team feeds off that.

Foothill girls’ volleyball
The Falcons kept their great season alive with wins over Livermore
and Dougherty Valley to move to
22-1 on the season.
In the 25-14, 25-14, 25 22 win
over Livermore, Foothill was led
by Grayce Olson (8 kills, 6 service
points), Jo Modica (6 kills, 9 digs,
4 aces), Sruti Jonnalagadda (6 kills)
and Sammie Moser (4 aces, 3 digs).
In the win over Dougherty Valley, the Falcons won 25-19, 25-16,
25-17. Highlights were from Olson
(19 kills, 7 digs), Katie Salonga (24
assists, 10 service points, 9 digs),
Kaycie Burdick (7 kills, 2 aces) and
Paige Bennett (6 kills).

Send in your results
Disappointed your son’s or your
daughter’s results are not in the
paper? Be part of the solution! I
can only report results I receive, so
make sure you send me your results
each Sunday by noon to acesmag@
aol.com.
Just give me the scores and some
highlights, and I will put them together for my column. Q

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
Tri-Valley Steamer
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 582009
The following person doing business as:
Tri-Valley Steamer, 2311 Ivy Hill Way, Apt.
828, San Ramon, CA 94582, County of
Contra Costa, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Mustafa Ayubi, 2311 Ivy
Hill Way, Apt. 828, San Ramon, CA 94582.
This business is conducted by Mustafa
Ayubi, an Individual. Registrant has not
yet begun to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed herein.
Signature of Registrant: Mustafa Ayubi,
Owner. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on August 26,
2021. (Pleasanton Weekly, September 24,
October 1, 8, 15, 2021.)
Occasio Winery
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 581975
The following person doing business as:
Occasio Winery, 2245 South Vasco Road,
Livermore, CA 94550, County of Alameda,
is hereby registered by the following
owner: Kinney Family Vintners, LLC, 2245
South Vasco Road, Livermore, CA 94550,
CALIFORNIA. This business is conducted
by a Limited Liability Company. Registrant
began transacting business under the
fictitious business name listed herein Jan.
1, 2009. Signature of Registrant: John
Kinney, Managing Member. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk of Alameda
on Aug. 26, 2021 (Pleasanton Weekly, Sept.
24, Oct. 1, 8, 15, 2021.)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE
OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA Case No.: HG21111515 TO ALL
INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner: Lauren
Jon Erlandson filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing names as
follows: LAUREN JON ERLANDSON to JON
LAUREN ERLANDSON. THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons interested in this matter
appear before this court at the hearing
indicated below to show cause, if any, why
the petition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person objecting to
the name changes described above must
file a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least two court
days before the matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear at the hearing to
show cause why the petition should not be
granted. If no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the petition
without a hearing. NOTICE OF HEARING:
November 19, 2021, 11:00 a.m., Dept.: 17
of the Superior Court of California, County
of Alameda, 1221 Oak Street, Oakland, CA
94612. A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE shall be published at least once
each week for four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on the petition
in the following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county: THE
PLEASANTON WEEKLY. Date: September
17, 24, October 1, 8, 2021. JUDGE OF THE
SUPERIOR COURT

Call (925) 600-0840 for assistance
with your legal advertising needs.
E-mail: gchannell@pleasantonweekly.com
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Calendar
Music
2021 CONCERTS IN THE PARK
The Pleasanton Downtown
Association presents Concerts in
the Park, Sundays 4-6 p.m. Lions
Wayside Park, on the corner of
Neal and First streets.
FLEETWOOD MAC TRIBUTE BAND
The Tasting Lounge at Wente
presents Fleetwood Mask,
the ultimate Fleetwood Mac
tribute band, performing their
greatest hits. Food trucks will be
available for an easy dinner. 5:30
p.m., Oct. 8. Tickets $60. Visit
wentevineyards.com/events.
MARIACHI SAN FRANCISCO IN
LIVERMORE Livermore Public
Library will host a Latinx/Hispanic
Heritage Month Celebration
featuring Mariachi San Francisco.
Participants will enjoy a live,
musical performance and learn
about mariachi music, including
the various instruments, songs
and traditional costumes. 12:00
p.m., Oct. 10, Rincon Branch
Library, 725 Rincon Ave.
OPERA RETURNS TO THE BANKHEAD
Livermore Valley Opera opens
their highly anticipated 20212022 30th Anniversary Season
with “Celebrate!”. This unique
live gala-concert offering is
the perfect opera experience
for all audience members,
young or mature. 8 p.m.,
Oct. 9; 2 p.m., Oct. 10. Visit
livermorevalleyopera.com.
PIANIST MARK ANDERSON AT THE
BANKHEAD Del Valle Fine Arts
Presents Mark Anderson, a Bay
Area native and Steinway Artist
who has appeared in concert
halls worldwide. 7:30 p.m.,
Oct. 16. Tickets $32-$52. Visit
livermorearts.org.
ROBERT CRAY BAND The Bankhead
Theater presents five-time
Grammy award winning guitarist
and blues Hall of Fame inductee,
Robert Cray, who bridges the
lines between blues, soul and
R&B. 7:30 p.m., Oct. 21. Tickets
$20-$115. Visit livermorearts.org.
BRANFORD MARSALIS QUARTET
AT THE BANKHEAD Branford
Marsalis brings new energy and
new audiences to jazz, expanding
his talents and his horizons as a
musician, composer, bandleader
and educator. 7:30 p.m., Oct.
25. Tickets $20-$118. Visit
livermorearts.org.

Magic
“REAL MAGIC” AT THE FIREHOUSE
“Alex Ramon-Real Magic” is
world-class entertainment at
its finest. Smile, laugh, and be
mesmerized with the whole family.
3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Oct. 16. Visit
firehousearts.org. Tickets $22$32. 4444 Railroad Ave.

Comedy
COURTYARD COMEDY Courtyard
Comedy at the Bankhead presents
Brian Maggi, a Bay Area comedy

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNIT Y

staple, host and creator of
“Adulted.” 5:30 p.m., Oct. 22.
Tickets $20. Visit livermorearts.
org.

Poetry
POETRY AND PIZZA OPEN MIC Poets
from across the Tri-Valley take
the mic at the second Poetry &
Pizza Open Mic at Patxi’s Pizza
in Dublin. This family-friendly
event is open to poets and poetry
lovers. 6-8 p.m., Oct. 13. 5130
Dublin Blvd.

Exhibits
EIGHTS TAKES: CALIFORNIA
IMPRESSIONISM The Harrington
Art Gallery presents “Eight
Takes: California Impressionism”
open now through Oct. 30 with
nationally known Northern
California impressionist artists.
4444 Railroad Ave.

Fairs & Festivals
POWERHOUSE COMIC CON
Powerhouse Comic Con is East
Bay’s premier pop culture and
comic convention bringing
together fans of various fandoms
for a day of family-friendly fun.
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Oct. 9. Visit
alamedacountyfair.com.
HARVEST FAIR Enjoy an afternoon
of old-fashioned fall fun at
Heritage Park in Dublin with farm
harvest activities, lively music
and favorite seasonal foods.
Tour the 1910 Kolb House to see
how a true farm family lived. 10
a.m.-2 p.m., Oct. 9. Visit dublin.
ca.gov/1560/Harvest-Fair. 6600
Donlon Way.
ARTWALK LIVERMORE The TriValley’s premiere one day art
festival, Artwalk, includes over
200 artists displaying works on
sidewalks, plazas, parks and
galleries. Meet the artists and buy
one-of-a-kind, original handmade
treasures. This free event includes
live music at the downtown parks.
11 a.m.-5 p.m., Oct. 9. Visit
bothwelllvpac.wixsite.com/artwalk.
ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIR The
rescheduled 2021 Alameda
County Fair is back with all the
Fair favorites and will comply
with all State and local health
requirements. Guests will be
required to pre-purchase tickets
online for specific dates and
attendance will be limited. Oct.
22-31. Visit alamedacountyfair.
com.

Scholarships
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIPS
The Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Post 6298, Voice Of Democracy
Essay Contest is open to middle
and high school students with an
opportunity to express themselves
regarding democratic and patriotic
themed topics. Applications are
due by midnight Oct. 31. Visit
pleasantonvfw.org.
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Talks
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LIVERMORE-AMADOR GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY Two-part free workshop on
Solving Your Brick Wall. Part two
looks at participant’s brick walls
and suggests a research plan to
help go from being stuck to solved.
Guest speaker Gena PhilibertOrtega is an author, researcher and
instructor whose focus is genealogy,
social and women’s history. 7-8:30
p.m., Oct. 11. Visit l-ags.org.
INDIGENOUS CHICANOS/LATINOS
IN THE U.S. The Livermore Public
Library will host a zoom lecture
titled Indigenous Chicanos/Latinos
in the US: 529 Years of Struggle
and Resilience. Participants will
learn about Chicano, Latino
and Indigenous identity within
American history, borders and
colonization. 7 p.m., Oct. 12. Call
373-5505 or visit livermorelibrary.
net/home-library.
AN EVENING WITH AUDIE MURPHY
The Ed Kinney Lecture Series
and Museum on Main presents
An Afternoon or Evening with
Audie Murphy, America’s most
decorated WWII combat soldier
and Hollywood star. Award
winning actor Duffy Husdon will
portray the war hero in his moving
one-man show about Murphy’s
life, entitled “To Hell and Back”.
2 p.m. and 7 p.m., Oct. 13. Visit
museumonmain.org.
OCTOBER RELIGION CHAT Interfaith
Interconnect invites you to their
virtual October Religion Chat. The
discussion topic is, “What Spiritual
Practices or Rituals Do You Use
to Enrich Your Daily Life?” 5-6:15
p.m., Oct. 13. Email interfaith.
interconnect@gmail.com to request
the Zoom link”.
ASTRONOMY NIGHT AT THE
LIBRARY The Livermore Public
Library hosts an Astronomy Night
where attendees will learn about
astronomy with the Tri-Valley
Stargazers and explore the night
sky with telescopes. This is a free
outdoor event for all ages. 7 p.m.,
Oct. 14. For further information
call 373-5500 or livermorelibrary.
net. 1188 South Livermore Ave.
TRI-VALLEY WRITERS CONFERENCE
The Tri-Valley Writers 2021
Conference at the Four Points by
Sheraton in Pleasanton is a full-day
event on the art and business of
writing featuring three tracks: Craft,
Marketing and Self-Publishing.
New York Times bestselling
author Rhys Bowen is the keynote
speaker. Tickets $80-$150. Visit
trivalleywriters.org.
WHAT COLLEGES WANT The
Livermore Public Library invites
local high school students and
their parents to attend a free zoom
presentation, “What Colleges
Want: An Inside Look at College
Admission Requirements for
Grades 9 to 11”. 6 p.m., Oct. 20.
To register call 373-5505.

Family
STEAM TRAIN RIDES Ride through
Niles Canyon from the Sunol

Meet Goldie

EAST BAY SPCA

Depot. 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.,
Oct. 9-10 and Oct. 16-17. Tickets
$20-$30. Visit ncry.org.

Halloween
PIRATES OF EMERSON The Bay
Area’s Halloween tradition
Pirates of Emerson returns to the
Alameda County Fairgrounds.
Get ready to scream at this walkthru haunted attraction. 7:05-11
p.m., now through Oct. 31. Visit
alamedacountyfair.com.
G&M FARMS PUMPKIN PATCH
& CORN MAZE The G&M Farms
Pumpkin Patch in Livermore is
so fun it was featured twice on
the David Letterman Show. Bring
the whole family. Oct. 1-31,
closed Monday and Tuesday. Visit
https://gmfarms.com. Tickets
$7-$10. 487 East Airway Blvd.
JOAN’S FARM & PUMPKIN PATCH
Joan’s Farm & Pumpkin Patch in
Livermore is open now through
Oct. 31, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., closed
on Monday’s. Offering hay bale
maze, picnic areas, pumpkin
bowling and more. The Snack
Shack offers hot dogs and
pumpkin pie. 4351 Mines Road.
Visit joansfarm.com.
PUMPKIN CARVING CAMPFIRE Join
LAPD Rangers for an evening
filled with pumpkin. Start the
night off with pumpkin carving,
BYOP (bring your own pumpkin),
BBQ will be hot and available
to cook your own dinner, then
gather around the campfire to
learn the history of Halloween.
RSVP at 960-2400 or dsousa@
larpd.org. 4:30 p.m., Oct. 16.
4444 East Ave.

Veterans
VA MOBILE MEDICAL TEAM
The Veterans Affairs Palo Alto
Healthcare System’s Mobile Medical
team will provide examinations,
consultations, referrals and flu shots
for registered veterans. 10 a.m.-1
p.m., Oct. 18. Pleasanton Library,
400 Old Bernal Ave.

Government
TRI-VALLEY MAYORS’ SUMMIT The
2021 Tri-Valley Mayors’ Summit
luncheon will be held in the wine
country offering great food and

Hi friends, I’m Goldie! I may be
8 years old, but trust me, I still
have some bounce in my steps. If
you’re looking for an emotionally
secure, mutually satisfying, low
maintenance relationship; then
I’m all you need. Let me sit at
your feet, walk by your side and
snuggle with you during nights.
Help me ﬁnd my forever home
where I can comfortably retire,
and I promise I’ll be your devoted
companion forever. Learn more
about me at eastbayspca.org/
adopt-me.

networking opportunities. 10:30
a.m.-1p.m., Oct. 28. Tickets $75.
Visit livermorechamber.org.
PLEASANTON PLANNING
COMMISSION The Planning
Commission meets the second
and fourth Wednesday of the
month. The next teleconference
meeting is 7 p.m., Oct. 13. Visit
cityofpleasantonca.gov.
PLEASANTON UNIFIED SCHOOL
DISTRICT Regular Board meetings
of the Pleasanton Unified
School are scheduled the second
and fourth Thursday of each
month and are open to the
public. Meetings of the Board
will be virtual via Zoom until
further notice. The next meeting
is 6-10 p.m., Oct. 14. Visit
pleasantonusd.net.
LIVERMORE CITY COUNCIL The
Livermore City Council meets
the second and fourth Monday
of the month. The next meeting
is scheduled for 7 p.m., Oct.
11. For more information visit
cityoflivermore.net.

Seniors
FREE ESTATE PLANNING Estate
Planning with Shirley White at the
Pleasanton Senior Center which
includes advice on trusts, wills,
power of attorney and health
care directives. Oct. 14. For an
appointment call 931-5367.
PLEASANTON RIDES FOR SENIORS
Serving eligible Pleasanton
seniors with transportation needs
throughout Pleasanton and select
destinations in the Tri-Valley.
Pleasanton Rides is a door-to-door
service. Contact 398-1045.
VIRTUAL SMARTPHONE TRAINING
Attend a free online smartphone
training and learn how to operate the
basic functions of a phone. This is
a two-part training offered multiple
times each month. Call 510-2078609 or email: clin@ddtp.org.
WOODSHOP AT THE SENIOR
CENTER Discover the joy of wood
working and take advantage
of the opportunity to use
state-of-the art equipment. A
woodshop monitor is available
for assistance. 9 a.m.-12 p.m.,
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Pleasanton Senior Center. $5.75
resident; $6.75 non-resident.

Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

HOME SALES
This week’s data represents homes sold during
July 12-16 for Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin and
Sunol, and Sept. 1-3 for San Ramon.

Pleasanton
3948 Alma Court D. & T. Harrison to D. & R.
Jaiswal for $1,375,000
1146 Baur Court Moquette Living Trust to
Schlagel Trust for $1,800,000
6928 Calle Altamira Dunne Living Trust to M. &
V. Rajaeian for $1,600,000
4241 Chapman Way Brusiee Trust to D. & K.
Parekh for $1,260,000
3253 Cheryl Circle Carr Trust to C. Jaffari for
$1,441,000
4288 Churchill Drive A. Dillon to N. & K. Patel
for $1,510,000
3121 Conti Court Bayly Trust to L. & A. Etemad
for $3,607,500
6967 Corte Mercado J. & P. Easton to A. & G.
Kennedy for $2,020,000
4234 Diavila Avenue B. & K. Kim to Y. & S. Lim
for $1,280,000
574 Grapevine Drive Retelas-Reckas Family Trust
to S. & R. Serebriani for $1,200,000
4631 Helpert Court Redgrave Trust to S. & P. Ow
for $1,250,000
1541 Hopyard Road Wong Living Trust to A. &
C. Apard for $1,070,000
3164 Joanne Circle Powers Family Trust to S. &
A. Rajagopalan for $1,950,000
6106 Kavala Court C. Ussery to J. & K. Jenkins
for $2,222,000
3374 West Las Positas Boulevard C.
Auzumeedi to S. & S. Salunke for $1,685,000
649 Palomino Drive #B S. Shin to M. Ono for
$700,000
3127 Paseo Granada Rodriguez Family Trust to
Y. & X. Liu for $2,200,000
3018 Paseo Granada M. Mcginley to V. & A.
Bhagtani for $1,965,000
1582 Poppybank Court S. Utiramerur to M. & S.
Panech for $1,351,000
1499 Quintana Terrace M. & C. Lee to K. & A.
Adai for $1,150,000
236 Ray Street Silver Trust to Sayyar Family Trust
for $1,260,000
7709 Redbud Court Sciammas Trust to K. & R.
Hariharan for $1,780,000
4158 Rennellwood Way Y. Liu to V. & H.
Anantha for $1,160,000
2726 Solandra Court S. Venkatachalam to P. &
C. Deshpande for $1,530,000
2974 Sorano Court Monson Family Trust to Y. &
Y. Lu for $3,930,000
5658 Sunset Creek Court Kass Living Trust to N.
& G. Grewal for $3,175,000
4131 Tessa Place National Residential to P. & S.
Subramanian for $1,230,000
7228 Valley View Court M. & C. Siegert to M. &
R. Ditico for $1,017,000
6057 Via De Los Cerros Marr Family Trust to V.
& R. Chauhan for $1,200,000
1625 Via Di Salerno B. & K. Collins to Chekuri
Trust for $4,300,000

3845 Vineyard Avenue #9 Consos Living Trust
to B. Madrid for $430,000
2327 Vineyard Heights Lane A. & A. Tyagi to G.
& J. Hegde for $3,000,000
3559 Wind Cave Court L. & D. Monical to C. &
N. Oliviero for $1,600,000

Sunol
3501 Little Valley Road S. & M. Rodgers to R. &
I. Mclean for $2,200,000

Livermore
883 Adams Avenue K. & H. Rekhi to N. & M.
Ince for $950,000
2833 Alnwick Avenue #9 M. James to A. & E.
Shimabukuro for $788,000
5642 Arlene Way Franz Family Trust to L. & P.
Schumacher for $1,310,000
1650 Bridle Path Court R. & L. Gross to I. & A.
Mukherjee for $1,308,000
2021 Broadmoor Street J. Gregory to N. & R.
Periyaswamy for $910,000
637 Caliente Avenue S. Araya to N. & H.
Sridhara for $1,260,000
850 Cloud Common Srkf Commercial Properties
LLC to A. & R. Veeramalla for $975,000.
807 Crane Avenue R. Smith to R. & C. Tedrick
for $925,000
569 Emerald Street Martin Living Trust to J.
Sidhu for $1,040,000
1016 Essex Street P. & T. Mayhew to Rescue
Home Now LLC for $775,000
6177 Fieldstone Drive Achar Family Trust to L. &
V. Cheriyan for $1,125,000
2145 Francesco Court Ferreri Trust to H. & P.
Majithia for $1,535,000
3650 Glasgow Circle T. Myers to K. & A. Plattner
for $1,662,500
1054 Glenn Common N. & M. Ince to J. Dederick
for $665,000
851 Havasu Court Adesh Family Trust to J. & J.
Antony for $935,000
1455 Hudson Way S. Lee to V. & A. Wiguna for
$1,248,000
378 Jeannie Way A. Beecroft to S. & A. Umesha
for $1,375,000
890 Jefferson Avenue C. & N. Constant to D. &
P. Sampath for $980,000
4514 Kimberley Common Rabello Trust to Ter
Living Trust for $1,000,000
791 Los Alamos Avenue D. Aydelott to A. & A.
Cruz for $900,000
560 Murdell Lane D. & M. Alvillar to N. & C.
Chheda for $1,010,000
1087 Murrieta Boulevard #142 L. Thornley to
P. Lenz for $339,000

Total sales reported: 33
Lowest sale reported: $430,000
Highest sale reported: $4,300,000
Average sales reported: $1,510,000

Livermore (July 12-16)
Total sales reported: 30
Lowest sale reported: $339,000
Highest sale reported: $1,840,000
Average sales reported: $1,005,000

Dublin (July 12-16)
Total sales reported: 26
Lowest sale reported: $510,000

Dublin
2601 Alliston Loop M. & D. Kurtz to C. & S.
Deva for $1,625,000
7685 Arbor Creek Circle #140 V. Martin to J.
Jolly for $571,000
7724 Cardigan Street E. Seto to S. & N.
Veeraboyani for $1,190,000
4201 Clarinbridge Circle L. Duncan to D. Byon
for $608,000
5601 Creekview Drive M. Perez to N. & B. Fu for
$1,825,000
5501 De Marcus Boulevard #151 M. & K.
Johnson to Wus California Furniture Inc for
$561,000
5501 De Marcus Boulevard #518 V. Bandari to
H. Tan for $725,000
7148 Dublin Meadows Street #F Sareshwala
Trust to N. & Y. Zhang for $525,000
3680 Edgecomb Court J. Chen to S. & S. Bhat
for $1,700,000
3209 Madden Way Meyer Family Trust to
Saindane Family Trust for $1,985,000

3240 Maguire Way #313 D. Chang to I. & S.
Wibowo for $735,000
3360 Maguire Way #316 I. Khalid to K.
Majumdar for $715,000
7438 Mancini Court C. & R. Bruce to D. & M.
Gard for $1,715,000
5693 Maymont Lane D. Livigni to S. & K.
Thangaraj for $1,700,000
10638 Mcbride Lane #202 S. Saebi to S. & A.
Tavana for $710,000
8203 Mulberry Place M. Antonacci to H. & T.
Anbu for $990,000
1809 Porcellano Way R. & J. Walia to K. & J.
Shen for $2,325,000
7961 Regional Common Y. Liu to M. & Y. Lee for
$1,070,000
7812 Shady Creek Road Ecabert Trust to M. & J.
Nielson for $1,200,000
5610 Signal Hill Drive J. & P. Pandher to P. & P.
Thurgam for $2,000,000
6986 Stagecoach Road #E J. Tai to Iranpour
Living Trust for $620,000
5527 Stout Street Lennar Homes Of California
to P. & C. Chung for $872,500
7812 Tuscany Drive #16 R. Young to S.
Shahrzad for $675,000
7633 Tuscany Drive #88 P. & P. Hodges to A.
Meyer for $510,000
8048 Via Zapata B. Singh to R. & S. Kudrikar for
$1,440,000
3154 Vittoria Loop R. Trakru to V. & B.
Thekkedath for $1,526,00
Source: California REsource
Editor’s note: The full list of Home Sales
reported in Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin,
Sunol and San Ramon during this period can
be found with the online version of this story
at PleasantonWeekly.com.

“The Garden House Model”
in Pleasanton Valley
1546 Ridgewood Road
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OPEN HOMES
THIS WEEKEND
PLEASANTON
1547 Ridgewood Road
Sat/Sun 1:00-4:00
Iron Horse Real Estate-Marti Gilbert

$1,199,000
4BD/2BA
925-216-4063

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (July 12-16)

755 North N Street B. & C. Mccallum to C. & F.
Redeker for $836,000
563 Ontario Drive Buxton Family Trust to L.
Hsiao for $1,292,000
2318 Peregrine Street Mahajan Living Trust to
Manjulavil Living Trust for $1,580,000
3989 Portola Common #4 P. Shetty to B. & A.
Sarkar for $861,000
3983 Portola Common #1 Kevin Trust to A. & K.
Truong for $900,000
2136 Santa Croce Drive T. & R. Rohm to N. &
A. Sidhu for $1,840,000
732 Saturn Way D. Dejesus to Ramos Family
Trust for $1,217,000
5660 Woodrose Way Antonoff Living Trust to C.
& M. Cartagena for $1,420,000

Highest sale reported: $2,325,000
Average sales reported: $1,030,000

Sunol (July 12-16)

4 bedroom and 2 bath (2 bedrooms and 1 bath down stairs), large lot with spa,
side yard access, storage shed, patio for entertaining, and room for whatever
your vision may be. The front porch offers an area to sit and have a cup of coffee
or glass of wine. Walk to all school levels, local parks, shopping, post office and
Downtown Pleasanton.
VISIT 1546RIDGEWOODROAD.COM FOR MORE PHOTOS AND INFORMATION.
CALL MARTI FOR A PRIVATE SHOWING 925.216.4063

OFFERED AT $1,199,000

Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sale reported: $2,200,000
Highest sale reported: $2,200,000
Average sales reported: $2,200,000

Marti Gilbert

550 Main Street
Pleasanton, CA 94566
marti@homesbymarti.com
925-216-4063

San Ramon (Sept. 1-3)
Total sales reported: 21
Lowest sale reported: $610,000
Highest sale reported: $2,565,000
Average sales reported: $1,545,000
Source: California REsource

DRE 01520061
IronHorse Real Estate is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from
sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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Luxury Specialists!
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Showcasing 337 Yearling Court, Pleasanton | Offered at $3,695,000
VenemaHomes.com | Liz@VenemaHomes.com | 925.413.6544 | 660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957
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Pleasanton’s Best Real Estate Team!
Coming Soon

5226 Crestline Way, Pleasanton

2021

PLEASANTON
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For Sale

5253 Meadowwood Court, Pleasanton

337 Yearling Court, Pleasanton
Offered at $3,695,000

202 Leo Avenue, San Leandro
Offered at $799,000

Pending

3643 Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton
Offered at $1,689,000
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Offered at $1,795,000

4044 Page Court, Pleasanton
Offered at $1,249,000

Recently Sold
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7801 Flagstone Drive, Pleasanton
Sold for $1,750,000

7222 Valley View Court, Pleasanton
Sold for $1,085,000

1034 Germano Way, Ruby Hill
Sold for $3,948,000

581 E Angela Street, Pleasanton
Sold for $2,100,000

1159 Blanc Court, Vintage Hills
Sold for $1,600,000
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810 Chateli Court, Vintage Hills
Sold for $1,710,000

Liz Venema

Owner
Realtor | SRES

1515 Greenwood Road, Pleasanton
Sold for $1,630,000

Amanda
Venema-Davlin

Director of Operations

Alexis Venema
Realtor
Rookie of the Year

6871 Calle Altamira, Pleasanton
Sold for $1,702,000

Lisa Desmond

Realtor
CNE | Listing Manager

3735 Grillo Court, Vintage Hills
Sold for $1,750,000

Michelle Kroger
Realtor
CNE | SRES

2974 Sorano Court, Ruby Hill
Sold for $3,930,000

Kim Hunt-Bisson
Realtor

Sabrina Tirado
Realtor

VenemaHomes.com | Liz@VenemaHomes.com | 925.413.6544 | 660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957
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“The staff of the Pleasanton
Weekly went above and
beyond in their quest to
fulﬁll their duties.”
— CALIFORNIA JOURNALISM AWARDS JUDGE’S COMMENTS

HELP US CONTINUE
BRINGING YOU
AWARD-WINNING
JOURNALISM.

Become a member
today and uphold
democracy tomorrow.
Danville
SanRamon

Join us at PleasantonWeekly.com/subscribe.

Checks for $120 annual memberships may also be mailed to 5506 Sunol Blvd., Ste. 203, Pleasanton 94566.
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WE LIST, WE SELL, WE CLOSE!
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7508 FLAGSTONE DRIVE, PLEASANTON

325 LONE OAK DRIVE, PLEASANTON

1428 BRIONES LANE, PLEASANTON

3 BD | 2 BA | 1,877 SF

3 BD | 2 BA | 1,600 SF

5 BD | 4.5 BA | 3,900 SF

OFFERED AT $1,674,000

SOLD FOR $1,260,000

SOLD FOR $3,025,000
(REPRESENTED BUYER)

ROSEPARK

LITTLE VALLEY

ROSE PARK
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1564 POPPYBANK COURT, PLEASANTON

3501 LITTLE VALLEY ROAD, SUNOL

1558 POPPYBANK COURT, PLEASANTON

4 BD | 3 BA | 1900 SF

3 BD | 2.5 BA | 2,020 SF

4 BD | 3 BA | 1,900 SF

CALL FOR PRICING

SOLD FOR $2,200,000

SOLD FOR $1,280,000

VINTAGE HILLS

VINTAGE HILLS
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529 MALBEC COURT, PLEASANTON

802 CRELLIN ROAD, PLEASANTON

7498 HILLVIEW COURT, PLEASANTON

4 BD | 2.5 BA | 2,050 SF

4 BD | 3 BA | 1,942 SF

4 BD | 2.5 BA | 3,022 SF

SOLD FOR $1,560,000

SOLD FOR $1,675,000

SOLD FOR $1,925,000

This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker. The above information, is based on data received from public sources or third parties and has not be independently veriﬁed by the broker, Keller Williams Tri-Valley
Realty. If important to readers, readers are advised to verify information to their own satisfaction.
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PROUD TO BE NAMED

LEADING

100

THE TOP PERFORMERS
IN BAY AREA REAL ESTATE

Considering Buying or Selling?

THE CHAMPIONS OF PLEASANTON:
OUR CLIENTS

Call our Team today for a FREE home valuation
and all of your Real Estate needs: (925) 302-2626

OFFERED AT $4,600,000
3266 NOVARA WAY, RUBY HILL

PENDING $1,499,000
1072 RIESLING DRIVE, PLEASANTON

PENDING $1,999,998
5210 DOOLAN ROAD, LIVERMORE

SOLD $2,370,000
530 DOLORES PLACE, PLEASANTON

SOLD $1,850,000
1532 LOGANBERRY WAY, PLEASANTON

SOLD $3,250,000
885 BRICCO COURT, RUBY HILL, PLEASANTON

GOOGLE
BUSINESS REVIEWS

5.0 + + + + +

THE ARMARIO HOMES ADVANTAGE
900+

Families
Assisted

$130M

Closed Sales
2020
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35 Years
Local
Experience

#1 In Real
Estate:
Our Clients

DeAnna Armario | 925.694.0806
Brianna Armario | 925.694.0802
DRE# 01363180 | DRE# 01967027
Broker DRE# 02065804

459 Main Street, Pleasanton

www.ArmarioHomes.com

