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TIM TALK
BY TIM HUNT

Following the science or do
what I say, not what I do

T

he most unusual holiday season of our lives is roaring upon
us as public health officials in
the Bay Area and California strive to
keep us “safe” by acting like grinches.
It’s striking to see the restrictions
that are being applied here and compare them to what’s going on elsewhere in the country. One common
factor — blue state governors, His
Highness Newsom included — are
far more authoritarian than governors
in other states that have focused their
efforts on vulnerable populations and
trusted people to make smart decisions themselves.
Yes, the virus is spreading rapidly,
and yes there are issues with intensive
care unit space. There are other devastating health and economic effects
of the shutdown as well.
Closing schools — perhaps necessary at the onset without any real
knowledge — and then delaying reopening is severely damaging some
children for life. Poorer, younger students, often Brown or Black, have
limited internet capability and are
falling further and further behind.
The state has a huge education gap
between Asian and White students
and those who are Black and Brown.
Prison officials know that the number of students reading below grade
level in the third grade is a sadly
accurate predictor of the demand for
prison beds 15 years later.
A study published last week in
the Journal of the American Medical
Association showed that 24.4 million
students from the age of 5 to 11 lost
an average of 54 days of instruction
in the spring. The researchers said
that equated to 5.53 million fewer
years of life because of lower educational success.
That’s nearly four times the estimated 1.47 million years of life that
would have been lost should schools
have remained open.
A McKinsey study that examined
three scenarios (including in-person
schooling resuming in January)
found a $110 billion annual earnings hit that disproportionately effects
Black, Hispanic and poor students.
The report pointed out that greater
educational achievement is linked to
improved health, reduced crime and
incarceration levels and increased political participation.
The school shutdown has seen
teen suicide and depression soar. I
previously reported that suicides in
one summer month in the Bay Area

totaled more than all of 2019. The
CDC surveyed Americans about their
mental health in May and June, and
found one in four teenagers had
seriously considered suicide in the
last month. That’s almost 2-1/2 times
higher than the rate was in 2018.
Suicide is the second leading cause of
deaths after accidents for teenagers.
Pleasanton was set to resume inperson and hybrid instruction Jan.
7 and the county has approved the
plan. Until the county moves back
into the red tier for 14 days, schools
cannot reopen. Trustees voted unanimously Tuesday evening to reopen
pre-kindergarten through second
grade as soon as it is allowed, and
reopen other grades ASAP.
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
released the results of COVID-19
tracking from September to November last week. It showed that 74%
of the spread was traced to social
gatherings. Health care situations accounted for 7.8%, while elementary and high school students were
less than 0.5%. Restaurants and bars
accounted for 1.43%. So why is
Cuomo closing bars and restaurants
and indirectly encouraging the activity he’s decrying — we are social
creatures and want to gather.
Assuming these numbers are similar for California, then the mandate
to close outdoor dining is absurd.
Politics and power are at the core.
Last week, it was striking to see a Los
Angeles restaurant owner, who had
invested thousands in an outdoor dining area, shutting down while a catering crew was setting up right next to
her restaurant to service a film crew.
Yes, contrary to the first order, the
television and movie industry, thanks
to a strong lobbying push, is now
considered essential.
Really?
You see photos of Newsom dining
at the French Laundry in a private
room with 12 people; with no masks,
no social distancing and plenty of
wine flowing (the tasting meal is
$350 at the Napa Valley landmark),
there’s no credibility left.
The disasters with state’s Employment Development Department paying millions in checks to prisoners
and still facing a huge backlog in
legitimate claims from frustrated citizens call out how poorly his administration is functioning.
The good news is that these fiascoes may drive a spike into his political ambitions. Q

About the Cover
Mike, Gretchen and Stephen Piscotty pose in Oakland A’s gear nearly three
years ago. The Piscotty family launched the ALS Cure Project in 2018 to help
support research to cure the deadly disease that took Gretchen’s life that May.
Photo courtesy of Piscotty family. Cover design by Paul Llewellyn.
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COMING SOON TO FOOTHILL KNOLLS!
7812 FOOTHILL KNOLLS DRIVE, PLEASANTON
4 Bedrooms - 5 Bathrooms - Approximately 4,200 Square Feet
17,806 Square Foot Lot
This gorgeous Foothill Knolls home has been tastefully updated
and expanded. The open ﬂoor plan is excellent for entertaining and
well suited for multi-generational living. The bonus room and ofﬁce
spaces upstairs are perfect for those working from home and
provide plenty of privacy. Featuring a massive lot with a sparkling
pool and separate pool house with an additional bedroom and
bathroom. This is an excellent opportunity to buy your dream home
in the highly desired Foothill Knolls neighborhood!

7TIME WINNER AS PLEASANTON’S BEST REALTOR & HALL OF FAME MEMBER

Gina Piper
925.200.0202 • DRE #01201349
gina@elationre.com

ElationRE.com

Adoption fees waived
for select cats and dogs!

December 1 – 31

Apply to adopt at
eastbayspca.org
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Streetwise

ASKED AROUND TOWN

What kind of gifts are you giving this holiday season?
Dina Hartung

Michelle Haas

Lawyer
Well, considering how it is pretty much impossible
to actually go out shopping for gifts, I’ve decided to
send all of my nearest and dearest family and friends
Amazon gift cards. That way they can buy whatever it
is they want, in the safest way possible.

File clerk
I’ve gotten gift certificates for many of my friends for
manicures and pedicures. Men and women alike. As soon
as things open back up, I’m sure they will be so happy to
be able to get a mani and a pedi.

Dominick DiBenedetto

Julia Bryan

Retired
I’m not actually buying anything for anyone this year.
Instead, because I have so much free time on my hands,
I am making homemade wreaths for everyone near and
dear to me, and delivering them to their homes and
actually hanging them on their doors. While I’m at it, I
wish them a safe, socially distanced Merry Christmas,
and we talk about how much we’re looking forward to
celebrating the holidays properly and fully next year.

Retired
I’m not getting anyone gifts this year. Sorry folks. I figure
next year I will just get everyone really extraordinary gifts
that I can take my own sweet time shopping for. In stores.
Without a mask.

Ian Formaggio

—Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

Set designer
I am buying a lot of gift cards to local restaurants to
give to my friends so that they can get take-out food
to bring home. I feel like it is the right thing to do
for all of the businesses in my neighborhood who are
struggling because of COVID.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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We’re Hiring !
6XEVWLWXWH&ODVVL¿HG(PSOR\HHV
3DUDSURIHVVLRQDOV&XVWRGLDQV

7RDSSO\JRWR
ZZZHGMRLQRUJ
DQGVHDUFKIRU3OHDVDQWRQ

6WXGHQW6XSHUYLVLRQ$VVLVWDQWV

•
•
•
•

Join one of the best school districts in California
#1 School District in Alameda County
Jumpstart your career
Great place to work and live
3OHDVDQWRQ8QL¿HG
School District
4665 Bernal Avenue
Pleasanton, CA 94566
925.462.5500
www.pleasantonusd.net
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Newsfront
PUSD sets reopening timeline,
but no fixed start date yet

DIGEST
‘Wishful Singing’
Cantabella Children’s Chorus
has prepared a short holiday concert, “Wishful Singing,” that includes favorites “Deck the Hall”
and “Silent Night.”
The link will be available online beginning at 4 p.m. this Saturday (Dec. 19), and continue
throughout the evening.
Go to www.cantabella.org for
a link to the concert on YouTube.
No advance signup is necessary.
The concert is free although donations can be made at the website.
The renowned Cantabella Children’s Chorus has maintained its
training classes via Zoom. Registration is open for spring 2021
classes for singers from kindergarten through the 12th grade. To
learn more, visit the organization’s
website.

Students to begin returning once Alameda County is in state’s red tier for 14 days

T

BY JULIA BAUM

he Pleasanton school board
unanimously agreed on
Tuesday to reopen all 15 elementary and secondary schools
within several weeks of each other,
as soon as Alameda County is officially back in the red tier of the state’s
COVID-19 case monitoring system
— though nobody knows when that
might happen.
At their final online meeting of
2020 (and the first for newly elected
Pleasanton Unified School District
trustees Mary Jo Carreon and Kelly
Mokashi, who were sworn in earlier

that evening), the board established
a timeline for students returning to
school when public health officials
give approval, but without a specific
fixed date.
“We are not allowed to open
school until we are in the red tier for
two weeks, so whatever date that is,”
Board President Joan Laursen said.
Plans to move forward with an
original return date of Jan. 7 for prekindergarten through fifth-grader
students were unanimously approved
in late October, but the county’s shift
backward into the purple tier before
Thanksgiving and ensuing statewide

shelter-at-home orders forced PUSD
to postpone reopening.
The board approved a tentative
timeline on Tuesday that would start
with pre-K through second grade
returning to campus as soon as the
county is in the red tier for 14 days.
Grades 3 through 5 would come
back for in person learning within a
week.
Secondary grades would be rolled
out the following week, but the district will discuss those details — including whether to reopen all middle
and high schools at once or use a
staggered approach — at the Jan. 14

New judges
Gov. Gavin Newsom last week
announced the appointment of
three new Alameda County Superior Court judges.
Sharon Djemal, 51, of Berkeley; Keith Kern Fong, 58, of Oakland; and David Pereda, 42, of
Oakland, were announced as the
three new judges on Dec. 8.
Djemal has been program director of the Consumer Justice
Clinic since 2014 at the East
Bay Community Law Center, and
is replacing the retiring Wynne
Carvill.
Fong has served as a U.S.
District Court law clerk, senior
council at a law firm, and as general counsel and chief administrative officer at Discovery Foods,
among his past positions. He is
replacing the retiring Judge Ronni
MacLauren.
Pareda has been special counsel at the Oakland City Attorney’s
Office since 2018 and previously
also served as an assistant U.S.
Attorney and an Oakland deputy city attorney among his prior
jobs. He will replace the retiring
Jon Rolefson.
—Bay City News Service

Legislative director
State Senator Steve Glazer publicly introduced Sakshi Walia as
his new legislative director last
week.
A 2018 graduate of Cal State
Fullerton where she earned her
bachelor’s in business administration with a double concentration in finance economics, Walia
originally joined Glazer’s office
as an intern in Sacramento two
years ago. Following her internship, Walia then worked as a
legislative aide for Assemblyman
Patrick O’Donnell before returning to Glazer’s staff in the same
position later that year.
During her time on Glazer’s
team, Walia has worked on matters of public safety, the environment and education, including
the Select Committee on Student
Success. Q

board meeting, “because the chances
of us being in the red tier for two
weeks before then are pretty slim,”
Laursen said.
The timeline will also figure into
negotiations with the Association of
Pleasanton Teachers and California
School Employees Association, who
the district is meeting with this week,
and again in early January, according
to assistant superintendent of human
resources Julio Hernandez.
“APT and I will need to sit down
and figure out what does that mean
See SCHOOLS on Page 10

COVID-19
vaccine
arrives
in county
First round given to
health care workers,
first responders
BY RYAN J. DEGAN

and second, respectively, in a
seven-candidate race for a pair of
four-year terms on the council.
“I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the community for
electing me to the City Council. The support really was overwhelming, and I appreciate that
from the bottom of my heart,”
Arkin said. “I am looking forward to making thoughtful, wellinformed decisions that continue
to make Pleasanton a wonderful
place to live, work and play.”
The ceremony met with mixed
emotions for Balch, who is
mourning the death of his grandmother Margaret Balch, a major

The first shipments of the Pfizer
COVID-19 vaccine were arriving
in Alameda County this week, according to local health officials,
who have said that plans are being
laid to ensure as safe, equitable
and widespread a distribution as
possible as more supply becomes
available.
Following guidelines established
by the state, the first round of doses
in Alameda County will be distributed to hospital workers and first
responders who are at the highest
risk of being exposed to the coronavirus, with acute care hospitals
receiving the vaccine directly from
Pfizer for their health care workers.
“While we are still in the early
phases, this is a hopeful moment
for Alameda County residents,”
Board of Supervisors President
Richard Valle said in a statement.
“A safe and effective vaccine will
save lives and help residents and
businesses return to some level of
normalcy.”
While county officials hope that
additional doses will be delivered
within the coming weeks, this first
round will include 12,675 doses
for health care workers and first responders in Alameda County and an
additional 975 doses being delivered

See COUNCIL on Page 8

See VACCINE on Page 10

CITY OF PLEASANTON

The new Pleasanton City Council, along with city executive staff, discuss issues during Tuesday night’s meeting
held via Zoom because of the pandemic.

Pleasanton seats new City Council
Brown takes oath to become mayor;
Arkin, Balch begin regular council terms
BY JEREMY WALSH

The city of Pleasanton welcomed new Mayor Karla Brown
and City Council members Valerie Arkin and Jack Balch during a virtual ceremony Tuesday
evening.
Brown, a councilwoman for
the past eight years, ascended to
the head chair and took oath of
office now that her election victory and the rest of the city’s election results had been certified.
She won the two-year mayor’s
term on Nov. 3 against four other
candidates on the ballot.
“I know the voters had a choice
when they went to vote ... and I
know that many Pleasanton voters selected another candidate.

And I hope over the next two
years to earn their trust and
their vote,” Brown said Tuesday.
“As your mayor for the city of
Pleasanton, I intend to roll up my
sleeves, work hard and earn your
respect.”
Emblematic of the meeting norms for 2020 amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, the online
swearing-in ceremony also included two new — but recognizable — leaders join the City
Council: Arkin, who served three
elected terms on the Pleasanton
Unified School District Board of
Trustees; and Balch, a city planning commissioner for more than
six years.
Arkin and Balch finished first
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Second Livermore solar project approved; group vows to appeal
Save North Livermore Valley said they will take matter to Board of Supervisors
BY JULIA BAUM

A group of Livermore residents
plans to appeal the county’s approval
of a second proposed solar plant in
recent weeks by taking the matter
to the Alameda County Board of
Supervisors.
“As we appealed the decision on
the massive Aramis industrial solar
power plant, we will appeal the
decision of the Board of Zoning
Adjustments on the Sunwalker solar
project to the Board of Supervisors,”
said the group called Save North
Livermore Valley in a statement last
Friday.
The Livermore Community Solar
Energy Facility, as the project is
called, was approved 2-0 by the East
County Board of Zoning Adjustment
at the Dec. 10 online meeting.
Board Commissioners Derek
Eddy and Frank Imhof voted for the
facility while Commissioner Scott
Beyer was absent.
Save North Livermore Valley opposes construction of the planned
59-acre, six-megawatt solar electric

facility at 4871 N. Livermore Ave.,
as well as the much larger planned
Aramis solar plant roughly two miles
north of the Livermore city limits.
“In none of the applicant conceptual images is the public provided
an actual depiction of how large and
how much agricultural land and
open space” will be occupied by the
project, Save North Livermore Valley
told the Weekly.
In a statement, the group called it
“disappointing” that the board met
again “without present the member who previously questioned the
propriety of constructing industrial
solar facilities in North Livermore
Valley.”
They said it was “most disappointing,” however, that Eddy and Imhof
voted for the project after hearing
from more than 20 residents and
local environmentalists at the hearing — all opposed — and nobody
besides the applicant, Sunwalker
Energy, spoke in favor.
“The commissioners who voted
in favor of the project should have

SAVE NORTH LIVERMORE VALLEY

Project areas of the Sunwalker industrial solar power plant in the foreground (in orange) and the larger Aramis solar plant
(in red), totaling 700-plus acres. The areas are divided by North Livermore Avenue; image view from above Bel Roma Road.

explained why in their independent
judgment the project complies with
the law and serves the public interest. The public was owed this duty,”
the group said.
Determined to preserve local agricultural land and open space, Save
North Livermore Valley added, “We
will not allow in a matter of mere
weeks the destruction of land that
has for centuries been used for farming and ranching and today is restricted under Measure D and other

laws for agricultural uses only.”
Sunwalker Energy did not reply
to request for comment from the
Weekly as of press time Wednesday.
Save North Livermore Valley was
one of four groups to separately appeal the zoning board’s Nov.
24 approval of the larger Aramis
solar plant — along with Friends
of Livermore and Friends of Open
Space & Vineyards (for various environmental and policy reasons), as
well as developer Intersect Power,

who opposed two specific project
conditions imposed by the county.
Friends of Livermore and Friends
of Open Space & Vineyards this
week requested the county postpone the scheduled appeal hearing
date of Jan. 12, primarily to allow
additional time for the residents
groups to prepare their cases. The
status of that request was still pending as of press time. Q
Editor Jeremy Walsh contributed
to this story.

Thin Blue Line flag debate takes spotlight in Livermore meeting
After criticizing ‘out of context’ story, council members vow to add topic to future agenda
BY CIERRA BAILEY AND JULIA BAUM

A number of community members turned out virtually to the
Livermore City Council meeting
Monday to bring attention to a social media-fueled controversy that
came to light over the weekend
in online circles in Livermore and
beyond.
Prior to the council meeting,
then-Mayor-elect Bob Woerner
and Councilwoman Trish Munro
distributed a written statement
through the city to publicly address an article circulated on social
media by pro-police website Law
Enforcement Today about notes
from a Nov. 17 Livermore Equity and Inclusion Subcommittee
working group meeting that were
posted on the city’s website.
The story suggested that the
city group was debating whether
the Thin Blue Line flag — which
is used to express support for law

enforcement, but is considered by
others as a symbol of intimidation
— should be labeled as a symbol
of hate. But the city leaders said
in their written statement Sunday that those prior meeting notes
were “taken badly out of context”
by the Law Enforcement Today
article.
According to the working group
meeting notes, a community-wide
assessment and inventory of identified “symbols, artwork, objects,
artifacts, etc. in Livermore that
represent and signify systemic racism as well as symbols, etc. that
signify equity and inclusion” was
one of “action steps” proposed at
an October meeting.
Originally the assessment was
intended for city-owned property
and referred to images such as the
“Pride flag, cowboy, field/vineyard
worker, murals, Livermore seal
(cowboy), sculptures of families/

children with Eurocentric features,
ranch brands, totem pole.” However, the working group suggested expanding the project scope
to include symbols and items on
private properties, including the
“confederate flag, Thin Blue Line
flag, inclusive signs.”
After identifying the properties,
the city and subgroup would decide how to “address the symbols,
acknowledge and reduce systemic
racism, and promote equity and
inclusion,” according to the statement from Woerner and Munro.
By posting the meeting notes —
which “summarize each meeting’s
brainstorming and robust conversations, so that the whole community can see the process, warts
and all” — the officials said they
hoped to increase transparency but
it “unfortunately ... has led to the
misunderstanding that occurred a
few days ago.”

“Unlike the very misleading and
inflammatory story currently circulating, the Culture subgroup is
simply trying to understand the
look and feel of Livermore, a project everyone is welcome to participate in,” they added.
During Monday’s regular council
meeting, a number of residents
spoke about the issue during nonagenda public comments. Some
defended the efforts of the Equity
and Inclusion Subcommittee and
subsequent working group, while
others condemned them and called
for the group to be disbanded.
“I am a huge supporter of the
Equity and Inclusion working
group and their desire to help
create a better, more inclusive
Livermore for all people, races,
genders, sexualities, abilities and
religions,” Emily Wilson, a community advocate and co-founder
of Tri-Valley for Black Lives, stated

in the public comments.
“With what has transpired this
weekend, I became aware of the
need for more clear communication between the city and its constituents. Misinformation spreads
fast and it was difficult to ‘put
out the fire’ when there wasn’t a
clear response to the issue,” Wilson continued, adding that the
subcommittee meeting notes were
taken out of context, resulting in
the intent behind the Equity and
Inclusion group’s work getting lost
in the fray.
Others did not share Wilson’s
perspective.
“I’m here for the sole purpose of
conveying my extreme displeasure
at the intent and activities associated with the community wide assessment and action project,” resident Ron Blair wrote. “This is one
See FLAG on Page 10

Celebrating Livermorium Plaza
Serves as symbol of city’s deep connection to science
BY JULIA BAUM

A small groundbreaking ceremony was held for the new Livermorium Plaza in downtown Livermore
earlier this month.
Prominently located at First Street
and South Livermore Avenue, the
park “is a tribute to the longstanding
collaborative relationship between
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) and the city of Livermore,” officials said in a statement.

Outgoing Mayor John Marchand and LLNL Director William
Goldstein were among the speakers
at the Dec. 3 event. Peter Rodrik,
manager of the National Nuclear
Security Administration’s Livermore
field office, and Mark and Nancy
Stoyer — two scientists who helped
with the creation of the element
Livermorium — also attended the
ceremony, which saw everyone in
attendance wearing face coverings
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and being socially distanced from
each other.
“I have appreciated the partnerships with the labs, our community, and the people who work there
doing critically important work that,
in many cases, can be done nowhere
else in the world,” Marchand said.
“From the generosity of the HOME
(Helping Others More Effectively)
campaign and the Lawrence Livermore National Security Community

Gift Program, to our partnership
with the i-GATE Innovation Hub,
and so much more, Livermore is a
better place because of what our labs
do,” Marchand added.
Livermorium was created by
LLNL researchers and scientists
from Russia’s Flerov Laboratory of
Nuclear Reactions worked together
on synthesizing two new superheavy elements, (114) Flerovium
and Livermorium. The latter,

located in the bottom right corner
of the periodic table of elements,
was made by “bombarding curium
targets with calcium at one-tenth
the speed of light.”
Only two cities in the country
are currently named after elements:
Livermore being one, and Berkeley
with element 97 (Bk).
A recording of the groundbreaking ceremony can be viewed on the
city’s YouTube Page. Q

A Letter to Our Community
We have reached a critical point in the pandemic, and now more than
ever we must each do our part by following the new Regional
Stay-At-Home Order to slow the spread of the Coronavirus and
protect our Pleasanton community.
This virus knows no boundaries. Pleasanton is certainly not immune to
WKHYLUXVDQGZHDUHFXUUHQWO\H[SHULHQFLQJDVXUJHLQFRQӾUPHGFDVHV
and hospitalizations in our city. The only way through this will be to work
WRJHWKHUWRӿDWWHQWKHFXUYHDVZHGLGLQWKHVSULQJ7KLVPHDQVWKDWRQFH
again we need to avoid gathering with individuals outside our households,
wear masks whenever we leave our homes, maintain social distance from
others not in our households, and wash our hands.
With these new restrictions, our local businesses will continue to be
LPSDFWHG$VWKHKROLGD\VHDVRQDQGQHZ\HDUDSSURDFKHVOHW·VPDNHD
collective commitment to support Pleasanton businesses. We each can do
this in ways that work best for you and your family: by ordering takeout or
delivery from our local restaurants, shopping at local retailers, employing
local service providers, and purchasing gift cards through the websites
of personal care services who have once again had to close their doors.
However you choose to support Pleasanton businesses, you will be doing
your individual part to help them and sustain our local economy.
None of us are alone in this. If we work together, we will get through this
pandemic and return to the healthy and vibrant Pleasanton community
we all love and value.

Wear a mask, and stay well and healthy.

Pleasanton Mayor and City Council
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Livermore to fill open council seat by appointment
Applications due Jan. 1; council down to 4 members with Woerner now mayor
BY CIERRA BAILEY

The four sitting Livermore City
Council members voted unanimously for an interview and appointment process, as opposed to
calling for a costly special election,
to fill the vacancy on the dais created upon Bob Woerner’s ascension
from councilman to mayor on Monday night.
With the results now certified,
more than a month after the Nov. 3
balloting, election winners Woerner
and District 3 City Councilwoman
Brittni Kiick were formally sworn
into their positions during a twopart council meeting via Zoom on
Monday.
Before officially handing the reins
over to his successor, outgoing
Mayor John Marchand presented
him with the ceremonial gavel engraved with the names of all Livermore mayors — now including
Woerner’s.
“What a phenomenal wing man

to have to help me out with Measure P, to making sure that we were
able to fulfill the overwhelming will
of the voters to ensure that the approved (downtown) plan continued
to move ahead. That was a battle to
get through, and the overwhelming
will of the voters won out. I don’t
think we would have had that success had it not been for the strategic
and doggedness of the vice mayor,”
Marchand said of Woerner before
stepping down.
Woerner, Kiick and District 4
Councilman Bob Carling, who reclaimed his seat on the council
after running unopposed, each took
their oath of office during the second half of the nearly four-hour
virtual meeting.
Their first order of business was
appointing Councilwoman Trish
Munro as vice mayor from now
through 2021.
“We’ve had spirited conversations, and I think they’ve been very

spirited at times, but I think we’ve
learned a lot from each other and I
appreciate it. And I’m looking forward to working with you in your
role as vice mayor,” Woerner said to
Munro.
Munro’s selection was followed
by discussion on how to fill the one
open seat on the council now that
Woerner has ascended to mayor.
Woerner ran for mayor this fall in
the middle of the four-year regular
council term he won at-large in
2018 — which was the city’s final
election before switching to districtbased voting.
After city staff reported that an
off-schedule election would cost
an estimated $1.1 million to $1.2
million (averaging out to about $19
to $21 per registered voter), the
council unanimously supported an
appointment process instead of a
special ballot.
The new council member would
finish out the remainder of the

at-large term vacated by Woerner,
ending in December 2022. By keeping the position at-large, the city is
opening the application process to
all city residents; although, the seat
will be assigned to District 1 (northwest Livermore) starting in 2022, so
the appointee would have to reside
in District 1 (or District 2) to run
for re-election.
The council unanimously agreed
to move forward with staff’s recommended timeline, setting the application period to run from Wednesday until 5 p.m. Jan. 1.
At the next regular public meeting on Jan. 11, the four-member
council will screen applicants and
select which candidates will be interviewed during a special meeting on Jan. 18. According to the
recommended schedule, the newly
appointed council member would
take their oath of office during a
regular council meeting on Jan. 25.
Monday’s meeting also included

public farewell remarks and proclamations for Marchand and outgoing Councilman Bob Coomber.
Marchand was termed out this year,
while Coomber opted not to seek a
second term for health reasons.
“We’ve had some great wins in
Livermore: I think of the Bankhead,
I think of now Valley Link, working
on homeless issues. So many things
that the Board of Supervisors, myself and your city staff — (City
Manager) Marc Roberts has been
a great help — in just getting the
stuff done for the people that we
represent and I think that’s why
you and I and Bob (Coomber)
got into this. And I think that’s
why Bob Woerner wants to continue as mayor because he wants
to see through some of this work,”
Alameda County Supervisor Scott
Haggerty said to Marchand ahead
of reading the proclamations presented to him and Coomber from
the Board of Supervisors. Q

Dublin acquiring land from county for affordable housing
City officials will seek development proposals for 1-acre site in future
BY JULIA BAUM

A 1-acre site owned by Alameda
County by the Dublin-Pleasanton
BART Station is being acquired by
the city of Dublin for future affordable housing, after the City Council
unanimously authorized seeking the
transfer earlier this month.
“At this point there aren’t any
plans in place, but the city intends
the site to be used for an affordable
housing project,” city spokesperson
Shari Jackman told the Weekly after
the Dec. 1 council meeting.

Located at the southeast corner of
Iron Horse Parkway and Martinelli
Drive, the parcel — known as Site
D-1 — is part of a larger 2.4-acre
property in the East Dublin Transit
Center. The Surplus Property Authority of Alameda County currently
holds the land title.
“Once the property is transferred
from Surplus Property Authority to
the city, we’ll likely request proposals from affordable housing developers and, once selected, they would
go through the city’s entitlement

Public Notice
The Livermore Amador Valley Transit Authority
(LAVTA) is seeking public input on emergency
service changes that were implemented as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Full details of
LAVTA’s response to the pandemic, including the
emergency service changes and the public input
process are available at
www.wheelsbus.com/covid/.
Comments will be summarized and provided to
the Wheels Board of Directors. The deadline for
submitting input is January 20, 2021 at 5 pm.
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process,” Jackman added.
A parking garage on the east side
of the site is currently being designed through the General Services
Agency, and will take up about half
of the land. Approximately one acre
of undeveloped land will remain on
the west wide, along the Iron Horse
Parkway frontage, when the garage’s
design is finalized, at which point
Site D-1 will be divided into two
legal parcels.
Dublin officials requested via
Alameda County Supervisor Scott

Haggerty “that the remaining 1-acre
parcel be utilized for an affordable
housing project.”
Haggerty’s chief of staff Shawn
Wilson said, “We had some discussions with the city of Dublin to see
if they would be interested in building some sort of small affordable
project, they were interested and we
started to discuss how this would
work. The city of Dublin asked us
for the land and we obliged.”
Originally the county was “optimistic that BART would accept

the free money that then-assemblymember Catharine Baker was
instrumental in securing for a second Dublin parking garage,” Wilson
said, including $20 million in grant
funding.
After BART voted to not build
the garage, “we then decided to
work with our General Services
Agency to construct and manage
the parking garage,” Wilson added.
“We have been working on the
design and will hopefully begin
construction soon.” Q

COUNCIL

Swalwell (D-Livermore), appearing
remotely from Washington, D.C.,
while city clerk Karen Diaz swore
in Brown and Balch.
Sitting council members Kathy
Narum and Julie Testa offered brief
comments to congratulate the new
mayor and council members.
“I just want to say welcome ... I
think it’s just amazing, you know,
that we have four women — sorry,
Jack — on the council,” Narum
said with a smile. “And I look forward to getting things done with
you. And we have a lot to do.”
Tuesday’s meeting also saw
Councilman Jerry Pentin share
final remarks as he left the dais at
the outset. Pentin, who like Brown
was terming out of a regular council seat this year after serving eight
years, finished as the runner-up in
the mayoral election.
“No one succeeds alone, and
my path has been smoothed by
so many of you in Pleasanton.
And for that I’ll always be thankful,” Pentin said, tearing up when
talking about the hard work of
city employees and the support

from his family.
“We did a great job leading this
city, we really did. I’m not patting
myself on the back; I’m patting all
of us on the back,” he said to his
fellow council members, past and
present. “We brought this city out
of a Great Recession and an historic drought, amongst many other
issues. It was a team effort, with
a diverse mindset, and I wouldn’t
trade the experience for anything.”
Swalwell, Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley and State Senator Steve Glazer all offered special
recognition to Pentin during the
meeting.
Outgoing Mayor Jerry Thorne
did not appear Tuesday, as he continues his recovery from recent surgery. Thorne, who also termed out
this year, previously announced
that the Nov. 17 meeting would
be his final one leading the city
because of the pending operation.
In one of their first actions as a
full council, members voted unanimously later Tuesday night to select Testa to serve as vice mayor for
2020. Q

Continued from Page 5

influence in his life who died on
Monday at age 102.
“My grandmother’s life story is
a testament to perseverance, and
along the way she remembered to
enjoy the journey with kindness
and respect, grace and poise, a bit
of humor — and it calls upon us to
do the same,” Balch said through
tears.
“So to all of Pleasanton, I encourage perseverance. Our community
is facing challenges like no other
in its history with this pandemic,”
he continued. “I’m here tonight to
challenge each and every one of us
to stretch ourselves to think of new
and innovative ways to support
one another and our community in
these perilous times. We cannot do
it alone.”
“I ask in closing for you to show
empathy, please advance kindness,
please cultivate gratitude,” Balch
said.
Arkin took the oath of office
administered by U.S. Rep. Eric
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NEWSFRONT

Bauer-Kahan reintroduces bill to help prevent wildfires
Local DAs could act against utility companies under AB 21
BY JULIA BAUM

Legislation aiming to combat potential wildfires started by utility
companies that fall short of safety
standards was reintroduced recently
by local Assemblywoman Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan (D-Orinda).
Assembly Bill 21 would enable
local district attorneys and the California Attorney General’s Office to
bring action against utilities that fail
to maintain proper vegetation abatement around electrical poles and
transmission lines.

SCHOOLS
Continued from Page 5

and how do we craft language to be
able to satisfy the board’s direction,”
Hernandez said. “Hopefully we can
come to terms again as we did before
clearing the way to open school.”
The decision to wait long before reopening secondary sites met
resistance from some parents and
students during the public hearing.
Amador Valley High School sophomore Elysa Hockaday said lately
“it’s been a little bit hard to get as
much attention from teachers or ask
questions.”
“I understand that younger students need to go (back) before older
students because they have more
need but ... the motivation of students has been a little bit on the
down-line,” Hockaday said. “I would
just really like to know your opinion
on knowing when we’d be able to go
back to school.”

VACCINE
Continued from Page 5

to those in the city of Berkeley —
which operates its own independent
local health jurisdiction.
To be available for residents 16
years old and above, federal framework for distribution of the vaccine
has established phases prioritizing
the order in which residents will
receive the COVID-19 vaccine based
on their risk of exposure to the virus.
In the current Phase 1, hospital workers, first responders, and
residents and staff at long-term care
facilities are slated to be the first
ones to receive doses due to their
heightened risk of exposure and the
increased danger they face when
being exposed to the deadly virus.
“Acute care hospital health care
workers and 9-1-1 first responders at highest risk for exposure to
COVID-19 are our first line of defense in protecting our system of
care from becoming overwhelmed
and understaffed during this surge,”
said Dr. Kathleen Clanon, deputy
county health officer and medical
director for the Alameda County
Health Care Services Agency.
Once those groups have been

In a statement,
Bauer-Kahan said
the “type of carnage” during the
Camp Fire in
2018, including
86 people killed
and more than
18,000 buildRebecca
ings damaged Bauer-Kahan
or destroyed, “is
avoidable by proper, routine maintenance and abatement.”
“We have seen, time and time

again, PG&E’s failure to do the right
thing when it comes to maintaining their equipment and conducting
proper vegetation abatement,” BauerKahan said. “Our deadliest fire, the
Camp Fire in 2018, was caused
by malfunctioning equipment that
sparked overgrown vegetation.”
“By allowing local authorities to
hold companies accountable when
they are out of compliance, we can
work to keep our communities
safer,” Bauer-Kahan added.
Fines resulting from an action

against an electrical company in
violation would be added to the
newly formed Utility Accountability and Wildfire Prevention Fund,
with half going toward the state or
county that brought the action and
the other half to CalFire. Funds
are required to be spent for wildfire prevention and suppression,
fire planning, fire-related enforcement activities and enhancing forest
management.
With proper maintenance and
electrical clearance codes not being

updated in nearly 50 years, BauerKahan said “it is time to give our law
some teeth, ensuring that everyone
steps up in preventing wildfire, and
those who do not shall carry the
burden.”
Assemblymembers Robert Rivas,
David Chiu, Tim Grayson, Cottie
Petrie-Norris, Mark Stone, Buffy
Wicks, and Senators Monique Limon
and Scott Wiener co-authored AB
21, which is currently in the Assembly Rules Committee awaiting
referral to a policy committee. Q

Parent Erin Haubner said nine
months is “too long for kids to be out
of school with no date for possible
return, especially for secondary.”
“If we’re already looking at a hybrid model, with those wanting to
stay remote doing so, why would we
tonight be suggesting a staggered reentry?” Haubner said.
Despite adjustments to grading
policies to accommodate unforeseen
circumstances, Haubner called the
school year “an even bigger challenge” to both teachers and students
that is “not only hurting grades” but
also “how our children feel about
themselves at the core, and school in
general.”
About 40 residents held a rally on
Tuesday evening, before the board
discussion, in support of reopening
schools. That was three days after a
rally about double the size, also organized by parent group Open Pleasanton Schools, took place at the corner
of Valley Avenue and Hopyard Road.

Following public comment Tuesday, Carreon said she observed “a
disconnect between what we’re
doing behind the scenes and parents” and advocated reconvening the
district’s reopening task force.
“We need to be involving our
community in making some of these
decisions as we move forward,”
Carreon said.
As for when the likelihood that
vaccines will be available for education essential workers including
those at PUSD, Superintendent
David Haglund said they will be distributed by Alameda County in two
phases.
Haglund confirmed the district’s
essential workers “are in the early
tiers of that rollout of the vaccination,
and that gives us some hope.”
“In Phase 1, there’s Phase 1A and
Phase 1B; the essential workers in
the school system are in Phase 2,”
Haglund said. “Once the county gets
through Phase 1A and Phase 1B, then

it moves to Phase 2 and the dates
would be driven on how quickly additional vaccines are approved.”
“So, if the second vaccine comes
online, their ability to vaccinate more
people comes with the additional
vaccine,” he added.
Child care and small cohort programs are still permitted to operate
in all tiers, and any educational institution already providing in-person
before the state order took effect may
also continue doing so.
PUSD “can, however, continue to
expand our small cohorts, and we
hope to do so in January,” at which
point Haglund said the board will
revisit the topic of reopening.
“With regards to the elementary
schools, we want to continue planning to begin hybrid learning after
the shelter-in-place expires and 14
days after entering the red tier. We do
not anticipate that will happen over
Christmas break,” Haglund added.
School principals have been

advised by a risk mitigation team
on health and safety and social distancing protocols in preparation for
reopening. The district’s school reopening task force has also weighed
in while staff finalizes site specific
logistics for cleaning, eating and food
service, as well as fully remote and
hybrid teaching assignments.
PUSD is also finalizing assigned
student cohorts that will receive onsite instruction on specific designated days of the week. Families who
wish to continue remote learning will
still have the option.
When students return will be affected by several factors, including
COVID-19 data trends (PUSD said
the “Thanksgiving spike is just now
materializing”), the county’s tier status and the state shelter orders that
will remain in place until after winter
break, the availability of substitute
teachers, the state of labor union
negotiations, and the availability of
testing and vaccinations. Q

vaccinated the process will move on
to Phase 2, which includes essential
and critical infrastructure workers,
older adults, people with underlying
health conditions that cause higher
risk of severe illness, and people
in jail or prison or people living in
other congregate settings.
Phase 3 includes children and
young adults (as of Tuesday residents under the age of 16 will not
receive the vaccines) as well as residents working in lower-risk settings.
The final Phase 4 will be administered to any remaining individuals
who were not included the first three
phases.
While the vaccine will undoubtedly give hope to many throughout the region, Alameda County
Health Officer Dr. Nicholas Moss has
stressed the importance of continuing social distancing policies and
wearing a mask whenever leaving
the home. The county is still amid
the worst part of the pandemic and
county officials say that at the moment available vaccines are extremely limited.
“Vaccines are the light at the end of
the tunnel, but we must continue to
keep each other safe during the rollout,” Moss said. “We are amid the

worst surge of this pandemic. If you
leave home for essential activities,
wear a mask, keep at least six feet of
distance from anyone you do not live
with and please do not gather.”
While vaccination will not be
mandatory, according to county officials, it severely reduces the chance
of significant illness and even death
related to COVID-19. To achieve
the full benefit of the vaccine, broad
participation from the community
will be needed and to reach that end
the county has launched a program
to educate the community and coordinate distribution, they said.
To help build trust and keep the
community accurately informed,
the county’s first step “COVID19 vaccine planning and logistics
infrastructure” plan includes ensuring equitable distribution with the
support of a “Community Advisory
Group,” officials said.
Next steps include partnering
with pharmacies and clinics to ensure broad access throughout the
county, and then working with the
state to identify the best communitybased points of distribution.
Residents can visit covid-19.
acgov.org/vaccines for the most updated information. Q

FLAG

She added that free speech and
free thought and expression in
Livermore are now subject to the
“thought police,” followed by references to the working group’s Nov.
17 meeting notes.
The topic was not an agendized
item Monday, so council members said they could not address
the issue at length because of
Brown Act provisions; however,
they acknowledged some concerns
brought up in the public comments
in an effort to halt the spread of
misinformation.
Woerner did try to address the
issue in the council meeting, saying that he was “saddened by how
things have been interpreted.”
“We do have the Brown Act and
so, the council can’t get into this
topic now, but I want to say that I
know I have — and I’m very sure
everybody on the council has —
heard the uproar. And I think that
what we need to do is put this on
a future council meeting agenda
very quickly so that the community can see for themselves what
the council actually says for themselves rather than what’s being
spun out there in social media as
to what we think.” Q
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Continued from Page 6

of the poorest attempts at exploring the state of inclusivity in our
community that I could have ever
conceived. What a waste of time,
money, effort and focus, especially
considering the examples of noninclusive symbols explored during
the brainstorming session.”
Jackie Faith echoed similar sentiments, referring to the Equity
and Inclusion Subcommittee as
the “committee of inequity and
outcasts.”
“Too many people, especially
our youth, don’t even have a
clue as to what it is to live under
a totalitarian regime; however,
in the last few days we’ve been
given a taste of what it is like
when we were notified that our
city council and its newest committee has an agenda of creating
an environment of division by
their desire to identify symbols,
artwork, objects, artifacts, etc.
in Livermore that represent and
signify systemic racism as well as
symbols, etc. that signify equity
and inclusion, according to their
opinions,” Faith said.

Community Pulse
POLICE BULLETIN

PPD

Joining the Pleasanton Police Department recently were (from left) dispatcher
Audra Curtis and Officer Imanti Hiller-Bateau.

Pleasanton PD
welcomes new staff
members
Officer Imani Hiller-Bateau and
dispatcher Audra Curtis are the
newest first responders to join the
Pleasanton Police Department.
The pair were officially sworn in
at a recent ceremony, wearing face
masks with their uniforms.
Hiller-Bateau, a Berkeley native,
graduated from Berkeley High
School and developed an interest
in law enforcement while studying
criminal justice at Merritt College. Before becoming an Oakland

Police Department officer in 2018,
Hiller-Bateau also worked as a police cadet.
Born and raised in Arkansas,
Curtis started her law enforcement career “when she experienced firsthand the care and
consideration from dispatchers,”
PPD officials said. Prior to coming on board with the PPD, Curtis
worked at the Stanford Health
Care-ValleyCare emergency room.

In other news
• The Alameda County Sheriff’s Office told of the exploits of
an arrestee who allegedly stole a

department golf cart from Santa
Rita Jail in Dublin for a joy ride
down the road Monday, dubbing
him the “golf cart bandit” on social
media.
The man, whose name was not
released, was let out of the jail
around 8 a.m. Monday, hours after
being cited on suspicion of drug
possession, according to the sheriff’s office.
Instead of just walking down
to the nearby BART station like
many released inmates do, the
man allegedly decided to steal
a jail grounds keeper’s golf cart
with attached trailer and gardening tools. The cart was locked with
no key in the ignition at the time,
authorities said.
The golf cart was found abandoned at a nearby shopping center, from which the man allegedly
walked away toward the BART station. Sheriff’s investigators caught
up with him later in the day and
detained him for the golf cart
theft.
“We gave him a ride back to
Santa Rita Jail in a police car. The
cart was recovered. He will likely
be released again due to the new
bail schedule,” officials said.
“Some people are blaming us for
this incident and saying it wasn’t
his fault he stole the cart. That we
created the opportunity for him
to steal. That just doesn’t make

POLICE REPORT
The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available.

Dec. 12
Theft
Q 7:20 a.m., 5300 block of Pleasant Hill
Road; auto theft
Q 8:46 a.m., 4600 block of Ithaca Way;
auto theft
Q 2:03 p.m., 1300 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting
Q 3:20 p.m., 5500 block of Baldwin
Way; theft from auto
Q 4:35 p.m. on the 5100 block of
Muirwood Drive
Drug violation
Q 7:23 a.m. on the 5100 block of
Hopyard Road
Q 12:22 p.m. on the 6700 block of
Santa Rita Road

Dec. 11
Burglary
Q 7:05 p.m. on the 1100 block of Blanc
Court
Q 8:36 p.m. on the 2200 block of
Oakland Avenue
Warrant arrest
Q 10:20 p.m. on the 5200 block of
Hopyard Road

Dec. 10
Burglary
Q 10:04 a.m. on the 1100 block of
Santa Rita Road
Vandalism
Q 10:37 a.m. on the 400 block of Los
Rios Court
Theft
Q 10:55 a.m. on the 7600 block of Olive
Drive

Fraud
Q 11:27 a.m. on the 3800 block of
Vineyard Avenue
Q 4:13 p.m. on the 000 block of Happy
Valley Road

Dec. 9
Burglary
Q 5:47 a.m. on the 200 block of Main
Street
Q 6:33 a.m. on the 4600 block of
Chabot Drive
Vehicle tampering
Q 7:34 a.m. on the 5500 block of
Johnson Drive
Theft
Q 11:07 a.m. on the 1900 block of
Fiorio Circle
Q 1:21 p.m., 2000 block of Raven Road;
auto theft
Q 2:03 p.m., 6400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; auto theft
Q 5:12 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting
Q 5:45 p.m., 1500 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting
Q 8:33 p.m., 1300 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting
Q 9:17 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting
Warrant arrest
Q 11:40 a.m. on the 31900 block of
Dyer Street
Fraud
Q 4:40 p.m. on the 1400 block of Calle
Enrique

Dec. 8
Drug violation
Q 1:33 p.m. on the 11900 block of
Dublin Canyon Road

sense,” they added.
• The sheriff’s office recently
marked the somber anniversaries
of two cold-case homicides that
occurred almost exactly one decade apart in the Tri-Valley, shining a spotlight on the long-unsolved cases while also making a
renewed call for new information
to help them solve the murders.
Dec. 2 was 37
years to the day
since 14-yearold Kellie Jean
Poppleton was
found
dead
on the side of
Kilkare Road in
Sunol.
Kellie Jean
A student at
Poppleton
Conrad
Noll
School in Fremont, Poppleton was
last seen alive on the corner of
Darwin Drive and Fremont Boulevard, sheriff’s officials said on
social media this month. Her body
was discovered in Sunol on Dec. 2,
1983.
Witnesses reported seeing a
black Pontiac Trans Am near the
scene prior to the teen’s body
being found, investigators said.
Poppleton’s death has remained
unsolved over the decades.
Sheriff’s officials often acknowledge cold-case homicide

anniversaries through posts on
social media, along with the message, “Our victims are never forgotten.” They released a photo of
Poppleton as part of their post.
The department also highlighted
that Dec. 3 marked the 47th anniversary of the unsolved double
murder of Michael Marie Shane
and Kathy Sue Pethel, whose bodies were discovered on the west
side of Fallon Road north of Interstate 580 in Dublin.
Friends said both women were
planning to hitchhike to the Los
Angeles area on Dec. 3, 1973 for
a custody hearing, according to
the sheriff’s office. The pair were
last seen alive in San Francisco
between 12:30-2 a.m. that morning, walking on Oak Street toward
Ashbury Street, a major hitchhiking corner in the city.
Their bodies were found in
Dublin later that day. Shane was
30; Pethel was 27.
Anyone with pertinent information about either case can contact
the sheriff’s Cold Case Homicide
Unit at 510-667-3661 or the anonymous tip line at 510-667-3622.
Reference case No. 73S-3974 for
the Shane/Pethel homicides. Reference case No. 83-13639 for the
Poppleton homicide. Q
—Jeremy Walsh and Julia Baum

Glenda Marie Beratlis
November 22, 1933 – December 14, 2020

Warrant arrest
Q 4:05 p.m. on the 500 block of
Boulder Court
Shoplifting
Q 6:43 p.m. on the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Dec. 7
Vandalism
Q 7:24 a.m. on the 000 block of
California Avenue
Q 6:51 p.m. on the 1600 block of
Greenwood Drive
Q 8:38 p.m. on the 1600 block of
Greenwood Drive
Shoplifting
Q 4:15 p.m. on the 1500 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
DUI
Q 11:30 p.m. on Owens and Chabot
drives

Dec. 6
Criminal threats
Q 9:26 a.m. on the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive
Drug violation
Q 11:51 a.m. on the 000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
Q 4:30 p.m. on the 1000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
Theft
Q 4:32 p.m., 5500 block of Baldwin
Way; theft from auto
Q 6:00 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting
Assault/battery
Q 8:09 p.m. on the 5500 block of West
Las Positas Boulevard
Domestic battery
Q 8:09 p.m. on Blackbird Way

Glenda Marie Beratlis passed away
peacefully at her home in Pleasanton,
CA on Monday, December 14th with
her family at her side. Glenda was born
on November 22, 1933 to Leonard
and Lorena Mills (McReynolds) in
Chickasha, Oklahoma. From there the
family moved to Texas. In the 1940’s
the family came out to California for
a vacation to visit family that lived in
the town of Sunol. Glenda’s father liked
the area so much he ended up buying a
house in Sunol and they never returned
to Texas.
Glenda went to Sunol Glen Elementary School and then
graduated from Amador Valley High School in Pleasanton, in
1951. Glenda worked at the Lawrence Livermore Lab for a few
years until she met her husband Chris Beratlis through mutual
friends. They got married in 1965. They worked together in the
family business in Pleasanton. They had two sons, Christopher
and David and lived in Pleasanton for over 50 years. Glenda
enjoyed sewing, lunch with her friends, and helping to care for
the sheep on their ranch in Pleasanton. Her greatest joy was being
a mother and grandmother.
Glenda was preceded in death by her husband Chris and
her youngest son David, as well as her brother, Don. Glenda is
survived by her son, Christopher, daughter-in-law, Erika and
her two grandchildren, Jayme and Jared. She is also survived by
her brother, Randy Mills and sister-in-law, Sarah Mills of Sunol
and her sister-in-law Dorothy Mills of Arizona. She also leaves
behind many cousins and nieces and nephews. She will be greatly
missed by her family and friends.
Visitation will be between 2-6pm Monday, December 21,
at Graham-Hitch Mortuary, 4167 First St., Pleasanton. Burial
will be at the Pleasanton Pioneer Cemetery, 5780 Sunol Blvd,
Pleasanton at 11am on December 22.
PAID

OBITUARY
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Piscotty family, Livermore Lab
Foundation partner on ambitious
goals of ALS Cure Project
BY RYAN J. DEGAN

Before Pleasanton’s Gretchen Piscotty died in 2018 after battling ALS,
her husband Mike and their three
sons promised her that they would
work together to help find a cure for
the infamously aggressive disease.
To help keep that vow, soon after
Gretchen’s passing Mike Piscotty
and sons Stephen, Nick and Austin
launched the ALS Cure Project —
and recently their nonprofit has
been working with the Livermore
Lab Foundation on key research
for potential treatments for the
commonly known but sparsely understood medical condition.
“My really honest feeling is that
we will be curing ALS in the not
too distant future. I would be terribly disappointed if it weren’t in
10 years, but I hope it is going to
be less,” Mike Piscotty told the
Weekly in a recent interview about
their new nonprofit’s work with lab
researchers.

Oakland A’s outfielder Stephen Piscotty has dedicated himself to finding a cure for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
since his late mother Gretchen’s diagnosis. For the 2020 season, the A’s created an ALS Cure Project Foul Ball
Cutout Zone at the Oakland Coliseum to help raise funds to support the cause. Photo courtesy Oakland A’s.

“This is a good example of a
local family who took tragedy and
is paying it forward. And when you
see that kind of unbridled commitment to a cause as volunteers
doing it because it is the right thing
to do, it’s easy to get behind the
people who are trying to make a
difference,” added Susan Houghton, communications and development consultant for the Livermore
Lab Foundation, a philanthropic
organization associated with Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL).
Officially termed amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (and more commonly
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, after
the New York Yankees first baseman
famously diagnosed with the disease
in 1938), ALS is a fatal disease that
attacks the neuromuscular system of
the body, slowly and systematically
rendering the person paralyzed and
unable to breathe.

LARRY RICKSEN/OAKLAND A’S

A’s fan Corey Reich meets Pleasanton native Stephen Piscotty during the A’s
ALS Awareness Day in 2018.
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A relatively rare disease, approximately 6,000 people get diagnosed
with the disease in the United
States every year and around
18,000 people have it at any one
point in time, according to the ALS
Cure Project.
Despite being a very well-known
disease in society, a cure currently
does not exist and few treatments
are available for the disease. No
new ALS drugs have been made in
over 22 years, since Relizolein in
1995, and patients have an average
lifespan of only three to five years,
according to the ALS Cure Project.
Further highlighting the long
road ahead for finding a cure, Mike
Piscotty added that currently there
isn’t even an effective method for
identifying if a patient has the
disease. Since a direct test doesn’t
exist, patients need to rule out a
whole host of other potential illnesses before being diagnosed with
ALS.
“The piece I’ve learned about the
sad state of affairs is just knowing
anything about this disease,” Mike
told the Weekly. “There’s no test for
it ... So that makes it really hard
for drug companies to know if any
of their treatments are working. In
some folks it may take them 12
years before they pass, and some
will go as fast as Gretchen did.”
Gretchen, a longtime active
Pleasanton resident and popular
attendance secretary at Foothill
High School, passed away just over
a year after being diagnosed with
ALS. Her experience living with the
disease gained a national spotlight
after son Stephen, a Major League
Baseball outfielder, was traded to
the Oakland Athletics, allowing
him closer to his ailing mother.
While some patients can live for
several years or longer after being
diagnosed with ALS, Gretchen died
after approximately 16 months, on
May 6, 2018, according to Mike.
She was 55.
“We don’t know why the disease
progresses, and once it starts what

makes it keep going. What starts it,
we don’t know,” Mike said. “And
when you think about all of the
advances we’ve had in medicine
... to be at this point right now is
sad, and something we decided we
wanted to work toward.”
To reach the ambitious goal of
finding a cure for the disease in
the next decade, the Piscottys’ ALS
Cure Project has dedicated itself to
raising funds for ALS research, with
every dollar raised from fundraising events and private donations
going directly toward combating
the disease.
In order to identify where funds
could best be allocated, the project
created a research council populated by experts who identify areas
of focus and organizations that can
accept funds for ALS research.
One such organization that the
project has worked closely with
is the Livermore Lab Foundation,
which has helped dedicate LLNL’s
resources to helping find a cure for
ALS.
“We are fortunate to have committed scientists, researchers and

engineers, many of whom are our
friends and neighbors, dedicated
to tackling society’s most important
issues. Their work on COVID-19
this year alone has addressed needs
in medical countermeasures, detection and infrastructure. And now,
they are tackling ALS,” said former
Livermore mayor Cathie Brown,
whose husband died from ALS in
August.
“This rare disease strikes approximately 20,000 individuals each
year, including my (husband) Tom.
And unfortunately, it gets little research attention,” Brown added.
Funding provided by the ALS
Cure Project helps the lab take a
multi-modal computational studies and physics-based approach to
researching the disease, with the
first steps being to identify biomarkers — specific indicators used
to measure a disease or condition
— and to understand the influence
of genetics in the disease.
That will ideally lead to a cure or
additional treatment options.
“What we really feel is that if
we can identify biomarkers, if we

ALS CURE PROJECT

Gretchen Piscotty, a longtime Pleasanton resident and retired Foothill High
secretary, died on May 6, 2018, about 16 months after she was diagnosed
with ALS.
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By partnering with the Livermore Lab Foundation, the ALS Cure Project has been able to utilize the facilities and
extensive knowledge found at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.

can understand the disease mechanisms and we can hand those to
the drug and pharma companies
that create therapies, that they are
going to be able to go very fast once
we do that initial research work.
That’s what’s been very challenging
in ALS, is to get people to fund the
basic research,” Mike said.
The Piscotty family has deep ties
to the lab; Mike has worked for
years at LLNL as a computer scientist/associate program leader, and
Gretchen was an employee there at
one time as well.
The lab’s facilities and capabilities will also aid the search for a
cure, according to Mike, who said
the lab’s $400 million supercomputer has helped advance the cause
in a way that otherwise may not be
possible.
“It’s a rewarding experience to
make some progress, and obviously you can see how passionate
and fired up my dad is about this.
It’s been an honor to help do all
that I can to keep fighting,” said
Stephen, who serves as the ALS
Cure Project’s vice president. “I
think one thing that has been really
cool is to see the community come
around our mission and I think a
lot of people have caught on to that
maybe we are onto something.”
“We are grateful to be partnering with Mike Piscotty to take on
this grand ALS challenge,” added
Sally Allen, executive director of the
Livermore Lab Foundation. “The
search for biomarkers is critical to

an effective path forward. LLNL’s exceptional computational capabilities
and physics-based modeling will
provide an important foundation
and hopefully, the road to a cure.”
To promote collaboration in the
search for a cure, in October the
Lab Foundation partnered with the
ALS Cure Project to co-host a fourpart series of virtual sessions with
ALS research leaders from across
the world to address key milestones and craft an “ALS Roadmap
to the Cure.”
“We really addressed some of
what are the key areas that we felt
where research needed to be applied,” Mike said of the gathering.
“So we created what we call ‘ALS
Roadmap to a Cure,’ and along this
one-page diagram it has the various milestones that these folks felt
needed to occur in order to get to a
cure.”
The group has also not been
shy about leveraging Stephen’s “celebrity status,” as Mike puts it,
using Stephen’s connections to
the Oakland A’s and Major League
Baseball to help generate funds
for research through fundraising
drives and charity events like golf
tournaments.
The Piscottys have even at times
partnered with the A’s on several
fundraising and awareness events.
“We’ve enjoyed a wonderful partnership with the ALS Cure Project.
It’s been incredible to see our team
and our entire fanbase rally together to find a cure for ALS in honor of

ALS CURE PROJECT

Family Little League photo. The love of baseball started early for the Piscotty
boys. From left: Gretchen, Austin, Nick, Mike and Stephen.

Gretchen Piscotty, Catfish Hunter
and all of the members of the A’s
family who have been impacted by
this horrible disease,” Oakland A’s
President Dave Kaval said.
“From our ALS Awareness Days
at the Coliseum, to creating a special fundraising section of cutouts
at the ballpark in 2020, we have
been proud to support the Piscotty
family and their work to raise funds
for ALS research,” he added.
Throughout his efforts with
the ALS Cure Project, Mike said
the work can be challenging and
emotionally exhausting due to the
ultimately fatal nature of the disease. However, he believes that the
campaign helps give people hope,
which is one of the key objectives
of the organization.
“It’s challenging to serve a community really that, I hate this term
but people use it all the time, they
say, ‘When you get ALS you have
a death sentence.’ You don’t know
when it is going to be or how long
it is going to go, but there is no cure
so you’re working with a basically
terminally ill community. (But) it’s
a blessing to be able to try to work
with them and provide hope. We
feel a lot of what our organization
does is bring hope,” Mike said.

ALS CURE PROJECT

From left: Mike, Gretchen and Stephen Piscotty. The Piscottys say Gretchen
continues to inspire their ambitious goals for the ALS Cure Project.

Gretchen’s legacy continues to
inspire the Piscotty family. Even in
her final days, Gretchen was eager
to hear from people about how they
were doing and what they were up
to, a lifelong trait that endeared her
to many, according to her husband.
“One of (Gretchen’s) interesting
attributes was that she just loved to
have a conversation, and she had
so many friends ... people would
talk about her she would always
ask ‘how are you doing? Tell me
about you.’ That really made it nice
for everyone who communicated
with her,” Mike said.
“We were quite the handful and

she (raised us) seamlessly, getting
us to practices and school and all
these sorts of things you know. She
loved being outdoors, horseback
riding was one of her favorite things
and she was just very supportive of
all of our activities. Whether it was
baseball or basketball or anything.
Really hammered home the importance of school,” Stephen added.
“She was just all around everything
you could ask for as a mom, and
we miss her greatly.”
Learn more about the ALS Cure
Project, including future events and
fundraising opportunities, online at
https://alscure.net/. Q

ALS CURE PROJECT

The grown Piscotty boys have all taken part in the fight to find a cure, with each son being a founding member of the
ALS Cure Project.
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CREATIVE GIFT GIVING

Be free of

the screen

Holiday gift ideas for kids that get them away from the computer
BY GINA CHANNELL

‘Imagination’ toys

Parents used to limit their child’s
“screen time,” but things are different this year with so many parents
working from home and children
learning remotely. Now it’s just the
opposite with “x” number of hours
a day mandated by their education.
Some parents, especially those
with school-aged children, have
difficulty remembering what their
offspring look like without the
glow of a computer screen. Even
preschoolers get their fair share of
screen time. (How about the “Baby
Shark” YouTube video one more
time?!)
Here are a few ideas for gifts that
will get the kids away from the
screen — and maybe even (gasp!)
outside.

Dolls and dollhouses, action figures, costumes and other toys that
don’t have a pre-existing storyline (like video games) encourage
creativity.
When today’s parents were children, Barbie’s Dream House and
Transformers were a hit. Now, instead of a Dream House, children
can play “Food Truck” with the Li’l
Woodzeez Honeysuckle Sweets &
Treats Food Truck, a miniature version of the real thing that includes
tiny versions of food-truck favs like
pizza slices, french fries and ice
cream as well as utensils and trays.
The new version of what RV
Barbie and Ken used to have in the
‘80s is the Li’l Woodzeez Camper,
complete with the car and hitch,

We buy gold, silver
& platinum jewelry

We buy &
sell gold and
silver coins

High end
watches, coins
& diamonds
FREE quotes • A+ Rating with BBB

SILVER & GOLD

EXCHANGE
4211-3B Rosewood Drive, Pleasanton
925.463.2274

www.silverandgoldc4g.com
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for stuffed woodland creatures to
use on their adventures.
There are many updated versions
of building toys. Legos and blocks
are still awesome, but now kids
can build with magnetic pieces.
Magna-Tiles are brightly colored
tile magnets that let kids as young
as 3 to build houses, cars, or whatever they want. With Marble Genius kits, children can build marble
runs and mazes and even marble
launches.

Physical activity
In the non-quarantine world,
kids play team sports. New ideas
are needed to keep kids active and
away from the screen, and some
of them can double for P.E. class
during remote learning. There are
really unique, inexpensive “oneplayer” toys available to get kids (of
all ages) moving.
“Smart” fitness balls, like the
smart basketballs, soccer and medicine balls by Dribble Up, offer
gamification to improve ball-handling skills at home — inside or
out. A virtual coach instructs how
to do the drills and where to hit
the onscreen targets. This helps
build muscle memory and maintain accuracy.
Reflex Ball or boxing ball is a
gadget with one or two soft balls
attached to a headband by elastic strings. The wearer punches
the ball, and the harder the ball
is hit the faster it comes back. It
helps improve reaction time, agility,
speed and hand-eye coordination,
and burns a lot of calories.
For more than one player or
the whole family, Spike Ball is all
the rage this year after making it
big on the television show “Shark
Tank.” The outdoor game has players smacking a ball onto a circular
trampoline trying to keep the opposing player or players from returning it. And it has LED lights so
the spiking can continue after the
sun goes down.

GETTY IMAGES

Unlike video games, toys that don’t offer a ready-made storyline encourage
creativity.

COURTESY OF DRIBBLE UP

‘Smart’ basketballs, soccer and medicine balls use gamification to improve
skill and fitness.

Games
For indoor fun there are, of
course, the traditional games
like Candyland, Monopoly and
popular Cards Against Humanity
and Exploding Kittens. For those
ready for something new, a couple recently introduced games
might be of interest.
Throw Throw Burrito is being
touted by the creators as “the
world’s first dodgeball card
game.”
Players try to collect matching
sets of cards faster than opponents while ducking, dodging
and flinging squishy — and cute
— burritos. Points are earned by

GETTY IMAGES

Traditional games like Connect Four, Candyland and Monopoly are a great
way to spend time with family members away from a screen.

collecting sets and lost by getting
hit by a flying burrito.
Bounce Off is a family-friendly
version of beer pong (without
the beer). Balls are bounced
into a form to recreate a pattern
shown on a card.
Pandemic has players as skilled
members of a disease fighting
team working together to keep
the world safe from outbreaks

and epidemics while gathering
resources for cures. (This might
hit a little too close to home.)
Yes, the long-awaited video
game CyberPunk just dropped
and Hitman 3 is on the horizon — and they are probably on
many wish lists. But encouraging the kids to come out from
behind the screen is as easy as
finding “real world” fun. Q

2020-2021 Holiday Fund Donors
As of December 1, 189 donors have contributed $42,402
to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.
25 Anonymous ..............................................$7,480
Rich & Gloria Fredette ........................................... **
Jim & Elaine Keysor .............................................300
Alan & Julia Casamajor........................................100
Bobby Jensen ......................................................300
Bruce & Cindy Yamamoto ...................................100
Dean Buchenauer.................................................. **
Donna & Jim Zarrillo .............................................. **
Norm & Joyce Pacheco .......................................... **
Austin & Xu ......................................................2,000
Bob & Marianne Eisberg........................................ **
Ken & Barbara McDonald ..................................... **
Robert Russman ..................................................100
Ran & Pat Costello................................................. **

Shake Sulikyan ...................................................... **
Marvin Rensink...................................................... **
Victor Wheatman ................................................100
Sonal & Ajay Shah ................................................. **
Eric & Lainie Krieger ............................................500
Chuck & Mary Shoemaker .................................... **
Vincent & Sarah Ciccarello .................................... **
Kathy & Jeff Narum .............................................100
Chuck & Debra Uhler ..........................................125
Alica Desrosiers ...................................................100
Carmen Merritt ..................................................... **
Glenda Beratlis .................................................1,000
Greg Landrum .................................................. 500
Pete & Julie Mason ............................................. **

Please consider donating online, which enables your gift to be
processed immediately. The secure website is:
siliconvalleycf.org/PleasantonWeeklyHolidayFund
Enclosed is a check for $___________
Name: ____________________________________________________
Business Name: ______________________________________________
(Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Address: ___________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________ / __________ / _____________
Email: _____________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________
I wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):
T In my name as shown above

T In the name of business above
– OR –
T In honor of: T In memory of: T As a gift for:

___________________________________________________________
(Name of Person)
The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this fund allows your donation
to be tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless
the boxes below are checked.
T I wish to contribute anonymously.
T Please withhold the amount of my contribution.
Make checks payable to Silicon Valley Community Foundation and send to:
05 – Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145-0389

In partnership with:

Rony & Lonnie Shaw ........................................ 100
Donna Johnson ................................................ 100
John & Noel Wilson .......................................... 100
John & Barbara Severini.................................... 200
Kevin & Cindy Powers ........................................ **
The Markel Ohana ........................................... 350
Barry Jolette ..................................................... 100
David Clausen .................................................. 250
Teri Bush............................................................. 50
Susan Mirabelli ................................................... 25
Julia Murtagh ................................................... 500
Andy & Valerie Poryes ...................................... 250
Lori James Rice ................................................... **
Gemma Herbert ............................................... 100
The Cohen Family............................................. 500
Jeffrey Fugate ................................................... 100
Christopher Scott ............................................... 50
Christina Amber ................................................. 50
Christina Nystrom Mantha ................................. **
John Parker ...................................................... 200
The Lombardi Family .......................................... **
Robert Green...................................................... 50
Susan Evans...................................................... 100
John Stephens .................................................. 100
Peter Bedegi ..................................................... 400
Frank & Muriel Capilla ........................................ **
Herbert & Stella Chang ...................................... **
Al & Anna Lipski ................................................. **
Cindy & Bob Gee.............................................. 100
Joe & Sue Silva ................................................... **
Garrett Holmes & Angela Ramirez Holmes ....... 100
Jeff & Jeri Oh ...................................................... **
Kevin & Sandra Ryan ........................................ 100
Sue Compton ................................................... 250
Rebecca Dennis ................................................ 100
Madhusudan Vishwanath ................................ 100
Jill Buck ............................................................ 200
William Lincoln ................................................. 100
Sandy Nunn ..................................................... 100
Michele VerKuilen ............................................ 250
Shelley Bugler ................................................... 200
Jerry & Judy Gagne........................................... 100
R. Csencsits & M. Kundmann ........................... 200
Hermann Family ............................................... 300
Harold & Rozann Densmore ............................... **
Chris & Erika Beratlis .......................................... **
Kathi & Phillip Vermont .................................... 100
Bob & Joyce Shapiro ......................................... 100
Bor-Ruey Fu & Lien-Chi Yu.................................. **
Chris & Linda Coleman..................................... 500
Mark & Mary Anne Lewis ................................... **
Kay Fogarty ...................................................... 200
Banahan Family ................................................ 500
Randy & Emily Yim ........................................... 200
Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba .......................................... 500
Frank Geasa ..................................................... 200
Mary Claire Sites............................................... 100
Betty Kirvan ...................................................... 100
Michelle Suski..................................................... **
Dave Cryer ....................................................... 100
Rick & Dawn Marie Barraza .............................. 250
Lou & Susan Astbury ........................................ 100
Nanda & Sangeeta Gottiparthy .......................... **
Mike & Christie Underwood ............................. 100
Lynn Dantzker .................................................. 250
Art & Joan Tenbrink ............................................ 35
Ellen & Steve Shiromizu ...................................... **
Noel & Don Anger.............................................. **
Roger & Laura Miller........................................... 50
Helmuth Meissner .............................................. **
William Haynes.............................................. 1,000
Diane Wardin ..................................................... 25
Joe & Janet Cristiano .......................................... **
Sarah Loduha ..................................................... **
Jan & Jeb Bing .................................................. 100
Kristine Gross ................................................... 100
Liz Kerton ......................................................... 250
Bernie & Michael Billen....................................... **
Steven Ethier ...................................................... **

Curtis Lum.......................................................... 75
Thomas Fox ...................................................... 200
Marjorie York ................................................... 250
Kathleen Reinig ................................................ 100
Richard Alexander ............................................ 800
Xiaoli & Tim Yu................................................. 200
Kay King........................................................... 200

IN MEMORY OF
Janet Reichlin, from Mike, Lori &
Michael Reichlin......................................................200
Gam & Papa Abbot, from the Casey Family ............**
Robert Himsl, from Charlotte Himsl .......................200
Richard Del Tredici, from Judith Del Tredici.............100
Coach Tony Costello, from Michael &
Cheryl Costello .........................................................**
Beloved Xiaofan Han, from Xiaojun Mo’s Family .....**
Hank Gomez, Robert & Donna Williams,
from Frank Gomez and Maureen Nokes ...............200
Carl W. Pretzel, from Marilyn Pretzel........................**
Betty Patrick, from Charles & Joan Brown .............100
Woody Pereira, from Slivia & Family.......................200
Lynne & Liane Pruiksma, from C. Heller ...................**
Dr. Gerald L. Severin, from Charlotte W. Severin ...100
Rick Aguiar & George Fargis, Jr,.
from Nancy Aguiar Fargis.......................................100
Steve DeCoite, from Frank & Muriel Capilla ............**
Brenda Lathlean Faggiano, from Ellen &
Bill Lathlean ............................................................150
Karl K. Witze ............................................................**
Bert Brook, from Dee Brook...................................200
June & Harry Pantages .............................................**
Too many to list. In my heart and prayers, from
Howard Merrill .......................................................100
Tracy, from Vernon Cink ...........................................**
Elizabeth Ng, from Chris & Linda Coleman ........1,000
Erik Lemoine, from the Lemoine Family .................200
Jim Snodgrass, from Virginia Snodgrass ..................**
Robert C. Bush, from Arlene Bush .........................100
Bob Grifﬁtts, from Sharon Morrison ........................50
Bill & Alice Marsh, from Bill & Audrey Sears.............**
Betty Dawson, from Dan Dawson ...........................**
Sarah Anne Lees, from Donald & Judy Person.......200
Charles Soule, from Dorothy Soule ..........................**
Charles J. Sebahar & Charles J. Sebahar, Jr., from
Karen Sebahar ........................................................100
Lana Vigallon ............................................................**
Lee B. Young, from Marsha Young..........................**
Karen Milelli..............................................................**
Bob Williams.............................................................**
William C. “Bud” Lunde, from Louise Lunde ..........**
Margaret Hale & Helen Martin, from Dave &
Roz Gamble..............................................................**
Moms-Mary Britto & Lee Gagnon, from Carl &
Maggie Britto .........................................................100
Hathily P. Johnson & Marcus E. Peterson, from
Hathi Winston & Jerry Prettyman ...........................200
Grandpa Tom & Grandma Marge, from Jeff &
Nina ........................................................................150
Grandpa Ray & Grandma Terry, from Kevin &
Annie ......................................................................150

IN HONOR OF
Our “Fabulous” 5 Grandkids, from R&G Spicka . **
Our Loved Ones, from William Wayne Emery &
E. Anne Emery.................................................... **
Our granddaughters: Norah & Savannah Huff,
from Kay & Charles Huff .................................... **
Everyone hurting during Covid-19, from
Sue King-Irwin & Hank Irwin ............................ 100

AS A GIFT FOR
Our grandsons Benny & Teddy Threshie ............. **
Those in need this holiday season, from Mark &
LaRene Kidd ..................................................... 250

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS
Time 4 Order - Professional Organizing ............ 100
DeBernardi Develoment Construction &
Remodeling ........................................................ **
J.E. Moore Air Conditioning Inc........................ 500
Rita CPA ........................................................... 251
Fabulous Properties .......................................... 250
** Donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.
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Tri Valley Life

What’s happening around
the Valley in music, theater,
art, movies and more

Theater venues grappling
with shutdowns
Performance cancellations now expected to last more than a year
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

E

ntertainment venues have
been sadly empty for nine
months, Firehouse Arts Center and Bankhead Theater devoid of
live performances and patrons.
In March when everything shut
down, events were rescheduled —
then rescheduled again and yet again
as the virus continues its inexorable
sweep.
Livermore Valley Performing Arts
Center Executive Director Chris
Carter is currently once more pushing back the Bankhead performance
for flamenco guitarist Ottmar Liebert
who was to appear Feb. 24.
“People bought those tickets last
year, originally scheduled for the
summer, then it was moved to February,” Carter said.
He is rescheduling everything
planned through April 2021 at this
point and does not expect live performances to be back at full speed
before next fall.
The Bankhead Theater needs to
fill 60% of its seats to cover costs, he
said, so it makes sense to stay closed
until it can fully reopen.
“That doesn’t mean we can’t do
some things, like films. And we are
looking at local artists and some of
the renters and local companies —
the opera, the symphony,” Carter
explained. “So they might decide to
go ahead with something, and we
will totally support it.”
About 30%-40% of Bankhead performances are by local resident companies or promoters who rent the
venue. The rest are presented each
season by the LVPAC, which is an
independent nonprofit organization
that operates the Bankhead Theater
as well as the Bothwell Arts Center.
“In March we were staring at this
and saying, “Oh, my God, what are
we going to go?’” Carter remembered. “We had to tell 85% of the
staff they couldn’t come in, and those
remaining had to take a big pay cut.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Chris Carter, executive director of
Livermore Valley Performing Arts
Center, says everyone has been flexible
as events are reshuffled but he looks
forward to the empty seats in the
Bankhead Theater being filled again.

LVPAC has joined with a couple dozen other venues in Alameda
County that are independent, not
run by a large organization or a city,
to raise awareness of how tenuous
the times are for performing arts. The
city of Livermore owns the Bankhead building and leases it to LVPAC
but does not provide operational
funding.
“Hopefully county, state and federal relief will help us get through these
times,” Carter said. “Fortunately as a
nonprofit we can raise money or we
would be in very dire trouble.”
The Best of the Bankhead fundraiser held virtually in late November generated $200,000, Carter said.
This was not the highest amount ever
raised at the annual gala but, due
to lack of expenses, it netted more,
which will help defray the $2 million
lost from ticket sales this year.
“It’s just been really remarkable for
me to see the outpouring of support
from the community to help ensure
our survival,” Carter said. “I feel
confident we’re going to get through
this.”
Firehouse Arts Center, run by the
city of Pleasanton, also has undergone turmoil, said Tamara Whitney,

recreation manager for civic arts and
special events.
Whitney recalled the initial reaction in March when everything had
to be postponed for two weeks. All
city staff members are considered disaster service workers, she explained,
and the theater staff were quickly repositioned to fill new roles, including
helping at Open Heart Kitchen and
staffing child care sites.
“Our theater technicians are now
deployed into our operations team,
working in park services and maintenance,” Whitney said. “Some theater
staff are working in the library, helping to shelve books because that is
where the need is at the moment.”
With the Firehouse shuttered and
all live performances on hold, the
theater is partnering with some performers popular in Pleasanton with a
ticket-split, Whitney said.
“We’ve had great success with
groups that have played at the Firehouse before,” she said. “We Banjo
3 sold out in 2017, and we brought
them back for two shows in 2018.”
This year’s We Banjo 3 show will
be online at 8 p.m. tonight (Dec. 18);
for tickets, go to www.firehousearts.
org.
Instead of booking acts months in
advance, lead times can now be as
brief as four weeks, Whitney said,
and she suggested staying current by
checking the website and the Facebook page.
Some city programs have gone
virtual including the Creatures of
Impulse teen improv troupe, who
record from home.
“We are also looking to expand
into family programming,” Whitney
said. “It’s a unique time for families, finding something to do, staying
close and being safe in your own
home.”
The staff worked with TV30 to
produce this year’s online Hometown
Holiday Celebration with highlights
from past parades as well as this

JEREMY WALSH

Prominent signage alerts passersby to the closure of the Firehouse Arts Center,
which has been shut off to the public since the COVID-19 pandemic and
shelter orders arrived in March.

year’s tree lighting by Mayor Jerry
Thorne in front of Museum on Main.
It can be viewed at www.tri-valleytv.
org.
The Harrington Gallery inside the
Firehouse Arts Center has an online
exhibit, “Art in Place,” but is closed
to the public and staff, along with the
rest of the facility.
“We are in lockstep with the health
order,” Whitney said. “We want to
wait to open our space for staff and
for performers until it’s really safe to
do so.”
Carter has been impressed with
everyone’s understanding during this
difficult time.
“Everybody is really being flexible,” he said. “Nobody’s complained
or demanded anything. It’s actually
been a good experience in helping
us to bridge those connections with
performers and agents within the
industry.”
He noted that when he calls
agents, he often finds representation
has changed, some agencies have
closed and others have opened.
“It has been disruptive for the
whole industry — venues, artists,
agents,” he said. “The domino affect
has been pretty amazing.”
Prices are also fluctuating.
“I have been talking to some that

Author speaking to writers club
Talk will address using symbolism to add depth to work

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Author Linda C. McCabe in
Ferrara, Italy.

Author Linda C. McCabe will
explain how writers use symbolism and archetypes to add depth
to their work, in a Zoom meeting
of the Tri-Valley Branch of the California Writers Club at 2 p.m. this
Saturday (Dec. 19).
“The craft of writing a compelling narrative involves more than
just plotting and pacing,” McCabe
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said. “Using symbolism and understanding archetypes will add
complexity and resonance for your
readers.”
The talk will include descriptions of archetypes and how they
evoke unconscious emotional responses. McCabe will tell how a
well-chosen character name enriches a story’s meaning and how a

word’s symbolic significance adds
to a descriptive passage.
Email president@trivalleywriters.org, and pay at www.trivalleywriters.org. The cost is $5 for
members; $7 for nonmembers; and
$3 for students ages 14-22.
McCabe is the author of the
novel “Quest of the Warrior Maiden,” which was honored by the

‘Tickets to Thrive’
Livermore Valley Performing Arts
Center is holding an end-ofyear fundraising drive, asking
patrons to consider what they
spend on entertainment in a
year and donate that amount
to help defray the $2 million
the Bankhead Theater has lost
in ticket sales. Any donation of
$250 or more to the campaign
this month qualifies for a
$100 ticket certificate toward
“Bankhead Presents” shows.
For more information, visit
livermorearts.org.

have been out of my price range,
who now say, ‘Send me an offer,’” he
noted.
LVPAC has teamed for online performances this month with the band
Pink Martini and fiddlers Natalie
MacMaster and Donnell Leahy, who
are beloved by local audiences.
But both Carter and Whitney said
that although everyone has risen to
the occasion during these difficult
times, they are looking forward to
seeing patrons in the seats.
“I look forward to having everyone
join us in our space as soon as we
can,” Whitney said. “I really miss
everyone.” Q
Bay Area Independent Publishers
Association as Best Historical Fantasy and received an Honorable
Mention from the Hollywood Book
Festival.
She has a master’s degree as a
historian of science from Sonoma
State University and based her
“Fate of the Saracen Knight” on the
legends of Charlemagne. She loves
to travel for historical research and
has scoured museums in Paris and
trekked through medieval hilltop
villages in the Midi-Pyrenees. Q
—Dolores Fox Ciardelli
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he 2020 general election
was one for the books
— in so many ways,
a fitting reflection of the unexpected and unprecedented
nature of this year.
At the local level in the TriValley, the election results certified at the beginning of this
month brought a unique mix
of change and continuity, depending on where (and how)
you look ...
Four cities have new mayors.
That was totally expected (due
to incumbent term limits), as
was the fact each mayoral winner was an experienced council member. What was interesting is that the contests weren’t
particularly close in the end,
even the races where multiple
council members were facing
off. Karla Brown (Pleasanton),
Bob Woerner (Livermore), Melissa Hernandez (Dublin) and
Dave Hudson (San Ramon) all
won by comfortable margins.
Danville, which doesn’t have
a directly elected mayor, did
achieve two significant milestones: Senior Advisory Commissioner Dave Fong became
the first person of ChineseAmerican heritage and the first
person of color ever elected to
the Town Council, and councilmembers Newell Arnerich
and Renee Morgan retained
their seats to continue the
streak that no incumbent has
ever lost a re-election bid in
Danville.
All four Tri-Valley school
boards have at least one new

member after Nov. 3, including three districts with an incumbent losing — Greg Marvel (SRVUSD), Chuck Rogge
(LVJUSD) and Jamie Yee
(PUSD). Steve Maher (PUSD)
and Gabi Blackman (DUSD)
were the only incumbents to
win re-election.
Speaking of Blackman, she
had the most impressive victory, by margin, for any Tri-Valley candidate in a two-person
race: She retained her DUSD
Trustee Area 4 seat with a
whopping 71.85% of the vote.
New Councilwoman Sherry
Hu made history in Dublin by
receiving the most individual
votes (12,355) on record for
a Dublin City Council election. She separated herself, by
an astonishing amount, in a
crowded nine-candidate ballot for two council seats. In
fact, she nearly doubled the
vote total of the runner-up,
new Councilman Michael
McCorriston.
All four incumbent Democrats won re-election, quite
convincingly, to the state and
federal legislative positions
representing the Tri-Valley.
That probably didn’t come as
much of a surprise — unless
you listened to certain commenters on our Town Square
going into the election.
And a little insider’s insight:
Interacting with the two counties’ election offices, from a
press perspective, was like day
and night. The Contra Costa
County Elections Division,

led by Registrar of Voters Debi
Cooper and assistant registrar
Scott Konopasek, always responded quickly and engaged
with our reporters’ questions.
Alameda County Registrar of
Voters Tim Dupuis and his
office, not so much. Emails
and follow-ups were often
unanswered, as were voicemails — with just basic questions about the process or
code interpretations during
the general election cycle. A
noticeable, disappointing outlier among their very responsive peers in other county
departments.
Now some stats that stood
out:
72 votes. That was the margin of the closest election in
the Tri-Valley, San Ramon City
Council District 1. With the
lead going back and forth as
the tallies were updated, incumbent Scott Perkins ultimately won a fifth term with
4,687 votes to narrowly defeat
lone challenger Luz Gómez
(4,615).
50.09%. By the skin of its
teeth, Alameda County’s halfcent sales tax increase (Measure W) passed; 50.09% Yes
to 49.91% No. The tight contest saw Measure W’s Election
Night lead actually slip away
at one point in the following
days, but the Yes side regained
the advantage in the ensuing
days and never looked back.
Contra Costa County also had
a new half-cent sales tax on
its ballot, and it passed much

more easily — 58.45% Yes;
41.55% No.
0.41%. The difference in
percentage points between
ACFD’s $90 million fire facilities bond measure on the
November ballot (Measure X)
compared to when the identical proposal was on the primary ballot in March (Measure
D). But that made all the difference this second time around.
Measure X received 66.78%
support, narrowly above the
66.6667% threshold needed to
pass; in March, the $90 million
proposal failed with 66.37%
Yes (just 95 votes at the time).
But perhaps the most significant (and commendable) numbers of all: voter participation.
Contra Costa County reported
84.09% of registered voters
cast a ballot in the election;
Alameda County also posted
an impressive voter turnout at
81.28%. Both extraordinarily
high numbers. Citizen participation is crucial for an effective democracy. Well done,
Tri-Valley.
The changing of the guard
occurred for each city council and school board across
the Tri-Valley last week and
this, including oath-of-office
ceremonies for the Pleasanton
City Council and PUSD Board
of Trustees on Tuesday.
Congratulations to all of
the winners in the Tri-Valley, and we look forward to
watching your decision-making and public engagement
going forward. Q
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LETTERS
Tired, and now angry
I read with dismay in the Nov.
20 Weekly, Streetwise, asked
around town, section this comment by a college student: “I
don’t get what the fuss is about
... (I’m going) out with all my
good friends from high school
... plan to have a great ‘Friendsgiving’ together.”
I shuddered at the time what
sort of message this sent to
others, especially the youth,
and what would happen. Sure
enough, due to the parties many
had over Thanksgiving, we are
now in a severe lockdown due
to the rising caseload.

YOUR TURN
I’m over 65 and have been in
isolation since March because
COVID could kill us. The only
encounters we have (fully protected) is with the grocery store
employees and a rare takeout
meal. We are suffering from pandemic fatigue and can’t enjoy
what we did in the past, so the
parties are especially galling.
Our town’s businesses are suffering as a result of the lockdown, and our town is taking a
health and severe economic hit.
Pleasanton had this in hand at
one point with responsible people wearing masks and distancing. Many were able to enjoy

the accommodations our town
made to support restaurants and
other small businesses. Now
that’s gone.
I say to those who caused this
— you stupid, socially irresponsible, reprehensible, ignorantof-science, uncaring of those
at-risk, selfish people. The virus
does need to be taken seriously;
you’re only helping it spread,
causing suffering and killing
people.
And I thank health care workers, grocery employees, and
those who are trying hard to
keep our society functional.
—Mick Hanou

The Pleasanton Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or issues of local interest.
Submit letters to the editor of up to 250
words and guest opinion pieces up to 500
words with a short bio to editor@PleasantonWeekly.com. Include your name, address and
daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for
length, objectionable content, libel and factual
errors known to us. Anonymous letters will
generally not be accepted.
Submitting a letter to the editor or guest
opinion constitutes a granting of permission
to the Pleasanton Weekly and Embarcadero
Media to also publish it online, including in our
online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information contact Editor Jeremy
Walsh at (925) 600-0840.
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Calendar
Theater
BECOMING ELEANOR ROOSEVELT New
Deal Theater presents “Becoming
Eleanor Roosevelt,” portrayed by
three actors at different stages of
her life. Now through Dec. 19. Visit
newdealtheater.org.

Comedy
MAGIC AND COMEDY NIGHT Join Phil
and his guests for a night of family
fun in the comfort of home. One
low price gets you access on one

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNIT Y

device per household. It’s magic,
comedy and fun with a holiday
touch. 7 p.m., Dec. 19. Visit ackerlyentertainment.com.

Concerts
A CELTIC FAMILY CHRISTMAS
Featuring Natalie MacMaster,
Donnell Leahy and their talented
children in a lively performance
from their home in Nova Scotia
on fiddles, keyboard and drums,
accompanied by their tap dancing
feet. Dec.19. Visit livermorearts.org.

Director, Regulatory
Affairs CMC
Develop & lead regulatory
CMC strategy discussions.
Reqs: Bachelor’s in Life
Sciences, Biol, Health
Care Mgmt, or rel fld
or for deg equiv; & 8
yrs prog, post-bacc
exp. Position requires
up to 15% domestic
travel. FT position with
Gritstone Oncology, Inc.
in Pleasanton, CA. Send
resumes to: Gritstone
Oncology, Inc., Attn: Sara
Oakman, 4698 Willow
Road, Pleasanton, CA
94588.

Today’s news,
sports &
hot picks
Fresh news
delivered to your
inbox daily

GOOD RIDDANCE 2020 Pink Martini
brings some much-needed holiday
cheer right into your living room
this December with a brand new
streaming concert event, Good
Riddance 2020. Filmed in front of
the 35-foot Christmas tree at Pink
Martini’s World Headquarters in
Portland, Oregon, the show is filled
with Pink Martini fan favorites, as
well as holiday classics old and new.
Ring in the New Year with the whole
family. Dec. 31. Visit ourconcerts.
live.

O
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PET OF THE WEEK
Hi, I’m Jamie
I can be a little sensitive, but
once I get to know you and
enjoy some playtime, I will be
your loyal companion. I enjoy
the company of other dogs,
especially those who match
my playful energy. Help me
ﬁnd a home for the holidays.
Did I tell you my adoption
fee is waived?! Mention me,
Jamie the German Shepherd,
on your application at
eastbayspca.org.

Festivals
HANDMADE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Nearly two dozen artists from
throughout the Tri-Valley will offer
handmade and one-of-a-kind
gifts at the new Handmade for
the Holidays Online Art Fair this
season. Hosted by Livermore Valley
Performing Arts Center, the new
event will feature a wide range of art
works including fine art, ceramics,
jewelry, handmade greeting cards
and block print art. Now through
Dec. 24. Visit livermorearts.org/
online-gallery.

Holiday
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE Encore
Players of Livermore invites you to
travel virtually to Bedford Falls for
“It’s a Wonderful Life, A Live Radio
Play” based on the holiday classic

EAST BAY SPCA

movie released in 1946. The angel
Clarence is sent from Heaven to
show George Bailey, a desperate
man, what life would have been like
if he hadn’t been born. The cast of
17 actors play multiple roles and
do all the live sound effects. 7 p.m.,
Dec. 19. Visit encoreplayers.net.
HOLIDAY STORIES An intimate
evening of a classic holiday story
and songs from the comfort of
home. Livermore Shakespeare
Festival artists will lift your holiday
spirits with a reading adaptation
of The Chimes by Charles Dickens.
Dec. 18-20. Visit livermoreshakes.
org/holiday-with-swirl.

Sign up today at
PleasantonWeekly.com/
express

TECHNOLOGY
ServiceNow Inc is accepting resumes for the following
position in Pleasanton, CA: Senior Staff Software Engineer
(5145): Produce a high quality code on aggressive
deadlines. Design and implement comprehensive UI/
UX solutions by understanding customer problems,
product goals and technical requirements. Mail resume
to ServiceNow Inc, Attn: Global Mobility, 4810 Eastgate
Mall, San Diego, CA 92121. Resume must include job title,
job ref. #, full name, email & mailing address. No phone
calls. Must be legally authorized to work in U.S. without
sponsorship. EOE.

Multi Positions
Bio-Rad Laboratories, Inc. has openings in Pleasanton, CA
for the following positions (various types/levels):
• Marketing Manager. Define, bring to market and
position new products and/or workflows for the
translational research, biopharma drug discovery, CRO
and biopharma QC markets in line with overall business
strategy. #116.806
• Software Developer III. Architect complex business logic
and features to add to web-based applications from
concept to implementation. #116.869
To apply, mail resume to Bio-rad, Attn: S. Milam, Human
Resources, 245 Linus Pauling Drive, Suite F, Hercules, CA
94547. Must reference Job Code# listed above. EEO/AA
Employer/Veterans/Disabled/Race/Ethnicity/Gender/Age.

The Pleasanton Weekly offers advertising for Employment,
as well as Home and Business Services.
To learn more about these advertising options, please call
650.223.6597 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Page 18 • December 18, 2020 • Pleasanton Weekly

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
Salon 645
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574550
The following person doing business as:
Salon 645, 645 Main Street, Pleasanton,
CA 94566, County of Alameda, is hereby
registered by the following owner: Christine
Butler, 7897 Firebrand Drive, Dublin, CA
94568. This business is conducted by
Christine Butler, an Individual. Registrant
began transacting business under the
fictitious business name listed herein
September 1, 2020. Signature of Registrant:
Christine Butler, Individual. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk of Alameda
on November 17, 2020. (Pleasanton Weekly,
December 4, 11, 18, 25, 2020.)

Ashoka Indian Cuisine
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574754
The following person doing business as:
Ashoka Indian Cuisine, 3550 Stanley Blvd.,
Ste. 4, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of
Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Ashok Maan, 3111
Maguire Way, Apt. 409, Dublin, CA 94568.
This business is conducted by Ashok
Maan, an Individual. Registrant began
transacting business under the fictitious
business name listed herein October 8,
2010. Signature of
Registrant: Ashok Maan, Owner. This
statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on November 24, 2020.
(Pleasanton Weekly, December 18, 25,
January 1, 8, 2021.)

D.C. III’s Mobile RV Service
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574467
The following person doing business as:
D.C. III’s Mobile RV Service, 5973 Bryce
Canyon Court, Pleasanton, CA 94588,
County of Alameda, is hereby registered
by the following owner: Daniel C. Martin III,
5973 Bryce Canyon Court, Pleasanton, CA
94588. This business is conducted by Daniel
C. Martin III, an Individual. Registrant began
transacting business under the fictitious
business name listed herein September
1, 2020. Signature of Registrant: Daniel
C. Martin III, Owner/Service Manager.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on November 13, 2020.
(Pleasanton Weekly, December 4, 11, 18,
25, 2020.)

Hill Mortgage
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574903
The following person doing business
as: Hill Mortgage, 350 Main Street, Ste.
H., Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of
Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Scott Hill, 6966 Paseo
Santa Cruz, Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by Scott Hill, an
Individual. Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the fictitious
business name listed herein. Signature
of Registrant: Scott Hill, Broker/Owner.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on December 2, 2020.
(Pleasanton Weekly, Dec. 18, 25, Jan. 1,
8, 2021.)

The Pleasanton Weekly is adjudicated
to publish in Alameda County.
Public Hearing Notices Resolutions • Bid Notices • Lien Sale
Notices of Petition to Administer Estate • Trustee’s Sale
Deadline is Monday at noon.
Call Gina Channell at 925-600-0840 for assistance
with your legal advertising needs.

THE NUTCRACKER SUITE Diablo
Ballet presents an encore
presentation of Julia Adam’s The
Nutcracker Suite available for
viewing virtually. This whimsical
ballet captures the magic and
anticipation of the holidays that will
delight every member of the family.
Dec. 21-23. Visit lesherartscenter.
org.
VISIT TO THE NORTH POLE Join
Santa and Mrs. Claus in the North
Pole in their home and workshop
during this immersive, live theater
experience. Each 10-15 time slot
is privately arranged for your
family with photo opportunities.
Now through Dec. 23. Visit
lesherartscenter.showare.com.
NUTCRACKER December at the
Bankhead usually brings the
delightful Valley Dance Theatre’s
production of the holiday favorite,
The Nutcracker. This year enjoy a
Stream on Demand performance.
Tickets are free though donations
are appreciated. Visit livermorearts.
org. Dec. 18 & 23.
GARDEN OF D’LIGHTS 2020 The
public is invited to experience this
unique East Bay holiday tradition,
using thousands of LED lights and
specially programmed lasers, the
illuminated garden comes alive at
night when magical color sculptures
are created. Now through Dec. 20.
Visit ruthbancroftgarden.org.
ELEANOR’S VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
WISH Eleanor’s Very Merry
Christmas Wish-The Musical, tells
the story of a rag doll who lives
in the magical world of the North
Pole. Based on the heartfelt book
by Denise McGowan Tracy. Tickets
for the show can be ordered and
watched for any 48 hour period
from now through Dec. 27. Visit
eleanorswish.com.
DRIVE-THRU NATIVITY Experience
3 scenes from the birth of Christ,
including live animals, in the
comfort of your car. 5 p.m., Dec.
24. Visit valleycommunity.church.
A CHRISTMAS CAROL - ON
DEMAND LISTENING The Bay
Area’s favorite holiday tradition, A
Christmas Carol, will come to life
as A Christmas Carol: On Air, an
enthralling radio play that the whole
family can enjoy from the comfort
of home. Now through Dec. 31.
Visit https://www.act-sf.org.

Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE AND REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

HOME SALES
This week’s data represents homes sold during
Sept. 21-22 for Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin and
Sunol and Oct. 26-30 for San Ramon.

Pleasanton
3712 Angus Way D. & T. Medina to S. Lee for
$1,280,000
8172 Arroyo Drive #4 S. & J. Oreilly to J. Johnson
for $458,000
1112 Finch Place Colzani Family Trust to C. & J.
Mickelson for $2,430,000
2288 Vineyard Heights Lane Tara Trust to Y. &
J. Yuan for $2,260,000

Livermore
2058 Broadmoor Street S. & D. Parra to A. & J.
Rose for $950,000
4082 Compton Court Alston Family Trust to S.
Zehr for $833,000
6671 Forget Me Not A. & S. Cane to M. Balfour
for $560,000
792 Jefferson Avenue Y. & K. Colvin to C. Young
for $900,000
436 Leona Drive M. Bueno to E. Frandsen for
$880,000
260 Prato Way Uppal Family Trust to N. & H.
Vittal for $1,650,000
911 Roma Street O. & N. Szyrko to Mazzetti
Trust for $1,200,000
2539 Vintage Lane Dillmann Family Trust to P. &
S. Behl for $1,700,000
1157 Wynn Circle E. & R. Saunders to K. & K.
Kim for $1,065,000

Dublin
5695 Carnaby Way M. Parker to C. Kim for
$912,000

3360 Maguire Way #407 Chu Family Trust to
Gupta Trust for $623,000
4232 Midlands Court L. & W. Deandrade to T. &
N. Banerjee for $860,000
7166 Stags Leap Lane J. Kim to S. & M. Kapoor
for $1,250,000
2569 Vinton Avenue Gollapudi Living Trust to V.
& V. Uddaraju for $1,372,000
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Sunol
2383 Fern Trail A. & J. Corriveau to A. & R.
Menon for $960,000
12181 Foothill Road Nunes Family Trust to
Gayam Family Trust for $1,727,000

San Ramon
3845 Aragon Lane T. & D. Sanchez to Radich
Living Trust for $1,040,000
317 Arrowleaf Street Shapell Industries to P. &
T. Pasumalaithevan for $1,500,000
1337 Bayberry View Lane S. Shah to Lam Trust
for $1,419,000
625 Burney Creek Place J. & S. Dhaliwal to A. &
C. Viswanathan for $1,275,000
2270 Camino Ramon Gresham Family Trust to
Axhg Infinity LLC for $1,809,000
2664 Celaya Circle N. & M. Knott to D. & J.
Wassei for $1,406,000
130 Eastridge Drive #168 M. Moshiri to T. & S.
Wu for $445,000
9990 Foxboro Way Cirius Equity Ventures LLC to
A. & N. Mondero for $1,105,000
912 Joree Lane Larsen Trust to S. & S. Roy for
$795,000
5250 East Lakeshore Drive Mcdougall Family
Trust to K. & D. Christman for $1,313,000
Source: California REsource
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Thank you for Your Support Over the Years!
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Happy Holidays to You & Your Family?
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Cindy Gee

From

SOLD

3502 Milleford Court, SOLD $2,150,000
3556 Milleford Court, SOLD $2,250,000
3295 Monmouth, SOLD $1,325,000
1005 Laguna Creek Lane, SOLD $2,350,000
1038 Laguna Creek Lane, SOLD $2,420,000
8238 Regency Drive, SOLD $2,268,000
7706 Creekside Drive, SOLD $788,000
7259 Tina Place, Dublin, SOLD $1,218,000
1475 Spring Valley Com., Livermore SOLD $512,000
3940 Alma Court, SOLD $1,010,000
3937 Alma Court, SOLD $1,0280,000
8213 Regency Drive, SOLD $2,248,000
6631 Riddell Street , SOLD $2,070,000

PENDING

SOLD

and Family

7216 Valley View, SOLD $904,000
2095 Eileen Drive, SOLD $1,300,000
2281 Doccia Court, SOLD $1,900,000
2030 Mars Road, Livermore, SOLD $1,300,000
2690 Minton Court, SOLD $1,403,000
1049 Madsen Court, Price:$1,588,000
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7253 Valley View Court: 7 Offers Over Asking

COMING SOON in January 2021
4 bed 2 bath Single Family Home, Livermore
2 bed 2 bath Condo, Livermore

Call Cindy 925-963-1984
cindygee.realtor@gmail.com

CINDY GEE is a TOP
LISTING & SELLING
Residential Specialist!

CalBRE# 01307919
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I am always happy help and guide all buyers and sellers
with all of your REAL ESTATE questions and needs!

Realtor/Notary,GRI
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CALL CINDY TODAY! 925-963-1984
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1817 Spumante Place, Ruby Hill
Premium Golf Course Lot
Offered at $3,295,000

S O LD

S O LD

4132 Parma Court, Ruby Hill
Multiple Offers
Sold at $4,825,000

DNG

3141 Pellaro Court, Ruby Hill
On The Market 3 Days!
Offered at $3,295,000

9472 Blessing Drive, The Preserve
7BR, 5.5BA | 4829+/- Sq. Ft.
Offered at $4,950,000

S O LD

ING

2263 Doccia Court, Ruby Hill
Record High Sales Price
Sold at $2,300,000

2130 Pomezia Court, Ruby Hill
Stunning Remodel
Sold at $1,975,000

Liz Venema

Kim Hunt

Amanda Davlin

Lisa Desmond

Michelle Kroger

Alexis Venema

Realtor
SRES | Owner

Realtor
Director of Operations

Transaction Coordinator
Social Media Expert

Realtor
CNE | Lising Manager

Realtor
CNE | SRES

Realtor

VenemaHomes.com | Liz@VenemaHomes.com | 925.413.6544 | 660 Main Street, Pleasanton | DRE# 01922957
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Available Mid January in Pleasanton

5 bdr, 4.5 bath home with 4,129 sqft of living space.
Enhanced with its Library, Courtyard, low maintenance yards.

2021 will prove to be a strong market. Prop 19 will offer sellers a great opportunity, call me for
more information on this for home sellers.

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov
19 19 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20

17396 Grand Island Rd, Walnut Grove
IL
AVA

1362 Orloff, Pleasanton

E

ABL

G

DIN

PEN

3BR | 2BA home on waterfront of the
Sacramento River ”Delta Area”

A Pleasanton home with 4 bdr 3 ba. and
2,042 sqft with a lot size of 13,091 and pool.

$1,1140,000

Listed at $1,290,000.

5834 Corte Margarita in Pleasanton

391 Glen Arms, Danville

D
SOL

My sellers are thrilled with 22 offers on their
home, selling well over list price. Listed at
$1,300,000 SOLD for $1,486,000.

Kris Moxley
925.519.9080
moxleyrealestate.com
DRE 00790463
900 Main Street,
Pleasanton, CA 94566

A warm Christmas
wish for peace,
cheer, and
happiness and
the best for the
coming year.

D
SOL

One of the most unique and sought-after
areas. My sellers are quite pleased.
Listed at $1,315,000 Sold at $1,476,000.
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Linda Futral

Kat Gaskins

Marti Gilbert

Janice Habluetzel

Jessica Johnson

925.980.3561
linda.futral@compass.com
lindafutral.com
DRE 01257605

925.963.7940
kat@katgaskins.com
katgaskins.com
DRE 01137199

925.216.4063
marti@homesbymarti.com
compass.com
DRE 01520061

925.699.3122

408.455.1697

janice.habluetzel@compass.com

jessica.johnson@compass.com

janicetherealtor.com
DRE 01385523

realtybyjessica.com
DRE 01723385

Jo Ann Luisi

Lily McClanahan

Kris Moxley

Maureen Nokes

Linda Traurig

925.321.6104
joann.luisi@compass.com
joannluisi.com
DRE 01399250

925.209.9328

925.519.9080
kris.moxley@compass.com
moxleyrealestate.com
DRE 00790463

925.577.2700

925.382.9746
linda.traurig@compass.com
lindatraurig.com
DRE 01078773

lily.mcclanahan@compass.com

compass.com
DRE 01975835

maureen.nokes@compass.com

compass.com
DRE 00589126

Don Faught

Susie Steele
925.413.9306
susie.steele@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 01290566

Vice President/Managing Broker
925.251.1111
dfaught@apr.com
DRE 00971395

Your home. Our mission.
Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group
of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009.

#toaWppWdbWpsdVO_lOyOo|dbObMsVOWol_BKOWbsVO
world Compass is continuing to expand our California
loOpObKOsVodtUVbOzlBosbOopVWlpzWsV_dKB_oap_BWb
Pinel Realtors®Û+BoBUdbÛBbM+BKWK3bWdbbsOobBsWdbB_à
WMOMJ|dtosOKVbd_dU|ÛpOoyWKOÛBbMBKKOppsdadoO
agents in the region, you can now go further in your home
search.

Pleasanton/Livermore Valley
 BWb/soOOsÛ+_OBpBbsdbÛ Śàà

DRE# 02065804

COMING SOON

PENDING IN 2 DAYS

SOLD

COMING SOON

37853 Abraham Street, Fremont
Call for Pricing

3141 Pellaro Court, Ruby Hill
Offered at $3,295,000

4132 Parma Court, Ruby Hill
Sold for $4,825,000

Abbie Street, Pleasanton
Call for Pricing

DeAnna Armario

Brianna Armario

Amanda Sarich

Diego Cardoso

Christina Sarich

Cove Corey

Julie Lee, MBA

Kalpesh Balsara

Senior Partner, Realtor

Junior Partner, Realtor

Realtor

SRES - Realtor

CA DRE #01967027

CA DRE #02121054

Director of Marketing

CA DRE #01363180

Inside Sales Associate,
Realtor, CA DRE # 02121023

Director of Operations,
Realtor, CA DRE #02064911

Our Newest
Team Member
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CA DRE #00834327

Due to the challenges this year has brought,
home has never been more important.
Wishing you and your loved ones a happy, healthy, and peaceful
holiday from the Tim McGuire Team.

Beyond Full Service - A Concierge Approach to Real Estate
View our website
Scan with your smartphone camera

Tim McGuire
Broker
DRE 01349446

Mark James
Realtor®
DRE 00697341

Eva Tia
Realtor®
DRE 02072764

Lori Olson
Realtor®
DRE 02004247

Karen
Carmichael
Client Services

www.timmcguireteam.com
925.462.SOLD (7653)
/timmcguireteam

tmcguire1

@owntrivalley

/in/owntrivalley

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
WKObpO!taJ{Ooà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMO
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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New Homes
for the Holidays.

More than ever, Compass is here
sdVO_l|dtbM|dtol_BKOWbsVOzdo_Mà

compass
p

|

compass.com
p

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for
WbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMO
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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