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Support

Local

When you shop small, you do something BIG by supporting
Pleasanton small businesses who make valuable and distinct
contributions to our community and local economy.
Purchase a Downtown
Pleasanton mug for $ŏƗ.ŀŀ!
Funds reinvested back into
the Downtown.

Get a FREE Pleasanton tote bag
with minimum purchase at your
favorite Downtown business,
while supplies last.

For participating businesses and promotions:

Pleasantondowntown.net/ShopSmall
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VALLEY VIEWS

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Resilience important
for these holidays

S

omeone said to me, “Isn’t this
going to be the worst Thanksgiving ever?”
This took me aback. I have had
many years of big family dinners,
all heartwarming and fun. But here
I am healthy and with much to be
thankful for, so I expected to enjoy
this Thanksgiving, too, even if my
only “gathering” was a short visit
to my daughter’s backyard to share,
physically distanced, my traditional
homemade pumpkin pie with her
family. My dinner, at home, alone,
would be a Cornish game hen —
and I was anticipating a cute photoop of the little gal on the serving
platter.
The point of Thanksgiving is
that we are part of something larger
than ourselves, a network of family
and friends. The lovely thing about
the celebration is that although it is
loaded with tradition, it also constantly evolves, as new babies are
born, offspring take a turn at their
in-laws and older relatives go to the
great feast in the sky.
And this year more than a quarter-million families are grieving
members lost to COVID-19, their
first Thanksgiving without their
loved ones, so I am grateful not to
be among them.
Now with Thanksgiving safely, if
untraditionally, behind us, Christmas beckons. Which raises the
question, in these quarantining
times: If I put up a Christmas tree
and no one sees it, does it still exist?
Absolutely. I will see it. As will
my cat, who is an intensely focused
and appreciative observer of anything approaching bling.
Last year I gave in and bought an
artificial tree because I knew exactly
the type I wanted: something tall
and skinny (rarely found in nature)
to make a cheerful seasonal decorating statement without blocking
my view or dominating my living
room.
My granddaughter, then fast approaching 8, came over to help me
decorate and she seemed to approve
the artificial tree with its truncated
shape for display at Grandma’s,
although I think she was grateful to
return to the large real white fir at
her own home.
Continuing to depart from tradition, I eschewed my white needlepointed angel that has encased the

top of the tree since the ‘80s to clip
on a large glittery butterfly that
better reflected the multitude of embedded lights. One custom I kept
was scattering little red velvety bows
on the branches.
A most vivid Christmas memory
from my 1950s childhood is the
year my mother, sister and I returned from midnight Mass to crawl
exhausted into our beds and discover that in our absence my father
had replaced our old pillows with
new ones made of that recent invention, rubber foam. Such an exciting
surprise! Plus so mind-bending because my father was the breadwinner who went off to work each day
in his suit, overcoat and hat — he
had nothing to do with bed linens.
Since the pandemic began, my
sister and brother-in-law have FaceTimed me every Sunday. We talk for
an hour about the week’s activities,
what’s new with friends and family
members, and we also reminisce.
Did I remember correctly that our
father suggested one Thanksgiving
that we serve a Cornish game hen
on each plate instead of having
the traditional turkey? Yes, my sister agreed, but our mother quickly
nixed it. Now, 65 years later, I
resurrected the idea for my solitary
Thanksgiving dinner. Thank you,
Daddy.
As I grow older, times passes too
quickly so before I know it, Christmas is approaching — again. At this
point in my life, my inner curmudgeon would prefer it be celebrated
every two years.
But then I think of my grandchildren. For them, a day takes a
while to pass, a week is a long time,
a month is forever, and a year is interminable. And at Christmastime,
the adults might do the work (and
handle the expense) but children
add the magic.
So this weekend I will lug in the
big long box and, for the second
year, figure out how to assemble
my tall, thin, lovely tree. Because,
yes, it does exist, as do you and I,
and Christmas and Hanukkah and
Kwanzaa, even in this surreal year.
It is time to kick off the holidays. Q
Editor’s note: Dolores Fox Ciardelli is
Tri-Valley Life editor for the Pleasanton
Weekly. Her column, “Valley Views,”
appears in the paper on the second and
fourth Fridays of the month.

About the Cover
The Gagnon children — (from left) Grace, Brady, Quinn and Hayden — are
ready for the day’s travels in their RV as the Alamo family spends a second
summer on the road visiting U.S. national parks. Photo courtesy of Gagnon
family. Cover design by Doug Young.
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Streetwise

ASKED AROUND TOWN

At what point during the year do you think it is appropriate to put up holiday season decorations?
Vanessa Reiter

Joe and Paula Bivona

Director, national accounts
The day after Thanksgiving. That has always been my
rule of thumb for as long as I can remember. I feel
very strongly that we should celebrate one holiday at a
time, and not rush into or through each season.

Sports marketing; advertising sales
Well, we hung our own decorations more than two weeks
ago because it’s 2020, so anything goes. And if people feel
a little bit of cheer when they pass our decorated house,
even though it’s a bit early to be welcoming in the holiday
season, well, that makes us feel really good.

Kevin Albright

Matthew Kruger

HVAC tech
In a typical, normal year, I would say the weekend
after Thanksgiving is the appropriate time. During the
COVID pandemic, however, I think any time is just
fine. I mean, I’ve seen homes where the decorations
have been out for weeks already. And I totally get it.

Sales
During the current COVID pandemic situation, I’d say any
time after Thanksgiving, or even before Thanksgiving, is
appropriate. Because in 2020, who couldn’t benefit from a
good dose of Christmas sooner rather than later?

Nicole Kruger

— Compiled by Nancy and Jeff Lewis

Finance
I think any time during mid-November is a good time,
as that’s right around Thanksgiving. And it is around
Thanksgiving when the holiday season really begins in
earnest.

Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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#1 School District in Alameda County
Jumpstart your career
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School District
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Leaders look to local solutions for
Pleasanton’s Climate Action Plan 2.0

COVID curfew
Gov. Gavin Newsom issued a
month-long stay-at-home order
intended to reduce nighttime
gatherings and limit the spread of
the coronavirus.
The order will require nonessential work and gatherings to
stop from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. in
counties assigned to the purple
tier, the most-restrictive tier in
the state’s pandemic reopening
system. The list includes Alameda
and Contra Costa counties, among
other Bay Area jurisdictions.
The curfew began last Saturday and is scheduled to last
through Dec. 21, according to the
governor.
“The virus is spreading at a
pace we haven’t seen since the
start of this pandemic and the
next several days and weeks will
be critical to stop the surge,”
Newsom said in a statement. “We
are sounding the alarm.”
—Bay City News Service

‘Paving the Way’
Educators, innovators and advisers will share their stories and
insight to inspire future scientists
and engineers during a livestream
event next week hosted by Quest
Science Center in Livermore.
Guests slated to appear at “Paving the Way: A Virtual Conversation” include Miss America 2020
Camille Schrier — who is in
a new partnership with Quest
to spark kids’ interest in learning about science — and former
White House adviser Patricia Falcone, now deputy laboratory director for Science and Technology
at Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory (LLNL).
Scientist Jayshree Seth, an innovator who holds 69 patents
and 3M’s first ever chief science
advocate, and Nan Ho, dean of
science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) at Las
Positas College, will also join the
online event.
“Paving the Way” takes place
Dec. 1 from 4-5:30 p.m. and is
open to the public. General admission is $15; free for students.
Visit quest-science.org.

Smart irrigation
Swap out your outdated irrigation system controllers for new
self-adjusting “smart” controllers
and save both water and money
with Zone 7 Water Agency’s
“Smart Irrigation Controller Rebate Program.”
Smart Controllers reduce
water consumption by using
local weather data and soil moisture measurements to determine
when to turn irrigation systems
on and off. Easy to install and
program, the controllers adjust
to current conditions and keep
plants and landscaping healthy
by letting you customize waterings, Zone 7 officials said.
Visit zone7water.com to learn
more about the rebate program. Q

City aims to beat state-mandated greenhouse gas emissions reductions in next decade

P

BY JULIA BAUM

leasanton’s long-term outlook for addressing climate
change could entail local
solutions such as the city producing its own renewable energy and
investing in green infrastructure,
according to local leaders and environmental activists.
An update on the city’s Climate
Action Plan (CAP 2.0) at last week’s
City Council meeting drew both
praise and some detailed questions
from council members. Vice Mayor
Kathy Narum called the project
“off to a really good start,” while

Councilmember Julie Testa said
she was “impressed with the work
that’s been done.”
Councilmember Karla Brown,
who is soon to be sworn in as
Pleasanton’s new mayor, said the
city “needs to be aware of our contribution towards greenhouse gas
emissions and other environmental
contamination, and it is important
to step up.”
Despite some delays due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the city’s
Committee on Energy and the
Environment advanced this year
with making recommendations for

the city’s greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions reduction target, vision,
guiding principles, co-benefits and
action criteria.
According to staff, the first CAP
in 2012 called for the city to meet a
GHG mass emission reduction target of 15% below the 2005 baseline
by this year. An inventory in 2017
found that Pleasanton exceeded
that goal, decreasing mass emissions 28%, or a 37% decrease per
capita.
“We exceeded it 3 years ahead
of the goal — exceed both by
mass and per capita,” said Megan

Thorne’s final Mayor’s Award
Chris Miller earns coveted honor; leaders praise city’s outgoing mayor
BY JEREMY WALSH

Pleasanton Mayor Jerry Thorne
handed out the final Mayor’s
Award of his four-term tenure
during a virtual ceremony that
also included Thorne’s peers offering special recognition to the
city’s outgoing mayor.
Taking home the 2020 Pleasanton Mayor’s Award was Chris
Miller, a longtime leader in the
local military veteran community
— so well-regarded an advocate
and volunteer in Pleasanton that
Thorne quipped he was surprised
to learn Miller had never received
the Mayor’s Award before.
Bestowing the award, albeit
from home amid the pandemic,
was one of the final official acts
for Thorne as Pleasanton’s mayor,
capping more than 25 years in
city service.
“For the last eight years, you
have used this evening to show
your appreciation to all of our
community leaders for their selfless service. With tonight being
the last Mayor’s Award dinner
you will host, it only seems appropriate to take a moment and
express our immense gratitude
and thank you for your decades
of service and leadership to
Pleasanton,” Vice Mayor Kathy
Narum said to Thorne at the end
of the Nov. 12 ceremony.
“It has been a really joyful experience to work with all of you,”
Thorne said in response. “We
have managed to keep this community great ... We’ve worked together, and that’s the key I think,
to having a successful council
and a successful community.
Is make sure you respect one

Campbell, associate planner for the
city.
The committee has recommended the city adopt a GHG emission
reduction target pathway that “sets
a long-term (2045) target” based on
the state’s own goal of carbon neutrality in the next 25 years, and a
short-term target “based on a linear
trajectory of emissions reductions
from 2045 back to 2020.”
The recommended pathway
“achieves slightly greater emissions
reductions than required” by the
See CLIMATE on Page 8

Castlewood
rebrands
ahead of
remodel
The Club at Castlewood:
New name reflects goal
of attracting families
BY TIM HUNT

Mayor Jerry Thorne

Chris Miller

another and work together.”
The half-hour event, held online via Zoom instead of the
traditional in-person dinner program hosted by the city, featured
recognition of the work of all city
commissions and committees
during the year before Thorne
revealed the winner of the 2020
Mayor’s Award.
The honor went to Miller, with
the mayor citing his “long tenure
of volunteer work.”
A helicopter pilot during the
Vietnam War who settled in
Pleasanton with his family in the
early 1970s and worked a long
career flying commercial airlines,
Miller has volunteered in various
capacities throughout the local
community but is best known
for his work supporting military
veterans.
Inspired by the unwelcome
feeling he and other returning
Vietnam service members felt,
Miller strove to ensure active

duty military and veterans would
receive a positive homecoming in
the future.
To that end, he helped create a support group for families
of Pleasanton soldiers during
the Gulf War in the 1990s —
an organization that evolved in
the next decade into Pleasanton
Military Families, a nonprofit
known for sending care packages to troops overseas and supporting “welcome home” parades
for service men and women in
Pleasanton.
“A great surprise, Jerry,” Miller
said via Zoom on Nov. 12.
“I’ve enjoyed my role in this
community, and it wouldn’t be
just me; there were all kinds
of people that helped with this
program,” he added. “It went one
with many, many helpers ... the
packouts, the parades and the
welcome homes, on and on and

Pleasanton’s historic Castlewood
Country Club now has a new name
to herald its $16 million remodeling and upgrading project that will
launch next spring.
The club, which dates to 1924,
now will be called The Club at
Castlewood.
Club President Rick Barrazza
said in a press release, “The Castlewood name itself is steeped in
history, hosts our traditions and is
home to the memories we all create
together. ‘The Club at Castlewood’
more accurately reflects the active,
family-forward lifestyle characterized by quality experiences, engaging activities, and the modern
amenities our members will enjoy.”
The clubhouse, built in the early
1970s, does not comply with the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
The club also lacks the amenities
that families are seeking in country
clubs today. Alameda County has
been pressuring the club to fix its
accessibility issues. Club members
decided to pursue a full remodel
instead of fixing ADA issues in
2019. Club members also rejected a
proposal from the Bay Club, which
purchased ClubSport in Pleasanton
last year, to take over the property
and compensate members with its
$30,000 membership.

See MAYOR on Page 7
See CASTLEWOOD on Page 10
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Council doubles assistance for struggling renters
Eligible Pleasanton residents may also receive a second month of rental aid
BY JULIA BAUM

Pleasanton residents who have
struggled to pay their rent during
statewide COVID-19 lockdown restrictions will get some relief after
the Pleasanton City Council unanimously increased funding for a
city-run rental assistance program
last week.
A number of locals have experienced “significantly reduced”
household incomes while the
countywide shelter-in-place orders
continue to be extended, according
to city staff, rendering them unable
to afford their rental payments and
at risk of losing their homes or
being displaced from the Pleasanton community.

“This is exactly the group that
we want to support and it is also
the kind of program that we want
to support to keep people in their
homes as they cope with COVID,”
Councilmember Karla Brown said
shortly before voting at the Nov. 17
meeting.
With a second month of rental
assistance, staff said it will be easier
for affected Pleasanton renters to
stay current on their rent or pay
a portion of their delinquent rent,
decreasing the risk of eviction.
In addition to agreeing to a second month of rental assistance and
doubling the maximum amount
to $5,000 per eligible household, the council also committed

an additional $200,000 from the
lower income housing fund to the
city’s “Emergency Rental Assistance
Program,” if needed once the original funding and another $150,000
of federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) pandemic funding has been exhausted.
As of Oct. 30, the city’s program has a remaining balance
of $151,632 from the original
$500,000 approved budget.
Established this summer with
the objective of “mitigating potential homelessness and displacement of existing Pleasanton residents who are experiencing a decrease in household income due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, and

thus, unable to pay their rent,” the
rental help program is administered by local nonprofit CityServe
of the Tri-Valley.
Since then, the program has provided $298,367 in rental assistance
to 151 eligible tenants unable to
pay rent due to a COVID-19-related loss of income. The program
pays for delinquent rent only and
payment is made directly to the
landlords.
Councilmember Julie Testa
asked what kinds of households
are applying for the program, and
whether applicants include entrylevel workers and “single people
who are struggling.”
“It really does span pretty much

the whole spectrum,” assistant city
manager Brian Dolan replied.
One-person households are the
smallest group with 22 applicants;
the biggest group includes 36 twoperson households. Three-, fourand five-person households had 98
applicants combined.
Testa added she was “very grateful that we do have the ability to
help support this need” and appreciated the city Housing Commission’s “desire to find resources”
in the event that a third round of
funding is needed.
City attorney Dan Sodergren
confirmed the last extension for
See RENTERS on Page 9

PUSD trustees approve 2.75% pay raises for cabinet members
Board had agreed to postpone increases earlier this year
BY JULIA BAUM

After postponing a vote on the
matter earlier this spring, the Pleasanton Unified School District Board
of Trustees unanimously approved
pay raises for the district’s executive
cabinet at its Nov. 12 meeting.
Certificated and classified staff received similar raises this past school
year, and it was time to do the
2.75% salary increase for the cabinet, Board President Steve Maher
said before voting that evening.
“At that time, we had a $11.5
(million) deficit from the state, and
certainly we’ve had that down now
to a little over $5 million, but I
think it’s time that we take care of
our cabinet and our superintendent,” Maher said. “I would certainly argue with anyone that they
have waited patiently, everyone else

in the district has received their
compensation and the cabinet and
superintendent did not.”
The cabinet will receive “a comparable 2.75% compensation increase” for the 2019-20 fiscal year
that “shall be incorporated as an
addendum to the employee’s existing contracts,” according to the
district.
The board postponed the pay
raises in May, shortly after the
COVID-19 pandemic and sheltering
orders started, and agreed to revisit
the matter during fall.
Maher added, “I would like to
make it clear to the community that
it isn’t an additional raise. It is the
money that could’ve been voted
back in the beginning of spring
2020, and we did not.”
Trustee Valerie Arkin, who leaves

the board soon for her newly won
seat on the Pleasanton City Council,
joined the other trustees in agreeing
with Maher’s sentiment.
“The timing of when it was, earlier this year, it was right before
we were projected to cut $11.5
million out of our budget,” Arkin
said. “(Maher) and I both had those
concerns about that, and we haven’t
had to cut $11.5 million out of our
budget, and we did agree to look at
this later.”
“We both expressed at the time:
This was in no way, shape or form
any type of comment about the
performance or anything of our
cabinet, our admin, anybody,” she
added. “Everybody’s doing an incredible job here and working really
hard.”
During the public hearing, district

Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley

‘Seniors Still Standing 2020’
Virtual Auction
‘Seniors Still Standing 2020’—
but they need your help more
than ever!
Many outstanding and unique items including trips, acting classes
and a private bocce tournament. Bidding ends Dec. 10.
Charityauctionstoday.com/auctions/SeniorsStillStanding-17603
Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley delivers free, comprehensive
services and assistance to seniors 60 and older to foster independence,
promote well-being, preserve dignity, and improve quality of life.
For more information, contact Robert Taylor, rtaylor@ssptv.org or
925.931.5394.
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employee Linda Pipe said, “Quite
frankly, I’m a bit flummoxed by this
line item as I think that it’s kind of
a slap in the face to the members of
CSEA who were blocked from getting the full benefit of the class and
comp study earlier this year.”
Pipe also called the raises “tone
deaf” and “unnecessary,” noting that
cabinet contracts have an automatic
3.5% to 4% annual increase already
built in.
She also took issue with recent
labor negotiations, stating that labor
groups attempted “to bring salaries
of the lowest-paid employees in the
district to a more competitive level
after 20 years of neglect.”
“The union was told at the end
of these negotiations only that the
monies obtained would be through
the 2.75 ‘Me too’ (clause) and that

was all that would be available for
use, so CSEA employees not even
brought up to the 50th percentile
of competitive districts, and many
were left out because the district
cried poverty,” Pipe said.
Pipe added the 2.75% plus the
contracted annual raises would give
the district’s highest earning employees a 5% to 6% increase during
a time when many parents, teachers
and other community members are
“working harder and longer hours
simply to stay in place and not fall
behind.”
Trustee Jamie Yee said the salaries
for superintendents in neighboring
school districts were as much as
$30,000 higher than PUSD, adding, “It really is not super competitive, so I just want to put that out
there.” Q

NEWSFRONT

MAYOR
Continued from Page 5

on. It is truly an honor for me to
receive this, Jerry.”
The focus then shifted briefly to
Thorne, who is wrapping up his
final year as mayor after serving
four terms, the maximum under
the city’s term limit law.
An Army veteran and retired
executive from Hewlett Packard,
Thorne spent 10 years on the
city’s Parks and Recreation Commission before earning election to
the City Council in June 2005.
He won re-election to full council
terms in 2006 and 2010, and then

successfully campaigned for the
mayor’s seat in November 2012 —
winning the first of four consecutive two-year terms.
“On behalf of the City Council,
we want you to know what an
honor and a privilege it has been
to serve this wonderful city of
Pleasanton with you,” Narum told
Thorne that night. “I think you
truly have embodied what it means
to be a public servant. The impact
of your unwavering commitment
to improving the quality of life in
Pleasanton will last for generations
to come.”
The recognitions of Thorne continued the following week during

An

the final regular council meeting
with Thorne presiding as mayor.
Fellow council members and regional elected officials in attendance
on Nov. 17 praised Thorne for his
decades of service to Pleasanton.
“You have been a great partner;
your wisdom and your energy and
your insight have been so important to me,” State Sen. Steve Glazer
said.
“Your leadership over the last 16
years, Mayor Thorne, has been tremendous and outstanding,” Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley
said.
“I’m amazed at all that you’ve
done for our community; I continue

to be surprised ... You really have
made this a full-time job to our
community, if not more, and I truly
want to thank you from the bottom of my heart,” Councilwoman
and Mayor-elect Karla Brown told
Thorne. “There will be big shoes to
fill.”
Thorne, who would normally
have had one more meeting as
mayor next week before terming
out, revealed at the end of the
Nov. 17 meeting that he would be
unavailable because of a major surgery that would involve up to two
weeks in the hospital and another
month of recovery at home.
Narum told the Weekly that

Thorne underwent the surgery
on Friday and was recovering
well at Stanford Hospital in Palo
Alto.
“He is doing well on his road
toward recovery. He’s up and moving around his hospital room, and
he’s even starting to give the nurses
some grief,” the vice mayor said
with a chuckle.
Narum added that anyone who’d
like to send a card or share wellwishes for Thorne can mail them
to the mayor care of the city of
Pleasanton at 123 Main St., PO Box
520, Pleasanton CA 94566-0802. Q
Editor’s note: Reporter Julia Baum
contributed to this story.

Managed Community

Stay Social.
Stay Engaged.
Stay Connected.
The Parkview provides a resident-centered lifestyle that offers more than
just supportive living. With assisted living and memory care services
and a full array of life-enriching programs and opportunities for social
connection, you and your loved ones will discover why The Parkview in
Pleasanton is senior living at its finest.

Discover The Parkview.
Schedule your virtual
tour today!

Call for details:

925-398-3933
theparkview.org

The Parkview
Assisted Living and Memory Care
100 Valley Avenue, Pleasanton, CA 94566
License #015601283
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Livermore subcommittee, working group
aim to foster equity and inclusion
Four areas of focus include economics, youth, culture and policing
BY CIERRA BAILEY

The Livermore City Council is
working to integrate equity and inclusion into the fabric of the community through its newly formed
subcommittee and subsequent
working group.
Co-chaired by Mayor-elect Bob
Woerner and Councilwoman Trish
Munro, the Equity and Inclusion
Subcommittee was created in July
following civil unrest locally and
nationwide after the killing of
George Floyd by Minneapolis police on Memorial Day.
The subcommittee’s objective
is to “enable equity and inclusion in Livermore through diverse

community engagement that will
result in a welcoming city, exemplified by equity of opportunity and
just treatment for all,” according to
the city’s website.
Since the subcommittee’s inception, it has expanded to include a
working group made up of people
who live and work in Livermore.
“Bob and I are really excited about
this because this is a place where
local government can make a huge
difference,” Munro told the Weekly.
Initially, the city planned to select a total of 18 people to form the
working group through an application and interview process. However, after receiving 48 applicants,

the subcommittee recommended
to the council that the group not
be limited to a particular size so
that everyone who applied could
participate.
The council unanimously voted
to revise the size of the working group during a regular council
meeting on Sept. 14 and the first
full working group meeting was
held the following night.
Since then, the working group
has been divided into four subgroups with specific focus areas,
including Subgroup A: Community Culture and Representations,
Subgroup B: Policing and Human
Services, Subgroup C: Reaching

and Inspiring Youth and Subgroup
D: Housing, Workplace, Economic
and Transportation Environments.
“By having four subgroups working concurrently, we can focus on
Livermore’s particular context in
multiple ways,” Munro said. “Each
subgroup is developing different
projects, from interviewing residents, to digging into (Livermore
Police Department) data, to understanding housing issues.”
However, she added that the
pandemic has slowed the groups’
progress. “Ensuring four groups
can engage with each other during
COVID is difficult and can feel like
slogging through mud rather than

hiking a dry path. Nevertheless,
I’m excited to see the planned projects happen and catalyze further
change.”
Some of the specific project ideas
the subgroups have discussed include creating affinity group dialogues geared toward youth and
their parents, hosting a workshop
focused on affordable housing in
Livermore and conducting a communitywide assessment and action project that involves taking
inventory of artwork, artifacts and
other symbols throughout the city
that represent and signify systemic
See EQUITY on Page 10

BART incentivizing early retirements to address budget woes
Move aims to avert layoffs by saving future payroll costs
The BART Board of Directors
voted last week to forge ahead with
an incentivized retirement program
intended to help mend the agency’s
ailing financial outlook due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
By an 8-1 vote, the board elected
to offer up to 24 weeks of base pay to
full-time employees who are or will
be eligible for retirement by March
21, 2021.
By that date, some 1,650 employees will meet the criteria for retirement eligibility, which include being
at least 50 years old and being a
BART employee for at least five years,
according to agency officials.
Employees who take advantage
of the incentivized retirement offer
would receive four weeks of base
pay plus one week of pay per

full year they’ve worked for BART,
capped at 20 years.
Eligible employees will have four
weeks until Dec. 18 to express interest in the program, as well as a 45day window to submit a signed retirement agreement with the agency.
BART officials have determined
that roughly 300 employees are most
likely to retire at a total cost of $15
million to the agency.
“I think that there are tools that we
have in our tool belt,” Board Director
Mark Foley said. “Let’s use them now
and do what we can to get through
this fiscal year.”
While that payout would be a net
cost of $5 million more than BART
has allocated for salary and benefits
in the current budget, it would ultimately save the agency roughly $45

million in salary and benefits during
fiscal year 2022, which would start
July 1, 2021.
Agency officials argued incentivizing retirement for the agency’s longest-tenured employees would help
BART avoid future layoffs as ridership remains depleted due to the
pandemic, gutting the agency’s gate
fare revenue.
BART budget officials have meticulously tried to avoid layoffs, putting
off staff expansions and using federal
funding to make up for the lost ridership revenue.
Board Director Debora Allen, the
lone vote against the incentivized
retirement program, argued that a
more targeted strategy would prevent the retirement program from
blowing holes in the staffs of BART’s

various departments.
Allen also said the savings generated by the program would only
come to fruition if the retired positions remained unfilled, a suggestion
the agency’s budget officials agreed
with.
“There’s got to be a better way to
do this,” she said, adding “this approach puts us in a position to have
a lot of people moving around and a
lot more uncertainty than we need
right now.”
Should the pandemic continue
deep into 2021 and keep ridership at a fraction of BART’s normal levels, BART budget director
Christopher Simi said the agency’s
budget staff has prepared scenarios
in which deep cuts to service may
be necessary, a possibility multiple

board directors balked at.
“We will not be able to cut our
way out of our deficit,” Board Director Janice Li said, “even in the most
aggressive scenario of layoffs.”
According to Pamela Herhold,
BART’s assistant general manager
for performance and budget, the
agency brought in more revenue
than expected during the first quarter of fiscal year 2021, allowing
BART to put $12 million in its reserves with a projected $33 million
budget deficit looming at the end of
the fiscal year.
“I’m not going to count on that
every single quarter, but certainly
right now, with what we can control, we’re headed in the right
direction.” Q
—Bay City News Service

CLIMATE

Staff noted, “If all three cities
in the Tri-Valley are aligned in the
selected pathway, this could allow
for greater regional collaboration
toward achieving outcomes.”
The project’s next phases are expected to include recommended actions the city may take to meet GHG
emission reduction targets — some
of which could require public funds
— such as diversifying the city’s energy sources and restoring riparian
habitat areas.
Jill Buck, president of the local
nonprofit Go Green Initiative, told
the Weekly, “My first concern is
people, so the things that would
relieve any human suffering” are
her top priority for the Pleasanton
community, including proposed
action items like adding fast EVcharging stations along transportation routes and promoting cooling centers during warmer weather
months.
“The cooling centers, I think are
a must — even this past summer I
think we needed them,” Buck said.

“I am very concerned about cooling
centers because I know some of our
homes don’t have air conditioning,
and the ones that do, not all citizens
can run those. Heat-related illness
and health impacts are very real,
and it’s very hard on our seniors,
especially.”
As for expanding charging stations for electric-powered vehicles,
Buck envisions going further with
locally produced renewable energy.
“I’d like to see the city begin to
place more focus on a more localized power source, and that would
give us some resiliency if our grid
had problems,” Buck said.
With transportation making up
56% of the city’s recorded emissions, Buck said, “I do think that the
EV-charging stations would make
a huge difference in incentivizing
people who live and who work here
to invest in an electric vehicle.”
Buck noted, though, that the city’s
next largest source of emissions is
energy: “That goes back to making
more renewable energy capacity in

Pleasanton,” Buck said. “Not only
does that mean we’re less reliant on
fossil fuels for the energy we use,
but it also gives us some energy resiliency to adapt to climate change.”
Using the Amador Valley High
School parking lot on Santa Rita
Road with its rows of solar power
panels and accompanying battery
storage as an example, Buck said it’s
important to “not just to be putting
up solar but storing some of it so
it can used later” in the event of a
power outage or other emergency.
In addition to searching for local
solutions, the city has developed
local partnerships with organizations like the Local Leaders of the
21st Century Club at both Foothill
and Amador Valley high schools.
Both groups have been busy creating informational videos on the CAP
and climate change awareness that
will be shared on the project website
as part of the city’s outreach plan.
“Right now they’re just a couple
minutes; we’re working very closely with the city,” Buck said. “The

theme is really just getting people
to think about what they love about
Pleasanton and what they want to
protect — that was the subject of
the first video.
“As the city progresses in its public outreach plan, our students will
be working in lockstep with city
staff to create more videos that go
along with the themes of the outreach plan,” Buck added. “We’re
hoping that when we can all be in
person again, the students can safely
set up tables at the farmers market
and other places of gathering and
talk to people about the CAP.”
Brown said she was looking forward to when staff “will drill down
exact actions that can make the biggest impact” like what to do about
gas powered leaf blowers and lawn
mowers which are “very large contributors” to Tri-Valley emissions.
“When we drill down to those actual actionable items, it will be exciting to see that the small changes can
make the biggest improvements,”
Brown said. Q

Continued from Page 5

state in 10 years. Staff support the
pathway “for a variety of reasons
including aligning with state targets
to have a Qualified GHG Reduction Plan and the preference for
metered/linear emissions reductions
over time” that are more consistent.
Narum agreed with the GHG
emission reduction targets proposed
by the committee and said, “It’s
something that we probably can and
will be able to reach over time.”
Because carbon neutrality will
likely “take years to achieve,” the
committee discussed “aligning with
that trajectory earlier rather than
later will help the community progress toward that goal and take some
early actions that make achieving
the goal more realistic in 25 years.”
The adopted target pathway also
matches those identified and Dublin’s recently adopted CAP, and is
the same target being considered in
Livermore’s draft CAP.
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Work crew triumphs in quest to find
wedding ring flushed down toilet
‘The chances of retrieving it were slim to none’
BY JULIA BAUM

A Livermore woman who accidentally flushed her wedding ring
down the toilet thought her chances
of ever seeing it again had also gone
down the drain, but with a lot of
luck and hard work on behalf of the
Livermore Public Works Department, the owner was reunited with
her beloved band earlier this month.
Jenna Madrid — who’s owned the
round-cut diamond and white gold
ring for about three years — told the
Weekly, “I was holding it and it just
slipped out of my hand” and fell in as
the toilet was flushing, back in early
September.
At first, Madrid and her husband
hired a plumber but were told nothing could be done. Madrid had almost accepted the ring’s fate until a
friend recently suggested contacting
the city of Livermore’s wastewater
treatment facility, where the friend
thought the ring may have ended up.
On her friend’s advice, Madrid
called the city earlier this month and
asked if they could help at all, according to public works supervisor
Michael Wells.
Though it’s not common for residents to reach out about personal

items getting lost in the sewer, “We
probably get one of these calls every
five to 10 years,” Wells said.
“A lot of the time, they call on that
day (the item disappears). The fact
that it was 2-1/2 months ago, the
chances of retrieving it were slim to
none.”
“To me, to the crew, and obviously
the homeowner, we still can’t believe
it,” he added.
It just so happens that Livermore
work crews regularly clean the city’s
sewer mains with specialized “hydrovac” trucks that use a hydraulic hose
to flush the mains clean and a suction hose for vacuuming any loose
materials.
Coincidentally, the crew had also
been working in Madrid’s neighborhood around Park and P streets the
day before she called for help and had
already collected several debris piles.
Working on a “hunch,” Wells said
several wastewater staff members
used a metal detector to sift through
the piles and quickly got several hits
on the detector that helped narrow
down their search area.
Within roughly 30 minutes, the
crew noticed a shiny diamond and
“shockingly” retrieved the ring.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Jenna Madrid, who accidentally
flushed her wedding ring down
the toilet several months ago, was
reunited with it earlier this month
after Livermore city workers worked
to find and retrieve the band.

The ring was returned to Madrid,
who “thought it was pretty crazy,”
Wells added. “She thought it was
going to be no way.”
Madrid concurred: “I was definitely shocked and definitely thought
a miracle just happened.”
“The Livermore workers went out
of their way to look for (the ring),”
she said. “They definitely didn’t have
to do what they did. They have good
karma coming their way.” Q

RENTERS
Continued from Page 6

the countywide moratorium on
evictions “now expires 60 days
after the expiration of the local
emergency of Dec. 31, 2020 —
whichever is later — so it will at
least be going on during the time
of the local emergency.”
The other council members
roundly supported the program
as well; Vice Mayor Kathy Narum
said she was “glad to see” the program continue because “clearly
there’s a great need.”
Councilmember Jerry Pentin
said, “It’s great that we have the
opportunity here in Pleasanton
to do this for our renters. And
hopefully we’ll get through this
and won’t need more than we’re
allocating tonight, and if so, I’m
sure we’ll find a way.”
Brown added, “I appreciate the
federal government continuing
to provide the CBDG funds, and
that we can use those in addition
to the funds that were still not
used. I’m a little interested that
we still have $151,000 in the
remaining balance, but I’m really
glad we do so that we can continue for those that need this program, and then the addition of
$200,000 from our lower income
housing fund will truly be able
to support residents that earn
that 80% (area median income

— AMI) or lower.”
No changes were made to the
program’s criteria eligibility.
Qualified applicants must be
current residents of Pleasanton
with a valid residential lease with
a third-party landlord for at least
six continuous months, be in
good standing with payment and
terms of their lease prior to the
countywide shelter in place order
issued March 16 — as verified
by the landlords — and have a
household income not exceeding
80% AMI established for Alameda
County (adjusted for household
size) prior to March 16.
Participants must also show
documentation of loss of income
of “at least 20% due to COVID19 as a result of employment
and/or school/childcare closures
and/or inability to work due to
COVID-19 illness or caring for
a family member infected by the
disease.”
Assistance is available for up to
$5,000 per household, or double
the previous $2,500 maximum.
Applicants residing in three-bedroom units will only receive the
maximum $5,000 assistance.
Funding awarded will “represent the lesser of the tenant’s
actual rent for two months or the
applicable two-month maximum
affordability rent for households
at 80% AMI, adjusted for unit size
(i.e. number of bedrooms).” Q

D I D YO U K N O W

To help you graduate, Las Positas College
offers over 20 student an
and academic
support programs.

Invest in
Register Today
www.laspositascollege.edu
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Toy drive benefits families struggling during pandemic
Also: Livermore PD organizing Giving Tree; LPFD hosting Toys for Tots
BY JULIA BAUM

Community members and local
service organizations are partnering
to collect and donate holiday gifts
to more than 900 students in Pleasanton Unified School District during
the Christmas Toy Drive, which runs
through Dec. 11.
An annual collaborative effort
among Pleasanton residents and
groups including Valley Community
Church and Blue Oaks Church, the
toy drive encourages the public to
sponsor a family online or purchase items requested by the families
— including gift cards, toys, board
games, arts supplies, or clothing —
and drop them off at one of three
designated locations.
In previous years, toy drive recipients nibbled on cookies and
enjoyed hot cocoa while selecting their gifts in person at an

event hosted by local corporation
Workday. But with the COVID-19
pandemic putting a stop to such
gatherings for now, the toy drive
has gone online this holiday season, volunteer Jill Lorentz told the
Weekly.
“The community needs to know
the needs in the community are
very real, you probably just don’t
see them,” Lorentz said. “People are
not being able to pay their rents, not
being able to eat, not being able to
pay utilities. It’s not something a lot
of people know.”
Blue Oaks Church Pastor Joe
Hartley said, “Working with Pleasanton Unified School District, there
are already nearly 200 families available for sponsorship now. We hope
to serve Pleasanton this year and
expand to the entire Tri-Valley in
2021.”

Many of the families have members that are service workers, gardeners and workers in other industries
severely affected by the pandemic
and “probably won’t soon recover
because of the COVID restrictions,”
according to Lorentz.
“There’s a lot of generous people
in Pleasanton that are always up to
rise to the occasion of giving, but
the need is even greater than any
year in the past because of COVID,”
she added. “I just encourage people
to get their neighbors involved, get
their extended family involved ... do
something positive for this Christmas
season.”
Though not directly participating in the toy drive event, local
nonprofit organization CityServe
of Tri-Valley is acting as a referral source for families interested in
being sponsored.

Residents can sponsor a family
either online or by dropping off requested gifts by Dec. 11 at one of
three locations in Pleasanton: Blue
Oaks Church (7139 Koll Center
Pkwy.), Valley Community Church
(4455 Del Valle Pkwy.) or at Inklings
(530 Main St).
Curbside pickup will take place at
Blue Oaks Church the week before
Christmas. Volunteers are needed for
shopping, managing the gift warehouse, and curbside pickup.
Several other community organizations are also holding gift-giving
programs of their own this year.
The Livermore Police Department’s Citizens Police Academy
Alumni Association (CPAAA) and
the Livermore Police Department are
sponsoring this year’s Giving Tree
program.
With the help of Horizons Family

Counseling, LVJUSD, Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley and
the LPD patrol division, recipients in
need of assistance have been identified including children, families and
seniors.
Like in years past, the LivermorePleasanton Fire Department is doing
Toys for Tots — partnering with the
United States Marine Corps for the
event — “but in a contactless manner,” deputy chief Joe Testa said.
Toys may be dropped between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. at the Toys For Tots
boxes in front of all 10 fire stations,
without notifying the station’s crew.
Firefighters will take the toys inside
periodically.
For more information about the
Christmas Toy Drive, visit toys.blueoakschurch.org. Donations for the
Giving Tree may be made at signup.
com/go/LivermoreGivingTree. Q

Dublin again ranks as best roads in entire Bay Area
All Tri-Valley cities/towns rate as either ‘good’ or ‘very good’
The average overall state of the
Bay Area’s local roadways has held
steady over the past five years and is
described as “fair” in a report released
last week by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission.
The report grades streets and roads
inside cities and unincorporated
county areas on a 100-point scale.
In 2019, the average overall score
for the region’s 43,000 miles of such
thoroughfares was 76 — the same it’s

been since 2015, according to MTC.
That same year, 37% of roads were
classified as “excellent or very good,”
33% were classified as “good or fair,”
9% were “at risk” and 21% were
“poor or failed.”
Streets in fair condition are defined
as “worn to the point where rehabilitation may be needed to prevent
rapid deterioration,” according to
MTC.
From 2010 through 2014, the

region’s roadways held steady with a
66-point score, which is also considered fair.
“MTC’s goal is to boost the regional average (pavement condition
index) score to about 85 points,
which is close to where streets in cities like Dublin, Cupertino and Palo
Alto are right now,” said MTC Board
Chairman and Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty.
“The good news is that the SB 1

gas tax money that cities and counties began receiving a couple years
ago has helped prevent sliding backward,” Haggerty said. “But the bad
news is that forward progress is slow
and there’s still a long, steep climb to
get where we want to be.”
Dublin topped the list in 2019
with a score of 85 and Petaluma was
at the bottom with a score of 45.
Elsewhere in the Tri-Valley, Danville ranked as “very good” with a

score of 80 while Pleasanton (79),
Livermore (79) and San Ramon (78)
each rated as “good.”
The streets of San Francisco earned
a “good” score of 74, San Jose earned
a “fair” 65 and Oakland earned a
“fair” 54, according to MTC, which
based all scores on a three-year moving average.
The full report can be found at
mtc.ca.gov. Q
—Bay City News Service

CASTLEWOOD

will be set for members with
guests entering the banquet facility
through a new entrance on the east
side of the clubhouse. The foyer will
be opened up with a U-shaped bar
seating 32 that overlooks the first
tee.
The dining room will be an indoor
and outdoor experience with permanent heaters mounted on the overhang. The space will be expanded
to include large concrete area on
the north side that is under-utilized.
The banquet space and its bar also
will be refreshed, the first significant
work done on those areas since the
1970s.
The clubhouse plan includes a
private dining room seating up to 32
people that will have wine and cigar
lockers. It also includes a conference

space where members could conduct some business before heading
onto the tennis courts or the Hill
Course.
To enhance its wedding business,
the remodel includes a bride’s room.
Currently, a bride would get dressed
in the women’s locker room, a challenge if her dad wants to check in. It
will double as a treatment room.
And there will be new lockers as
well as lounges in both the men’s
and women’s locker rooms.
To emphasize its focus on attracting families, the plan adds a
childcare facility in the main clubhouse as well as a teen center in the
new sports center that will replace
the 1950s vintage tennis clubhouse.
The 3,700-square-foot sports center
includes an expanded patio to serve

the bocce courts, the tennis courts
and the pool. It will include a grill to
serve those facilities as well as golfers
seeking something to eat and drink
at the turn.
“Beginning with our heritage as
Phoebe Hearst’s visionary architectural achievement, our identity has
been shaped by the generations of
staff, members and guests who have
walked these halls and evolved our
club into what it is today,” the club’s
General Manager John Vest said. “We
believe ‘The Club at Castlewood’
represents a refresh in what we offer
to our community, a renewed spirit
of inclusivity with a sense of place.”
When construction starts, the
clubhouse and pool house will be
closed. Members will continue to
use the tennis courts, golf courses

and the bocce ball court. The Dahlin
Group of Pleasanton is the architect
on the project, while the general
contractor is WL Butler.
The club dates to the Hacienda
del Pozo de Verona estate created
by George and Phoebe Hearst, parents of publishing magnate William
Randolph Hearst. Phoebe Hearst
lived at the estate, which was designed by Julia Morgan, from 1891
to 1919. The estate was purchased
in 1924 by local businessmen, and
the mansion served as the clubhouse for the original Castlewood
Country Club before it was destroyed by fire in 1969.
It is managed by Troon Privé, the
private club division of Troon, the
largest golf management firm in the
world. Q

are still in their early developing
stages, working group members
have already been involved in some
decision-making as they were invited
to participate in an interview panel
during the city’s recruitment process
for a new police chief before Jeramy
Young was promoted to the role.
The subgroups are also currently
working on crafting their individual missions, values and goals as
well as compiling resources and

FAQs to make available to the public, according to city staff.
Helping the city facilitate and
guide the subgroup meetings are
Public Dialogue Consortium (PDC)
president Shawn Spano and San
Jose State University professor Robert Rucker. The subcommittee held
an interview process with three consultant teams specializing in the area
of equity and inclusion and community dialogue before choosing PDC.

“PDC, partnering with professor Robert Rucker, brings a wealth
of facilitation experience especially
assisting local governments with
community engagement efforts,”
city officials told the Weekly in an
email, adding that the organization
recently assisted the city of Fremont with a similar initiative.
As the work of each subgroup
is already underway, the subcommittee is not accepting working

group applications at this time,
but officials said there will likely be an additional opportunity
for participation in the future as
well as other opportunities for
the broader community to engage
with the subcommittee and working group.
More information about the subcommittee and each subgroup can
be found www.cityoflivermore.net/
equity_and_inclusion. Q

Continued from Page 5

Castlewood boasts 36 holes on
the Hill and Valley courses that are
well-regarded in the region. The Valley Course has hosted many qualifying events for professional events as
well as many for amateurs. The club
added a major practice area adjacent
to the 18th hole of the Valley Course
a couple of years ago to enhance the
golf experience.
The main clubhouse will be remodeled throughout and two elevators added to make it accessible. The
current members’ grill will be transformed into a 2,700-square-foot fitness center with an 800-square-foot
yoga or Pilates studio.
The entrance to the clubhouse

EQUITY
Continued from Page 8

racism as well as the symbols that
signify equity and inclusion.
Each subgroup has had between
two and three meetings so far with
an average of about 10 to 12 members in attendance; however, some
members participate in more than
one subgroup.
While each subgroup’s projects
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Each year, the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund raises
money to support programs and services that care for local
families and children in our community. The Holiday Fund
partners with the Silicon Valley Community Foundation,
which handles all finances, so every dollar of your taxdeductible donation goes directly to local nonprofits with no
administrative expenses.
BELLA LUNA STUDIOS

Family nurse practitioner Priyanka
Thapa (right) examines a patient at Axis
Community Health clinic.

VHS

Dr. Carol Campbell and operations
coordinator Sarah Taylor examine Triscuit, one
of a litter of puppies with severe scabies.

Please consider donating online, which enables your gift to be
processed immediately. The secure website is:
silconvalleycf.org/PleasantonWeeklyHolidayFund
Enclosed is a check for $___________
Name: ____________________________________________________
Business Name: ______________________________________________
(Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Address: ___________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________ / __________ / _____________

This year’s Holiday Fund
recipients that will share
in fund contributions are:

support for adults and children and
end-of-life education to Tri-Valley
families, regardless of insurance or
income status.

Axis Community Health is the TriValley’s sole provider of medical and
mental health services for individuals
and families who have a low income
or who are uninsured. It serves more
than 15,000 members of our community.

Open Heart Kitchen is the largest
hot meal program of its kind in the
Tri-Valley feeding the hungry every
weekday at multiple locations.

CityServe of the Tri-Valley supports the community by caring for
people in crisis, coordinating resources between the faith-based community, nonprofits, schools, businesses,
and government agencies and connecting volunteers in the community
to nonprofits.
Hope Hospice provides ethical hospice care, transition services for those
not eligible for hospice, bereavement

Valley Humane Society rescues
and rehabilitates companion animals, champions responsible caretaking, shares pets’ soothing affections
with people in need of comfort, and
supports and preserves existing petguardian relationships.
ValleyCare Charitable Foundation plans to use its contribution
from the annual campaign to help
fund state-of-the-art health care technology, facilities, various clinical programs and services at Stanford Health
Care-ValleyCare.

Email: _____________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________

2020-21 Holiday Fund Donors

I wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):

As of November 23, 51 donors have contributed $15,141
to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.

T In my name as shown above

T In the name of business above
– OR –
T In honor of: T In memory of: T As a gift for:

___________________________________________________________
(Name of Person)
The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this fund allows your donation
to be tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless
the boxes below are checked.
T I wish to contribute anonymously.
T Please withhold the amount of my contribution.
Make checks payable to Silicon Valley Community Foundation and send to:
05 – Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145-0389

7 Anonymous ....................................... $1,900

Greg Landrum ........................................... 500

Rich & Gloria Fredette .................................. **

Pete & Julie Mason....................................... **

Jim & Elaine Keysor .................................... 300

Rony & Lonnie Shaw .................................. 100

Alan & Julia Casamajor .............................. 100

Donna Johnson .......................................... 100

Bobby Jensen ............................................. 300

John & Noel Wilson ................................... 100

Bruce & Cindy Yamamoto .......................... 100

John & Barbara Severini ............................. 200

Dean Buchenauer ........................................ **
Donna & Jim Zarrillo..................................... **
Norm & Joyce Pacheco ................................. **
Austin & Xu ............................................ 2,000

Gam & Papa Abbot, from the Casey Family ..... **

Bob & Marianne Eisberg............................... **

Robert Himsl, from Charlotte Himsl ............... 200

Ken & Barbara McDonald ............................ **

Richard Del Tredici, from Judith Del Tredici ..... 100

Robert Russman ......................................... 100

Coach Tony Costello, from Michael &
Cheryl Costello................................................. **

Ran & Pat Costello ....................................... **
Shake Sulikyan ............................................. **
Marvin Rensink ............................................ **

Beloved Xiaofan Han, from Xiaojun Mo’s
Family............................................................... **

Victor Wheatman....................................... 100

Hank Gomez, Robert & Donna Williams,
from Frank Gomez and Maureen Nokes ........ 200

Sonal & Ajay Shah........................................ **

Carl W. Pretzel, from Marilyn Pretzel ................ **

Eric & Lainie Krieger ................................... 500

Betty Patrick, from Charles & Joan Brown...... 100

Chuck & Mary Shoemaker ........................... **

Woody Pereira, from Slivia & Family ............... 200

Vincent & Sarah Ciccarello ........................... **

Lynne & Liane Pruiksma, from C. Heller ........... **

Kathy & Jeff Narum.................................... 100

Dr. Gerald L. Severin,
from Charlotte W. Severin.............................. 100

Chuck & Debra Uhler ................................. 125

In partnership with:

IN MEMORY OF
Janet Reichlin, from Mike, Lori &
Michael Reichlin ............................................. 200

Alica Desrosiers .......................................... 100
Carmen Merritt ............................................ **
Glenda Berattis ........................................ 1000

IN HONOR OF
Our “Fabulous” 5 Grandkids,
from R&G Spicka ......................................... **
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RV is safe way for family to continue quest
to visit all the national parks

N

STORY BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI | PHOTOS COURTESY OF GAGNON FAMILY

either flat tires nor mangled bikes nor pandemic
can keep the Gagnon
family from loading up their RV to
travel cross country to revel in the
glory of its national parks.
The Alamo family of six discovered the joys of vacationing in
a recreational vehicle before the
COVID-19 crisis kicked off the current RV travel trend.
“Our family has been on a quest
to visit all of the U.S. national
parks,” mom Allison Gagnon explained. “Then the RV gave us the
ability to maneuver all around the
country in a safe way.”
So far she, husband Justin and

children Grace, 12; Brady and
Hayden, 10; and Quinn, 7, have
traveled via RV to 36 of the 62 sites
that include “National Park” in their
name. The parents have chronicled their travel adventures with
“Gagnons Gone RVing” at www.
gagnonsgone.com, where Allison
states, “I’ve always had a passion
for showing my kids our country.”
Summer before last, they tackled the Western states after more
than a year of investigation and
preparations.
“We had been planning an epic
family adventure trip really focusing on the national parks for the
summer of 2019,” Gagnon said.

“We were kind of waiting for our
youngest to be able to keep up —
there was a lot of hiking and a lot of
exploring.”
They liked the idea of traveling
in an RV but thought it might be
better to rent at that point rather
than buy and to start with a shorter
vacation.
“We took a one-week trip in the
RV to make sure a whole summer was going to work,” Gagnon
recalled. “We went up the coast of
California to Mendocino. After one
week, we thought, ‘This is a good
plan.’”
In the summer of 2019, they
spent eight weeks on the road

The Gagnon family hikes to cliffs on the water’s edge at Isle Royale National Park in the middle of Lake Superior in
Michigan, which they agreed was a highlight of summer 2020.
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The Gagnon family — (from left) Quinn, Grace, mom Allison, Hayden, Brady
and dad Justin — pause at Bryce Canyon National Park in Utah, one of their
favorites in 2019.

visiting 15 national parks in the
U.S. and five in Canada including
Banff National Park and Lake Louise in Alberta, Canada.
“We hit national monuments
along the way, too, and mostly
focused on the Western states,” Gagnon said. “We got to Mount Rushmore and Canada, and came home
through Washington and Oregon.”
“We just had so much fun,” she
added.
The kids did have their “moments,” she noted, when one or
another would say they didn’t feel
like hiking or exploring. And on
the website dad Justin does point
out that RV travel involves a lot of
logistics, maintenance and shuffling
of goods — plus a lot of driving. He
also wrote that each night was “like
managing the bedtime dynamics of
a slumber party.”
But Allison and Justin agreed
the trip was “a blast.” They arrived
home the day before school started
and jumped right back into their
normal life.
“Then a month into school, the
kids were like, ‘We really miss the
RV,’” Allison said. “They were writing stories about the RV and little
adventures we had along the way.
We asked them, ‘Do you guys want
to make this a family goal to go to
all 62 national parks?’ The kids are,
like, ‘We are definitely in.’”
They began to assess the logistics
for their next adventure, and in
January purchased a 36-foot Coachman RV Mirada, Class A.
“The one we bought is similar
to the one we rented. It has a really good floor plan, and plenty of
sleeping spaces,” Allison Gagnon
said.
At first, they were planning a
four-week trip for the summer of

2020, carefully routing hiking and
exploring plus fun activities to keep
the kids engaged, such as a ropes
course in South Dakota.
“Obviously we were not expecting the pandemic,” Gagnon said.
“When that started, we thought,
‘Oh, my God, if ever there was a
great time to travel in an RV, this
is our moment. We don’t have to
rely on anything but an occasional
grocery store run.’”
They started off driving north
and spent two days in Lassen Volcanic National Park, then drove on
to Crater Lake, Oregon, and Bend
before heading east to Red Lodge,
Mont., to visit relatives, then continuing east.
“We had a lot of family time, and

Mount Rushmore National Memorial in S
summer of 2019.
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This map at www.gagnonsgone.com routes the 2020 summer trip. The website,
which they maintained as they traveled for friends and family to follow their
adventures, is a wonderful record for them as well.

it has been awesome for us,” Gagnon said. “There is nowhere to run
away. You are trapped in there — in
a good way. It allowed us to have an
extension of home.”
They’d planned to go as far as
Michigan, but then they realized
nothing was pulling them back
home.
“My husband owns a company
that does school lunches, for over
200 schools in the state of California, and he was like, ‘Why don’t we
just keep going?’” Gagnon said.
“Our most precious resource is
time. We are not going to get this
time back with our kids, so let’s
keep on going,” she remembered
reasoning.
“We went as far as Washington,
D.C., the lower East Coast, the
South and Texas on the way home,”
she continued.
“We went to 36 states this summer. It was pretty amazing to see
so many incredible spots. It is such
a good reminder that our country
is so beautiful and full of so many
wonderful, precious places.”
The Gagnons also bore witness
to the country coping with the pandemic. In the parks, visitor centers

were mostly closed with rangers
outside to distribute Junior Ranger
information.
“We definitely found most people
in the national parks were masked
and following social distancing
rules,” Gagnon said. “In terms of
the cities, we tried to stay away. It
was clear that most people wore
masks, but most of the cities were
pretty shut down.”
The family rode their bicycles
through the Mall in Washington,
D.C., so the kids could see the
monuments, memorials, the Supreme Court, the Capitol Building
and the White House — all devoid
of the usual crowds.
“I lived in D.C. for a summer
during college, and this was a much
different experience,” Gagnon said.
Next they headed to Shenandoah
National Park, more reunions with
old friends, and the South. They
also made time for beautiful beaches and enjoyed the warm water and
fine white sand in Florida’s Perdito
Key State Park Beach.
Their RV journeys have included
inevitable glitches, like when the
key broke off in the lock of an exterior supply cabinet in the middle

South Dakota was one of the country’s sites visited by the Gagnon family in the

The Gagnon family at Glacier National Park in Montana, which they visited on their eight-week RV tour of the western
states and Canada in summer 2019.

of Yellowstone, or when they discovered a broken bike rack with its
three bikes busted in Arizona.
“When things go wrong, you
have to be flexible,” Gagnon said.
They were near Vinton, La., this
summer when another driver pointed out that one of the vehicle’s eight
tires was flat.
“We pulled over — and it was
110 degrees of course,” Gagnon
recalled. “It took us awhile to get in
communication with roadside assistance but meanwhile I found an RV
park down the street with a pool.
We ended up having so much fun
that we decided to spend the night.”
Now the children are back at St.
Isidore School in Danville, and they
have been writing stories about this
year’s trip.
“Some of their favorite national
parks are Utah’s Natural Bridges,
and Bryce and Zion. And they loved
Mount Rainier,” Gagnon said.
The whole family tremendously
enjoyed Isle Royale National Park,
located in the northwest corner of
Lake Superior.
“When we were planning our trip
we knew the only way to get there
was by ferry boat but the ferry boats
were not running this summer,”
Gagnon said. “We had to take a
seaplane, and none of us had ever
been on a seaplane before.”
They hiked to the tip of the island, encountering not one other
person along the way.
“I told the kids, ‘Never again will
you have a national park to yourself,’” Gagnon said. “It was amazing, hiking out to these cliffs on the
edge of the island, with literally no
one else there. That was definitely a
family favorite day — the sea plane
and being alone on the island.”
The kids also loved Memphis and
Nashville and all the South, where
they learned about the civil rights
movement.
“All these little moments gave
them a great foundation for how

wonderful and rich our country
is,” Gagnon said. “A lot of museums were closed, especially in
Washington and in the South, but
we weren’t interested in going anywhere indoors. That’s the beauty of
the national parks.”
The family has already begun
planning for summer 2021, an
RV trip through 10 national parks
throughout the Southwest.
“Right now we are in this lovely
little sweet spot where the youngest is old enough to keep up and
have a good attitude about it, and
the oldest is in the seventh grade,”

Gagnon pointed out. “We say, ‘Let’s
take advantage of this time.’”
“I’ve always had a passion for
showing my kids our country,” she
says on the website. “To breathe in
the fresh air; to experience what it’s
truly like to be dwarfed by the sheer
size and grandeur of rocks, caverns,
and trees; to find treasure in animals, plants, flowers, and rocks.”
At the end of this year’s trip, she
wrote, “To have seen our country
this way has been the most incredible gift under the most difficult
of circumstances. We return home
GRATEFUL.” Q

The family enjoys roasting marshmallows in the great outdoors at Shenandoah
National Park in Virginia this summer.
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T his Holiday

Variety of events help Tri-Valley celebrate a truly unique holiday season
BY CAROLYN CHAN

Dublin Decorating Contest

Santa Photo Experience at
Stoneridge Shopping Center
A reservation is required, and
for everyone’s safety, this will be a
socially distanced experience for
guests, Stoneridge Shopping Center
officials said. Santa and his helpers
will be wearing masks throughout
the duration of your visit. Now
through Dec. 24. Visit simon.com.

The city of Dublin invites Dublin
residents to participate in the city’s
“Holiday Home Decorating Contest.” One winner will be chosen
for Best Use of Lights, Best Lawn
Display, Best Holiday Theme, Best
Apartment/Condo and Best Neighborhood. All winners will receive
a special Best Holiday Decoration
yard sign. Visit dublin.ca.gov/holidayhappenings. Enter by Dec. 10.

Holiday Shopping
& Cider Stroll

Knottingham Circle
Extravaganza

Celebrate the holiday season at
City Center Bishop Ranch in San
Ramon as the lifestyle center lights
up with festive community activities and sparkling decorations.
Guests will be welcomed to the
center by a snow queen and king
on socially distanced stilts. Strolling carolers will fill the center with
holiday music and cheer, as guests
sip cider while shopping. Today
and Dec. 18. 6000 Bollinger Canyon Road in San Ramon.

The show by Alex Dourov, the
founder of California Christmas
Lights, offers a mix of old-school
decorations accumulated over the
past 28 years and high-tech lighting and sound effects. Guests can
listen to music from the sidewalk
or on 107.9 from the car. Visit californiachristmaslights.com. Nov. 28
to Dec. 29 at 467 Knottingham Cir.
in Livermore.

Handmade for the Holidays

An interactive, virtual experience for family and friends from
the comfort of home, Nutcracker
Online is San Francisco Ballet’s
fantastical, digital holiday offering.
Watch SF Ballet’s spectacular Nutcracker stream in HD, tour the
virtual opera house full of fun activities, send downloadable holiday
snaps to friends and family, enjoy
historical highlights of San Francisco Ballet’s Nutcracker, and learn
steps from the choreography. Now
through Dec. 31. Visit sfballet.org/
productions/nutcracker-online

Nearly two dozen artists from
throughout the Tri-Valley will offer
handmade and one-of-a-kind gifts
at the new “Handmade for the Holidays” Online Art Fair this season.
Hosted by Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center, the new event will
feature a wide range of art works
including fine art, ceramics, jewelry, handmade greeting cards, and
block print art. A variety of fabric
and textile products such as tie-dyed
pieces and wearable art will also be
featured. Now through Dec. 24. Visit
livermorearts.org/online-gallery.

Model Trains at the Depot
The Museum of the San Ramon
Valley in Danville celebrates this
holiday season with the popular
“Christmas Memories” exhibit.
Model trains, including the Polar
Express and Christmas trains, will
appear to the delight of young and
old. Christmas will be celebrated
with Santa and his reindeer sailing
around the ceiling and a moving
Ferris wheel and carousel. Now
through Jan 3. Visit museumsrv.
org. The museum is located at 205
Railroad Ave. in Danville.

Nutcracker Online

Garden of d’Lights 2020
The Ruth Bancroft Garden presents Garden of d’Lights, a safe
outdoor holiday lights exhibit that’s
fun for the entire family. Thousands
of lights and lasers will illuminate the Ruth Bancroft Garden and
transform its cacti, succulents and
trees into magical multicolored botanical sculptures. Fridays through
Sundays, now through Dec. 20.
Visit www.ruthbancroftgarden.org.

returns this year for a safe, physically distanced outdoor celebration
of one of the symbols of the season:
Reindeer. Under twice-hourly snow
flurries, learn about the remarkable
adaptations that allow reindeer to
thrive in frigid Arctic realms and
migrate incredible distances each
year on foot, contrary to popular
belief. Now through Jan. 3. Visit
www.calacademy.org.

Glowfari: A Widly
Illuminating Lantern
Festival
This brand-new, family-friendly experience features hundreds
of larger-than-life animal lanterns
throughout the Oakland Zoo, storytelling the ongoing journey of
wildlife. Dozens of towering and
interactive glowing lanterns await
to entertain and enlighten at every
turn. Take a mile-long socially distanced stroll through the illuminated and dazzling lanterns from
the ice-capped 15-foot tall penguin
corridor to the breathtaking fullsize elephants, giraffes and lions.
Now through Jan. 17. Visit oaklandzoo.org.

Family Photo Day Benefiting
Goodness Village
$50 session fee is a donation to
Goodness Village, a concept encompassing not just housing, but
community building and meaningful employment. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Nov. 28. Visit ninapomeroy.com/
fpd-cv. Crosswinds Church, 1660
Freisman Road, Livermore.

Pleasanton Virtual
Hometown Holiday
Celebration

‘Tis the Season for Science

Join the city of Pleasanton and
TV30 for the debut of the prerecorded broadcast of Pleasanton’s
“Virtual Hometown Holiday Celebration and Tree Lighting.” The
special pre-recorded broadcast will
feature some familiar and new festive holiday performances and the
city’s annual tree lighting countdown with special guest Santa
Claus. 7 p.m., Dec. 5. Visit cityofpleasantonca.gov.

The annual tradition of San Francisco’s California Academy of Science, “’Tis the Season for Science,”

Santa Drive-Thru
Meet & Greet
The Dublin Civic Center will be
transformed into a winter wonderland and guests are invited to
cruise through the lot from the
comfort and safety of their vehicle
and enjoy the lights and sounds of
the season. The final stop will be a
physical distanced visit from Santa
Claus at your vehicle. 6-8 p.m.
Dec. 5. Reserve time slot at dublinrecguide.com. Dublin Civic Center,
100 Civic Plaza, Dublin.

Wreath Making At The Barn

OAKLAND ZOO

The Glowafari is underway at Oakland Zoo.
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Learn to make a living wreath
using a variety of greenery from
native plants and holiday favorites. All supplies will be provided;
two sessions available to limit size.
Sunol Visitor Center, 1895 Geary

SUNSET

City Center Bishop Ranch in San Ramon is getting ready for the holiday season.

Road in Sunol. 10 a.m. and 1:30
p.m. Dec. 5. For information, call
510-544-3249.

limited and currently held virtually. 7:30 p.m., Dec. 7. Contact
829-8770.

A Christmas Carol On Demand Listening

Jim Brickman
Comfort & Joy

For the first time in its 44-year
history, the Bay Area’s favorite holiday tradition, A Christmas Carol,
will come to life as “A Christmas Carol: On Air,” an enthralling
radio play that the whole family can enjoy from the comfort of
home. This timeless story of optimism and redemption will feature
the delightful music, deliciously
spooky ghosts and cast that has
made it a beloved Bay Area holiday
classic. Tickets include an activity
book with a number of themed
activities and games that families
can participate in at home while
listening together. Dec. 5-31. Visit
act-sf.org.

Grammy-nominated songwriter
and piano sensation Jim Brickman
will be taking the nation by storm
this holiday season with the Comfort & Joy Home 2020 Virtual Tour,
blending yuletide memories and
holiday carols with his own hits. 7
p.m., Dec. 10. Visit jimbrickman.
com/san-ramon.

Sounds of the season
with SF Symphony
This year the SF Symphony is
coming to you in your own home.
Celebrate the sounds of the season
with the Symphony broadcast to
your TV. Enjoy all the holiday
music that will get you in the
spirit. Visit sfsymphony.org. Dec.
5, 3:30.

Virtual Visits with Santa
Children will be able to safely
visit with the Santa via live streaming on a large screen located in Alexander Square at City Center Bishop
Ranch. The square will be festively
decorated; children will be able to
socially distance gather, chat with
Santa live and drop letters to him in
a special North Pole mailbox. Saturdays and Sundays beginning Dec. 5.

Guide Dogs for the Blind
Virtual Holiday Celebration
The organization’s annual fundraising event moves online in
2020, and is free to attend. It is
scheduled to feature “ER” actor
Noah Wyle, video stories starring
canine teams from across North
America and a live auction hosted
by Emmy Award-winning TV personality Liam Mayclem. 5-6 p.m.,
Dec. 6. Visit guidedogs.com/events/
virtual-holiday-celebration.

Hope Hospice’s
Free Grief Workshop
Hope Hospice annually offers
a special “Handling the Holidays”
workshop to teach healthy coping strategies to help the bereaved
during this difficult time. Space is

Chanukah Wonderland
Chabad of the Tri-Valley will host
its annual Chanukah Wonderland
at Stoneridge Shopping Center, reenvisioned for 2020 as an outdoor
event on the top floor of the old
Sears parking lot. The large space
will allow the community to spread
for the celebration and menorah
lighting and will also accommodate
higher-risk individuals who wish
to drive in and enjoy the festivities
while remaining in their cars. Dec.
10 at 5:30-7 p.m. Free admission.

Tri-Valley Cultural
Jews Virtual Hanukkah
Celebration
Join for a secular humanistic
menorah lighting and naming ceremony. Bring your menorah and
candles. They will also play dreidel
virtually. Contact Jamie at culturaljews@gmail.com for the registration link. Dec. 11, 7-8 p.m.

Shabbat Hanukkah
Congregation Beth Emek is
livestreaming its Shabbat Hanukkah event on Dec. 11 from 8-9
p.m. “Show your Hanukkiah! Join
us in Zoom for our annual Shabbat Hanukkah service, and light
candles along with other households in the congregation,” reps
said. Registration is required; visit
www.bethemek.org.

Community Hanukkah
Celebration
Congregation Beth Emek is celebrating the Festival of Lights
with its Community Hanukkah
Celebration on Dec. 12 from
6:30-8 p.m. “Learn about different Hanukkah foods and traditions from around the world
shared by fellow congregants.
We’ll also have time to schmooze,
share our own stories, do some
fun activities, and of course, eat
See EVENTS on Page 15

T his Holiday
‘Support local’ campaigns, safe Santa visits among new local experiences

H

BY CIERRA BAILEY

oliday shopping around the
Tri-Valley looks much different this year amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The traditions of long lines at
shopping centers with families waiting to meet Santa Claus or retailers
packed wall-to-wall with customers
buying gifts for their loved ones are
transitioning to curbside pickups
and health-conscious experiences.
City Center Bishop Ranch in San
Ramon, owned and operated by
Sunset Development Company, is
offering a socially distant experience
where children will be able to see
Santa via livestream on a screen that
will be located in Alexander Square,
according to vice president and general manager Charles Martinez.
“The square will be festively decorated and arranged to ensure proper
social distancing,” he said. “Children
will be able to chat with Santa and
drop off letters to him in a special
North Pole mailbox. We’re using
technology to eliminate physical interactions while still providing a really fun family holiday experience.”
While a Christmas tree lighting
celebration will not be taking place
this year, lighted tree forests and holiday decor will be displayed throughout City Center now through Jan. 2.
“A total of 11 Christmas trees
— ranging from 8 feet to 12 feet
high — will be arranged throughout three ‘Christmas Tree Forests’

located in various areas of the center,” Martinez said.
“This arrangement will enable
guests to enjoy beautiful decorations without having large crowds
gather around one Christmas tree,”
he continued, adding that guests
will be required to wear masks at all
times and signage reminding people
to practice safe social distancing will
be in place.
Martinez also noted that this year’s
City Center holiday activities were
designed to be ongoing to allow people the flexibility to visit at their leisure in an effort to avoid large gatherings on specific dates and times.
For in-person shopping, City
Center retailers will continue to follow the strategies they adopted upon
reopening earlier this year, including
limiting the number of customers
allowed inside, requiring shoppers
and employees to wear masks and
encouraging social distancing, Martinez said.
Stoneridge Shopping Center in
Pleasanton and the San Francisco
Premium Outlets in Livermore, both
owned and operated by Simon Property Group, will also be open for inperson Black Friday shopping with
modified hours. Both centers will
be open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. on
Black Friday and resume their normal weekend hours this Saturday
and Sunday.
The option for curbside pickup is

available for various retailers at all
three locations.
Stoneridge is hosting families for
in-person Santa photos this year,
but reservation slots and masks at
all times by Santa, his helpers and
all visitors are among the pandemicsafety protocols in place. Appointments begin this weekend and run
through Dec. 24.
As the larger shopping centers in
the area focus on getting through
Black Friday, local downtowns are
gearing up for Small Business Saturday this weekend. In Pleasanton, the
downtown association has launched
its “Shop Small — Support Local”
campaign in partnership with the
city.
The initiative is an extension of
Small Business Saturday, a nationwide celebration founded by American Express in 2010.
“With COVID-19 restrictions and
the changes from American Express
this year, we have reimagined our
traditional Small Business Saturday
event,” organizers said in a statement. “We will still be promoting
shopping small on Saturday, Nov.
28; however we are expanding beyond just one day and promoting the
importance of shopping small and
supporting local all season long.”
Participating businesses will be
offering monthlong special offers as
well as distributing custom Pleasanton tote bags to shoppers with their

EVENTS

Each day of the 12 days of this promotion, the center will post a photo
in its Instagram and Facebook stories of Santa hiding a special gift
bag in one of the center’s stores. The
hidden gift will be given to the person who is first to find the gift bag.
Dec. 12-24.

Visit To The North Pole

Continued from Page 14

sufganiyot,” organizers said. Visit
www.bethemek.org.

Pleasanton Senior Center
Virtual Holiday Social
Join virtually on Zoom for a Holiday Tea Social. Participate in a justfor-fun, simple craft while sipping
tea. Share a favorite ornament or
holiday treasure. The day before the
social, you will receive a reminder
email with the link to join. To register, call the city’s Recreation Department at 925-931-5340. Event runs
from 1:30-2:30 p.m. on Dec. 11.

Tri-Valley Haven’s
Holiday Program
Tri-Valley Haven has transformed its program to safely provide holiday items and food to the
thousands of residents in economic
need by providing pre-bagged food
and gift cards while practicing social distancing and CDC guidelines. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Dec. 12. For
more information, visit trivalleyhaven.org. Tri-Valley Haven, 3663
Pacific Avenue, Livermore.

12 Days of Giveaways
This year, City Center Bishop
Ranch celebrates its customers and
followers by gifting unique, handselected items to 12 lucky winners.

The Great Yule Log Hunt
Join LARPD ranger Eric for the
26th annual hunt for the fabled
Yule Log with games, merriment
and tales of ancient Yule celebrations. After the hunt, gather around
the fire and make yule logs to take
home. 2 p.m., Dec. 13. Sycamore
Grove Park, 1051 Wetmore Road,
Livermore. Visit larpd.org.

Chanukah Dinner Concert
The city of Livermore, which
hosts the annual city menorah lighting, has partnered with
Chabad of the Tri-Valley to put on
a “Chanukah Dinner Concert” in
the Bankhead Theater Plaza. “8th
Day”, a sought after Jewish band
from Los Angeles, will be performing, a NY Deli Kosher Dinner menu
will be offered, and city and state
officials will be joining for the lighting of Livermore’s Menorah. Each
household or social bubble will
be assigned to a socially-distanced
heated table to enjoy the elegant
dinner concert. 6-8 p.m. Dec. 13;
tickets at www.JewishTriValleycom.

purchase while supplies last. Commemorative drinking mugs are also
being sold online and at Towne Center Books as part of the campaign.
Livermore held its annual “Earlier than the Bird” shopping event
downtown last Saturday with
COVID-19 compliant strategies in
place, including requiring face coverings, promoting social distancing
and following the 25% capacity limit
inside businesses. They also did not
distribute printed lists of participating stores as they’ve done in the past.
Tri-Valley Haven accepted monetary
donations by Venmo or credit card
during the event instead of gifts for
their annual Holiday Program.
While the shopping experiences in Livermore have mostly been
able to continue as planned, other
holiday events have not, like the

cancellation of the city’s Holiday
Sights and Sounds Parade and Tree
Lighting. Instead of the parade,
Livermore Downtown, Inc. is encouraging the community to build
holiday displays outside their homes
and businesses for people to drive by
and view from Dec. 1-24.
The town of Danville, in collaboration with the Danville Area
Chamber of Commerce, is also encouraging residents to buying from
small businesses in town through
its new “I Pledge to Support Local”
campaign.
Officials call on Danville residents
to patronize local businesses — inperson safely, curbside pickup or
online shopping — and also share
about their experiences by posting
stories or photos on social media
with the hashtag #PledgeDanville. Q

We buy gold, silver
& platinum jewelry

Join Santa and Mrs. Claus in the
North Pole in their home and workshop during this immersive, live
theater experience. Each 10-15 time
slot is privately arranged for your
family with photo opportunities.
Dec. 15-23. Visit lesherartscenter.
showare.com. Lesher Center for the
Arts, 1601 Civic Dr, Walnut Creek.

We buy &
sell gold and
silver coins

Mistletoe Mission Hike
Join LARPD ranger Amy for a
four-mile walk in search of mistletoe. Learn about the biology, legends and lore associated with this
plant. All ages welcome. 2 p.m.,
Dec. 20. Visit larpd.org. Sycamore
Grove Park, Livermore.

Holiday Fund
The Pleasanton Weekly’s Holiday
Fund campaign is now underway
and will run into January. With
your contributions, the Weekly,
in partnership with Silicon Valley Community Foundation, will
give grants to six local nonprofits
serving the needs of children and
families in the Pleasanton area.
All funds will be held by Silicon
Valley Community Foundation and
will be tax deductible to the fullest
extent of the law. Donations should
be made payable to the foundation. Credit card gifts may be made
at siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund. Q

High end
watches, coins
& diamonds
FREE quotes • A+ Rating with BBB

SILVER & GOLD

EXCHANGE
4211-3B Rosewood Drive, Pleasanton
925.463.2274

www.silverandgoldc4g.com
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Tri Valley Life

What’s happening around
the Valley in music, theater,
art, movies and more

Women making an impact
Organization forms bonds with nonprofit groups through its grant process
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Impact 100 East Bay is on a
mission. Since 2016 it has united
women in the community to each
contribute $1,000 every year,
which adds up to a substantial
annual grant to help people in
need.
“Our goal is to collectively raise
funds to support unmet charity
needs in Contra Costa and Alameda counties and raise awareness for deserving organizations,”
President Carol Nitz explained.
This year the members chose
Covenant House of California for
a grant of $109,000, to fund
a robust mental health program
for homeless youth served by its
Oakland facility, based on the
success of a similar project in Los
Angeles.
Nonprofit groups apply in one
of five areas: education; health
and wellness; family; arts and
culture; and environmental, recreation and preservation.
“The lion’s share of the applicants fall into health and wellness, and family,” Nitz said.
They receive applications from
60 to 70 nonprofit groups after
holding two information sessions each year, she explained.
That group is narrowed down
to the top 10-15, who are asked
to provide additional data and
financials.
“We do take it seriously,” Nitz
said. “That is a lot of money to
be accountable for. They all have
great ideas but they have to have
the capability to play that out.”
The recipients have two years
to reach their goal with the
$100,000 grant, and they look
for applicants with ideas for programs that can be sustained.
“That’s the concept of such a
big grant,” Nitz said.

Impact 100 East Bay is part of
a national organization started 20
years ago in Cincinnati. The local
group was founded in 2016 by
Nancy Clark, who kicked it off
by gathering some friends in her
living room.
The East Bay chapter started with 55 members, quickly
reached the 100 mark, and continues to grow. It has different
levels of membership, with the
basic $1,000 going toward the
grants and larger amounts used
for scholarships and operating
expenses.
In 2017, the inaugural year, the
grant award was $55,000, which
went to MISSSEY, an organization that supports and advocates
for youth who are victims of sex
trafficking.
For the 2018 grant, the membership had almost doubled so
the amount was $103,000, which
went to Opportunity Junction for
its Roadmap to College program.
This program, in partnership with
Los Medanos College, assists East
Contra Costa high-risk youth,
ages 18-24, in either earning AA
degrees in a technical trade or
transferring to a four-year college.
The 2019 grant for $108,000
was given to CASA (Count Appointed Special Advocates) for
its “Mental Health Program for
Foster Youth.”
“Their idea took off like lightning. They are well on the way to
doing better than we thought they
would,” Nitz said.
As membership increases to
more than 120, the board decided, it would give a second
grant for $20,000 in addition to
the $100,000 impact grant.
But the club does more than
award the grants. Its members
also get to know the nonprofit

groups and become cheerleaders
for them, which leads to other avenues of helping.
“We enjoy personal knowledge
of the community and feel akin
to all of them,” Nitz said. “And
during the pandemic, we are all a
community.”
Some residents in Alameda and
Contra Costa counties have a lot
of need, she noted, as others enjoy
great affluence.
Nitz, who lives in upper Rockridge, is retired from Chevron,
which gave matching funds, and
she said other members also have
that through their workplaces.
“A number of my colleagues at
Chevron have joined,” Nitz said.
“A lot of women are using skills
they’ve found elsewhere that they
can apply in a whole new way.”
“It’s a great way to spread the
wealth where we can,” said Danville resident Judy Lloyd, owner
of Altamont Strategies, who is currently in charge of membership.
“I’ve been a member for one
year. When I went to their gala last
September, I was blown away by
the quality of the people who had
applied,” Lloyd said. “And that passion rubs off on our members.”
Impact 100 East Bay holds an
event in February called “The Big
Reveal,” when the membership
number and grant amount are announced. A second big event takes
place in early September where the
membership meets the grant finalists. Then, after the membership
votes, a third big gathering is the
grant presentation and celebration.
“This year, the February event
was face to face, but everything else
has been on Zoom,” Nitz said.
Lloyd said two things especially
impressed her about Impact 100
East Bay.
“When we saw a need during
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The grant presentation gala this fall included a presentation on Impact 100
East Bay and this year’s recipient, Covenant House of California.
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The Fourth Grant Celebration was held virtually Sept. 30, with members
declaring they were in for 2021, too.

COVID, we gave out nine microgrants, for $500, to nine nonprofits,” she said. “It is not just about
the $100,000; it is about how do
we give back and about the need.
We chose them from people who
had applied before.”
She was also impressed by the
way they dealt with the finalists.
“Before they make their presentations, we coach them,” she

said. “We go through what they
could improve on so when they
come to us they give their best
presentation.”
The grant process is complex but
the goal is simple, Lloyd noted.
“Each woman gives $1,000 and
gets one vote,” she said. “There is
an equity to it because everyone’s
vote counts the same. And everyone is thrilled with the impact.” Q

Museum to feature
photographer virtually
Tao Guan sees Pleasanton ‘as a family that keeps on growing’
Join Museum on Main for “A
Discussion with ...” documentary
street photographer Tao Guan at
7 p.m. next Saturday (Dec. 5)
on the museum’s YouTube Live
Channel.
Participants will watch a slideshow of the 69 images that make
up the museum’s current exhibit,
“The Pleasanton Ones,” and they
will hear from the artist himself
and be able to ask him questions
live through email and YouTube
chat features.

“We were so excited to be open
and showcasing Guan’s work,”
museum education director Sarah
Schaefer said, but on the eve of
the exhibit opening, the museum
had to reclose its doors.
“We really want our community to see Guan’s amazing work
and see how together it documents the spirit of this community through its people, events
and landscapes,” she added.
“We hope people will tune in to
this virtual ‘Discussion with ...’
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program to hear from the artist
and see all 69 images included in
the exhibit.”
Guan is a self-taught photographer with natural talent, who has
been capturing moments in the
life of the Pleasanton community
since he moved to town in 2014.
Guan said he sees Pleasanton
as “a family that keeps on loving
and keeps on growing.”
For more information, visit
www.museumonmain.org. Q

—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

TAO GUAN

Photograph of Pleasant Plaza.
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Foothill student is first female Eagle Scout in Tri-Valley
Swenson-Lennox built benches for Hart MS
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Lauren Swenson-Lennox of
Pleasanton has become the TriValley’s first female Eagle Scout,
completing her Board of Review
on Oct. 30. She is a founding
member of Troop 998G formed
in February 2019, led by Scoutmaster Kimberly Carlson, and
sponsored by Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 6298.
Swenson-Lennox has served as

assistant senior
patrol leader,
troop
guide
and librarian,
and has gone
on backpacking and whitewater
rafting trips, and
learned how
to shoot a rifle
and a shotgun,

Lauren
SwensonLennox

among other skills. Her Eagle
Scout project was leading a team
in building a pair of benches for
the Hart Middle School physical
education department.
She attends Foothill High
School, where she is co-captain
of the dance team, participates in
the Writer’s Club, and has played
on the lacrosse and ice hockey
team, completed a Spartan Trifecta, and been in the Mock Trial

Club. She also has volunteered
with the Exceptional Needs Network and Open Heart Kitchen.
She plans to study sociology in
college.
Due to COVID-19, SwensonLennox will have her official Eagle
Court of Honor at a later date.
Her Eagle Scout Board of Review
included former assemblywoman
Catharine Baker and Tracey Lewis
Taylor, chief operating officer of

Stanford HealthCare-ValleyCare,
who both said they were inspired
by her and were honored to be
involved in recognizing the first
female Eagle Scout.
Swenson-Lennox is the daughter of Andrea Swenson and Michael Lennox, who is training
chairman for the Twin Valley District of the Boy Scouts of America.
He and her brother Alex were
also Eagle Scouts. Q

Arts group recognizes excellence
of young artists
‘Some of their performances actually sparkled’
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
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Marsha Reid (left) and Jenny Buck load up donations for the Tri-Valley
Haven Food Pantry where the need has increased greatly since COVID-19
began.

Assistance League
increases food program
Need is greater than ever,
as COVID-19 takes its toll
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

Assistance League of Amador
Valley is continuing the Food for
Families Program it began five
years ago, finding the need greater
than ever.
“Five years ago, 500 families
were in need of help,” public
relations chairwoman Barbara
Campos noted. “This year due to
COVID-19 the pantry is supporting 1,200 families.”
Assistance League began by
supplying the Tri-Valley Haven
Food Pantry with basic items such
as flour, oil and sugar every two
weeks. Now its volunteers shop
and deliver items to the pantry
weekly.
“We also purchase other items
as our budget allows,” Campos
said. “These are difficult times,
and it is heartwarming to see that
we can make a big difference in
helping our neighbors in need,
especially at this time.”
The Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry is located at 418 Junction Ave.
in Livermore, serving the cities of

Dublin, Livermore and Pleasanton. In addition to the pantry location in Livermore, it also makes
some mobile deliveries.
Campos recalled an individual
coming into the pantry and expressing gratitude.
“They had to decide whether
to pay the rent or buy food,” she
said. “They were thankful that
they had the option to get assistance from the pantry for food so
they could pay their rent and keep
a roof over their family’s head.”
This was before the difficulties
of COVID-19, she added, and
now the need is greater than ever.
“During these trying times, it
is difficult to keep enough inventory on the pantry shelves to help
those in need, even with donations from local businesses,” she
said.
Donations may be made at
www.assistanceleague.org/amador-valley or by mailing a check
to Assistance League of Amador
Valley, P.O. Box 11843, Pleasanton 94566. Q

Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council
faced the challenges of social distancing while evaluating this year’s
51 participants vying for its annual
Youth Excellence in Arts, known as
YEA!
Young artists completed in three
categories: literary, which included
both poetry and short story writing; visual arts, which allowed for
a broad range of media; and music,
which drew a large number of instrumental performers and some
singers.
“We love to champion the talent,
discipline and creativity of Pleasanton’s young artists,” event chairwoman Teri Dunne said. “Some
of their performances and works
actually sparkled.”
The contest had been delayed
since March, and the musicians and
literary performers were asked to
perform online from their homes.
The judges, watching from separate

venues, included Las Positas College professor Jim Ott and Anita
Bergh, emeritus from the Fremont
Unified School District, judging
the literary submissions; and Bob
Williams, conductor of Pleasanton
Community Concert Band, and Lee
Carpenter from Livermore for the
music competition. Board member
Les Duman acted as Zoom host for
the music competition.
Artists Nancy Scotto and Anne
Giancola evaluated the 72 visual
art pieces, which were displayed
in the home of Dunne and curated
by PCAC board member Jan Coleman-Knight and
president Kelly
Cousins.
After
three
days of competition the results
were announced
as follows:
Literary
First place, Milla Zuniga

Dr. Max William Biggs Award: Milla
Zuniga of Amador Valley High for
her short story entitled “Kaleidoscope Silence.”
Second place: Allison Gable of
Amador for her story, “Edge of the
Universe.”
Third place: Jocelyn Zhu of Amador for “All She Did Is Give.”
Music
First place, Rene and Gordon
Smith Award: Haoran (Tony) Li
from Amador on cello.
Second place: Hannah Lee from
Foothill High on piano.
Third place: Mattia Bengtsson
from Amador on French horn.
Visual Arts
First place, Phyllis and William
Wentworth Award: Jocelyn Tao
from Foothill for acrylic painting.
Second place: April Gong from
Amador for drawing.
Third place: Jiahua (Will) Liang
from Foothill for painting and
mixed media. Q
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POLICE BULLETIN
Playgrounds set on fire
at two local parks

PPD

Fire-damaged playground at Hansen Park.

Helen Kuh Changras
of Pleasanton, CA, 90

May 18, 1930 – September 27, 2020
Helen Emily Kuh was
born in Chicago in 1930, the
youngest of three children.
She graduated from New Trier
High School in Winnetka, IL.
In 1948, Helen moved west
to attend Colorado College.
She married the next year in
her hometown of Glencoe,
IL, and moved to Boulder,
then Denver, CO, to raise her
family. In 1960, Helen and
her three children relocated
to the Bay Area to be nearer
to her beloved brother, Fred Kuh, then owner of The Old
Spaghetti Factory and Excelsior Coffee House, and later
of The Savoy Tivoli, in San Francisco’s North Beach.
She and the children lived in Mill Valley and she worked
as a legal secretary for Melvin Belli, joining the exclusive
Belli’s Belles. Helen later moved to Moraga before settling
in Orinda. She devoted many years to managing the Savoy
Tivoli, helping to create a one-of-a-kind community of
friends that still feels like family today.
Helen’s love of the natural world was a big part of
the nurturing she provided her children. She loved all
animals and had a special affinity for birds, especially
hummingbirds. She was also passionate about the arts.
She adored blues and jazz and, in her twenties, sang
professionally. Later in life, classical music was a daily
source of relaxation. She read, attended concerts and
theater, dabbled in many arts and crafts, and knitted and
stitched endlessly.
In addition, Helen was a lifelong lover of culture and
travel. Hawaii and Mexico were among her favorite places
to visit. In 1983, on a weekend trip to the Sierras, she met
Tom Changras. They married the next year and settled in
Pleasanton, where they lived for most of the next 36 years.
Helen appreciated all that Pleasanton had to offer
and participated exuberantly in many community
organizations, including the Pleasanton-Tulancingo Sister
City Program, volunteering and adopting many pets with
Valley Humane Society, playing mah-jongg with friends
from the Senior Center, winning ribbons for her stitching
and her roses at the Alameda County Fair, and attending
the Fair every summer.
Helen had an extraordinarily generous spirit and
thrived on bringing joy to others. She is survived by her
loving husband Tom of 36 years, children Kathleen “Kea”
(Kenn Hochstetler) of Tallahassee, FL; January (Sam
Whitehead) of Waimea (Kamuela), HI; and Rick (Becky
Clark) of Anchorage, AK, as well as 11 grandchildren, and
6 great-grandchildren.
Memorial donations may be made to Valley Humane
Society or Guide Dogs for the Blind.
PA I D
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Playground equipment at two
Pleasanton parks were set on fire in a
pair of apparent arson incidents this
month, police said last week.
The most recent fire was reported
around 2:30 a.m. last Friday at Hansen Park at 5697 Black Ave., where
the play structure sustained significant fire damage — estimated at over
$75,000 worth of damage, according
to Lt. Kurt Schlehuber of the Pleasanton Police Department.
That was preceded by a suspicious
fire discovered early in the morning
on Nov. 8 at Creekside Park (5601 W.
Las Positas Blvd.), where someone set
fire to the swing set some time during
the night, according to Schlehuber.
“At this time, these two fires are
being investigated as arsons. Initial
analysis of evidence at the scene
indicates both fires were intentionally set,” the lieutenant said.

“Investigators are currently working through available leads and reviewing several surveillance videos
provided to the department by our
community.”
It was not immediately clear
whether the same culprit or culprits
were involved in both incidents.
“That is a real possibility. Since
they occurred so close in time and
the M.O. is the same, we think they
may be related,” Schlehuber told the
Weekly.
Schlehuber said anyone with information about either incident should
call Pleasanton PD at 925-931-5100.

In other news
• A Livermore man facing charges
for two cold-case sexual assaults in
the East Bay died on Nov. 19 from injuries sustained in a suicide attempt
that occurred one week earlier in the
hours after the crimes’ survivors testified against him in court, according
to prosecutors.
The case against Gregory Paul Vien
first gained attention after authorities
announced his arrest last year in the

Helen Ann Perry

November 24, 1931 – November 14, 2020
Helen Ann Perry, age 88,
formerly of Saratoga, CA, passed
away peacefully on November 14,
2020 at Sunrise of Pleasanton in
Pleasanton, CA. Helen was born
in St. Cloud, MN on November
24, 1931 to William and Rosemary
(Schumacher)
Litchy.
Helen
graduated from St. Cloud Cathedral
High School, received a nursing
degree (RN) from the College of
St. Catherine in St. Paul, MN and
completed anesthesia training at St.
Joseph Hospital in St. Paul.
Helen married James Perry on September 8, 1953 and moved to
California where she worked as a nurse anesthetist at Fort Miley
VA Hospital in San Francisco. They eventually settled in Saratoga
where they raised their family.
Helen was a member of Saratoga Country Club where she
played golf, served as chair of House and Grounds in the Saratoga
Foothill Club, and belonged to PEO (Philanthropic Education
Organization), LOTE and Tokalon clubs.
Her hobbies included reading, golf, computers, traveling, and
playing bridge. Her passion was to learn something new every
day. Helen loved fine jewelry and loved seeing other people
wearing it. She earned her GIA degree, appraised jewelry and
traveled the world to purchase fine gems. She taught classes on
caring for jewelry and had her own jewelry business.
Helen was an attentive wife to her husband for 48 years, a
loving mother to her children and a caring grandmother. She was
gracious, smart, kind and loving.
Helen was preceded in death by her husband (Jim); her son
(Jim); her parents (William and Rosemary Litchy); and her sister
(Mary Winterbottom). Helen is survived by daughter Eileen
(Christopher) Shaddix; daughter Linda (Guido) Villanueva;
grandchildren Richard, Laurel, Kelly, James, Brookey, William,
and Thomas; siblings John (Bette) Litchy, Gretchen (Barry) Reid,
William (Patricia) Litchy, and Susan Grey; and several nieces and
nephews and her beloved dog, Gigi.
The family would like to thank the staff of Sunrise of Pleasanton
for their excellent and caring care of Helen, especially through
this difficult year.
Due to COVID, funeral services will be restricted to immediate
family.
In lieu of flowers, donations to the American Heart Association
or your favorite charity is requested.
PA I D
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1997 crimes based on new evidence
that included a DNA sample collected from a used Baskin-Robbins
ice cream spoon.
“The survivors of these sexual
assaults showed great courage in
coming to court to face the man
who attacked and terrorized them
23 years ago. Both women lived for
all these years without knowing who
assaulted her or seeing him brought
to justice,” Alameda County District
Attorney Nancy O’Malley said in a
statement last Friday.
“The police agencies never stopped
investigating these heinous crimes in
order to keep the victim-survivors
and the communities of Livermore
and Union City safe. We applaud
their dedication, tenacity and the
excellent investigative work that led
to the arrest of and charges against
Gregory Paul Vien,” O’Malley added.
Melissa E. Adams, Vien’s attorney,
told the Weekly last Friday, “I would
ask the community to please respect
the family at this time. They are
good people and they have suffered
so much in this last year. They are
shocked and completely devastated
at this loss.”
“None of this is, however, to minimize the tragedies experienced by
the victims, but rather to suggest that
closure in this manner is not what
anyone wanted,” Adams said.
Vien, 61, who had pleaded not
guilty to the crimes, had been out of
custody for the past seven months
after an Alameda County judge ordered his release in April — over
prosecutors’ objection — under the
zero-bail policy instituted for certain inmates during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Meanwhile, the criminal case kept
proceeding through the system with
Vien out of jail, with his preliminary
hearing beginning on Nov. 12 and
featuring testimony from both survivors. But as the hearing was set to
continue the next day, the court was
informed that Vien was hospitalized
with serious injuries from a nail
gun sustained in a suicide attempt,
O’Malley said.
Vien died from those self-inflicted
injuries in the hospital on Nov. 19,
according to the DA.
The case against Vien is now dismissed, as is required under the law
when a defendant dies while the
charges are pending and there has
been no conviction, according to
O’Malley.
“Mr. Vien’s untimely death is not
an occurrence to be celebrated by
anyone with a shred of humanity.
Only a truly disturbed individual
rejoices in the death of another,”
Adams said.
“I want to take the opportunity to
remind this community that people
are innocent until proven guilty. Mr.
Vien was accused of these offenses,
but not convicted. Although that distinction may feel irrelevant in the face
of his death, it is still an important distinction,” the defense attorney added.
The crimes occurred within four
months of each other in 1997.
A 41-year-old woman in Union
City was attacked on May 6, 1997
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while walking to BART after work,
dragged into a secluded area and
sexually assaulted, according to authorities. Union City police obtained
a sample of the suspect’s DNA from
the victim’s clothing.
Then Sept. 15, 1997, a 22-year-old
woman was attacked and sexually assaulted while walking near Livermore
High School. Detectives in Livermore
also collected a DNA sample.
Both cases went cold, and the culprit’s identity was unknown for more
than two decades.
Then, investigators made a break
in 2019 when the Livermore police forensics team sent their DNA
sample to a private laboratory, which
conducted a genetic genealogy search
of the private database — with preliminary results yielding a possible
relative to the 1997 perpetrator.
Livermore police soon targeted
maintenance worker Vien as their
prime suspect, conducted extensive
surveillance and collected a sample
of his DNA from a discarded BaskinRobbins spoon. The subsequent tests
resulted in matches to the Livermore
and Union City assaults, according to
authorities.
Vien was arrested on Nov. 5, 2019
at his home in Livermore on a slew
of charges and special allegations for
the two 1997 crimes.
Vien remained in the Santa Rita
Jail with bail set at $2.5 million until
late April when Alameda County Superior Court Judge Thomas Reardon
granted a defense request to have
Vien released on his own recognizance to his Livermore residence due
to health factors that made him at
risk for COVID-19 infection during
the pandemic if he stayed in jail.
The decision, which came despite
objections from the DA’s office, drew
criticism from authorities and residents in the Tri-Valley, including a
scathing public letter by Livermore
Mayor John Marchand.
Vien was reportedly remanded to
stay at home with an ankle monitor
and only allowed to leave for court
appearances or to meet with his
attorneys.
The defendant was back in court
at the Rene C. Davidson Courthouse
in Oakland two weeks ago for the
start of his preliminary hearing — a
court session during which a judge
decides if there’s enough evidence to
force a defendant to stand trial on the
charges.
Both survivors testified in open
court with Vien and his attorney
present on Nov. 12, according to
O’Malley. The second survivor was
scheduled to complete her testimony
on Nov. 13, but the proceedings
were halted when the court learned
Vien was in the hospital, according
to O’Malley.
The Livermore man shot himself
several times with a nail gun in a suicide attempt, sustaining significant
injuries, according to O’Malley. Vien
died of those self-inflicted wounds
on Nov. 19.
“As such, the case must be dismissed,” O’Malley said.
• The Livermore Police Department is investigating after a local man

was found dead on the property of
Las Positas College last Friday in an
apparent suicide in public.
The incident is believed to have
occurred on Friday between 8-9:35
a.m. at the community college on
Campus Hill Drive in Livermore, according to Officer Taylor Burruss.
The man — described only as a
Livermore resident in his 60s — was
not a student nor a faculty member
at Las Positas, and it is unclear why
the college was the location, according to Burruss.
The case is being investigated as
an apparent suicide, with an official
report from the Alameda County
Coroner’s Bureau pending, according
to Burruss.
Editor’s note: If you or somebody
you know are in crisis, contact Crisis
Support Services of Alameda County’s 24-hour confidential crisis line at
800-309-2131 or CrisisSupport.org,
or the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 800-273-8255, via text at
800-799-4889, chat or at SuicidePreventionLifeline.org. Q
—Jeremy Walsh

Leo Roy Barsotti

FD #429

LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED SINCE 1891

Burial & Cremation
Celebration of Life
Services
Reception Facilities
Advance Planning
Made Easy
for a free consultation
or in-home visit call

Deanna Moser

925.846.5624
to view our facilities visit:

www.grahamhitch.com

4167 First Street,
Pleasanton FD#429

Shirley Ann Hack

June 8, 1935 – November 7, 2020
Shirley Hack, a matriarch
like no other, has passed on
unexpectedly.
Shirley lived a full life.
She was born and raised
in San Francisco where she
met her husband Robert
Hack at a roller rink. They
were married 56 years
before Bob passed in 2010.
Shirley and Bob moved to
Pleasanton where she began
the job title that knew no
hourly restraints: Home
Maker. They raised three
children in their home on
Walnut Dr. where they lived out their respective days.
Shirley had one of most beloved Christmas scenes on Candy
Cane Lane, complete with a moving Merry-go-round and
Ferris-wheel. She loved the happiness it brought to families
each year, including her own!. She loved to travel and to
entertain. Her fair-time backyard barbeques are legendary.
To Shirley, everyone was family. When you showed up
for what was planned to be a small family dinner, the green
spaghetti on the table could have fed the whole street.
Everyone was welcome at the table, as long as you could take a
joke. She was everything to her family and more. And now, we
are tasked to find a way to carry on in her absence and to be
even half the person she was.
Shirley is survived by her three children, Kim Chanu,
Karen Munoz, & Robert Hack; their spouses, Carlos Chanu,
Bill Cain, & April Hack; her grandchildren Sam Munoz, Alex
Vazquez, Robert Munoz, and Austin & Sydney Chanu; her
grandson-in-laws Mags Vazquez & Gregg Hallinan; her greatgrandchildren Blake, Mags Jr., & Bryce Vazquez and Eva &
Ronan Hallinan; and last but not least, by her beloved dog
Maggie, who she cooked dinner for every night (just like she
did for all of her past four-legged friends). People always joked
that Shirley’s dogs ate better than most humans.
A small family-only service was held in Shirley’s honor. If
you knew Shirley, you would know that she loved her flowers,
but she loved her dogs much more. Therefore, in lieu of
flowers, let’s help all the animals who never got a chance to
have a Shirley Hack home-cooked meal and make a donation
in her name to the “Tri-Valley Animal Rescue” PO Box 11143,
Pleasanton, CA 94588.
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December 1, 1928 – November 4, 2020
Leo
Barsotti
was
born December 1, 1928
in Bakersfield, CA to
Natalie and Clay Barsotti,
immigrants from Italy.
In 1945 his family moved
to Santa Rosa, CA.
His
natural
curiosity
and interest in science
converged and he dreamed
of becoming a chemist or a
science teacher. After two
years at Santa Rosa Junior
College he transferred into
the Chemistry department at UC Berkeley, graduating in
1950. Soon after he began his 40+year career as a chemist.
In 1955 he married Mary Cerro and within a few
short years their family grew to five with Cathy, Peggy
and Jim. He often said that Mary and the kids were the
best things that ever happened to him. In 1957 he joined
Kaiser Aluminum where he worked for almost 35 years.
During his working career as a chemist he enrolled in
the MBA program at St. Mary’s College, graduating in
1978. He retired in 1991 to explore new opportunities and
enjoy more travel with Mary. One of those opportunities
was becoming the science teacher at Sunol Glen School.
Teaching science to children became one of his greatest
challenges and joys. Leo served as an inspiration and role
model for many chemists and budding scientists he met in
the children he taught.
His contributions outside the field of chemistry were
also noteworthy and a testimony to his kind and giving
character. He and Mary volunteered many hours to help
start a local hospice organization with Leo drafting
the early non-profit documents. This small volunteer
organization grew into what today is Hope Hospice (which
provided helpful care for Leo in his last days). Deeply
appreciative of the opportunity for higher education,
he served for many years on the alumni board of St.
Mary’s College. A member of the Catholic Community of
Pleasanton, St. Augustine Church, for 55 years, he served
the church in various capacities.
Leo loved traveling near and far, whether it be a road
trip or by plane. During their San Mateo years, the family
trips to Coyote Point Park to play became an opportunity
to quiz the kids on the name and design of commercial jets
flying into San Francisco Airport and imagine from where
they were traveling. He was a voracious reader, a lover of
museums, and a student of history. He enjoyed spending
time with family and friends, especially his Center for
Technology colleagues and donut shop buddies. Prompted
by his wife, he became an avid walker, until he broke his
hip in January of 2020.
Leo is survived by his wife Mary; his daughter, Catherine
(Robert Johnston); his daughter Peggy (Marty McCaslin);
and his son James (Carme Barsotti); four granddaughters
Rachel Seymour, Ruth Barsotti, Rebecca Barsotti and Faith
Barsotti; and his sister Gloria Mahler (Charles Mahler)
as well as many nephews and nieces. He and his endless
curiosity about all of life will be greatly missed.
Due to pandemic regulations, the funeral and graveside
services were held on November 13, 2020 at St. Augustine
Church, Pleasanton and Skylawn Memorial Park, San
Mateo, with a limited number of immediate family and
long-time friends. The family has asked that memorial
donations be made to St. Mary’s College of Moraga, CA
(https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/giving), Hope Hospice of
Dublin, CA (https://hopehospice.com/donate/onlinedonation-form/) or a charity of your choice.
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BY NICOLE TAYLOR

Holiday Fund: Looking to the
future with hope and resilience

T

here is no denying that 2020
has been a difficult year. Families in our communities have
faced health challenges and even the
deaths of loved ones from COVID19, and the pandemic has devastated the economy. The West Coast
has confronted a record-breaking
fire season. The murder of George
Floyd in May started a nationwide
reckoning regarding racial injustice.
And we have just come through a
contentious election, showing us just
how deeply divided our country is.
On top of all that, our region still
faces ongoing challenges: affordable

housing, food insecurity, and equity in education,
to name a few.
Yet, the Bay
Area has long
been known for
its
innovative
spirit, its problem-solving ability and its resilience.
We take care of our neighbors — as
has been evident in this extraordinary
year, when the community has come
together to support the members
most affected by the multiple crises
we have faced.

One role Silicon Valley Community Foundation fills in our community
is helping get aid to the people in the
community who need it most. That’s
why once again this year, SVCF is
proud to partner with the Pleasanton
Weekly on the annual Holiday Fund
campaign — a great way to help
those in need locally. Your generous
gift to the fund will support causes
including community health services,
nutrition programs, animal shelters,
and safety net services.
SVCF’s efforts are both local, like
the Holiday Fund, and regional. In
all cases, we help direct funding and
resources to the people and organizations who need it most, including nonprofits that help low-income
workers, undocumented immigrants,
people facing food insecurity, and
those who need housing assistance.
We have worked with community
partners and donors to respond to
several challenges this past year.

As the COVID-19 pandemic
caused enormous health and economic hardship across our region,
SVCF channeled donor support to
more than 370 nonprofit organizations working on the front lines.
SVCF’s fundraising helped provide
food assistance to more than 626,000
residents in 10 Bay Area counties, as
well as housing support to more than
31,000 households.
SVCF has also worked to elevate
the voices of community leaders of
color in the wake of George Floyd’s
murder. We created a giving guide
that supports Black-led organizations
focused on health, education and
cultural programs for the Black community — organizations that have
received more than $3 million from
our donors in recent months.
And after the CZU, SCU and other
lightning-induced fires affected our
region, SVCF set up a Wildfire Relief
Fund to provide emergency grants to
local nonprofits that are helping those
affected.
Our community members once
again stepped up with funds and allowed us to provide grants to groups
providing immediate relief: search
and rescue, shelters, and financial assistance for victims. Other grants focused on the recovery phase, helping
with issues such as rehousing, mental
health services, and legal services.

Still others went to groups looking
to the long term, helping rebuild
homes, workplaces and infrastructure
— as well as planning for resiliency
and preparedness for when the next
wildfire season strikes.
That’s what SVCF does: provide an
avenue for generous donors to give
back to the community. And that’s
what community members do: put
together both large and small gifts
to help their neighbors get through
tough times.
You may be wondering how you
can help. One way is to support
local nonprofits, who are doing critical work in our community. Many
nonprofits are seeing the number of
volunteers decrease due to COVID19, just as they need help the most.
Volunteering, if you are able, is a great
way to give back. Another option is to
make a financial donation. Your gift
will support their efforts year-round,
and the Holiday Fund is a great way
to support multiple nonprofits.
As we look to next year with hope
and optimism, know that together,
we can make a difference, addressing
our local and regional challenges and
building a stronger, more equitable,
and more inclusive community. Q
Editor’s note: Nicole Taylor is president
and CEO of Silicon Valley Community
Foundation. To learn more,
visit www.siliconvalleycf.org.

UPCOMING MEETING
City Council Meeting
Tuesday, December 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
• PUBLIC HEARING: Adopt a resolution levying the
Downtown Pleasanton Business Improvement District
Assessment for 2021
• PUBLIC HEARING: Review the Planning Commission’s
approval of applications P19-0128/P19-0129 for a Design
Review and Conditional Use Permit to modify an existing
self-storage facility (Public Storage) as follows: 1) demolish
ZL]LUL_PZ[PUNZ[VYHNLI\PSKPUNZHUKVѝJL"JVUZ[Y\J[H
ZX\HYLMVV[VѝJL"JVUZ[Y\J[H ZX\HYLMVV[
VULZ[VY`Z[VYHNLI\PSKPUN"JVUZ[Y\J[H ZX\HYL
MVV[[OYLLZ[VY`Z[VYHNLI\PSKPUN"HUKJVUZ[Y\J[YLSH[LKZP[L
PTWYV]LTLU[ZH[:[HUSL`)S]KHUKJVUZPKLYHKVW[PVU
VMHYLZVS\[PVUHWWYV]PUNHYLK\J[PVUPUHќVYKHISLOV\ZPUN
fees for the project
• Award an operator agreement to Black Tie Transportation
to assume management and day-to-day responsibilities
for Pleasanton Paratransit Service (PPS) for a three-year
HNYLLTLU[UV[[VL_JLLK  HUKPMULJLZZHY`
authorize the City Manager to: 1) negotiate terms for
two additional years and, 2) negotiate Americans with
Disabilities Act PPS transports to Livermore Amador Valley
;YHUZP[(\[OVYP[`HUKHWWYV]LHUKL_LJ\[LHU`YLX\PYLK
agreement change order(s) for a not to exceed amount of
$179,280 (approximately 20% of the operator agreement) for
program adjustments
• Approve policy direction to begin the design process for a
skatepark at Ken Mercer Sports Park

To explore more about Pleasanton,
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov
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Sports

Pleasanton Preps sponsored by

846-8802
RoseHotel.net

469-6266
EddiePapas.com

PLEASANTON
PREPS

BY DENNIS MILLER

Decision to postpone high school
sports again makes me ‘as mad as hell’
Dec. 7 date pushed out amid pandemic
At the extreme risk of dating
myself, I remember the great scene
from the movie “Network” (1976)
where the late actor Peter Finch,
playing a news anchor who hit
his breaking point in dealing with
everything going on in the country,
goes off script and tells the audience the following:
“I want you to get up right now.
Sit up. Go to your windows. Open
them and stick your head out and
yell — ‘I’m as mad as hell and
I’m not gonna take this anymore!’
Things have got to change. But
first, you’ve gotta get mad! You’ve
got to say, ‘I’m as mad as hell, and
I’m not gonna take this anymore!’”
Sound familiar? Maybe a little
like what we are going through
now? The issues that provoked
Finch have changed, but the anger
is growing to the same level.
It sure does resonate with me.
For the sake of this column, I
will touch on high school athletics,
and high school athletics alone.
Late last week, the word came
down that high school sports are
being pushed back once again.
Dec. 7 was the first date for sports
to resume, but now they are
“postponed.”
This is garbage.
Club sports continue, often
using high school facilities for
practice. It’s also getting more consistent for these local club teams to
travel out of state for tournaments
and come back fine.

Yet this is lost on decision-makers.
With high school sports, at least
the kids had Dec. 7 as the carrot
to point their hopes toward. Now
that is gone and who knows when
they will have another hope to
cling to, if one even arises.
So, where do we direct our
anger?
It is not the Pleasanton Unified
School District, as they have their
hands tied by the Alameda County
Public Health Department.
In my heart of hearts, I believe
PUSD would love to see the kids
competing. They regularly hear
from upset parents and know what
it would mean to Pleasanton. High
school sports have always been
one of the fabrics that makes this
community great.
California’s “do as I say, not as
I do” mentality is creating a lack
of credible leadership in the state
and that is trickling down to the
respective counties.
What always has me “as mad as
hell” is when people sitting behind
desks make life-altering decisions
for others who are out trying to
live life. Now, it is affecting our
kids.
I am not alone with these feelings. Parents are getting upset, as
are the coaches.
The coaches feel they are swimming in quicksand and are trying
to push back. Many coaches are
working together in a new organization called the West Coast

PET OF THE WEEK
Meet Piglet
With her beautiful
brown speckled white
fur and her enchanting
eyes, 4-year-old Piglet
is sure to capture your
attention. She’s 52
pounds of sweetness all
wrapped up into one
package. She’s looking
for a patient owner
who will take things
slow with her, but
she’ll be nudging for
cuddles in no time. Her
adoption fee is waived;
visit eastbayspca.org.

Coaching Alliance.
James Logan High School football coach Ricky Rodriguez is the
driving force behind the WCCA,
an organization that now has over
500 members. They count not only
high school coaches as members,
but band directors and middle
school coaches as well.
For Rodriguez what is happening currently runs deep.
“For me this is personal,” Rodriguez said of the shutdown of both
schools and athletics. “I see the affects of kids not being able to go to
school, not just academically, but
socially as well. A lot of kids are
struggling.”
Rodriguez, a 2003 graduate of
Washington High in Fremont, has
been running conditioning camps
at Logan for 15 weeks with 100
student-athletes. In that span,
they have not had one player test
positive.
“I know some people think we
are running around unorganized,”
Rodriguez said. “But that’s not the
case at all. We spend 40 minutes
every single day checking the kids
in, taking temperatures and making sure they are all safe.”
In the day and age where
peoples’ motives are questioned
regularly in hopes of discrediting a point of view, most coaches
stand above reproach. High school
coaches do not take on any position to make money but do it for
the good of the kids
“We ask so much of our studentathletes, like homework, studying and practice when it’s regular
times,” Rodriguez said. “In times
like these, we need to go to bat for
them — they deserve it.”
The WCCA needs your help.
“We can only do so much as
coaches,” Rodriguez said. “If the
parents send emails or call the (decision-makers), it can really help.”
For more information on the
WCCA and how to get involved,
please contact Rodriguez at Loganhighfootball@gmail.com. Q
Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a
contributing sports writer for the
Pleasanton Weekly. To contact him
about his “Pleasanton Preps” column,
email acesmag@aol.com.

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
Achievers Home Loans
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574002
The following person doing business
as: Achievers Home Loans, 3171 E. Ruby
Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County
of Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Jasbir S. Gujral, 3171 E.
Ruby Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted by Jasbir S.
Gujral, an Individual. Registrant began
transacting business under the fictitious
business name listed herein May 18, 2004.
Signature of Registrant: Jasbir Gujral,
Broker. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on October 23,
2020. (Pleasanton Weekly, November 6,
13, 20, 27, 2020.)
Achievers Realty
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574005
The following person doing business
as: Achievers Realty, 3171 E. Ruby Hill
Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of
Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Jasbir Gujral, 3171 E.
Ruby Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted by Jasbir
Gujral an Individual. Registrant has not
yet begun to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed herein.
Signature of Registrant: Jasbir Gujral,
Broker. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on October 23,
2020. (Pleasanton Weekly, November 6,
13, 20, 27, 2020.)
Help U Sell Achievers
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574004
The following person doing business
as: Help U Sell Achievers, 3171 E. Ruby
Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County
of Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Meena Gujral, 3171 E.
Ruby Hill Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted by Meena
Gujral, an Individual. Registrant has not
yet begun to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed herein.
Signature of Registrant: Meena Gujral,
Broker. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on October 23,
2020. (Pleasanton Weekly, November 6,
13, 20, 27).
Aje’s Japanese Steak House
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574026
The following person doing business as:
Aje’s Japanese Steak House, 6770 Santa
Rita Road, Pleasanton, CA 94588, County
of Alameda, is hereby registered by
the following owner: Nomad MGL Inc.,
2588 Lake Tahoe Blvd., S. Lake Tahoe,
CA, 96150, California. This business
is conducted by Nomad MGL Inc., a
Corporation. Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the fictitious
business name listed herein. Signature
of Registrant: Tuya Altangerel, President.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October 26, 2020.
(Pleasanton Weekly, November 13, 20, 27,
Dec. 4, 2020.)
Briner & Associates Investigations
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 574191
The following person doing business
as: Briner & Associates Investigations,
3263 Vineyard Avenue #48, Pleasanton,
CA 94566, County of Alameda, is hereby
registered by the following owner: Robert
Allen Briner, 3263 Vineyard Avenue #48,

Pleasanton, CA 94566. This business is
conducted by Robert Allen Briner, an
Individual. Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the fictitious
business name listed herein. Signature
of Registrant: Robert Allen Briner,
Qualified Manager-Private Investigator.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October 30, 2020.
(Pleasanton Weekly, November 13, 20, 27,
Dec. 4, 2020.)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF: KATHLEEN O’SHEA LUDWIG
also known as KATHLEEN O’LUDWIG and
KATHLEEN LUDWIG
Case No.: RP14724868 To all heirs,
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or
estate, or both, of KATHLEEN O’SHEA
LUDWIG also known as KATHLEEN
O’LUDWIG and KATHLEEN LUDWIG. A
Petition for Probate has been filed by:
LINDA D. ADAMS in the Superior Court
of California, County of ALAMEDA. The
Petition for Probate requests that: LINDA
D. ADAMS be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate
of the decedent. The petition requests
authority to administer the estate under
the Independent Administration of
Estates Act.(This authority will allow
the personal representative to take
many actions without obtaining court
approval.Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority. A HEARING on the petition
will be held on JANUARY 4, 2021 at 9:45
a.m. in Dept. 202 of the Superior Court of
California, County of Alameda, located at
2120 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley,
CA 94704. If you object to the granting
of the petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or file
written objections with the court before
the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney. If you are a
creditor or a contingent creditor of the
decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court
within the later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of letters
to a general personal representative, as
defined in section 58 (b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code. Other California
statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to
consult with an attorney knowledgeable
in California law. You may examine the
file kept by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A Request
for Special Notice form is available from
the court clerk. Attorney for Petitioner:
Bart J. Schenone, Temmerman, Cilley&
Kohlmann, LLP, 140 Town & Country Drive,
Ste. A, Danville, CA 94526. (925) 5293999. (Pleasanton Weekly, November 27,
December 4 & 11.)

The Pleasanton Weekly is adjudicated
to publish in Alameda County.
Public Hearing Notices Resolutions • Bid Notices
Notices of Petition to Administer Estate
Lien Sale • Trustee’s Sale

Deadline is Monday at noon.
Call Gina Channell at 925-600-0840 for assistance
with your legal advertising needs.

EAST BAY SPCA
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REAL ESTATE

Local J. Rockcliff acquired by
Silicon Valley brokerage
Merger leaves Sereno with over 500 agents
producing nearly $5B in annual sales
BY PLEASANTON WEEKLY STAFF

4558 2nd St, Pleasanton
Don’t miss owning a home in the highly sought,
HISTORICAL 2nd St neighborhood. Gorgeous
farmhouse style property on an oversized
lot (over 1/4 acre, 11,888 s.f.) Completely
remodeled in 2010, features 4 bdrm. 2 full
baths and 2 half baths (downstairs bdrm./
VѝJL^P[OHWWYV_ZMVMSP]PUNZWHJL.VYNLV\ZL_WHUZP]LNV\YTL[RP[JOLUI`2P[JOLU
Design Concepts, featuring custom cabinets, Esmeralda granite countertops include huge
PZSHUK^P[OZLJVUKHY`ZPUR3H*VYU\L-YLUJOYHUNL^HYTPUNKYH^LYWHZ[HWV[^H[LYÄSSLY
VULM\SSZPaL)VZJOKPZO^HZOLYWS\ZHKYH^LYZ[`SL-PZOLY7H`RLSKPZO^HZOLYMVYZTHSSSVHKZ
:OH^MHYTOV\ZLZPUR.YVOLÄ_[\YLZHUKZVSPK^VVKÅVVYZ6WLUSP]PUNJVUJLW[^P[OSHYNL
MHTPS`YVVT^P[ONHZI\YUPUNÄYLWSHJL^P[OJ\Z[VTTHU[SLO\NL5HUV^HSSNSHZZKVVYZ[OH[
VWLUJVTWSL[LS`HSVUN[OL^OVSLIHJR^HSSH^VUKLYM\S^H`[VIYPUN[OLV\[KVVYZPUHUK
PUKVVYZV\[.VYNLV\ZZVSPK^VVKÅVVYZ[OYV\NOV\[[OLLU[PYLOVTLL_JLW[IH[OZ,_WHUZP]L
THZ[LY^P[OÄYLWSHJLHUKZP[[PUNHYLHJ\Z[VTOPZOLYZJSVZL[Z/\NLTHZ[LYIH[O^P[OZVHRPUN
[\IHUKZ[LHTZOV^LY>VUKLYM\SIHJR`HYK^P[OWVVSHUKI\PS[PU;^PU,HNSLNYPSSPZSHUK.YLH[
ZLJVUKZ[VY`KLJR^P[OL_WHUZP]L]PL^Z)LH\[PM\SSHYNLMYVU[WVYJOMVYYLSH_PUNHUKLUQV`PUN[OL
neighborhood.

Listed at $2,229,000

Claudia Colwell

J. Rockcliff Realtors
(925) 323-5031
claudia@claudiacolwell.com
BRE #00933313

Professionalism with a Personal Touch

J. Rockcliff Realtors, with offices in Pleasanton, Danville and a number of other East
Bay communities, was recently acquired by
Sereno Group.
Founded in 2006, Sereno Group is an independently owned and locally operated real
estate brokerage with seven offices and 365
agents in Silicon Valley and the Santa Cruz
coast.
Combined with J. Rockcliff offices, the two
firms will include more than 500 real estate
agents producing nearly $5 billion in annual
sales.
J. Rockcliff’s President and CEO Jeff

Sposito said the merger is “a great void and
opportunity for quality, independent, likeminded firms to come together and focus on
what’s best for the agents and clients in the
long run. We view this collaboration with
Sereno Group as the perfect platform to build
our momentum from here.”
“There has been a glaring void created by
mass consolidation and driven largely by
venture capital-backed firms who ultimately
have a different priority aim,” said Chris Trapani, co-founder and CEO of Sereno Group.
“We are convinced it is not in a real estate
agents’ or customers’ best interest, whether
they recognize this reality yet or not.” Q

SALES AT A GLANCE

Pleasanton (Sept. 11)

Dublin (Sept. 11)

Total sales reported: 5
Lowest sale reported: $680,000
Highest sale reported: $2,300,000
Average sales reported: $1,250,000

Total sales reported: 6
Lowest sale reported: $672,500
Highest sale reported: $1,367,000
Average sales reported: $900,250

Livermore (Sept. 11)

San Ramon (Oct. 12-16)

Total sales reported: 9
Lowest sale reported: $585,000
Highest sale reported: $1,549,000
Average sales reported: $790,000

Total sales reported: 23
Lowest sale reported: $470,000
Highest sale reported: $1,675,000
Average sales reported: $906,000
Source: California REsource

Linda Futral

Kat Gaskins

Marti Gilbert

Janice Habluetzel

Jessica Johnson

925.980.3561
linda.futral@compass.com
lindafutral.com
DRE 01257605

925.963.7940
kat@katgaskins.com
katgaskins.com
DRE 01137199

925.216.4063
marti@homesbymarti.com
compass.com
DRE 01520061

925.699.3122

408.455.1697

janice.habluetzel@compass.com

jessica.johnson@compass.com

janicetherealtor.com
DRE 01385523

realtybyjessica.com
DRE 01723385

Jo Ann Luisi

Lily McClanahan

Kris Moxley

Maureen Nokes

Linda Traurig

925.321.6104
joann.luisi@compass.com
joannluisi.com
DRE 01399250

925.209.9328

925.519.9080
kris.moxley@compass.com
moxleyrealestate.com
DRE 00790463

925.577.2700

925.382.9746
linda.traurig@compass.com
lindatraurig.com
DRE 01078773

Susie Steele
925.413.9306
susie.steele@compass.com
compass.com
DRE 01290566

lily.mcclanahan@compass.com

compass.com
DRE 01975835

maureen.nokes@compass.com

compass.com
DRE 00589126

Don Faught
Vice President/Managing Broker
925.251.1111
dfaught@apr.com
DRE 00971395

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group
of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009.

Your home. Our mission.
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#toaWppWdbWpsdVO_lOyOo|dbObMsVOWol_BKOWbsVO
world Compass is continuing to expand our California
loOpObKOsVodtUVbOzlBosbOopVWlpzWsV_dKB_oap_BWb
Pinel Realtors®Û+BoBUdbÛBbM+BKWK3bWdbbsOobBsWdbB_à
WMOMJ|dtosOKVbd_dU|ÛpOoyWKOÛBbMBKKOppsdadoO
agents in the region, you can now go further in your home
search.

Pleasanton/Livermore Valley
 BWb/soOOsÛ+_OBpBbsdbÛ Śàà

The strength of a team to help you move.
If you’re thinking about selling your home, now is the time. Call us today to learn how our proven strategies can get you the highest possible
price for your home.

991 Rose Avenue, Pleasanton
3bd/2ba | 1,200 sq.ft | 4,532 sq.ft lot
OFFERED AT $989,999

NEW
LISTING

2679 Starling Court, Pleasanton
6bd/3ba | 3,169 sq.ft | 13,503 sq.ft lot
OFFERED AT $1,659,000

NEW
LISTING

4123 Moller Drive, Pleasanton
3bd/2.5ba | 1,731 sq.ft | 3,441 sq.ft lot
OFFERED AT $949,000

COMING
SOON

Beyond Full Service - A Concierge Approach to Real Estate
View our website
Scan with your smartphone camera

Tim McGuire
Broker
DRE 01349446

Mark James
Realtor®
DRE 00697341

Eva Tia
Realtor®
DRE 02072764

Lori Olson
Realtor®
DRE 02004247

Karen
Carmichael
Client Services

www.timmcguireteam.com
925.462.SOLD (7653)
/timmcguireteam

tmcguire1

@owntrivalley

/in/owntrivalley

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
WKObpO!taJ{Ooà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMO
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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COUNTRY LIVING in PLEASANTON

1562 Foothill Road
4 BD – 5 BA
4,708 + 800 SqFt Casita
Secured Garage for Boat, RV
or up to 13 Cars
Acreage and private boutique
vineyard
Step into luxury when you enter this
designer home, nestled on Pleasanton's
west-side. You will love the privacy and
serenity of the property views from
every window on this custom estate
resting on over 2 acres. The detached
800 SF Casita has its own bathroom and
kitchenette, allowing a perfect guest/in-law suite, deluxe home theater, or game/crafting space. Outside, enjoy
a heated swimming pool, a lighted basketball court, a vintage water tower and a secured garage with storage
for RV, Boat, or with three separate lifts, up to 13 cars. A private boutique vineyard of Cabernet vines are yours
to harvest and perhaps even design your own label. Conveniently a temperature controlled 450 bottle storage
room will help keep all of those bottles perfectly organized. Inside you will notice designer touches throughout,
WbK_tMWbUU_BppøKtszB__pÛBplBKWdtpdlObddol_BbÛyBt_sOMBbMKdTTOoOMKOW_WbUpzWsVplOKWB_s|_WUVsWbUÛBbMpd
much more.
Call for your private viewing. Now Available for $3,700,000

NOW AVAILABLE – CALIFORNIA WATERFRONT LIVING

17396 Grand Island Rd.
Walnut Grove
3 BD – 2 BA – 1,882+/- SqFt
11,039 SqFt Lot
50 Feet of Waterfront Property
Paradise Found just outside the
San Francisco Bay and Sacramento
areas. Working from home with private
waterfront views? Yes please!
Imagine a place where boating,
plOKsBKt_BoptbpOsyWOzpÛBbMpVWbU
become your new normal, where
salmon, sturgeon, striper and bass are
plentiful, where coffee-breaks now include walks on either of your private docks. This custom home is raised and
overlooks the Sacramento River: 50 feet of waterfront property, owned-solar, private well and septic. This home
is a staycation dream come true. If you’ve been thinking about making a change to a simpler way of being, this
just might be the nudge you’ve been waiting for.
Call for your private viewing. Offered for $1,140,000

Sending my heartfelt gratitude
to you and your loved ones!
In the midst of the challenges this year has brought, it has also
brought us opportunities to grow and re-think what is important.
I’m grateful for YOU and I’m wishing you a blessed and thankful week.

A Note from the Sellers:
"When it came time to sell our
house due to a relocation — on a
tight 10-day preparation timeline
during the pandemic — we
interviewed multiple realtors.
While all assured us that the
house would sell quickly, most
had hoops for us to jump through
to make it easy for them. Kris
assessed the situation and gave
us a plan and a schedule that
made it easier for us. With her
team, the house was prepped,
staged and photographed
beautifully. She scheduled a
single day for us to review our
numerous offers, simplifying the
selection process. We accepted
a strong offer that was well
over asking price. I can't say
enough good things about the
experience. If you're planning
to sell your home, I highly
recommend Kris Moxley!"
— Craig and Alisa B, Orloff Sellers

JUST SOLD or PENDING, All with Multiple Offers over Asking

Kris Moxley

391 Glen Arms Drive,
Danville

5834 Corte Margarita,
Pleasanton

1362 Orloff Drive,
Pleasanton

3 BD – 3 BA – 2,104+/- SqFt
Listed at $1,315,000
SOLD FOR $1,476,000

3 BD – 2 BA – 1,882+/- SqFt
Listed at $1,300,000
SOLD FOR $1,486,000

4 BD – 3 BA – 2,042+/- Sq Ft
Listed at $1,290,000
OFFER ACCEPTED
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925.519.9080
moxleyrealestate.com
DRE 00790463
900 Main Street,
Pleasanton, CA 94566

