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AROUND
PLEASANTON
BY JEB BING

Museum on Main to benefit
from Holiday Fund donations

MUSEUM ON MAIN

Winston Churchill will be portrayed
by scholar Kevin Radaker in the
Museum on Main’s Ed Kinney lecture
series July 9 in the Amador Theater.

A

mong the 15 local nonprofits that will benefit
from this year’s Pleasanton
Weekly Holiday Fund, the Museum on Main is counting on
its share of your contributions to
meet its financial needs in 2019.
“Thank you for including us in
the Holiday Fund Drive this year,”
Jim DeMersman, the museum’s
executive director, wrote me last
month after our Holiday Fund
recipients were announced.
“We are deeply appreciative and
it makes a difference as we strive
to provide programs for the entire
community,” he added.
The good news for DeMersman is that as of this week, we
have passed the $44,000 mark in
contributions to the 2018 Holiday
Fund. That’s a welcome achievement at a time when charities and
nonprofits across the country are
finding it’s a tough time to attract
donors because of the sweeping
tax code changes Congress passed
last year.
That tax reform law doubled the
standard deduction that taxpayers
can take on their taxes when they
file their 2018 returns.
The Tax Policy Center predicts
that the number of people who
itemize their charitable contributions will drop by half. This could
include many in Pleasanton and
the Tri-Valley who formerly found
tax relief by itemizing their charitable contributions.
That could have a significant
impact, which is why we’re bolstering our effort to make sure our
donors increase their levels of giving to help the Museum on Main

and the 14 other nonprofits we’re
supporting this year. We want to
make sure they have the funds
they need in the coming year. The
Museum on Main deserves your
support. It is the steward of our
community’s historical treasures.
Founded in 1963, it carries out
its mission with permanent and
temporary displays in its museum
building at 603 Main St. in downtown Pleasanton.
Pleasanton Weekly’s Holiday
Fund will help pay for museum programs that include MoM’s
Reading time (a preschool reading
time with activities), family days,
special tours for school groups,
scout troops, and other youth and
adult organizations and special
events such as Wines and Valentines and Ghost Walks.
Perhaps its most popular among
those programs is the tribute to
the late Ed Kinney, called “An Afternoon or Evening With ...” More
than 4,200 people attended last
year’s series. The program brings
guest lecturers to the stages at the
Firehouse Arts Center and Amador Theater.
Sarah Schaefer, the museum’s
director of education, said the
speaker series for 2019 will include Chautauqua actors portraying famous historical individuals,
such as England’s King Henry VIII,
aviation pioneer Bessie Coleman,
British leader Winston Churchill,
President Harry S. Truman, artist Pablo Picasso and entertainer
George Burns.
Also, in 2019, the museum will
rely on membership fees and donations as it embarks on a reinstallation of its permanent history
gallery that will allow greater accessibility to its collection in a 21st
century way.
The other nonprofits that will
benefit from 2018 Holiday Fund
donations are: Agape Villages Foster Family Agency, Axis Community Health, CityServe of the TriValley, Hope Hospice, Open Heart
Kitchen, Pleasanton Cultural
Arts Council, Pleasanton Military
Families, Pleasanton Partnerships
in Education (PPIE) Foundation,
Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies
Foundation, Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley, Sunflower
Hill, Tri-Valley REACH, ValleyCare
Charitable Foundation and Valley
Humane Society. Q

About the Cover
We take a look back at the top Pleasanton stories from 2018 in our “Year in
Review” section, starting on Page 11. Cover design by Kristin Brown.
Vol. XIX, Number 49

Join
our
team!
Seeking passionate,
experienced journalist

The Pleasanton Weekly is seeking an enthusiastic and
talented staff reporter with previous journalism experience
working in print and digital news environments. The reporter
will cover and edit stories ranging from meetings to breaking
news to features for our award-winning print and digital
publications.
Beyond excellent reporting and writing skills, a bachelor’s
degree in journalism or a related ﬁeld, previous experience
covering government agencies, demonstrated news judgment
and the ability to prioritize tasks and handle stress of daily
deadlines and multiple priorities are required. The ability to
deliver clean, vibrant copy while working to very tight deadlines
is crucial. Photography skills, social media and copy editing
experience are a plus. The candidate must also be able to work
the required hours, which include some night assignments
and occasional weekend hours. Bay Area candidates only;
preference given to those with knowledge of the Tri-Valley.
This is a full-time position based at our Pleasanton
ofﬁce with beneﬁts including medical/dental, a 401(k) plan,
vacation and holiday pay. This is the East Bay Division of
Embarcadero Media Group and includes the Pleasanton
Weekly, PleasantonWeekly.com and DanvilleSanRamon.com.
Send resume and clips that show a variety of work to Gina
Channell, Publisher, gchannell@embarcaderomediagroup.com,
by 8 a.m. Jan. 11. No calls please. EOE.
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OurNeighborhoods

An annual magazine featuring
the neighborhoods of Pleasanton
and surrounding areas.

Coming inside your
Pleasanton Weekly on
February 22, 2019
Our Neighborhoods showcases selected
neighborhoods and captures the
particular qualities that make it unique.
Each Neighborhood proﬁle includes
local features — such as parks and
shopping centers — and a fact box
including the median home sale price,
how many homes were sold and the
nearby schools.
Our Neighborhoods is a great resource
for current residents or those looking
to relocate to the Tri-Valley.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Get your ad featured inside
Our Neighborhoods. Learn more
by calling: Call 925.600.0840

Streetwise

ASKED AROUND TOWN

What kind of first impression do
you think you make on people?
Marie Riccio
Retired
I’d like to think I make a good first
impression. I’m always respectful, positive and polite, and I have a very sunny
disposition. And I never use profanity.
Well, at least not the very first time I
meet someone.

Matt Darden
Project superintendent
Hopefully I do (make a good impression). Or at least I’d like to think that I
do because I would just hate to think or
find out otherwise.

Mary Rozelle
Teacher
I think people who meet me generally
think of me as being easygoing and likable. What they can’t tell though, is that
I’m actually often quite anxious.

COMING

JAN. 25

inside your Pleasanton Weekly

Staying

Healthy
& Beautiful

For advertising
information
and to reserve space,
contact your sales rep
at 925.600.0840.

Mayank Raja
Engineer
I don’t think I make a very good first
impression. I believe many people when
they meet me find me to be rude and
unfriendly. That bothers me sometimes.
But on the bright side, when people get
to know me a little better, they realize
I’m just preoccupied and not really rude
or unfriendly at all.

Michele O’Malley
Financial services
I believe I come off as being strong,
capable and competent, as well as
compassionate and friendly. My father
always taught me that when I meet
someone for the first time, I should
always look them in the eye and give
them a firm handshake. I took that
advice to heart and think it helps me to
come off as being very integrity-minded
and sincere.
—Compiled by Nancy Lewis and Jenny Lyness
Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
The Pleasanton Weekly is published every Friday by Embarcadero Media, 5506 Sunol Blvd.,
Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566; (925) 600-0840. Mailed at Periodicals Postage Rate,
USPS 020407. The Weekly is mailed upon request to homes and apartments in Pleasanton.
Print subscriptions for businesses or residents of other communities are $60 per year or $100
for two years. Go to PleasantonWeekly.com to sign up and for more information.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Pleasanton Weekly,
5506 Sunol Blvd., Suite 100, Pleasanton, CA 94566. ©2018 by Embarcadero Media.
All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.
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Newsfront
DIGEST

Community college district’s search
for new chancellor stalls

Chamber awards
The Pleasanton Chamber of
Commerce is accepting nominations for its 56th annual Community Service Awards, with businesses, nonprofits or individuals eligible in the five categories:
Business Philanthropy, Excellence
in Business, Excellence in Service,
Distinguished Individual Service
and Green Business.
Nomination forms and information regarding the criteria for
each award category are available on the Pleasanton Chamber
website, www.pleasanton.org.
Nominations are due by Jan. 25.
Sponsorship opportunities are
also available.
Honorees will be recognized at
the Community Service Awards
event on March 25.

Board opts to restart process, then pulls about-face after meeting wasn’t properly agendized

T

BY JEREMY WALSH

he Chabot-Las Positas Community College District appears headed back to the
drawing board in its search for a new
permanent chancellor, although the
situation is less clear now than it
was early last week.
The Board of Trustees made an
unexpected announcement Dec. 18
that none of its three finalists was selected for the position after individual interviews, but district officials
were forced to pull back on that
decision days later after learning the

board’s closed-session agenda was
not properly posted for the public.
“The board has subsequently
learned that the meeting during
which the finalist interviews were
held was not properly agendized,”
Guisselle Nuñez, the district’s public
relations director, told the Weekly
last Friday. “This means the board
did not have the benefit of hearing
public comment before reaching a
decision. The board’s initial decision
to continue the chancellor search is
withdrawn pending further review.”
The seven-member board is now

scheduled to meet Jan. 8 at the district headquarters in Dublin to figure out a plan of action — a meeting
whose agenda is already posted on
the district website.
The district, which serves 29,000
East Bay community college students among main campuses at Las
Positas College in Livermore and
Chabot College in Hayward, began
its nationwide recruitment for a new
chancellor earlier this school year.
Previous chancellor Jannett Jackson stepped down in August after
leading the district for five years

— a resignation that came two
months after the board voted not to
renew her contract beyond its June
2019 expiration date.
Chancellor Emeritus Susan Cota
served initially as interim chancellor through Sept. 14, after which
California Community Colleges veteran administrator Thomas Fallo
was tapped to fill the temporary role
until a permanent chancellor was
hired.
The recruitment has been
See CHANCELLOR on Page 10

Film project
Pleasanton filmmaker Scotty
Cornfield has finished shooting
his latest movie, “Seven by Seven:
San Francisco Stories,” five interconnected tales of life in the city.
Some scenes were shot at a house
in Livermore.
A former homicide detective,
Cornfield’s documentaries and
features include “Children of
Alcatraz.” He joined four other
filmmakers to produce “Seven by
Seven,” bringing together screenwriters, directors and sound technicians who volunteered their
time and skills because they believed in the project.
They are now in the fundraising phase to upgrade equipment,
pay actor salaries, and create a
marketing and distribution plan
to release the film. For more information, go to www.seedandspark.
com/fund/7by7#story. The online
funding campaign ends Jan. 3.

Watchdogs
want BART
prosecuted
Agency under fire
for public funds in
Measure RR campaign

Taylor Family Foundation, said in a
statement. “I am proud to be a part
of this event and feel so fortunate
to have such amazing support from
everyone on the Tri-Valley Beer
Trail.”
In total 23 locations are available
in Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin
and Danville, with more on the way
for future events. Since San Ramon

The Fair Political Practices
Commission last week called for
the California Attorney General’s
Office and Bay Area district attorneys to investigate and possibly
prosecute BART for violating state
laws to support its bond measure
in 2016.
The commission at its meeting Dec. 20 in Sacramento approved by a 4-0 vote a $7,500
fine for BART after it found the
transit agency used public funds
for political purposes in the campaign for Measure RR, a $3.5 billion bond measure that ultimately
passed in November 2016.
As part of the vote, the commission approved sending letters to
the attorney general and district
attorneys with jurisdiction over
BART to investigate and prosecute
the case and any others like it,
since the commission only has jurisdiction of issues concerning the
state Political Reform Act.
FPPC Commissioner Brian
Hatch also proposed an item for
next month’s meeting to approve
sending a letter to the State Legislature to draft a bill to allow the
commission to have jurisdiction in
these types of cases.
BART had used YouTube videos,
social media posts and text messages to promote Measure RR,
which needed voter approval to

See BEER TRAIL on Page 6

See BART on Page 9

DSRSD plant tour
The Dublin San Ramon Services District, which provides
sewer service and recycled water
to Pleasanton by contract, is offering a glimpse into the world
of wastewater treatment and recycled water with a free public
tour of the plant in Pleasanton.
The tour will be held at 1 p.m.
Jan. 9 at the Regional Wastewater
Treatment Facility, 7399 Johnson
Drive. Tours are open to ages 10
and older.
The facility treats wastewater
from Dublin, southern San Ramon,
and Pleasanton to protect public
health and the environment.
Tour participants will learn
how DSRSD recovers important
resources from wastewater, including recycled water for irrigation and construction as well as
methane for generating electricity,
DSRSD officials said. The tour
also highlights career opportunities in the industry.
Reservations are required. To
sign up, visit www.dsrsd.com/
tour to fill out a “Tour Request
Form” or call 875-2399 to reserve
a spot. Q

CASEY FAMILY

Take Us Along: Back at Bob’s World
Visiting the Bob’s World decorative display is a holiday tradition for Shelley Casey and son Nathan. In fact,
they were photographed at Bob’s World 18 years ago when Nathan was just 2 years old — a mother-andson picture that appeared on the Pleasanton Weekly’s cover on Dec. 22, 2000 during the newspaper’s
inaugural year. The Caseys recreated that photo last week (while holding their cover edition). Shelley said
they had a great visit with Bob and Cathy Stanley, whose Bob’s World is celebrating its ﬁnal year. Check out
the display at 2612 Calle Reynoso through this Sunday.

Tri-Valley Beer Trail
Promotion also raises money for kids in need
BY RYAN J. DEGAN

This holiday season, Visit TriValley is encouraging local residents to spread the cheer while on
the Tri-Valley Beer Trail.
Now through Jan. 31, residents
can visit participating breweries,
taprooms and restaurants throughout the Tri-Valley and collect
stamps on official Tri-Valley Beer
Trail passports. Plus, for every passport that has collected at least five

stamps, $20 will be donated to The
Taylor Family Foundation, a local
nonprofit that works to enhance
the quality of life of children with
life threatening diseases, developmental disabilities as well as youth
at-risk.
“It’s awesome to partner with all
these talented folks who give so
generously to us and many others
in our community,” Angie Carmignani, executive director of The
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NEWSFRONT

Reunited at last
Livermore woman finds long-lost birth mom in Oklahoma
BY ERIKA ALVERO

Kelly Franco’s path to find her
birth mother has been a 52-year
meandering and seemingly futile
route. But this year, with the help
of DNA testing service 23&Me, it
finally became a reality.
The Livermore realtor had been
searching on and off for her birth
mother for years, but it was only
after a new “sleuth” on her side,
using 23&Me in conjunction with
online research, that she was able to
connect with her long-lost mother
in Oklahoma.
“She’s an amazing woman, greeted us with open arms, and bouquets
of flowers,” Franco said. “It was just
wonderful. I was nervous, but yet so
excited I couldn’t stand it. After 52
years, finally, finally, finally — we
get to embrace, you know?”
Franco and her twin sister Kristy
Beveridge were born in Los Angeles
in 1966. Given up for adoption,
they grew up in Southern California,

BEER TRAIL
Continued from Page 5

is not a part of Visit Tri-Valley, that
city’s beer halls are not included on
the trail.
Participating Pleasanton locations include Beer Baron Bar &
Kitchen, BottleTaps, Main St. Brewery, McKay’s Taphouse and Beer
Garden and The Hop Yard Ale
House.
Beer fans can take part in Danville by visiting the Danville Brewing Company, Norm’s Place and
The Growler Pub.
Over in Dublin, beer aficionados
can visit Caps & Taps Bottle Shop
and Tap Room, Dublin Vine at
Whole Foods Market, Inc 82 Brewing, Three Sheets Craft Beer Bar
and World of Beer.
Patrons who find themselves
in Livermore will have the most
options available, including Altamont Beer Works, Beer Baron,
Eight Bridges Brewing Company,

though Franco has moved around
California since.
She started seeking her biological
mother early on. She recalls visiting the Sacramento courthouse as a
child, and then hired a genealogist
for help in the 1990s — to little
avail.
She moved to the Tri-Valley in
2016, which is where, through her
boyfriend, she met Steve Kirk — a
self-appointed genealogy detective
who would ultimately find her birth
mother.
Kirk’s interest in genealogical
quests stemmed from his own family members finding long-lost relatives of their own, and seeing how
the discovery impacted them: his
mother, in particular, was able to
connect with her biological father.
He mentioned these instances to
Franco at one point, who in turn
told him that she didn’t know her
own mother.
“When he heard that I was

First Street Ale House, Hop Devine,
Hops and Sessions, Sauced BBQ &
Spirits, Shadow Puppet Brewing
Company, Tap 25 and Working
Man Brewing Company.
Residents who would like to
support The Taylor Family Foundation without taking the trail
can purchase a limited-edition
ugly sweater featuring the “Spread
Cheer with Beer” message on the
Visit Tri-Valley website. Sweaters
are $60, with $20 going toward
the foundation.
Participants who have gathered
ten or more stamps will also receive
a free t-shirt or gold rimmed pint
glass, just be sure to email a picture of your passport to tourism@
visittrivalley.com, or drop it off in
person at the Pleasanton Visitors
Center, 5075 Hopyard Road, Suite
240.
To print out your passport or to
learn more about The Taylor Family Foundation, go to visittrivalley.
com. Q

PLEASANTON
UNIFIED
DISTRICT
FIE SCHOOL
SCH

Public Notice
1RWLFHLVKHUHE\JLYHQWRWKHSXEOLFWKDWWKH3OHDVDQWRQ8QLÀHG
School District (PUSD) seeks up to three (3) volunteers to serve
RQWKH386'$XGLW&RPPLWWHH$SSOLFDWLRQVDUHGXHWRWKH386'
'LVWULFW2IÀFHE\SPRQ-DQXDU\,QWHUHVWHGSDUWLHV
FDQ ÀQG PHPEHUVKLS UHTXLUHPHQWV DQG FRPSOHWH LQVWUXFWLRQV
IRU DSSO\LQJ RQ WKH 386' ZHEVLWH ZZZSOHDVDQWRQXVGQHW  RU
FRQWDFWWKH386'%XVLQHVV6HUYLFHV'HSDUWPHQW  
3OHDVDQWRQ8QLÀHG6FKRRO'LVWULFW
%HUQDO$YHQXH
3OHDVDQWRQ&$
 
ZZZSOHDVDQWRQXVGQHW
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adopted, and that I was on 23&Me,
and all of that — I could just see his
eyes get big,” Franco recalled.
Kirk’s sleuthing began in March,
using some fragments of information from Franco herself. She and
her sister Kristy were born May 12,
1966 in Los Angeles, and thought
the name of her birth mother was
Susan Rose Fenske and father N.
Diamond.
“I also knew that because she was
born in Los Angeles didn’t necessarily mean her birth parents ever lived
there,” Kirk said. “The only thing
I could actually verify, through LA
County birth records, was that her
birth father’s surname is Diamond,
and her birth mother’s maiden name
is Fenske.”
He got to work piecing together
the Francos’ family tree. A twist in
the story came when Kirk discovered
that Diamond had changed his name
in his 20s, and was actually born in
1939 as “Robert Myron Mason.”

KELLY FRANCO

Livermore resident Kelly Franco spent Thanksgiving with her birth mother
Dorothy Fenske (center) and adoptive mother Sharon Costello Butler.

Kirk then moved to 23&Me,
which has features allowing users
to connect with other encountered
relatives. Franco had been on for
about four years, and hadn’t had
much luck with her closest relations, but they did find a few helpful
third cousins and discovered the
names of her great great grandparents — Carl and Paulina Fenski,
born in Germany in the 1860s.

His sleuthing eventually led him
to Dorothy Fenske, living in Owasso,
Okla., and Kirk and Franco reached
out to Fenske through Facebook
messenger, not wanting to shock her
with a sudden phone call.
“The reasoning is that while Kelly
has been searching for years, building up to this moment, she has
See REUNITED on Page 7

Plans finalized for nature pavilion
at Shadow Cliffs
Groundbreaking set for April with designs approved, funding in place
BY JEREMY WALSH

The East Bay Regional Park District is moving forward with building
a new outdoor interpretive pavilion
at Shadow Cliffs Regional Recreation
Area in Pleasanton next year.
Design plans have been finalized
and funding has been fully secured
for the estimated $900,000 project,
which will add the 1,000-squarefoot educational hub complete
with exhibits highlighting the natural and cultural history of the park,
as well as information about the
recreational opportunities available
in the park’s nature area.
“During peak months, Shadow
Cliffs Regional Recreation Area sees
35,000-45,000 visitors per month,
many for swimming, boating and
fishing at the lake,” EBRPD Board
Director Ayn Wieskamp, whose
district includes Pleasanton, said in
a statement. “The nature pavilion
will help better connect visitors to
the park’s larger nature area and its
trails for walking, hiking, biking
and nature-watching.”
Wieskamp joined EBRPD officials and Nancy and Gary Harrington — the Pleasanton arts and
education benefactors who have
championed the pavilion project
— to mark the project approvals
with a photo-op at Shadow Cliffs
earlier this fall.
“It’s hard to believe that this pavilion is actually going to be built,”
Nancy Harrington told the Weekly.
“It will be incredible.”
“Since we’ve retired, Gary and I
have discussed this hidden nature
area in Shadow Cliffs,” she added.

EBRPD

Director Ayn Wieskamp joins Nancy and Gary Harrington at event marking
approval of designs for new Shadow Cliffs nature pavilion.

“We wondered if there was anything
we could do to help residents in
our city learn about what there was
to see and learn at the park. With
the increased population in the Bay
Area and traffic, how convenient it
is to more fully utilize a park we
have in our backyard.”
Located off Stanley Boulevard in
eastern Pleasanton, Shadow Cliffs
includes a nature area with 116
acres of cottonwood and willowlined creek open space, providing
a natural oasis for a wide variety of
wildlife.
In addition to the educational
exhibits about the park’s natural
resources, the new pavilion will
provide a shaded and weather-protected gathering place for school
children that visit year-round on

field trips, according to EBRPD
officials. It will also help serve
the growing number of public,
non-school programs, including
the monthly Lakeside Littles and
“How Does Your Garden Grow”
programs.
The groundbreaking is scheduled to occur in April, with the
goal of having the project completed by the end of the year.
The Harringtons provided a lead
donation of $200,000 to support
the pavilion. Other funding came
from state and nonprofit grants and
individual contributions, including a California State Parks grant
and a donation from the Wayne
and Gladys Valley Foundation. The
remainder was funded by the park
district. Q

NEWSFRONT

REUNITED
Continued from Page 6

been preparing herself mentally,”
Kirk said. “For Dorothy, a sudden
call without warning could be very
shocking — with no opportunity
to process the overwhelming event
or the flood of emotions that would
surely take place regardless of her
desire to connect/not connect.”
They called Fenske on July 13.
Kirk made the call, with Franco a
little ways away, in case the conversation went awry.
It took a few questions before
he and Fenske arrived on the same
page — he first mentioned Franco’s

name and then that of the German
Fenski’s, both of whom she didn’t
recognize.
Thinking the conversation would
not end well for Franco, he then
asked Fenske if her grandparents
were Gustav and Hilda Fenske, and
when she assented, asked about her
parents, brother, and birth in Rocklin, Illinois, with Fenske growing increasingly excited as she confirmed
each of his queries.
Kirk then asked her, “Does May
12th, 1966 mean anything to you?”
She said yes, and started to cry.
Franco then came over to speak
to her biological mother, in an emotional and tear-ridden phone call.

Her sister Kristy would also later
speak to Fenske over the phone that
day, and both sisters visited her in
Oklahoma in August.
“No matter what the circumstances were, way back then, it
doesn’t matter,” Franco said. “Because here we are, whatever they
were, she did it for us. I know that
must have been a heartbreaking
situation.”
Fenske herself had been looking
for her daughters, but her search
had been focused on Southern California, where the girls were born.
She had left California years back,
moving to Texas and then finally
settling in Oklahoma.

“I love both of them to the moon
and back,” Fenske said. “I’m still
speechless.”
The story made the front page
of the Owasso Reporter in early
September, and since then Fenske
has had friends and strangers alike
coming up to her to congratulate
her on the happy news.
“I am just tickled to death ... I can
die in peace now,” she said.
Fenske also sent the girls’ adoptive mother, Sharon Costello Butler a letter thanking her for raising two wonderful daughters. The
two women met over Thanksgiving
when Fenske came out to California.
Kirk was also able to locate

Franco’s father — and they’ve since
discovered that the twins in fact
have nine other half-siblings. While
they’ve connected, Franco said she’s
more focused on getting to know
her mom.
Now Franco talks to her birth
mother all the time. “It’s like we’ve
never not known each other,” she
said. She’ll be returning to Oklahoma for the holidays.
“If there’s other adopted people
out there, if you’re searching and
coming to dead-ends, do the ancestry and 23&Me, and just don’t give
up hope,” Franco said. “I did it, and
as it worked out, there was a happy
ending.” Q

Pleasanton Weekly • December 28, 2018 • Page 7

Donate online at siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund

Your generous donations
will help those in need
Enclosed is a donation of: $___________
Name: ____________________________________________________
Business Name: ______________________________________________
(Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Address: ___________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________ / __________ / _____________
Email: _____________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________

Each year, the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund raises money
to support programs and services that care for local families
and children in our community. The Holiday Fund partners
with the Silicon Valley Community Foundation, which handles
all finances, so every dollar of your tax-deductible donation
goes directly to the 15 local nonprofits with no administrative
expenses.

2018-2019 Holiday Fund Donors
As of December 19, 188 donors have contributed $44,216
to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.
16 Anonymous ......................$4,980

The Markel Ohana .......................250

William Berck ...............................250

Patricia Davis................................100

Donna and Jim Zarrillo .................100

Kathy Anderson ...........................200

Shaké Sulikyan ...............................**

Joseph & Susan Silva ......................50

Pat & Ran Costello .........................**

Ellen & Bill Lathlean......................100

Robert Russman ...........................100

Alan, Julia & Jane Casamajor........100

___________________________________________________________

Christina Nystrom Mantha .............**

Helen & Lyle Allen ........................100

(Name of Person)

Margaret Monahan......................500

Carole Peterson & James Brice .....100

The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this fund allows your donation
to be tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

James Price ...............................5,000

Mary & Gary Lazarotti ....................**

Eric Krieger ..................................500

Frank & Tricia Yamello ..................100

Victor Wheatman.........................250

Rick & Dawn Marie Barraza ..........250

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless
the boxes below are checked.
T I wish to contribute anonymously.
T Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Terri Bush .......................................40

Kay King ......................................200

Jason Stinebaugh .........................100

Charles Schneider ........................100

Peter Mason ..................................**

Roger & Laura Miller ......................50

Jim & Susan Falls ..........................100

Tom & Sue Fox .............................200

Rich & Gloria Fredette ....................**

Xiaopei & Andrew Gelb .................**

I wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):
T In my name as shown above
T In the name of business above
– OR –
T In honor of: T In memory of: T As a gift for:

Make checks payable to Silicon Valley Community Foundation and send to:
05 – Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145-0389

A. Desrosiers ................................100

For more information and to donate online, visit:

Carmen Merritt ..............................20

siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund

Chuck & Debra Uhler ...................135
Blaise & Amy Loﬂand ...................250
Bob & Marianne Eisberg...............100
Kathy & Jeff Narum......................100
Margaret Bryant...........................100
Raymond Szidon ............................50
Ronald & Lonnie Shaw .................100
Mavis Williams ...............................20
Curtis Lum .....................................75

In partnership with:

Ron & Kim Possehl .......................250
Janet & Jeb Bing ..........................200
Joe & Kelly Montes ......................100
Steve Wilcox .............................1,000

The following agencies will benefit from the 2018 Holiday Fund:
• Agape Villages Foster Family Agency

• Pleasanton Military Families

• Axis Community Health

• Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies
Foundation

• CityServe

Nancy & Marvin Rensink ................**
Praveen Sampat ...........................100
Jennifer, Jonathan &
Andrew Pearce ...............................25

Andy & Valerie Poryes ..................100
Susan Compton ...........................500
Lori James Rice.............................100
Scott McMillin..............................100
Kathleen Jo Wright ........................25
Bill & Pat Ruvalcaba......................300
Barbara Daniels ............................100
Carl & Sharrell Michelotti .............200
Bruce & Cindy Yamamoto ..............**
Sharyn & Timothy Henshaw .........100
Greg Landrum .............................500
Annette Brazil ..............................150
Donna Johnson ............................100
Bill & Maggie Foley ........................**
Ann & Don Rathjen ........................**
Jane Pagaduan...............................**
Nanda & Sangeeta Gottiparthy ......**
Frank & Muriel Capilla....................**

Charles Deckert .............................**

Joseph & Joann Pennisi ..................**

Edward Herman ...........................100

Dave Cryer .....................................**

Sanjani & Ravi Ramkissoon ...........100

Betty Kirvan .................................100

Cindy Gee....................................100

Janice & Robert Hermann.............200

Chris & Erika Beratlis ......................**

Lynn Dantzker ..............................250

Debra Zentner................................**

Barbara Daggett .......................1,000

• Museum on Main

• Senior Support Program of the
Tri-Valley

• Open Heart Kitchen

• Sunflower Hill

• Pleasanton Partnerships in
Education (PPIE) Foundation

• Tri-Valley REACH
• ValleyCare Charitable Foundation

Sonal & Ajay Shah..........................**

Hank Irwin & Sue (King-) Irwin .......50

• Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council

• Valley Humane Society

Liz Kerton ....................................500

Retired .........................................250

• Hope Hospice
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Phyllis Del Carlo .............................**
Michael Suski ...............................100
Alan Purves ..................................150
Roseann Csenscits &
Mike Kundmann ..........................125
J Phillip Chubb .............................100
Carol Guarnaccia .........................100
Bob & Besty Harris .......................550
Dean Buchenauer ........................200
Patricia Bacon ..............................100
Glenda Beratlis..........................1,000
Larry & Sharron Lindsey................100
Helmuth Meissner ........................200
Randy & Emily Yim .......................100
Angela & Garrett Holmes .............100
Chris & Linda Coleman ..................**

Grandpa Tom & Grandma Marge,
from Annie & Kevin Sjodahl.............150
Grandpa Ray & Grandma Terry,
from Jeff & Nina...............................150
Bob, from Sean Chase .......................**
Tracy Cink, from Vern Cink ................**
Richard Brierly, from Stephanie &
Haley England ..................................100
Bill Severini, from John &
Barbara Severini ...............................250
Woody Pereira,
from Silvia & Family..........................200
Robert C. Bush, from Arlene Bush .....**
Bill Haraughty,
from Anita Haraughty........................**
Beloved Xiaofan Han,
from Xiaojun Mo’s Family ..................**

Brad & Jessica LaLuzerne ..............500

Ron & Edythe Shewfelt,
from Frank & Muriel Capilla...............**

Ed Dantzig ...................................300

Family & Friends .................................**

Alan Cohen .................................500

Roger Horstman ................................**

Fred & Mari Lou Van Wagenen.......50

Pam Campion, Isabel Curry, Sandy
Skeith, Sandi Thorne, Marty Huntze,
from Kay & Charles Huff....................**

Stacey Ristow...............................500
Michael Fong ...............................100
Diane Davidson ............................100
Banahan Family............................200
Bob & Orley Philcox......................100
Mark & Larene Kidd .....................260
Bob & Joyce Shapiro ....................100
M. Chesnut....................................**
Herbert & Stella Chang ................200
Peter & Kate MacDonald ..............200
Ann Reisenauer..............................**

Sarah Lees, from Judith &
Donald Person .................................500
Lynne & Liane Pruiksma,
from Colleen Heller ............................**
Peggy Karn, from Richard W. Karn ... 200
Sharon Dirkx, from Joe Dirkx .............**
Our Parents, from Bill & Fran Hirst .....**
Bert Brook, from Dee Brook.............200
Roger Dabney, Ken Mercer &
Denise Zarcone, from Marty Zarcone...**

Ed & Vicki Cunniffe ......................100

Elizabeth Ng, from Chris &
Linda Coleman.................................500

Jeff & Jeri Oh .................................**

Mom & Papa, from Caroline Yu.......100

Tom & Helen Changras ..................50

Our Beloved Parents, from Frank &
Teresa Morgan ...................................**

Kathi & Phillip Vermont ..................**
Rose Liu .........................................50

Dale & Lucille Grifﬁtts,
from Sharron Morrison ......................50

Patrick Moore ................................50

Howard Hill, from Sally Hill ..............100

IN MEMORY OF

John A. Silva & James & Anna Mae
Sweat, from Manuel &
Catherine Silva .................................100

Gam & Papa Abbott,
from The Casey Family.......................**
Mike, Matt & Diane,
from Spring Street Studios ...............250
Janet Reichlin,
from Michael Reichlin ......................200
Betty Patrick, from Joan &
Chuck Brown .....................................**
Jerry Lemm, from Marilyn Lemm,
Mark & Michele ...............................200
Lee. B. Young, from Marsha Young.. 200
Rick Aguiar & George Fargis,
from Nancy Aguiar Fargis ................100
Coach Tony Costello,
from Michael Costello......................250
Karl Witze ........................................500
Jim Reding, from Dennis &
Leslee Hart & Family.........................200

John A. Mavridis,
from your Parents ..............................**
Etsuvo Marshall,
from SSG John H. Marshall ..............100
Rod B. Bradley,
from the Bradley Family .....................**
Robert Himsl, from Charlotte Himsl ...**
Hank Gomez, Bob & Donna Williams,
from Maureen Nokes &
Frank Gomez ...................................200

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS
Pleasanton Pet Sitting ....................50
Sue Evans Photography ................100
LawTech....................................1,000
Tim McGuire Team,
Alain Pinel Realtors ...................1,000

Fumi Murai, from Aron Murai............**

Time 4 Order - Professional
Organizing ...................................100

Carl Pretzel, from Marilyn Pretzel .......**

Pleasanton Newcomers Club .....1,000

My dads - Rick Aguiar & George Fargis,
from Marianne Ottaway ....................**

J.E. Moore Air Conditioning .........250

Jameson Lindskog,
Specialist U.S. Army, Afghanistan,
from Chris & Marty Miller ................100
Chris Beratlis,
from Vic’s Coffee Shop Guys ...........200

Widmer-World “A Christmas
Fantasy” ......................................100
P-Town Push Rods .....................1,000
Esther Yu, 7 Springs Properties .....200

IN HONOR OF

Keith W. Mielke,
from Patricia Miekle .........................200

Our 5 fabulous grandkids xo,
from R. & G. Spicka .......................**

Janet Bachand,
from the Wallace Family ..................100

Sandy Holliday - Exciting New 2019,
from Cheryl Brasil ..........................**

Bauer-Kahan takes oath of office
New assemblywoman’s goals include transportation,
environment, women’s rights
BY JEREMY WALSH

The Tri-Valley’s newest state legislator, Assemblywoman Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan, has started her first
term after being sworn into office
during a ceremony in Sacramento
earlier this month.
A political newcomer and attorney by trade, Bauer-Kahan (DOrinda) defeated two-term incumbent Catharine Baker (R-Dublin)
in one of the closest State Legislature elections in all of California,
ending with a victory margin of
51% to 49% when the Assembly
District 16 vote totals were finalized nearly four weeks after Election Night.
“I am so honored that the people
of AD16 chose me to be here representing them, and I am just so
privileged and excited to work to
represent all of my constituents. So
I am here to deliver for my district,”
Bauer-Kahan, 40, said in an audio
statement on her district website.
Buoyed by the blue wave seen
at polls across California this fall,
Bauer-Kahan reclaimed for the
Democrats one of the more moderate regions in the Bay Area, a district that consists of the Tri-Valley
and Lamorinda communities along
with a portion of Walnut Creek.
During the campaign this fall,
Bauer-Kahan presented herself as
a Democrat who would always
represent the voice of District 16
residents while criticizing Baker for
not acting in line with constituents’
priorities 100% of the time, despite

BART
Continued from Page 5

fund repairs and improvements to
the train system.
According to the FPPC, the
political actions caused BART to
qualify as an independent expenditure committee, but the agency
failed to timely file independent
expenditure reports or campaign
statements and failed to include a
proper disclosure statement in its
electronic media
advertisements.
The
commission could
have
fined
BART more than
$33,000 for the
violations, and
Tri-Valley State
Steve Glazer
Sen. Steve Glazer (D-Orinda), a vocal critic of the
transit agency, earlier in the week
had called for the maximum fine
to be levied.
Glazer issued a statement following the commission’s actions
Dec. 20, calling the motion urging
investigation and prosecution “appropriate and necessary.”
He said, “We must make it

STATE ASSEMBLY

New local Assemblywoman Rebecca Bauer-Kahan (D-Orinda) takes oath of
office at State Capitol ceremony.

the Republican incumbent’s bipartisan reputation.
Bauer-Kahan’s victory -— to earn
her first-ever elected position —
marked a remarkable turnaround
after finishing well behind Baker in
the June primary (56.6% to 43.4%)
and after trailing by 2.4% after
early returns on Election Night on
Nov. 6.
But the Orinda Democrat continued to gain ground each subsequent day as more vote-by-mail
and provisional ballots were counted in Alameda and Contra Costa
counties before taking a lead she
would not relinquish Nov. 16.
Her final margin of victory was
4,539 votes, among the nearly
218,000 registered voters who cast
ballots.

Bauer-Kahan was sworn into office during a ceremony Dec. 3 at
the State Capitol, with the oath
administered by Assembly Speaker
Anthony Rendon (D-Los Angeles).
Her husband and three children
were among the supporters onhand for the event.
“I’m excited to roll up my sleeves
and get to work and deliver on
transportation and education and
the things we really need, but also
to work to represent the values of
our district. To make sure we’re
getting the voice we need on the
environment, on a woman’s right
to choose, on gun violence prevention, on the things that my constituents elected me to come here
and do,” she said on her district
website. Q

crystal clear to the more than
1,000 public agencies in California that they must follow the law
by staying completely out of election campaigns.”
BART spokeswoman Alicia
Trost wrote in an email, “We have
worked cooperatively with the
FPPC and have learned from the
process.”

Trost wrote, “The FPPC found
that two of our videos and the
use of text messages inadvertently
crossed the line into advocacy.
We accept their finding. It was
accidental in nature and a commissioner and staff even acknowledged that today.” Q
—Bay City News Service

HOPE HOSPICE

A touch of class
Members from Pan Am World Wings International’s Oakland Chapter
have again visited Hope Hospice in Dublin with bags overﬂowing with
new stuffed bears and other plush animals to bring a touch of comfort
to Hope Hospice patients during the holidays. This group of former Pan
Am ﬂight attendants has been donating ﬂuffy stuffed animals to the
local nonproﬁt for more than a decade.
Pleasanton Weekly • December 28, 2018 • Page 9
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Haugen scholarship winners named
Community of Character selects four high school seniors
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

The Community of Character
Collaborative has chosen four high
school seniors as recipients of the
2018 Juanita Haugen Memorial
Scholarship for reflecting compassion, honesty, respect, responsibility, integrity and self-discipline in
their lives.
The scholarships were created to
honor the memory of Juanita Haugen, founder of the coalition, who
died in 2007 due to cancer. Haugen
was a former school board president who created the Community
of Character in Pleasanton to foster
the six traits as a way to improve the
community and the world.
This year’s scholarships, each for
$1,000, are being awarded to the
following:
• Ellen Ebbers is a Foothill senior, the daughter of Jenny and
Jason Ebbers. Her mother is a
teacher in Pleasanton. Her father
died when she was 5, a tragedy
resulting in many challenges for the
family to overcome.

Ellen, a four-year varsity softball
player, received All-League honors,
and has earned a softball scholarship to Morgan State University
in Baltimore, Maryland. She also
played varsity basketball.
She has been in high school
leadership for the past three years
and serves as the president of the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
and commissioner of Red Cross
Blood Drives. She was a counselor
at outdoor education for the last
three years and also serves as a
Team Leader at STRETCH camp
every January. She teaches Sunday
School at her church and was a
Night to Shine Buddy for people
with special needs.
• Zara Fatteh, daughter of Saira
and Parvez Fatteh, is a senior at
Foothill High. Proud of her heritage as a Pakistani Muslim girl, in
the fourth grade she sold bracelets
to donate funds to Pakistani flood
victims and was the lead singer in
a music video to raise awareness
about the issue. She is a Girl Scout

of 10 years and earned her Gold
Award by implementing a special
needs program at her mosque.
She currently leads MEDLIFE
and UNICEF chapters to assist disadvantaged families throughout the
world, and she went on a service
trip to Cusco, Peru, to assist at mobile health clinics. She is a delegate
of the Foothill Model United Nations program, and is on the “We
the People” team.
For the past three years, she has
volunteered with Alameda County
Jail’s “Start with a Story” program,
reading and distributing books to
children visiting their incarcerated
parents. She is also a volunteer at
Stanford-Valley Care in Pleasanton.
• Sander Head is a senior at
Amador Valley High, the son of
Sam and Susane Head. In Leadership at Amador, Sander led Red
Ribbon Week, starting the Donuts
with a Cop program to give students an opportunity to chat with
police. He is currently on the ASB
Executive Council and co-leads the

Amador-Adopt-A-Family program
and mentors underclassmen. As a
Mr. Amador participant in 201718, he helped raise $125,000 for
George Mark Children’s House in
San Leandro.
Sander is a goalie on Amador’s
varsity soccer team and since age 4,
has played club soccer with Ballistic
United. He is fluent in Spanish, having completed the dual immersion
program at Valley View Elementary
and Pleasanton Middle School, and
for the last three summers volunteered with Rock Bible Church as a
builder and Spanish interpreter on
mission trips to Mexico. He works
as a youth soccer referee, and tutors elementary and middle school
students in math. He is a member of
the Catholic Community of Pleasanton, and is a youth leader for Vacation Bible School.
• Paulina Umansky is a senior
at Amador Valley. She gives her
mother, Anna, all the credit for providing her with opportunities and
for being a “constant role model in
selflessness.”
Throughout high school, Paulina
has become invested in protecting
the environment and animal rights.
In her junior year, she advocated

for a district-wide policy requiring
schools to recycle and compost,
which passed last spring. In addition, due to her concern about
fish being experimented on in
schools, she helped create the Humane Classroom Act, which would
protect animals in classrooms and
could become legislation in California in the near future.
She has helped run an Earth
Day event at the library, worked
with Girl Scouts so they could
receive their environment badges,
and is working on implementing
recycling and composting at Amador and in the community. She
also teaches elementary-schoolers
through an after-school science
program. At the Chabot Space and
Science Center, she works with
children and creates activities for
visitors, and is the captain of the
teen Astronomy Team, which contributed to an exhibit at the center.
The scholarship recipients will
be honored at the annual luncheon fundraiser at Veterans Memorial Building in May along with
other community members being
recognized for their service. Nominate award recipients at www.
CommunityOfCharacter.org. Q

Stoneridge Creek expansion now complete
Project includes 151 new homes, additional amenities for seniors
BY RYAN J. DEGAN

An expansion project at Pleasanton’s Stoneridge Creek senior living
community has ended after more
than three years of development and
construction.
The expansion has added 12 villas (single-story homes), 56 Garden
Terrace homes and 83 apartment
homes, as well as a new fitness
center, dining venue and an outdoor heated lagoon-style pool to the

CHANCELLOR
Continued from Page 5

spearheaded by a consultant firm
working with a district-wide search
committee comprised of faculty,
staff, students and community
members.
The district announced earlier
this month that the board had selected three finalists from among the
pool of candidates who applied.
The top candidates were Lisa
Avery, president of Portland Community College’s Sylvania Campus
in Portland, Ore.; David Dore, campus president and vice chancellor
of workforce and economic development at the Pima Community
College District in Tucson, Ariz.;
and Walter Tribley, superintendent/
president of Monterey Peninsula
College in Monterey.
The district held public forums
with those finalists on each of the
two college campuses the week of
Dec. 10, and then the board held
a public meeting Dec. 17 to hear
public comment before talking in

50-acre complex in eastern Pleasanton that is already home to more
than 750 seniors.
The additions to the complex,
which finished construction this
fall, was done in order to not only
improve the quality of life at the
center but to also accommodate
the growing number of seniors as
baby boomers age through their senior years, according to Stoneridge
Creek officials, who noted that all of

the new units are occupied or set to
be claimed by wait-listed seniors.
“It’s an exciting time for Stoneridge Creek to grow our mission,
serve more seniors, and help provide them and their families a secure future,” Zeke Griffin, executive
director for Stoneridge Creek, said
in a statement.
Stoneridge Creek first opened in
2013 just down the road from the
El Charro Road-Stoneridge Drive

closed-session about the chancellor
search.
The board followed by conducting closed-session interviews with
the finalists Dec. 18, but announced
after the meeting that no candidate
was chosen for the position.
“The Board of Trustees and I will
continue to work closely to determine the next steps as we continue
our search for a permanent chancellor to lead our district,” Fallo said in
a short statement Dec. 19.
Nuñez said she could not reveal
details about the board’s deliberations, including whether any finalist
had advanced to a board vote but
fell short of majority approval.
“Unfortunately the interviews
took place in closed session and it’s
also a personnel-related discussion
so we are not able to share any further information than what’s already
been shared,” she said.
Then last Friday, three days after
the board’s decision, Nuñez confirmed that district officials determined a clerical error resulted in the
Dec. 18 meeting not being properly

agendized, a violation of California’s
Brown Act.
“While such interviews are properly held in closed session, failure to
post the meeting meant the board
did not give a full opportunity to the
public to speak on the issue prior to
its deliberations,” officials said in a
statement on the district website.
The board’s decision has been
rescinded pending the outcome of
a new special board meeting scheduled after the winter holidays, according to Nuñez.
“The board will make a final decision whether to continue the search
after hearing and considering public
comment at the Jan. 8 meeting,” she
said.
The special meeting is set to start
at 5 p.m. at the district office at
7600 Dublin Blvd. According to
the agenda posted online, the board
will accept public comments before adjourning to closed session to
“further deliberate regarding consideration of the finalists and/or consideration of an interim chancellor
assignment.” Q
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intersection, excavation work on
the expansion project began in fall
2015, with the actual building construction work started in the later
half of 2016.
“Residents have waited years to
move into this second phase of
the community, and we’re thrilled
to have it fully completed,” Griffin
added. “Stoneridge Creek brings

together all the elements to maximize independence and provide
life-enriching services and wellness for seniors living in the Bay
Area.”
Stoneridge Creek also offers its
residents a movie theater, dog park,
putting green, bocce ball court, indoor swimming pool, business center and a new rose garden. Q
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Young chess standout
Sivavishnu Srinivasan, a kindergarten student at Fairlands Elementary
School, took part in the 2018 CalChess Grade Level State Championship
earlier this month and came away with a second-place trophy. Here, young
Sivavishnu marks the accomplishment with Fairlands principal Shay Galletti.

A review of Pleasanton’s top stories from 2018
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI AND JEREMY WALSH

CHUCK DECKERT

Hop aboard our balloon and let’s look over the year that was for Pleasanton. Among the highlights was the new Castleridge Trailhead opening in March, giving new access to Pleasanton Ridge (shown).

B

efore stepping into the new
year, let’s reflect on what has
happened in Pleasanton during the last 12 months. Below is
a month-by-month recounting of
some stories shared in these pages.

Dublin to discuss a report evaluating Alameda County cities’ ability
to serve current and future residents. The report recommends that
Pleasanton and Livermore incorporate overlapping spheres of influence for the quarry area between
the two cities.

Wrestling with school crowding,
and plans for a Costco in town
made many headlines — while
other stories reflected the good life
we enjoy in Pleasanton.
In this year of devastating fires
throughout the state, we were
thankfully able to contain our blazes before too much damage was
done. BART struggled to accommodate its increasing demand while
plans were made for the future,
and we held elections for our City
Council. Through it all, our young
scholars and athletes continued to
excel, as well as take their part in
the world by packing food for the
needy and demonstrating for gun
reform.
Here’s a look back on 2018:

JANUARY
• Pleasanton Unified School District sends survey to families as
board members explore changing
start times for classes.
• BART fares increase 2.7% over
2017. Minimum fare rises to $2 for
adults; $1 for ages 5-18; and 75
cents for senior or disabled Clipper
card users.

JOEL CLIFTON

Grammy winner Edwin Hawkins was
among the Pleasanton residents we
lost in 2018.

• City continues work to update
the Downtown Specific Plan, fresh
off the City Council’s recent review
of the task force’s work to date. The
discussion focused mainly on the
early plan for redevelopment of the
city’s existing Civic Center site with
new private and public uses in the
years or decades ahead — if the
city services’ complex is eventually relocated to the nearby Bernal
property.
• Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, who was
acquitted of murder for the fatal
2015 shooting of Pleasanton native
Kate Steinle was sentenced to three
years in state prison, but received
credit for full time served, for his
conviction on a single count of being
a felon in possession of a firearm.
• Alameda Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) meets in

• Pleasanton school trustees hold
a special Saturday meeting to address school overcrowding and direct district staff to explore options
that include adding a K-5 program
to an existing middle school.
• Edwin Hawkins, a four-time
Grammy Award-winning gospel
singer best known for the 1969 hit
“Oh Happy Day,” died at his home
in Pleasanton on Jan. 15 after battling pancreatic cancer. He was 74.
• Crews begin replacing a decadesold, cast-iron water main on the
north end of Main Street.
• San Jose Earthquakes sign Pleasanton defender Jacob Akanyirige,
16, to a “homegrown player” contract, the eighth-youngest to ever
sign a pro contract in league history.
• Council again declares support
for the one-lane configuration
along a stretch of Owens Drive
near the eastern Dublin-Pleasanton
BART station that drew the ire of
some residents and commuters.
• Foothill High School football
head coach Matt Sweeney steps
down after 31 years of coaching on
the gridiron.

ERIKA ALVERO

Meadowlark Dairy, whose iconic downtown drive-thru store is seen here,
marked 99 years in business in Pleasanton during 2018.

• Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
closes another successful drive,
raising $79,192 to be split among
12 local nonprofits.
• Stanford Health Care-ValleyCare
enlists two germzapping robots —
Violet and Ray — to destroy bacteria, viruses, fungi and bacterial
spores at the hospital.
• Pleasanton opens two new lighted courts at the Tennis and Community Park, increasing the number to 12, which fulfills a decadeslong vision.
• Yarenit Liliana Malihan, the wife
of an Alameda County Sheriff’s
deputy and a Pleasanton resident
with previous intoxication-fueled
run-ins with law enforcement,
was sentenced to seven years in

state prison after accepting a plea
agreement for causing the fatal
DUI crash that killed a toddler
on Interstate 680 in San Ramon
in 2016.
• The city’s community services
director, Susan Andrade-Wax, announces her retirement — a move
that leads to the Community Services and Library Services departments merging with library director Heidi Murphy at the helm.

FEBRUARY
• Eva Schloss, Holocaust survivor
and stepsister of Anne Frank, speaks
at the Bankhead Theater, sponsored
by the Chabad of the Tri-Valley.
See LOOKING BACK on Page 12
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The Amador Valley Dons celebrate winning the East Bay Athletic League
championship after stunning top-seeded Dublin in the title game.

battle with pancreatic cancer. He
was 80.
ERIKA ALVERO

About 1,000 Foothill High students joined others around the Tri-Valley and country in March on National School
Walkout Day, in support of gun reform and to commemorate the victims of the Parkland, Fla. shooting.

LOOKING BACK
Continued from Page 11

• Zone 7 Water Agency completes
a bank stabilization project costing
$4.55 million in the 7800 block of
Foothill Road where homes were
threatened by significant erosion
last winter.
• City Council votes 4-0 to move
forward on construction of a Sunflower Hill residential community for
adults with special needs, supporting
a $2.25 million loan from the city’s
lower income housing fund.
• The first court appearance, a
routine check-in, is made in the
lawsuit challenging environmental
clearances for the city’s new Johnson Drive Economic Development

Zone (JDEDZ), which paves the
way for Costco and two hotels.

student Violet Campbell and Alexys
Garcia of Livermore.

• Pleasanton Mayor Jerry Thorne to
be fined $100 for low-level violation after acknowledging he failed
to formally inform state regulators
about selling his Costco stock in
2016. Fair Political Practices Commission investigators found no
evidence of a conflict of interest
resulting from the Costco stock sale
as well as no evidence of intent to
conceal on the mayor’s part.

• Foothill teacher Greg Haubner is
hired as new Falcons head football
coach, succeeding recently retired
Matt Sweeney.

• Lauren April Davis, 26, of Livermore is arrested on charges of murder and gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated stemming
from the late-night rollover crash
just outside Pleasanton on Thanksgiving eve that killed Village High

• Amador Valley High boys win
East Bay Athletic League basketball
title after defeating Dublin, 69-68,
in the playoff finals.
• Mayor Thorne talks housing,
transportation, downtown, local
economy and more during his annual State of the City address.
• Dublin Vice Mayor Don Biddle,
who was in his 10th year on the
Dublin City Council and served
over 12 years on local school boards
before that, dies Feb. 21 after a brief

• Drivers soon won’t be allowed
to turn from Dublin Canyon Road
onto Laurel Creek Drive after the
City Council votes in favor of the
move after hearing complaints
from residents in The Preserve
about speeding commuters cutting
through their neighborhood.
• The Pleasanton Police Department
says goodbye to one of its longesttenured members, Capt. Jeff Bretzing, upon his retirement.
• Dean’s Cafe, a Pleasanton icon
and favorite spot for omelets at 620
Main St. since the 1950s, shutters
for good after being red-tagged for
closure by the health department.

MARCH
• Pleasanton resident Beena Ammanath, global president of AI, data
and innovation at Hewlett Packard
Enterprise, is one of 13 inducted
this year into the Alameda County
Women’s Hall of Fame.
• Former Alameda County Sheriff
Charles C. “Charley” Plummer dies
at his home in Hayward surrounded
by close family on March 4.
• Pleasanton teens join others around
the country in a 17-minute walkout, chanting “Enough is enough”
to peacefully support gun reform
and commemorate the victims of the
Parkland, Fla. school shooting.
• Livermore Amador Valley Transit
Authority (LAVTA) begins rolling
out 18 new buses on Wheels routes
throughout the Tri-Valley, with a
modernized design complementary
to that of LAVTA’s Rapid buses.
• Pleasanton’s Milt Feldman, now
approaching 94, revisits the fraught
events of his World War II experience in a trailer for a documentary
being created by the Heritage Film
Project.

FILE IMAGES

We reflected on the 10th anniversary of the murders of Castlewood residents Ernest “Ernie” Scherer Jr. and Charlene
Abendroth, committed by their son, Ernest “Skip” Scherer III. The case captivated the entire Tri-Valley (as recounted by
these previous Weekly covers following the saga).
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• Leaders cut ceremonial ribbon
to mark the opening of the new
Castleridge Trailhead at Pleasanton

Ridge Regional Park.
• The Weekly spotlights the 10th
anniversary of the grisly murders of
Castlewood couple Ernest “Ernie”
Scherer Jr. and Charlene Abendroth
— later found to have been committed by their son, Ernest III, better
known as “Skip.”
• A discussion on the school district’s Facilities Master Plan dominates a two-and-a-half-hour board
meeting, about projects to be covered by $270 million bond money
approved by the voters in November 2016.
• The Zone 7 Water Agency Board
of Directors unanimously approves
three contracts worth just over $44
million with outside firms for the
ozone filtration project at the Del
Valle Water Treatment Plant.
• Pleasanton Planning Commission
endorses design plans for renovating Fire Station No. 3 on Santa Rita
Road.
• Pleasanton resident Charlene
Sigman, founder of the School of
Imagination and Happy Talkers, is
named Woman of the Year for Assembly District 16.
• The Firehouse Arts Center will
have a new resident theater company starting in the summer after the
City Council approved of switching to Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre
as the lead theatrical producer at
the city-owned downtown entertainment venue, replacing Pacific
Coast Rep.
• Terri Carlson, well-known owner
of Milfleur home decor and antiques
store on Ray Street, dies on March
26, two weeks after suffering a severe stroke.
• Zone 7 board hires Santa Clarita
water official Valerie Pryor as the
agency’s new general manager.

APRIL
• Competitive civics teams from
both Amador Valley and Foothill
high represent California in the “We

YEAR IN REVIEW
• Las Positas College community
bid farewell to president Barry Russell, Ph.D. upon his retirement.
• Jim McGrail, a well-known vineyard owner, local attorney and Zone
7 board member, dies from natural
causes after a recent illness at his
home in Livermore on April 29, one
day shy of his 64th birthday.
• Pleasanton mourns retired police
Sgt. Joseph Rose, also a World War
II and Korean War veteran, who
died April 30 at age 93.

MAY
ERIKA ALVERO

KARI DUKLETH

Arlene Simpelo, a first-grade teacher at Lydiksen Elementary, was named
PUSD’s Teacher of the Year last school year for her professionalism and
commitment to innovation.

Foothill Falcons varsity head coach retired from football in January after 31
years.

the People” national finals in Washington, D.C. Foothill places second,
Amador fourth.

2017, plus named the paper among
the top-five finalists statewide in
four other categories — including for the first time ever, General
Excellence.

• School board starts discussions
on possible kindergarten through
eighth grade schools on the north
side of the city.
• Three Pleasanton elementary
schools — Fairlands, Hearst and
Lydiksen — are named 2018 California Distinguished Schools by the
state Department of Education.

• Pleasanton hosts 30 representatives from its sister city Tulancingo,
Mexico, to mark the 35th year of
friendship between the two cities.
• The long-planned Old Vineyard
Trail reaches a major milestone by
opening its first phase, a nearly
mile-long middle segment, for public use on the northeastern side of
Pleasanton.
• California News Publishers Association judges honor the Weekly
with two awards for coverage in

• Chabad of the Tri-Valley completes the new Torah Scroll at its
Center for Jewish Life on Hopyard
Road. All 304,805 letters of the sacred text were written by hand.
• Amador Valley High School Wind
Ensemble performs at Carnegie
Hall.

• City confirms settlement of lawsuit from parents and estate of John
Deming Jr., a 19-year-old San Jose
man killed by a Pleasanton police
officer during an altercation amid
a burglary investigation in 2015.
Family received $285,000; city admits no liability or fault for teen’s
death.
• Foothill boys tennis team wins its
second East Bay Athletic League title
in three years.

• Tri-Valley groups and governments partner with Convoy of Hope
to host the first “Day of Hope” at
the Alameda County Fairgrounds
to connect service organizations
with low-income families and
individuals.
• Gretchen Piscotty, a longtime
Pleasanton resident and former
Foothill High School attendance secretary, dies May 6 after battling ALS.
The 55-year-old’s fight with the disease gained national attention after
her son, Stephen, a Major League
Baseball outfielder, was traded to the
hometown Oakland Athletics last
offseason — a move that allowed
him to be closer to his ailing mother.
See LOOKING BACK on Page 14
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Make 2019 Look Good on You!
We offer a wide variety of classes: CrossFit, HIIT, Yoga & more!
Class schedule is available on our website.

Open 7 days a week
5480 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton
In the Raley’s Shopping Center

925.400.0004
info@bricknorcal.com
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JEREMY WALSH

Aftermath of Harvest Park Middle School library fire.

RYAN J. DEGAN

Community leaders in May marked the opening of Phase 1 and groundbreaking for Phase 2 of the Kottinger Gardens
affordable senior housing project.

LOOKING BACK
Continued from Page 13

• State Assemblywoman Catharine
Baker announces a $20 million
state grant toward constructing a
new parking garage at the eastern
Dublin-Pleasanton BART station.
• San Ramon Valley High freshman
Ben Curry drowns in school pool
on May 8 during PE class but isn’t
discovered underwater until after
lunch, a case that captivates the
entire Bay Area.
• Weekly spotlights Arlene Simpelo, a first-grade teacher at Lydiksen
Elementary, who was named PUSD
Teacher of the Year.
• Jury convicts Pleasanton nurse
Michelle Biala of gross vehicular
manslaughter while intoxicated for
killing a Sunnyvale man in a crash
in San Lorenzo in 2015. She is later
sentenced to six years in prison.

• Members of the Castlewood
Country Club debate the best options for its clubhouse after it fails
to meet the standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

• Alameda County Fair confirms
popular but hectic Independence
Day fireworks spectacular has been
canceled, and this time it’s probably
for good.

• PUSD is facing two principal vacancies as Robin Munsell (Harvest
Park) announces her resignation effective at the end of the school year
and Michael Williams (Amador
Valley) is promoted within district
to director of human resources.

• Chabot-Las Positas Community
College District board votes not to
extend contract of Chancellor Jannett Jackson. She went on to resign
in August.

• Kottinger Gardens — an affordable senior housing community
under development by the city and
MidPen Housing Corp. — hosts a
grand-opening ribbon-cutting ceremony for its Phase 1 of 131 units
and the groundbreaking for Phase
2 that will add 54 units.

• BART board of directors votes
against building a full BART extension to Livermore but does not
select a preferred project option,
which leaves the door open for the
new Tri-Valley regional rail authority to take the lead on the proposed
project.

JUNE

• Five months after the Tri-Valley
YMCA daycare program at Fairlands
was cited for a Type A violation by
state regulators, PUSD terminates its
contract agreements with the Y for
operating after-school and summer
programs at three district elementary schools.
• City opens newest neighborhood
park, Harding Park, on Gibraltar
Drive.
• Pleasanton Partnerships in Education Foundation (PPIE) raises a
record-high $644,000, surpassing
the previous year by more than
$100,000.
• Primary election results pour in,
led by Dennis Gambs and Olivia
Sanwong joining the Zone 7 board
as newcomers along with incumbents Sarah Palmer and Bill Stevens. In finalized Alameda County
races, winners were incumbent
District Attorney Nancy O’Malley,

• Regional Measure 3, the proposed
bridge toll increase on the ballot in
all nine Bay Area counties, passed
on Election Night. The proposed
half-cent Alameda County sales tax
to support childcare and early education for residents in need, on the
ballot as Measure A, fell short at the
polls.
• A federal jury convicts former San
Francisco resident Ross M. Colby,
35, of two felonies and three misdemeanors relating to computer
hacking that preceded the Sept.
17, 2015, takedown of PleasantonWeekly.com and four other websites
of parent company Embarcadero
Media. Colby’s sentencing is still
pending.
• An 8,000-square-foot youth barn
to be used by FFA and 4H members is under construction at the
Alameda County Fairgrounds with a
capacity to house 80 animals.
• Amador Valley girls softball team
wins the North Coast Section softball championship held at Diablo
Valley College with a 2-0 win over
crosstown rival Foothill.

• Bill Caldwell, a Pleasanton resident, shares about his experience
of serving on a FEMA team that
worked in remote regions of southeast Puerto Rico in the aftermath of
Hurricane Maria.

• Ballistic United Soccer Club is celebrating its 50 years of existence by
recognizing the Top 50 Difference
Makers in its history.

• Councilman Arne Olson announces he won’t seek re-election
in the fall.

• Council signs off on investing $28
million in a trust account to help
raise additional funds to offset rising employee pension costs, a move
city leaders see as leaving Pleasanton
better positioned for the years and
decades down the line when higher
pension bills come due.

• Council approves draft master
plan to bring a community farm
to the Bernal property, to include a
community garden patch, demonstration garden, rows for growing
vegetables, a learning center and an
orchard or vineyard.

• City Council agrees to expand a
pilot program to allow high school
students to use their identification
cards to check out books instead of
library cards after a test run of 80
students was successful.

• Senior Center celebrates its 25th
anniversary in its facility on Sunol
Boulevard.
• Council throws its support behind plans from the Carpenters
Training Committee for Northern
California to redesign and expand
its apprentice training facility on
Santa Rita Road.

sitting Judge Tara Flanagan and new
Auditor-Controller/Clerk-Recorder
Melissa Wilk.

ERIKA ALVERO

Pleasanton Mayor Jerry Thorne speaks alongside a group of East Bay community leaders gathered at the DublinPleasanton BART station to call on Gov. Jerry Brown to veto Assembly Bill 2923. The bill, which the governor later
approved, gives BART the ability to develop housing with a half-mile of its stations.
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• Second annual cattle drive down
Main Street ushers in opening day of
2018 Alameda County Fair.

YEAR IN REVIEW

RYAN J. DEGAN

Sears Holdings announced that 2018 would be the final year for the Sears
store at Stoneridge Shopping Center.
MIKE SEDLAK

Pacific Pearl, the new Asian-focused shopping center in eastern Pleasanton, celebrated its ceremonial grand opening
with a special event open to the public in July.

• Planning Commission approves
construction of two five-story hotels
on Johnson Drive facing the Interstate 680 freeway and next to a proposed Costco store at that location.

“Dublin, California: A Brief History.”

• Nearly 600 Tri-Valley residents
turn out to Lions Wayside Park to
show support for the reunification
of immigrant families separated by
the Trump administration’s zero tolerance policy.

• Pacific Pearl, the new shopping
center on the east side of the city
designed with a focus on the region’s
Asian-American influences, celebrates its ceremonial grand-opening.

• School board hires two new principals. Alberto Solorzano joins Amador Valley from Dublin Unified,
where he served as director of secondary education. Terry Brenner, an
associate principal at Acalanes High
School in Lafayette, is set to assume
the Harvest Park post.

JULY
• Aarti Senthilvel, 47, a noon supervisor in the school district since
2013, drowns July 1 while trying
to save three young adults from the
undertow at Cowell Ranch State
Beach, including her 18-year-old
daughter.
• Pleasanton’s Independence Day
celebration holds its 20th event at
Lions Wayside Park with the theme
“American Giants: Bernstein, Douglass and Baseball.”
• School board approves emergency
corrective repairs at Harvest Park
Middle School after a fire damages its library in the center of the
campus.

• Pleasanton, Dublin and Livermore
join for the annual Feed Tri-Valley
Food Drive.

• City Council votes to immediately
enact a temporary ban on new or
expanded massage businesses in the
downtown area, setting the stage
for the issue to be decided through
the Downtown Specific Plan update
process.
• New “Tri-Valley Rising 2018” reports that the Tri-Valley is growing
as an economic powerhouse, partly
due to an excellent school system
and a well-educated workforce.
• Tri-Valley Writers Club initiates
a Book Launch Team program for
members.

in the Park, after allegations of overly aggressive behavior by officers
dispersing concert-goers.
• Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce selects Steve Van Dorn as
new president and CEO, succeeding Scott Raty who announced his
retirement earlier in the year.

AUGUST
• Local leaders consider a light rail
system to link the northern San Joaquin Valley over the Altamont Pass
to BART in Pleasanton, to alleviate
the daunting commute.
• Sandra “Sandi” Roy Thorne, a
longtime community advocate and
wife of Mayor Jerry Thorne, dies
from complications during cancer
treatment. She was 80.
• Weekly spotlights Meadowlark
Dairy, a Pleasanton institution celebrating its 99th anniversary.

• Pleasanton resident Jacob Bauer,
38, dies at a local hospital while in
police custody after allegedly acting
erratically in Raley’s and attacking
officers trying to detain him. Police
said officers used Tasers to control
Bauer at the scene, but he didn’t exhibit respiratory distress until later
on when in an ambulance for routine medical clearance.

• Livermore-Pleasanton firefighters
control a blaze after two hours in
the warehouse of a fencing company on Busch Road in the early
morning hours.

• School board addresses the district’s rising student population as
schools in northern Pleasanton see
a sharp increase in students. The
school year begins with a district
enrollment of 14,963.

• Council holds off on deciding
the operational fate of the Chabad
Center for Jewish Life after learning
of an 11th-hour partial compromise
between the Jewish organization and
backyard neighbors concerned about
potential noise from a preschool and
outdoor group sessions. The followup council meeting is still pending.

• BART board of directors approves
$20 million to expand its network
of digital cameras and install emergency call boxes after a woman is
killed at a station.
• Dublin San Ramon Services District (DSRSD) completes its $18.8
million expansion of the Tri-Valley’s
largest water recycling plant, with
non-potable recycled water flowing
through purple pipes for large-scale
irrigation.

• No election will be held for Pleasanton school board after trustees
Joan Laursen and Mark Miller are
unchallenged in their re-election bid.

• Addressing national speculation,
Tri-Valley Congressman Eric Swalwell (D-Dublin) says that he is “considering” a 2020 presidential run.
• Alameda County DA’s Office determines Pleasanton PD Officer Keith
Batt acted in lawful self-defense
when he shot and killed local resident Shannon Edward Estill who
See LOOKING BACK on Page 16

• Patelco Credit Union’s headquarters has outgrown its space on Hopyard Road in Pleasanton and will
soon be moving into a larger office
building in Dublin that the firm
recently purchased.
• Police make changes to how they
manage public safety and local regulations during the popular Concerts

• Livermore teen Sarah Whalen reflects on her experience at the famed
Cannes Film Festival in France,
where her eight-minute short film
“Risen” was screened.
• Fire breaks out on I-580’s Altamont Pass; crews are able to contain it after it burns for eight hours,
covering 640 acres.
• Local historian and author Steven Minniear releases new book,

CITY OF PLEASANTON

In August, Pleasanton mourned the
death of Sandi Thorne, the mayor’s
wife.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Amador Valley varsity softball team celebrates after its 2-0 shutout of rival Foothill to win the North Coast Section
championship.
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MIKE SEDLAK

It was whirlwind year for the city’s proposed Johnson Drive Economic Development Zone, an area of land southeast of the I-580/I-680 interchange eyed by
Costco, a hotel developer and other new commercial projects. The JDEDZ, approved last year, was rescinded in September in favor of more environmental and
public review in an effort to resolve litigation issues.

LOOKING BACK
Continued from Page 15

advanced on police with what
turned out to be a realistic-looking
BB gun in May 2017.
• Pleasanton Orchard Supply Hardware at the Metro 580 shopping
center closes after less than two
years, along with all 99 other locations nationwide.
• Ed Westmoreland, who owns
Eddie Papa’s restaurant on Hopyard Road, pulls together investors
to bring back entertainment and
fine dining at the Pleasanton Hotel,
which was vacated by Handles Gastropub in the winter.

SEPTEMBER
• City Council increases city development impact fees almost across
the board for the first time in two
decades.
• Tri-Valley residents clean up the
creeks on a Saturday morning, coordinated by Living Arroyos, the
Adopt-A-Creek Spot Program, and
sponsored by Zone 7 Water Agency, as part of a statewide effort to
preserve coasts and watersheds.
• Pleasanton resident Jasmine
Johnson, 38, dies after jumping
out of an ambulance and running
in front of an oncoming truck
on the I-580/I-680 interchange on
Labor Day morning, several hours
after being detained by Pleasanton
police during a combative run-in
with officers on Case Avenue.
• Alviso Adobe Community Park
along Old Foothill Road celebrates
its 10th anniversary.
• Tri-Valley photographer Adriane
Costa talks about her new book
“Play Like A Girl,” which depicts
girls of different ages and skill levels in a variety of activities.
• Pleasanton’s two little leagues
plan to merge into one organization

under the Pleasanton Little League
name starting with the upcoming
season, league officials announce.
• Ann Cai, a local 8-year-old, dies
in the hospital several days after
being pulled unresponsive from the
Castlewood Country Club pool.
• Weekly moderates candidate
forum between Republican Assemblywoman Catharine Baker
and Democrat challenger Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan. It was the first of
four candidate forums held by the
Weekly, along with Pleasanton,
Livermore and San Ramon city
candidates.

OCTOBER
• Gov. Jerry Brown signs Assembly
Bill 2923.
• Council reviews early layouts for
proposed renovations of Delucchi
and Lions Wayside parks.
• BART breaks ground for a multiplatform garage for the eastern Dublin-Pleasanton BART station to provide 650-700 parking spaces; more
than 3,000 people are on a wait list
for a permit/reserved parking spot.
• Sears Holdings officials confirm
that Sears in the Stoneridge Shopping Center will close, along with

141 other Sears and Kmart locations
nationwide.
• Pleasanton Weekly announces the
2018 Tri-Valley Heroes: Dr. Marshall Kamena (Lifetime Achievement); Bryan Ware of The Crayon
Initiative (Environmental Stewardship); Cricket for Cubs (Community Spirit); Sarah Banholzer (Courage); Meachelle Lum (Rising Star);
Eugene O’Neill Foundation (Arts &
Culture); Doug Miller (Role Model);
and Ruchir Baronia (Innovation).
• Dublin City Council holds public
hearing on proposal for an IKEA at
I-580 and Hacienda Drive.

ATHLETICS

Stephen Piscotty ended a trying year
by receiving the MLB Tony Conigliaro
Award.

• Zone 7 board OKs water rate increases for the next four years after
contentious public debate, 4-3 vote.
• Metropolitan Transportation
Commission ranks I-680 commute across the Sunol Grade as the
fourth-worst Bay Area commute for
the second year in a row.
• Chabad of the Tri-Valley and Congregation Beth Emek hold memorials to honor the 11 worshipers who
died in the weekend shooting at a
Pittsburgh synagogue.
• A mountain lion is captured as it
is hunkered down in some bushes
near Hopyard Road and West Las

• Council votes to cancel its JDEDZ
approvals and order more environmental review of the rezoning project that would lay the regulatory
framework for bringing Costco,
two hotels and other businesses
to the 40-acre area near the I580/I-680 interchange, in an effort
to resolve litigation issues.
• Seven elementary and middle
schools in the Pleasanton Unified
School District have been recognized by a state coalition for
their implementation of a behavior support framework that promotes a positive and safe learning
environment.
• Some 20 East Bay representatives,
mayors and council members gather across from the Dublin-Pleasanton BART station to protest Assembly Bill 2923, which would allow
BART to build housing on its land
within half a mile of its stations, a
move critics see as circumventing
local jurisdiction.
• Pleasanton resident Scott Adams
sits down with the Weekly. Dilbert
creator talks comic’s 30th anniversary, new business ventures and life
as a Trump supporter in deep-blue
Bay Area.
• Valley Community Church celebrates 50th anniversary.
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BUSC

Noah Jaye, of the U-14 Premier Team, is among the thousands of boys to play in the Ballistic United Soccer Club over
the organization’s 50 years in Pleasanton.

YEAR IN REVIEW
Positas Boulevard after four doses of
tranquilizer were administered and
released into the wild near Sunol in
the middle of the night.
• School District launches a new
internship program for adults
with intellectual or developmental
disabilities.
• Foothill girls volleyball wins EBAL
regular-season title. The Falcons
went on to finish second in the
EBAL tournament and later reached
the NorCal semifinals in the state
tourney.
• Pleasanton’s U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-Dublin) and wife Brittany
celebrated the birth of their second
child Oct. 24, a baby girl named
Kathryn “Cricket” Watts Swalwell.
• Amador Valley Dons win the annual football game against Foothill, 31-20, for the unofficial title
“Champions of Pleasanton.”
• Eight Catholic priests who served
or lived in the Tri-Valley at some
point years ago are identified in a report by a Minnesota-based law firm
listing the names of clergymen connected with Bay Area dioceses who
were accused of sexual misconduct
against children.
• A federal jury convicts a Pleasanton man in a crime that grabbed national headlines. David John Telles
Jr., 42, was found guilty of online
enticement and international sexual
abuse of a 14-year-old girl in England whom he reportedly met online while playing Clash of Clans
four years ago.

NOVEMBER
• LAVTA, which operates Wheels
and Rapid bus services in the TriValley, is honored as the California
Transit Agency of the Year for 2018.

• Incumbent Kathy Narum is reelected to Pleasanton City Council along with newcomer Julie
Testa. Mayor Jerry Thorne wins his
fourth and final term after appearing on the ballot unopposed.
• The election for Assembly District 16 is too close to call on Election Night. Other local races are
confirmed, including Congressman Eric Swalwell winning reelection, Phong La becoming Alameda County’s new assessor and
Ayn Wieskamp earning another
seat on the East Bay Regional Park
District Board of Directors.
• Kirstin Litz, vice chair of the
HERS Breast Cancer Foundation
board and an active volunteer for
many other causes, receives this
year’s Mayor’s Award.
• Foothill’s Model United Nations
team attends their first East Coast
conference — and comes away
with a second-place trophy.
• The Tri-Valley has a new State
Assembly member as political
newcomer Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
(D-Orinda) turns the tables on
incumbent Catharine Baker (RDublin), overcoming an Election
Night deficit to win the election
51% to 49% — buoyed by a blue
wave within the ballots tabulated
in the days and weeks after the
polls closed.
• The Tri-Valley Regional Occupational Program receives a Golden
Bell Award from state association
in recognition of the success of
Middle College High School at Las
Positas College.
• Pleasanton-based Leisure Sports,
Inc., parent company of ClubSport
Pleasanton, sells five clubs to The
Bay Club.

CAMPAIGN PHOTO

Orinda Democrat Rebecca BauerKahan scored an upset victory in the
Assembly District 16 election.

• The Amador girls cross-country
team wins the Division I team title
at the NCS Championships.
• The family of 15-year-old Ben
Curry, who drowned during class
in the San Ramon Valley High pool
in early May, officially files a lawsuit against the San Ramon Valley
Unified School District, claiming
negligence and willful misconduct
resulted in the freshman’s death.
• The Alameda County Board of Supervisors votes unanimously to approve an ordinance that eliminates
administrative court fees for people
who are convicted of crimes.
• All good things must come to an
end — and this will be the last year
for Bob Stanley’s holiday lights extravaganza in Pleasanton. Dubbed
Bob’s World, it has delighted area
residents each holiday season for
more than 30 years.

JEREMY WALSH

From left: Mayor Jerry Thorne and Councilwoman Kathy Narum were re-elected
at the city polls this November, joined by City Council newcomer Julie Testa.

DECEMBER
• Pleasanton welcomes the season
with its annual Hometown Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremony — with a little cooperation
from the weather.
• City Council approves terms to
acquire a commercial parcel next
to Lions Wayside Park and the
Firehouse Arts Center on First
Street for up to $2.34 million.
• Scott Gregerson announces that
he will be resigning as president
of Stanford-ValleyCare in the new
year, stepping away from his career to spend more time with his
family.
• East Bay Regional Park District
officials remove the interim tag off
Aileen Theile’s title, promoting the
Livermore native to become the
district’s permanent fire chief.
• City officials schedule a public meeting to hear ideas from
residents of all ages on how to
renovate the popular big slide at
Mission Hills Park, which is now
30 years old.
• City plans to install a new railing
along the curb between Foothill
Road and the sidewalk near the
high school to help protect pedestrians and cyclists on a narrow
250-foot stretch.

FILE IMAGE

After the BART Board of Directors voted not to move forward with a BART extension to Livermore, local leaders on the
new Regional Rail Authority approved an initial concept for a commuter light rail system, dubbed Valley Link, to extend
public transit service east between the Dublin-Pleasanton BART stop and the North Lathrop ACE Train station.

• A study conducted by financial
management company WalletHub
declares Pleasanton the sixth-best
city in California for residents
seeking a job.

• Oakland A’s outfielder Stephen
Piscotty, an Amador Valley High
alum, is honored with the Tony
Conigliaro Award.
• Weekly spotlights two new TriValley books: “Voices of the Valley:
Journeys,” a collection of original
writings by members of the TriValley Branch of the California
Writers Club; and “The American Lab,” the first comprehensive
history of Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory, written by
director emeritus C. Bruce Tarter.
• Pleasanton retains its designation as a bronze-level Bicycle
Friendly Community.
• School board votes unanimously
to build a second separate school
on the Donlon Elementary property. The new school on the Donlon property will be designated for
fourth- and fifth-grade students,
while the existing campus will be
converted into a TK-3 school.
• The Fair Political Practices Commission calls for the California
Attorney General’s Office and Bay
Area district attorneys to investigate and possibly prosecute BART
for violating state laws to support its bond measure in 2016 by
using public funds for political
purposes in the campaign for a
$3.5 billion bond measure that
ultimately passed in November
2016. Local State Senator Steve
Glazer is among the prominent
critics of BART’s actions in Measure RR campaign. Q
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POLICE BULLETIN
Dublin man ID’d as
victim in fatal crash
A man who was killed in a collision between a passenger vehicle
and a box truck in Union City last
week has been identified by the Alameda County Coroner’s Bureau as
37-year-old Mansoor Jan of Dublin.
Union City police said Jan was
the driver of the passenger vehicle
that collided with the box truck at
the intersection of Whipple Road
and Dyer Street at 4:21 a.m. Dec.
18.
They said Jan was taken to a
hospital after the collision and died
there.
The truck driver remained at the
scene and cooperated with investigators, according to police.
Jan’s death prompted an outpouring of messages that were
posted on Facebook.
One woman wrote, “Can’t believe this is true! MJ was loved by
so many and we all had wonderful
memories of him!”
She said, “May his sweet soul rest
in the highest of heavens and may
God give all of his family, friends
and loved ones the patience to
make it through this horrible time.”
Another person wrote, “Heartbreaking. May God bless his beautiful kind soul and bring ease to the
heart of his loved ones.”

In other news
• Police officials announced
changes to the Nixle notification
system that affects the way residents receive messages from the
Pleasanton Police Department,

FD #429

LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED SINCE 1891

Burial & Cremation
Celebration of Life
Services

notably reducing the types of messages that can be sent via text
message.
As of Dec. 17, the department is
only allowed to send red/alert notifications via text message. Those
notifications are saved for emergency circumstances only, such as shelter in place and natural disasters.
All other messages (non-emergency) are now no longer be sent
via text message, meaning residents
will no longer receive text messages about things like community
events, road closures and “avoid
the area” notices. These notifications can now only be received via
email.
“We apologize for any inconvenience this change may cause,”
Pleasanton PD officials said in an
email. “We know how important
communication is to our community, especially as it relates to
safety. In a message to the department, Nixle noted increasing costs
of SMS messages as the reason
for the change. Thankfully, there
are many ways to receive messages from the Pleasanton Police
Department.”
In order to continue receiving all
types of messages (green, yellow
and red) from the department, sign
up for email notifications at Nixle.
com. Police information is also
posted regularly by department officials on Facebook (@PleasantonPoliceCA), Twitter (@PleasantonPD), Instagram (@PleasantonPD)
and Nextdoor under local agencies.
• A 37-year-old man has been
sentenced to 28 years in state prison for a home invasion robbery in
Dublin five years ago that injured
the victim in the case.
Carlos Romero was convicted on
Nov. 13 of home invasion robbery
in concert causing great bodily
injury and carjacking causing great
bodily injury. The sentencing hearing was held Dec. 13.
Alameda County prosecutors
said that exactly five years earlier, on Dec. 13, 2013, the female
victim in the case was alone in
her Dublin home when two men

knocked on her door and said they
had a package.
Prosecutors said when she
opened the door, the men forced
their way into her home, beat her
and bound her hands behind her
back.
The victim, according to prosecutors, was moved to the upstairs
landing of her home, where the
men ransacked the bedrooms.
The woman was able to untie her
bindings and ran for the door, but
the suspects caught up to her and
beat her again, prosecutors said.
In addition, allegedly her hands
were again bound behind her back
and her feet were bound.
Prosecutors said Romero and
an accomplice spent between 45
minutes to an hour inside the
woman’s home and stole about
$25,000 worth of items, including
her vehicle.
They also said the woman suffered a broken orbital bone.
Prosecutors said the investigation into the identity of the robbers was difficult because the victim wasn’t able to make a positive
identification.
But they said during the course
of the crime the woman heard one
of the perpetrators gargle some liquid and spit into her kitchen sink
two or three times.
Prosecutors said when the crime
scene technician Jean Zedlitz of
Dublin Police Services processed
the scene she noticed a yellow substance in the sink that seemed suspicious because she saw nothing in
the kitchen that she could associate
with the yellow substance.
They said Zedlitz called the officers who were with the victim at
the hospital and the victim mentioned hearing one of the perpetrators spitting into the sink.
Prosecutors said swabs were
taken and sent to the Alameda
County sheriff’s crime lab and
Romero was eventually identified
as a suspect in the case through a
DNA match. Q
—Pleasanton Weekly staff
and Bay City News Service

Reception Facilities
Advance Planning
Made Easy

Richard Ludt

for a free consultation
or in-home visit call

May 17, 1955 - December 19, 2018

Deanna Moser

925.846.5624
to view our facilities visit:

www.grahamhitch.com

4167 First Street,
Pleasanton FD#429

Rick Ludt went home to be with the
Lord early December 19, 2018. Wife
Marilyn, and daughter Kristen were
present to send him off. He is also
survived by his son Kevin. Rick served
God as a deacon at Christ Church. Rick
was born in San Gabriel, Calif., and
lived in Pleasanton for the past 21 years.
He worked in Blind Rehabilitation
at the Palo Alto V.A. Hospital for 30
years. Rick was diagnosed with lymphoma for the third
time in November. He died unexpectedly after just starting
chemotherapy. A Memorial service will be at Valley Bible
Church on January 5th at 11am.
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Bikes for Butte
Hundreds of children impacted by the devastating Camp Fire in Butte
County received a holiday gift courtesy of supporters in Alameda County.
The sheriff’s ofﬁce and deputy sheriff’s association partnered on a fundraising effort to supply new bicycles, helmets and other equipment to kids
in and around Paradise. Their initial goal was 100 bikes, but as the convoy
headed to Butte County last week, they had earned enough contributions
to deliver 400 bikes and $20,000 worth of sporting and activity equipment.

POLICE REPORT
The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available.

Dec. 17
Weapons violation
Q 6:34 p.m. on the 5200 block of
Hopyard Road

Dec. 16
Theft
Q 12:17 p.m. on the 5700 block of
Johnson Drive
DUI
Q 3:01 a.m. at West Las Positas
Boulevard and Muirwood Drive
Drug violation
Q 12:18 a.m. on the 6700 block of
Santa Rita Road

Dec. 15
Alcohol violation
Q 1:31 a.m. at Valley Avenue and
Blackbird Drive
Q 9:21 p.m. at Fairlands and Brockton
drives
Drug violation
Q 7:52 p.m. on the 6700 block of Santa
Rita Road
Theft
Q 7:21 a.m., 5900 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; auto theft
Q 12:37 p.m., 1300 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting
Vandalism
Q 11:32 a.m. on the 4800 block of
Willow Road

Dec. 14
Domestic battery
Q 8:02 p.m. on Deer Creek Court
Graffiti offense
Q 2:14 p.m. at Ray and First streets
Shoplifting
Q 4:49 p.m. on the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
Drug violation
Q 8:12 p.m. on the 1800 block of Santa
Rita Road

Dec. 13
Theft
Q 8:51 a.m., 2700 block of Peru Court;
theft from auto
Q 4:12 p.m., 3900 block of Santa Rita
Road; theft from structure
Q 6:02 p.m., 5700 block of Gibraltar
Drive; auto theft
Q 6:41 p.m., 4500 block of Pleasanton
Avenue; theft of bicycle
Q 6:44 p.m., 2800 block of Hopyard
Road; theft from auto
Vandalism
Q 4:25 p.m. on the 5600 block of
Stoneridge Drive
Fraud
Q 2:28 p.m. on the 5600 block of
Owens Drive

Dec. 12
Alcohol violation
Q 3:08 a.m. on the 6700 block of Bernal
Avenue
Q 5:59 p.m. on the 1000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
Theft from auto
Q 12:20 p.m. on the 8000 block of
Ensenada Drive
Assault/battery
Q 2:33 p.m. at Vineyard Avenue and
Adams Way
Vandalism
Q 12:08 p.m. on the 7000 block of Koll
Center Parkway
Burglary
Q 3:07 a.m. on the 4800 block of
Hopyard Avenue
Q 11:11 a.m. on the 5700 block of West
Las Positas Boulevard
Domestic battery
Q 9:57 p.m. on Vineyard Avenue

Dec. 11
Graffiti offense
Q 10:13 a.m. on the 4300 block of First
Street
Drug violation
Q 2:07 a.m. on the 5400 block of
Springdale Avenue
Q 6:07 p.m. on the 1000 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
Burglary
Q 4:12 p.m. on the 4700 block of
Willow Road
Assault/battery
Q 12:37 a.m. on the 300 block of Rose
Avenue
Theft from auto
Q 3:44 p.m. on the 1500 block of
Mendoza Court

Dec. 10
Weapons violation
Q 4 p.m. on the 1700 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
Burglary
Q 3:19 p.m. on the 2700 block of
Longspur Way
Graffiti offense
Q 12:33 p.m. at Ithaca Way and Apache
Drive
Theft
Q 8:32 p.m., 5300 block of Sunol
Boulevard; theft from auto
Q 8:46 a.m. on the 1000 block of
Serpentine Lane
Drug violation
Q 6:56 p.m. on the 4200 block of
Rosewood Drive
Domestic battery
Q 4:25 a.m. on Hopyard Road
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GUEST OPINION
BY JENNY MACK

Is Donlon-lite really the solution?
I went to last
week’s school
board meeting
to hear about the
district’s plans
to address rising enrollment.
What I witnessed can only
Jenny Mack
be described as
adoption of a whack-a-mole strategy
with little focus on what is best for
Pleasanton’s students and a great
deal of focus on checking the box
on a decision so the board can move
on to addressing subsequent enrollment issues at Lydiksen, Hart and
East Pleasanton at some future date.
Here’s the fundamental problem
with the Dec. 18 vote to build
a separate elementary school for
fourth- and fifth-graders directly
behind Donlon Elementary: no
one actually wants it or can speak
convincingly about why this will
benefit the community and provide an excellent education for our
kids. No one.
In the words of Board President

Valerie Arkin right before she voted
in favor of the proposal, “I don’t
think it’s ideal at all.” That’s not the
kind of ringing endorsement you
want to hear right before the board
commits $60+ million dollars of
taxpayer money and enacts plans
that will disrupt an entire community and cohort of young students.
Speaking of students, where
were their needs addressed during the board’s “workshop”? Other
than comments from a few parents about the inconvenience of
multiple PTA meetings and school
functions, what is best for the education of our students was entirely
missing from the discussion.
Our elementary education
system in the U.S. is presumably structured in a kindergarten
through fifth grade configuration as
a result of evidence that shows it’s
best for children’s development and
learning.
Is there any evidence that pulling fourth- and fifth-graders into a
separate school for two years, then
dropping them into middle school

for three years is an effective option? If there is, I certainly didn’t
hear it brought up last week.
What I did hear was a parade of
neighbors and parents who’s primary concern seemed to revolve
around the inevitable traffic build
up a new school of 400 students
will bring to this small neighborhood — all heightened by the
fact only 19% of Donlon students
currently walk to school. I found
that whole NIMBY concern pretty
hollow.
Guess who is responsible for that
traffic? For the close calls the kids
who do walk or bike experience
on a daily basis? We are, the Val
Vista neighborhood and Donlon
community.
If we don’t like all those cars,
then let’s commit to helping our
kids get safely to school by foot or
by bike. Let’s work with our neighbors to improve bad driving behaviors as we all rush for the freeways
on our way to work.
Yes, traffic safety is a very legitimate concern. As the parent of two

kids who walk to school every day,
I share those concerns. But should
parking and traffic be the most important concern when we’re talking
about what’s best for Pleasanton
schools? Of course not.
Every single resident here benefits from Pleasanton having uniformly excellent schools. We should
all be questioning how creating
a separate school whose size and
scope will require essentially the
same operational budget as a K-5,
but will only ever be able to serve
two grade levels is a reasonable
solution for the district as a whole.
So here’s what we’re left with
— a plan for a school that even
the board doesn’t seem to want. A
neighborhood up in arms over concerns about traffic safety. A district
that has failed to holistically deal
with enrollment issues prevalent
throughout the district and kicked
the can down the road once again.
And kids who deserve a lot better
than what I witnessed last week.
Shame on all of us for settling. Q
Editor’s note: Jenny Mack is a
Val Vista resident and mom
to two Donlon students.

a gift bag for their clients, with the
support of several faith groups, businesses and other individuals. Some
of these seniors asked for items as
simple as a tube of toothpaste.
I am very impressed with the
great work by Senior Support and
the wonderful attitude of their staff
in caring for the senior population
in the valley.
—Ken Mano
JustServe director
The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints

Royal Ambulance provides us
with the fresh wreaths every year
for our front doors. The fragrance
of Christmas is with you as you
come into the facility. They make
everyone feel welcome and give
you the Christmas spirit.
For the fourth year, the California High School choir, under
the direction of Mr. Patton, has
come to sing Christmas Songs to
our residents. Not your typical
choir, they are the Chamber Singers. Starting in the main dining
room and then down all the halls
and ending in the front lobby the
residents’ families and staff were
treated to “all” songs of the season.

Very impressive.
This is also my chance to brag
about my granddaughter Michaela Haynes, who has sung all four
years in the choir and the chamber and jazz choirs.
Thank you to all of our volunteers, the Asst. League, Dominic
with St. Augustine Church for his
spiritual visits, our pet visits along
with their handlers, Presbyterian
Fellowship, Roy and Amy, Bible
study, J.W. ladies, and the list goes
on. Our residents flourish with
your visits all year long. We are
blessed.
—Linda DeGennaro
Receptionist

LETTERS
Nice work by Senior Support
Dear Editor,
Once again, we had the opportunity to work with and get to
know one of the case workers at
Senior Support of the Tri-Valley,
Mary McNamara.
One of her clients was found unconscious when a Meals on Wheels
volunteer reported that she didn’t
answer the door when he was making a delivery. The lady was taken
to the hospital, where she was for
two weeks, followed by six weeks
in rehab (still there).
Mary determined that her apartment was not suitable for her to
return to without thorough cleaning and some police volunteers did
some initial pickup, but she needed
additional help to finish the job.
The lady has no family in the area
and no one who could help.
We were able to provide help to
completely clean the apartment and
found several items which needed
maintenance by the apartment management. With some gentle prodding, these items should be completed and her apartment should be
in good shape for her return.
Once again, we were very impressed by the caring attitude of
the Senior Support case worker and the work she has gone
through for her client.
Another thing that Senior Support
is doing for Christmas is providing

Fix Santa Rita Road
Please bring to the attention of
the Pleasanton City Council on the
dilapidated state Santa Rita Road. It
is a major traffic artery in Pleasanton and needs urgent resurfacing.
—Naveed Khan

Catch the Christmas spirit
This is a big thank you to our
many volunteers here at Pleasanton
Nursing and Rehab Center.
The Amador Valley Assistance
League have outdone themselves
again this year. Under the direction of Lois Cox, our lobby
Christmas tree is the true meaning
of the holidays. Our dining room
tree is a Santa theme with a Santa
hat on top. Lois always makes our
beautiful bows for our front desk
and our front door fresh wreaths.

UPCOMING MEETING
Library Commission
Thursday, January 3, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chambers, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
• Review and Discuss the Translation Services at the
Pleasanton Library
• Selection of Commission Chair, Vice Chair and
Committee Assignments
• Review of the Commission Meeting Schedule for 2019

To explore more about Pleasanton,
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov
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Sports
PLEASANTON
PREPS
BY DENNIS MILLER

Sponsored
p
byy

484-0789 vicsallstar.com

Rage girls unite club to support
Paradise players post-fire
Trio help raise donations, sponsor attendance at Women’s National Team clinic
With the Christmas season upon
us, it’s the time of year when the
thought of giving, rather than getting, should be in the forefront of
everyone’s mind.
Sadly that’s not often the case, as
with many it’s about what can you do
for me rather than what can I do for
you.
Three soccer players from the
Pleasanton Rage Soccer Club showed
what giving is all about recently. The
trio decided to support Paradise relief efforts following the deadly and
destructive Camp Fire.
Hayden Moe, Kaia Hoyman and

Reese Bayne — each just 11 years
old — set an example many in this
world could take a lesson from as
they adopted three soccer players
from Paradise High School that play
for the Butte United Soccer Club in
and around Chico. All three of the
players lost everything in the fire.
The trio went on a two-week campaign for donations, working on
local businesses. They ended up raising over $5,000 in cash and $4,000
worth of other donations such as
hair care supplies, laptops, shoes,
pajamas, water bottles, cleats and
workout clothes.

Want to sponsor Pleasanton Preps?
Call 600-0840.

In addition, each of the families
received over $500 in gift cards to
Target, Safeway and Costco, to name
a few.
The hard work of the three girls
inspired the Rage board to donate
$5,000 to the Paradise High Boosters’
Club to help get the soccer team back
on the field with warmup jackets and
uniforms.
It didn’t end there. The passion of
the girls got the Rage community to
adopt four additional families, and
another $5,000 was raised for those
families.
Finally, the weekend of Dec. 15-16
the Rage hosted a Full Pitch Soccer Academy that was run by U.S.

Just innocent
human nature at
its finest.
I have been critical of this generation for being
entitled and I still
believe entitlement and the lack
of accountability
are causing problems in society.
But when you see
the pure generKATIE MOE
osity of kids like
Abby Wambach, Shannon Boxx and Christie Pearce
Rampone of the U.S. Women’s National Team join Nyah Moe, Hoyman and
Bayne, it can only
Attaway and Carly Settles of Paradise at a Pleasanton
Rage event.
make you smile.
My greatest hope
Women’s National Team players is the actions of the three can rub
Abby Wambach, Shannon Boxx and off on others. Their mission united
Christie Pearce Rampone.
the Rage organization, and hopefully
Two of the Paradise girls — Nyah influences others.
Attaway and Carly Sanders — were
If the actions of just three girls can
invited to attend the clinic free-of- generate so much inspiration from
charge and were housed by the Moe others in the community, it can only
family for the weekend.
mean great things lie ahead. CongratIt was a great, cathartic experience ulations and thank-yous must go out
for both the Rage players as well to both the families of the three girls
as their soccer-playing sisterhood for raising such wonderful people, as
from Paradise. There was no agenda, well as the Rage program for getting
no political turmoil, nothing that is behind the effort.
plaguing this country today.
A job well done. Q

Blue Devils win Silver Stick tournament
Tri-Valley team headed to international round in Canada next month

Employment
Principal Systems
Development Engr
Principal Systems Development
Engr, Roche Molecular Systems,
Inc., Pleasanton, CA. Req:
Bach in Electrical, Electronics,
Mechanical or Fluid Eng, or
rltd field + 6 yrs exp (or Assoc.
+7 yrs). Req up to 25% fullyreimbursed domestic travel.
Apply: http://applyroche.
com/201812-130701
(Job ID: 201812-130701).

To place an ad or get a
quote, call 650.223.6582
or email digitalads@
paweekly.com.

Sign up today at
PleasantonWeekly.com/
express

Marketplace
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
• Kitchen Cabinets
• Sheetrock & Texture
Repair
• Deck Restoration
• Small Jobs OK

Brian Ward
Custom Painting
925 323 7833
LIC 731462

Renters
Insurance
As low as $10 a month
includes $100,000
Liability to satisfy
Landlord Requirements.
Call us 24/7 at
925.846.0880
or visit
PTownRenters.com

To place an ad or get a quote, contact Nico Navarrete
at 650.223.6582 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.
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The Tri-Valley Blue Devils 16 &
Under-2 Team took home the championship from the Silver Stick Pacific
Regional Tournament in San Jose,
and in the process earned a spot in
the international stage at the finals in
Newmarket, Ontario, Canada next
month.
The 16&U-2 Team entered the
tournament Thanksgiving weekend
with momentum after an undefeated
regular season, and they persevered
during a tough game against a strong
team from Arizona in the tournament en route to the championship
game.
In the finale, they would face a
familiar foe — the Tri-Valley Blue
Devils 16&U-1 Team. The 2 Team
used outstanding goaltending, gritty

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Tri-Valley Blue Devils 16&U-2 Team celebrates their Silver Stick championship.

defense and contributions on offense
from all lines to secure a 5-2 victory in the championship to win
the tournament, according to head

Rage 10 Elite take State Cup
Pleasanton Rage 10
Elite celebrate their
victory in the U9
Division of the State
Cup championship
after defeating Santa
Clara Sporting 10G
Green in the ﬁnal
3-1. Shown here
are team members
(back, from left)
Kendall Kauchak,
coach Kevin Whitehand, June Hopcus,
Katelyn Wong,
Brecken Beliakoff
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
and head coach
Pippa Whitehand, and (front, from left) Alana Rauscher, Elizabeth Wettig,
Sophie Gyamﬁ, Janet Feng, Penelope Brown, Charlotte Brydson and Alyssa
Morales.

coach John James.
“This is a talented group of young
men, who have been a pleasure to
coach. We look forward to the challenge of competing against some
of the best teams from the US and
Canada in our age group at the finals
in Newmarket, Ontario,” James said.
The 2 Team is comprised of Dias
Belda, Felix Busel, Ryan Coultrip,
Tanner Curtis, Nicholas Franzwa,
Gabriel Frost, Jackson Gurule, Richard Harris, Matvey Ivanov, Cade
Llewellyn, Wyatt Moore, Jonathan
Ng, Nicolas Poland, Jeffrey Redding,
Kyle Rodgers, Anton Roepken, Zak
Conte and Joshua Purpura.
Assisting James on his coaching
staff are Gordon Moore, Mark Redding and Richard Rodgers.
The Blue Devils club focuses on
youth hockey development in Pleasanton, Dublin, San Ramon and surrounding communities. Q
—Jeremy Walsh

Calendar
Theatre
BEDTIME THEATER—YOUR SONG
MY SONG At 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 18 in
the Central Park Community Center,
12501 Alcosta Blvd., San Ramon,
Bedtime Theater presents Your Song,
My Song, especially for children ages
2 to 7. Singer and ukulele player
Jaime Lee Currier weaves tales of
friendship, love, and learning, while
her group keeps up a rockin’ beat.
Come sing along and laugh, shout,
dance, and imagine. Wear your
pajamas and bring your favorite
stuffed animal. Milk and cookies will
be served following the performance.
SanRamonPerformingArts.com.
YOUNG & LITTLE PERFORMERS
PRESENT: “SEUSSICAL KIDS” At
11 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 26 at the
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad
Ave., Young and Little Performers
presents “Seussical KIDS.” For more
information and to purchase tickets,
go to firehousearts.org.

Talks &
Lectures
CAMINO DE SANTIAGO, A JOURNEY
ACROSS NORTHERN SPAIN Armchair
Travelers, a monthly program,
will take place at 1:30 p.m., on
Thursday, Jan. 10, in the Livermore
Public Library Civic Center, 1188
S. Livermore Ave., Livermore. Matt
Berry will share photos and stories
of his adventures hiking the Camino
Frances route of the Camino de
Santiago. Adults are invited to
this free program on the second
Thursday of each month in the
Community Meeting Rooms of the
Civic Center Library. For additional
information please call 373-5500.

Family
CARD PLEASANTON, CA HIRING
EVENT There is an opportunity
to learn about employment
opportunities at the Center for
Autism and Related Disorders, LLC
(CARD) Hiring Event at 511 Johnson
Drive. Please RSVP to one of the
dates on the website. An RSVP is
needed to attend. Be aware you will
need to arrive on time to attend the
CARD employment presentation.
If you aren’t able to make it to one
of the listed times, please email the
days and times you are available to
interview. For more information,
email ml9395@centerforautism.com
or call 818-345-2345 ext. 1164.
CHARACTERZ KIDZ FAMILY GAME
NIGHT This Family Fun Night is free
for all ages at 6 p.m., on the first
Friday of every month at Characters
Cafe, 5424 Sunol Blvd. KIDZ get a
free hot cocoa or chocolate milk.
Bring a game to share or play one
of ours.

Music
TORRES VS. CATURA: BATTLE OF
THE TENORS—JAZZ ON INKLINGS
STAGE At 7 p.m. on Jan. 11, jazz
tenor saxophone player Benny
Torres will face tenor saxophone
player Noel Catura in this “battle of

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNIT Y

the tenors” at Inklings, 530 Main
St. The additional musicians are
Geechi Taylor (drums), James Hall
(piano), and Matt Finders (bass).
This concert is free and there is a
parking lot next to Inklings, which is
accessible from Main Street.

Food & Drink
PMS WATCH D.O.G.S. PIZZA
NIGHT Calling all Watch D.O.G.S.
Please join us from 6 to 7 p.m. on
Jan. 24 at the Pleasanton Middle
School, 5001 Case Ave. to learn all
about this exciting program. We
will serve pizza from 6 to 6:30 p.m.
and then have a short informational
meeting from 6:30 to 7 p.m. All
Dads and/or any male role models
and their children are welcome.
Please RSVP for the total number
attending, including kids. This
popular program will sell out, so
RSVP early at eventbrite.com/e/pmswatch-dogs-pizza-night.

Lessons &
Classes
FREE COMPUTER CLASS:
INTRODUCING THE DIGITAL LIBRARY
From 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, Jan. 8, the Livermore
Public Library will offer a class
entitled “Introducing the Digital
Library” in the Community Rooms
of the Civic Center Library, 1188
S. Livermore Ave. A Livermore
Public Library card gives people
access to Consumer Reports, Gale
Courses, Discover & Go Museum
Passes, Testing & Education
Reference Center, and other free
resources from any computer or
mobile device with Web access.
Registration is not required,
and laptops will be provided for
attendees to use during the class.
For more information, please call
373-5505.
DIVORCE WORKSHOP—SECOND
SATURDAY From 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. on Jan. 12 at the Alcosta
Senior and Community Center,
9300 Alcosta Blvd., San Ramon,
a workshop on divorce will be

held. It is important to have
the tools needed to evaluate
the impact divorce can have on
your personal and financial life.
This workshop will be run by an
attorney, a therapist and a financial
advisor, touching on the legal,
emotional and financial topics
involved with divorce. Register at
secondsaturdayeastbay.org.

Support
Groups
AL-ANON AND ALATEEN Al-Anon
and Alateen offer hope and strength
for families and friends of problem
drinkers. Contact 277-7661 or
help@AlanonTriValley.org. Go to
alanonTriValley.org. Pleasanton.

O
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PET OF THE WEEK
My eye’s on you
Cranberry, a 3-year-old domestic short-hair, loves
to give affection — all the petting, purrs and kneading paws you can handle. She’s looking for someone who will give her the attention she seeks, but
also let her have time alone when she needs it. Her
pirate eye does not hinder her adventurous spirit,
however solo adventures are deﬁnitely more her
speed (so ideally the lone pet and older children
and up). Come meet Cranberry at the East Bay
SPCA at 4651 Gleason Drive in Dublin. Her adoption fee is waived during Home for the Holidays.

Religion &
Spirituality

NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL
ILLNESS (NAMI) TRI-VALLEY
CONNECTION SUPPORT GROUP
National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) Tri-Valley Connection
Support Group, meets on
Wednesdays, from 7:15 to 8:45
p.m. at St. Clare’s Episcopal
Church, 3350 Hopyard Road for
education and support for those
experiencing a mental illness. Visit
nami-trivalley.org.

REVEREND ISRAEL TO SPEAK AT
LYNNEWOOD UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH At 9 and 10:30 a.m. on
Sunday, Jan. 20, in celebration of
our second year anniversary as a
reconciling congregation, Lynnewood
United Methodist Church, 4444
Black Ave., is hosting longtime
activist and political asylee, Reverend
Israel I. Alvaran to speak. For more
information, call 846-0221.

Seniors

Community
Groups

PHOTO CLUB From 2 to 4 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of the month
at the Pleasanton Senior Center.
5353 Sunol Blvd., the photo club is
open to any senior who enjoys the
hobby of photography at any level. It
is suggested that you have some form
of a digital camera. Meetings include
occasional speakers and field trips.
Cost is $2 for residents, $2.50 for
non-residents. Call 931-5365.
FRIENDS OF THE PLEASANTON
SENIOR CENTER ‘NEWCOMER’S
WELCOME’ At 10:30 a.m., on the
second Wednesday of each month
at the Pleasanton Senior Center,
5353 Sunol Blvd., discover all the
programs, classes, and services
available to you. At the end of the
tour, you will receive a coupon for a
free lunch at the Sage Cafe. For more
information, call 931-5365.

PUSD

AVHS marching band supports Paradise
Poor air quality due to the Camp Fire in Paradise mid-November
resulted in school closures and canceled outdoors events, including a monumental competition for the Amador Valley High School
marching band. The band, though, decided to turn the disappointing
situation into an opportunity to lend a needed hand, and brought
the food they had prepared for their trip up to Paradise, along with
other needed donation items.

GRIEF SUPPORT MEETINGS The
death of a loved one is a shattering
experience, but you do not have
to suffer alone. We invite you to
participate in our grief support
meetings. We will be meeting at 7:30
p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton, 4001
Stoneridge Drive, on Jan. 10 and 22,
Feb. 12 and 28, March 14 and 28.
Please call Eleanor at 846-8708 for
more information. All are welcome
regardless of religious affiliation.

EAST BAY SPCA

WIDOWS/WIDOWERS GRIEF
RECOVERY Meetings are held from
9:30 to 11:30 a.m., on Saturdays,
starting Jan. 12 through March
16, and July 13 through Sept.
14, at Valley Community Church,
4455 Del Valle Parkway. Contact
Linda Husted at 833-9013 or
lihusted@sbcglobal.net to attend
or learn more about the group.
Pre-registration is required. The
workbook cost is $15.

Volunteers
RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE A
Red Cross Blood Drive will be
held on Saturday, Jan. 5, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Chapel at 3574 Vineyard Ave. To
schedule an appointment, go to
RedCrossBlood.org, enter sponsor
code Interfaithcommunity or call
1-800-REDCROSS. Drop-Ins are
welcome, but priority is given
to those with appointments.
Eligibility requirements are on
the website. A free long-sleeve
Red Cross T-Shirt will be given to
donors. Please give the gift of life.

Public Notices

995 Fictitious Name
Statement

Confidential Counseling
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 552212
The following person doing business as:
Confidential Counseling, 3300 Stoneridge
Creek Way, T326, Pleasanton, CA 94588,
County of Alameda, is hereby registered
by the following owner: Marcia M.
Robbins, Psy. D., MFT, 3300 Stoneridge
Creek Way, T326, Pleasanton, CA 94588.
This business is conducted by Marcia
M. Robbins, Psy. D., MFT, an Individual.
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name
listed herein Jan. 1, 1988. Signature of
Registrant: Marcia M. Robbins, Doctor.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on Nov. 15, 2018.
(Pleasanton Weekly, Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28,
2018).
BD CONSTRUCTION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 553253
The following person(s) doing business
as: BD Construction, 4481 Hillsborough
Drive, Castro Valley, CA 94546, County
of Alameda, is hereby registered by the

following owner(s): Daniel Bejenariu,
4481 Hillsborough Drive, Castro Valley,
CA 94546. This business is conducted
by an Individual. Registrant has not yet
begun to transact business under the
fictitious business name(s) listed herein.
Signature of registrant, Daniel Bejenariu,
Owner. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Alameda on December
19, 2018.(Pleasanton Weekly, PUB DATES
December 28, January 4, 11, 18).
Jam Jar Posies
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 557665
The following person doing business
as: Jam Jar Posies, 4893 Black Ave.,
Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of
Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Marilou Patricia Sande,
4893 Black Ave., Pleasanton, CA 94566.
This business is conducted by Marilou
Patricia Sande, an Individual. Registrant
began transacting business under the
fictitious business name listed herein
Nov. 12, 2018. Signature of Registrant:
Marilou Patricia Sande, Owner. This
statement was filed with the County Clerk
of Alameda on Dec. 3, 2018. (Pleasanton
Weekly, Dec. 28, 2018, Jan. 4, 11, 18,
2019.)

Call (925) 600-0840 for assistance with
your legal advertising needs.
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CASTLEWOOD

1.5 ACRES

520 Bunker Lane

6350 Alisal Street

4 BR, 3.5 BTH luxury home in Castlewood on
premium 2/3 Acre lot with beautiful views!
Offered at $1,799,000

2800 sq ft one story on FLAT 1.5 Acre lot with
detached bonus rm, huge shop area, and more!
Offered at $1,699,000

LARGE LOT

PENDING SALE

387 Mullin Court

4774 Sutter Gate Avenue

Gorgeous home featuring 5 BR + Loft, 4.5 BTHs,
3 car garage, and huge .28 Acre cul-de-sac lot
Offered at $1,799,000

Modern 5 BR, 3 BTH home newly remodeled
and expanded with designer ﬁnishes & pool
Offered at $1,649,000

PENDING SALE

PENDING SALE

From our home to yours,
wishing you joy and blessings
this holiday season.

Doug
D
oug B
Buenz
uenz | 6
680
80 Homes G
Group
roup
Bringing You Home™

7138 W. Woodbury Court

528 Bunker Lane

BRE #00843458

Upgraded one story Pheasant Ridge home with
5 BR, 4 BTH in premium cul-de-sac location
Offered at $2,050,000

Spectacular home with 5 BR, 5.5 BTHs on a
1 acre lot with pool, outdoor kit & ﬁreplace!
Offered at $2,395,000

680Homes.com

See these homes at 680Homes.com

(925) 621-0680

Diversified Mortgage Group
Congratulates Debi Zentner,
Our 2018 Loan Officer of the Year.
As I enter my 26th year in the mortgage business it has been a privilege to work with incredible
clients and Realtors. I have seen some dramatic changes in interest rates and mortgage trends
and strategies. If you need guidance in purchasing a home, whether it is your first home, a move
up home or a second home, or an investment home to help get ready for retirement, or assisting
your children in purchasing their first home, I am here to discuss your purchasing options.
If you want to refinance and take cash out of your home for college expenses or for home
improvements, or you want to stay in your home forever and a reverse mortgage is your goal,
it is my job to assist you and help you plan a road map for your mortgage needs.
I hope you and your family have an incredible 2019. Call or e-mail me today if I can help.

Debi Zentner
/RDQ2I¿FHURIWKH<HDU

2IÀFH  [
&HOO  
debi@divmg.com
NMLS # 241540
Licensed by The Department Of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. #4150025. Branch NMLS #508121 Offer of credit subject to credit approval. Rates and terms subject to change.
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Offered at $1,199,000

DeAnna Armario & Liz Venema
REALTORS® DRE LIC # 01363180 and 01922957
'H$QQD/L]#$UPDULR9HQHPD+RPHVFRP

925.260.2220 & 925.413.6544
$UPDULR9HQHPD+RPHVFRP
%5$1'1(:+20(,1/,9(5025(

If you are thinking of selling
or purchasing a home in
2019? Please contact me as
I have lots of exciting selling
tools to get you that special
home and/or to sell your
home at the highest market
price! It is going to be an
exciting year!!

1(:/,67,1*,1'2:172:1/,9(5025(
274 Wood St. Unit 505,
Livermore
2 bedroom, 2.5 baths, 2 car
garage. 1,117 Sq ft. Ultimate
downtown Livermore experience, ACE train, Dining Center
of Livermore. Enjoy the Community pool, playground, and
outdoor Garden. Don’t pass
this one up !!

437 Wayland Loop, Livermore
Brand New Home – 2018 One Story – approx. 1,610 sq ft.
3 bedroom – 2 bath – 2 car garage. California Room. AbWSYPXIP]+SVKISYW,EVH[SSH¾SSVXLVSYKLSYX7XEMRPIWWWXIIP
appliances, new Washer/Dryer.

2))(5('$7
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Gail Boal
REALTOR® LIC # 01276455
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Call me for
a no obligation
market analysis
on your home!

+$33<+2/,'$<6)5200<)$0,/<72<2856

Considering a change?
Cindy and Gene can help with
your real estate needs!

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® BRE LIC # 01370076 and 00607511

925.918.2045 www.WilliamsReGroup.com

THE

&20,1*6221

Pleasanton Charmer
4 bed / 2 bath in a most desirable school location. New carpet, new paint,
bathroom remodels and ready to show after the holiday. Call or text Cain
Realty Group to schedule an appointment or to learn more.
Are you thinking of buying or selling a home in 2019? NOW is the perfect
time to prepare. In today’s ever-changing market, it’s important to work
with a professional REALTOR®. So call me today for
a no-obligation evaluation of your homes’ value and
how I can help maximize that value for you.

Lloyd R . Steere
925.404.3394
lloyd@lloydsteere.com
www.lloydsteere.com
%$<$5($&$&+$37(5

DRE # 02009176

7KLQNLQJRI6(//,1* or %8<,1*?
3OHDVHFDOOPHIRUD)5((PDUNHWHYDOXDWLRQ

Rob Cain
Operating Principal/Realtor
Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty


Lic #02009516
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REAL ESTATE IS

NUMBER

ONE
NAME IN

KELLER
WILLIAMS
#1
Keller Williams is

BECOME PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER

-(11,)(5+$86

Keller Williams Realty is a company that changes lives.
Contact me about a career with KW.

Team Leader

in Real Estate

925.628.4077
Jennifer.Haus@kw.com
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