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AROUND
PLEASANTON
BY JEB BING

Pleasanton school
leaders facing dilemma
as enrollment surges

P

leasanton schools have a
challenge: Finding room
for increasing enrollment
that district leaders believe may
continue.
When schools closed for the
Christmas break a year ago, the
14,856 students in the district
went home for the holidays.
When schools opened two weeks
later, 140 new kids showed up,
a surprise not predicted by the
district’s demographer.
Besides rushing to find seats
for all of them, the district had to
hire 11 new teachers, not an easy
find in the middle of the school
year.
“The demographer’s predictions
were wrong,” Superintendent
David Haglund told a Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce forum
last week. “The surge was mostly
at the elementary school level.
That’s why we have an enrollment
issue now. Had that trend (the
demographer’s forecast) not reversed, we would have 200 fewer
kids in our schools” — not 140
more.
Analysts at first blamed the
surge on housing projects that
have been completed recently as
the city rezoned 70 acres for highdensity apartments to meet courtordered and state mandates.
But that wasn’t the case. Haglund investigated and found the
newcomers mostly came from
homes their parents were buying
in the Val Vista and Valley Trails
neighborhoods, served by Donlon
Elementary School.
“This is where homes are less
expensive, and where people who
have lived there for 30 or 40 years
are moving out,” Haglund said.
So, it’s home resales, especially
in those neighborhoods, that are
causing the surge, with sales continuing, he added.
Haglund listed several options
facing the school district to meet
these enrollment gains: build a
new elementary school, redistrict attendance boundaries, raise
the ideal number of children at
each elementary school or convert some schools to handle kindergarten through eighth-grade
classes.
While raising the current

650-student limit to 700 could
make sense, five of the district’s
nine elementaries already handle
at least 700 students. At the start
of the year, Donlon had 814 students, Fairlands had 785 and
Walnut Grove a total of 728.
Adjusting current school
boundaries also is being considered. That could solve problems
for now, but that would upset
everyone in town.
Haglund said that the cost of
converting Donlon and Hart Middle School to K-8, as suggested,
would cost $14 million over what
it would cost to build a new
school. The district just doesn’t
have the money for that. However, if the city’s east side is developed with housing, developers
would pay for a new school there,
which would be a K-8 school.
A new elementary school was
included in the recently approved
$270 million Measure I1 bond
measure, but where?
Haglund and his team have
spent months searching for a
school site in north Pleasanton,
where the school is needed, without success. They did find three
office buildings that the district
could buy and tear down, but that
would cost $45 million before a
new school was even built. He
called that proposal “ridiculous.”
The district also owns a 3-acre
school site on Vineyard Avenue
where Neal Elementary was to be
built years ago. Once planned to
serve Ruby Hill children, those
kids are now college-age or older.
The school is no longer needed.
“That site is nowhere near
where the kids are today,” Haglund said.
Haglund said he and a study
group will propose their recommendations for handling the district’s enrollment dilemma at a
workshop meeting of the Pleasanton school board on Dec. 18. The
meeting will start at 7 p.m. in the
school district’s headquarters at
4665 Bernal Ave.
See you there. Q
Editor’s note: Jeb Bing is editor
emeritus for the Pleasanton Weekly.
His “Around Pleasanton” columns
typically run on the second and
fourth Fridays of every month.
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Streetwise

ASKED AROUND TOWN

How have you dealt with the
wildfire smoke and the unhealthy
air conditions it has created
here in the Tri-Valley?
Scott Miller
Retired
I’m definitely staying indoors, as much as
possible, and not turning on the light when
I go to the bathroom, because the light
switch makes the fan go on as well, and the
fan brings outside air into the house. I’m
hoping that with the rain in the forecast,
things will clear up soon.

Linda Downing
Nurse
I try to limit my time outdoors, and have
been praying to God every single free
moment of time that I have, that he will
send water and help to the people who
have been so devastated by these recent
wildfires.

See a Stanford pediatrician
at Bayside Medical Group

Ted Durning

Access to Excellence.

Retired
I’m just trying to go on with my normal
business as usual and tough it out until the
smoke clears. We are so much more fortunate than many, to be only dealing with
smoke, as opposed to fire as well.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
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Sales
I am trying to not exert myself too much,
so that I won’t have to consume too much
smoky air. I also wear an N95 smoke/pollution mask when I have to go outdoors.

Elise Kahan

Chip Car Key

$

6999

(Some Restrictions
Apply)

An Irish
Christmas

Ask Us About:

Rescreening Or New Window
Screens, Sharpening Knives,
Scissors, Chainsaws, Mower
Blades and Many
Garden Tools.

in America
Dec 21

Teacher
I just made reservations to fly to Vermont
to spend some time visiting my sister. The
air there is cold, for sure, but it’s clean and
it’s good. And we haven’t had a chance to
spend much time together lately. I’m really
looking forward to the trip and am hopeful
that by the time I come home, the smoke
situation will be a thing of the past.
—Compiled by Nancy Lewis and Jenny Lyness
Have a Streetwise question? Email editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
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Newsfront
DIGEST

Supporting mental health in schools

Connect with PUSD
The Pleasanton Unified School
District invites locals to a “Connecting with our Community”
meeting on Tuesday from 6-7:30
p.m. in the multipurpose room at
Alisal Elementary School, 1454
Santa Rita Road.
The event is an opportunity
to learn more about the district’s
goals for the 2018-19 school year,
meet with and talk to district leaders and school board trustees and
ask any questions you may have.

Niles Fire contained
The 20-acre Niles Fire, which
had been burning in unincorporated Alameda County near Fremont since four days earlier, was
declared 100% contained Sunday
night, the Alameda County Fire
Department said.
The fire started Nov. 14 in
Niles Canyon near the intersection of Highway 84 (Niles Canyon Road) and Palomares Road,
about two miles east of the Niles
neighborhood of Fremont.
The cause of the fire remains
under investigation as of Sunday
night.
—Bay City News Service

School job fair
PUSD is looking to hire substitute teachers and classified substitutes, and will host a job fair on
Dec. 1 to seek out applicants.
In addition to substitute teachers, the classified substitute positions currently being sought-after
include paraeducators, custodians, clerical staff, Kids Club/afterschool care, STEAM preschool
and technology support.
The fair will take place from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m .at Village High
School, 4645 Bernal Ave. Attendees are asked to bring a copy of
their resume and California Basic
Education Skills Test if they are
applying for substitute teaching
positions. Applications are being
accepted, and interested candidates will receive help applying
for jobs on Edjoin.
Any questions can be sent to
HR technician Gina Aquino at
gaquino@pleasantonusd.net,
426-4344.

Smoke cancellation
The Pleasanton Downtown Association canceled its annual fundraising Spirit & Sweater Stroll
last Saturday evening for safety
reasons due to the unhealthy air
quality persistent throughout the
Bay Area.
PDA officials expressed disappointment at needing to call
off the event, which is seen as
the association’s holiday season
kick-off ahead of Small Business
Saturday and the Holiday Open
House, but they added that conditions were too unsafe as smoke
from the devastating Camp Fire
in Butte County continued to
linger here. Q

Social workers focus on preventative interventions, engaging diverse population
BY ERIKA ALVERO

M

ental health support services have been on the
minds of Pleasanton Unified School District officials, particularly as student stress persists and
remains a hot topic throughout the
district.
A report on such services was
spotlighted at a PUSD board meeting
last month, in particular responding
to some of the results from the California Healthy Kids Survey released
earlier this year. While the panel of
social workers presenting the report
highlighted a wide array of programs, at the heart of what they do
is working to normalize the idea of

mental health treatment.
“A lot of times our work with
our families consists of dealing with
stigmas that are surrounding mental
health,” Elise Greenaway, one of the
panelists, said at the Oct. 23 board
meeting. “A lot of our families are
uncomfortable with the idea of their
kids going to therapy, and concerned
about what that looks like for them.”
According to Kathleen Rief, director of student services, social
workers were not present in PUSD
schools until the district received
federal funding through the “Climate
Transformation Grant” in 2014.
They support students and families
at all educational levels, and during

the 2017-18 school year they served
250 separate students, who had
been referred to their department by
school staff.
In addition to having Englishspeaking social workers, Noemi Almaraz serves as a Spanish-speaking social worker for grades pre-K
through 12th, though her position
is funded through the district’s Local
Control and Accountability Plan
(LCAP).
While they support all students,
the district’s social workers also provide more targeted services for atrisk students, particularly those from
lower socioeconomic backgrounds,
in special education, homeless

Bauer-Kahan wins Assembly seat
Orinda Democrat turns tables on Republican Baker
after losing big in June primary
BY JEREMY WALSH

Democrat Rebecca Bauer-Kahan has declared victory in the
District 16 election after a concession call from Republican Assemblywoman Catharine Baker
in the wake of the challenger
leapfrogging the incumbent to
take a 2,901-vote lead after a
large results update by Contra
Costa County officials last Friday
afternoon.
The outcome represents a remarkable turnaround for BauerKahan, an Orinda attorney with
no prior elected experience who
finished 13.2% behind twoterm Republican Baker in June’s
primary election and trailed by
2.4% after early returns on Election Night on Nov. 6 but then
continued to make up ground
each subsequent day as more
vote-by-mail and provisional ballots were counted.
The margin now sits comfortably in the Democrat’s favor,
50.7% to 49.3%, with the vast
majority of District 16 ballots tabulated, as of Tuesday afternoon.
“The voters have spoken. It is
now clear that the voters of Assembly District 16 have selected
me to represent them in Sacramento,” Bauer-Kahan said in a
victory statement Friday afternoon. “I want to thank Catharine
Baker for her years of service for
our district and thank her for her
gracious call today to congratulate me.”
“I am looking forward to getting to work for my community and delivering for my new
constituents,” she added. “We

Rebecca Bauer-Kahan

showed that a campaign focused
on the issues can overcome millions in special interest spending
and I want to thank the voters
for having the confidence in me
to get the job done.”
Baker, a Dublin resident and
attorney by trade who held onto
a rare Assembly seat in the Bay
Area for the GOP for four years,
confirmed the concession Friday afternoon in a message to
supporters.
“I want to share with you that
I have just called my opponent,
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, to congratulate her on winning election
to the State Assembly for District
16, and to wish her success.
While there remain many ballots
to count, the outcome is not expected to change,” Baker said.
“It has been the honor of my
life to represent our community,
a community I love in a state I
love. I am deeply grateful to have
had the opportunity to serve as
your Assembly member,” Baker
continued, adding:
“A big, heartfelt thank-you to
my outstanding staff here in our
District and in the Capitol, and

youth, those with truancy issues and
those struggling with mental health
or substance abuse.
The California Healthy Kids Survey is administered to students in
grades five, seven, nine and 11 every
two years. At the October meeting,
the five-person panel honed in on
results surrounding chronic sadness
and depression, along with students
who reported having considered
suicide.
According to the survey, the percentage of students reporting chronic sadness and depression increased
with age: for the 2017-18 school
See MENTAL HEALTH on Page 9

Tri-Valley
ROP earns
state award

for the amazing volunteer, endorsement, and donor support
that gave us a strong, bipartisan
showing. And my biggest thankyou to my husband, Dan, and
our kids, Kate and Alex.”
Alameda and Contra Costa
counties report still having some
vote-by-mail, provisional and
conditional ballots left to count
countywide, but the new deficit
appears too steep for Baker to
overcome with the bulk of ballots
tallied.
Assembly District 16 is split
among the two counties, consisting overall of the Tri-Valley and
Lamorinda communities and a
portion of Walnut Creek.
Bauer-Kahan is the district’s
first Democrat representative
since Joan Buchanan termed out
from the State Assembly in 2014.
It also means both of Pleasanton’s representatives in the State
Legislature are Orinda Democrats, along with State Senator
Steve Glazer — he was not up for
election this year.
As results are solidifying statewide, the Democrats have regained a comfortable supermajority in the Assembly, with 60
districts (including District 16)
called for the Democrats and 20
set to go to the Republicans.
Bauer-Kahan looks to be
among the Democratic candidates buoyed by the so-called
“blue wave” at the polls throughout California this November
amid those voters’ growing disdain for the Republican Party

Middle College program
honored for innovation,
collaboration

See ASSEMBLY on Page 9

See TRI-VALLEY ROP on Page 8

BY ERIKA ALVERO

The California School Boards Association recently awarded the TriValley Regional Occupational Program (TVROP) a top educational
honor in recognition of the success
of Middle College High School at Las
Positas College.
This year marked the 39th for the
Golden Bell Awards, which singles
out “outstanding public school programs for innovation, sustainability and best practices that facilitate
positive student outcomes,” TVROP
Superintendent Julie Duncan said in
a statement. TVROP, one of 51 award
winners statewide, will officially receive the award at a ceremony next
week.
“I want to thank Las Positas College and our member districts’ trustees and staff at Dublin, Livermore
Valley Joint and Pleasanton unified
school districts for having the faith
and courage to take on a program
that is truly an original,” Duncan
said. “This program is the definition of collaboration and regional
partnerships that is hard to find anywhere in the state.”
A collaborative program operated
by the three school districts, TVROP
offers under-represented, collegebound students an alternative to traditional schooling pathways.
One of their offerings is Middle
College, a high school situated at

Pleasanton Weekly • November 23, 2018 • Page 5

NEWSFRONT

Newcomer Johnson, incumbent
Vonheeder-Leopold win DSRSD election
Pleasanton’s sewer district sees first contested election in six years
BY RYAN J. DEGAN

The first contested Dublin San
Ramon Services District election
since 2012 proved to be a competitive one, with incumbent Georgean
Vonheeder-Leopold reclaiming
her seat on the Board of Directors
and newcomer Ann Marie Johnson
finishing in the top spot in the
election.
Johnson took a commanding
lead early on in the ballot-counting
process and was followed closely
behind by Vonheeder-Leopold, as
both candidates would go on to
defeat three other challengers for
the two available board seats.
Both victors will serve a fouryear term overseeing the public
agency that provides water and
wastewater services in Dublin and
parts of San Ramon as well as sewer
service to Pleasanton by contract.
Johnson, who will hold elected
office for the first time, was the
top vote-getter, securing 15,573
votes, or 35.45%, as of Monday afternoon. Johnson was followed by
current board president Vonheeder-Leopold, who acquired 9,430
votes, or 21.47%, to earn the second available board position.
Nonprofit director Charles

Ann Marie
Johnson

Georgean
VonheederLeopold

“Chuck” Haupt placed behind Vonheeder-Leopold achieving the third
highest number of votes 7,557, or
17.20%, edging out facility manager James Brady who garnered
6,236 votes, good for 14.19% of
total votes. Rounding out the pack
is retired engineer Richard Jesse,
who obtained 4,993 votes across
the district for 11.37% of reported
votes.
The remaining one-third of a
percentage point went to write-in
candidates who accounted for 145
votes.
There are still a small number
of ballots left to count, namely
provisionals and final-day vote-bymail, but the results collected thus
far represent the bulk of ballots
cast, and the margins are too significant for the other challengers to

realistically overcome.
Johnson secured the seat available after incumbent Director Pat
Howard decided to not run for
re-election after 14 years on the
board.
“This is the first time the district
has had an election in years. I’d like
to thank everyone who took the
time to become familiar with the
candidates and issues. I’m looking
forward to contributing to the formation of sound water policy here
in the Tri-Valley,” Johnson told the
Weekly.
While this is Johnson’s first time
holding an elected position, she
has a history of working around the
environmental and safety industry,
beginning her career in environmental consultation.
She campaigned on a platform
of ensuring residents of the region
have clean and reliable water, ensuring environmental stewardship,
and promoting collaboration between the DSRSD and other local
water agencies such as Zone 7 —
DSRSD’s water wholesaler.
Another key point stressed in her
campaign was maintaining affordable water rates for residents within
the district. Early in her campaign

Improv troupe offering
Holiday Shorts
Creatures of Impulse to follow audience leads
for fun-filled evening
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

The Creatures of Impulse pop
up to provide improv entertainment for all occasions — including the holidays.
Holiday Shorts 2018, “A
Long Winter’s Tale,” will take
place next week at the Firehouse Arts Center. First the
teen troupe will follow audience suggestions for holidaythemed games scenes and fun.
Next the audience will vote for
which short scene should be
expanded into an entire improvised play.
“Since every show is so different, we get lots of fans who make
it a point to come to at least two,
if not all three performances,”
coach Mark Duncanson said.
she cited the region’s increasing
water costs as a key concern and a
driving factor in her decision to run
for office.
While Johnson has vision for
forming a sound collaborative
water policy, her first actions as a

A Tuesday preview performance will take place at 7:30
p.m., with tickets at the door
for $2. The shows will then take
place at 7:30 p.m. next Thursday (Nov. 29) and Friday (Nov.
30). Tickets are $7 for students
and $12, adults; go to www.firehousearts.org, call 931-4848, or
purchase at the theater box office, 4444 Railroad Ave.
The Creatures of Impulse will
also perform at the sixth annual
Holiday Youth Music Festival,
which takes place at 6 p.m. this
Saturday (Nov. 24) at the Firehouse. This show includes bands
and solos of teen musicians from
throughout the Tri-Valley. Tickets are $7, students; and $12,
adults. Q
director will be to help with the
district’s immediate needs.
“On (Nov. 11), the Dublin Boulevard office flooded. My first order
of business will likely be to ensure
See DSRSD on Page 8
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DSRSD
Continued from Page 6

the staff has all the resources necessary to make the district office
habitable again. Packing, moving,
salvaging is stressful; and the current split locations make customer
service difficult. Hopefully we can
get everyone ‘home’ as soon as possible,” she said.
Longtime board member Vonheeder-Leopold will add another
DSRSD term to her extended resume of elected experience, including spending 18 of the past 30
years on the DSRSD board.
“I think it is kind of fun that we
will have three women on DSRSD,”
Vonheeder-Leopold said with a
laugh. “That’s something we’ve
worked for so long and oh my gosh
here it is.”
She told the Weekly that she
plans on getting right back to work
and will continue to prioritize finding additional water supplies in
order to mitigate the trouble that
will come if another drought hits.
She is a supporter of potable reuse
as an alternate source, but admits
that option hasn’t been received
well in recent years. Desalination
is another option, but both alternatives are very expensive, she said.
While she was happy to have
won re-election, Vonheeder-Leopold said the election coverage and
actions of some residents was a
disappointment.

“This is my 11th election and
this was one of the worst I’ve lived
through. There was so much negativity going on in Dublin plus nobody
covered us,” she said. “Voters did not
have the opportunity to see the differences in our backgrounds and experiences. Basically we were ignored
and here we are one of the most important services that are provided.”
She also alleged that 30 election
signs she put up went missing,
adding that the disappearances left
a bad taste in her mouth.
“I don’t know it just felt a little
uncomfortable and unfortunately
felt a lot like our country is right
now, which is just mean and divisive,” she added.
Vonheeder-Leopold moved to
Dublin in 1971, and in addition
to her time on the DSRSD Board of
Directors (1992 to 2000 and 2009
to present), she previously served
on the Dublin City Council (198490), Dublin Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors, and as Dublin’s
city historian.
The DSRSD election results include totals reported by Alameda
County for Dublin ballots and
Contra Costa County for the portions of San Ramon represented
by the district. Though the district
provides sewer service for the city
of Pleasanton by contract, Pleasanton residents do not vote for
the DSRSD board because the city
is outside of the district’s official
boundaries. Q

Return of a Christmas Tradition
Western Garden Nursery’s
Christmas Shop featuring:

Livermore’s Las Positas College
that was founded in 2015 as a way
to allow students to take advantage of collegiate resources while
simultaneously completing a high
school diploma.
Students at Middle College can
earn up to 44 college units, while

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Composer Leonard Bernstein, shown
here in a 1971 photo by Marion S.
Trikosko.

in this tragic story,” Webber noted.
“It is gorgeous music full of love’s
longing, and profound grief.”
The concert will conclude with
the sunny second symphony of
Brahms, another composition that
dates to the late 1800s.
“This is music about the release
of tension into freedom and love,”
Webber said. “Musical historians like
to call this Brahms’ ‘Pastoral’ symphony, and it is the most joyful and
sunny of his four great symphonies.
I think the reason it feels so joyful is
because of the great soulful darkness
that lies within it.
“These great contrasts are especially present in the first and second
movement, and in the last movement,
receiving guidance from designated
college counselors, staff members
and through AVID (Advancement
Via Individual Determination), a
well-known academic support class
also offered at other PUSD campuses.
Admission is limited to students
within the participating districts
who have completed the 10th
grade, and each year’s cohort is
capped at 35 students.

TAKE US ALONG

Valid through 12/24/18 with this coupon.

Festive cyclamen $4.99 each
F
4” pot size. Regularly $7.99 each.
Valid through 12/24/18 with this coupon.
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Open Monday-Saturday 9-5,
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2756 Vineyard Ave., Pleasanton • 925.462.1760
facebook.com/wgnursery
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BY PATRICIA BOYLE

Livermore-Amador Symphony
opens its 56th regular season with
“Joy, Pathos, and Passion” at Livermore’s Bankhead Theater at 8:15
p.m. next Saturday (Dec. 1). Conducted by music director Lara Webber, the concert will feature compositions by Leonard Bernstein, Gabriel
Fauré and Johannes Brahms.
The program will open with the
lively overture to “Candide,” for
which Bernstein wrote the music
as well as some of the lyrics. The
overture performance is a bright and
energetic tribute to this prodigious
composer, pianist and long-term
music director of the New York Philharmonic, a century after his birth.
“When I think of the music of
Leonard Bernstein, I think of love,”
Webber said. “His music is pure
heart-on-your-sleeve expression; it’s
often an unabashed pursuit of joy.
This perfect five-minute overture
packs a punch and fully encapsulates the frivolity and chaos of the
story of Voltaire’s ‘Candide.’”
Next the orchestra will play Fauré’s sublime “Pelléas and Mélisande.”
Fauré was one of the leading French
composers of his generation. In the
late 1890s he wrote this music for
the “Symbolist” play about a pair of
doomed lovers.
“His harmonic language shifts between open, simple progressions to
more complex chromaticism, a perfect metaphor for the contradictions

Continued from Page 5

any regularly priced gift shop purchase.
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Program will open with Bernstein’s lively ‘Candide’ overture
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Symphony to present
‘Joy, Pathos, and Passion’

200 years of
wool: Ivan
and Elyse
Maltz pose
outside the
Knockando
Wool Mill in
Speyside in
the Scottish
Highlands.
It’s been a
working mill
for the last
200 years,
weaving
fabric and
making
wool.

Brahms deliberately restrains the energy accumulated throughout the
entire symphony until it can be contained no more and all the bright,
beautiful light bursts out in full
glory,” she continued.
“It’s one of the great finales of all
time.”
That same day, at 3 p.m., immediately preceding the Livermore
Holiday Parade, Livermore-Amador
Symphony will present its free annual Family Concert at the Bankhead
Theater. The afternoon performance
will be geared toward families with
children, featuring holiday favorites
as well as music of Bernstein. The
Valley Dance Theatre will join the
orchestra, and following the program children may participate in the
Instrument Petting Zoo — a popular
feature of previous Family Concerts.
Although the afternoon concert is
free, tickets are required.
At the evening concert, Webber
will provide brief commentary during the evening in lieu of a prelude
talk. The Symphony Guild will host
a post-concert reception.
Find ticket information for both
concerts at www.bankheadtheater.
org; at the Bankhead ticket office,
2400 First St., Livermore; or by calling 373-6800. Q
Editor’s note: Patricia Boyle, immediate
past-president of the California Writers
Club Tri-Valley branch, has been writing
about the Livermore-Amador Symphony
for seven years.

To determine this year’s award winners, a 17-member panel of experts
from school districts and county
educational offices across the state
judged programs based on written
entries to make initial recommendations, which were then assessed
by on-site validators.
“The evaluator to Middle College remarked that the program was
everything that was presented in
the application and more and commended the wonderful partnership
of the five premier educational organizations,” Duncan said, referring
to the three school districts, TVROP
and Las Positas.
The award will be presented
to Middle College at CSBA’s annual Education Conference and
Trade Show in San Francisco next
Thursday.
“The Golden Bell recipients exemplify the spirit of innovation and
excellence for which all of
California’s public schools strive,”
said Vernon M. Billy, CEO and
executive director of CSBA. “The
Golden Bell Awards reflect the
depth and breadth of outstanding
education offerings in our state, and
demonstrate the tenacity, vision and
dedication of school leaders across
California.” Q

NEWSFRONT

BART to study second transbay
rail crossing
New line proposed to include standard-gauge tracks and the wider BART tracks
BART directors received an update last week on early steps toward
a second transbay BART crossing
that could include both standardgauge rail tracks and the wider
BART tracks.
That would allow Capitol Corridor riders to have a one-seat
ride from Sacramento to San
Francisco.
The added train access would
augment the existing Transbay Tube
and could tie together the “megaregion,” connecting the Peninsula,
Silicon Valley and San Francisco
with the East Bay, Sacramento and
Central Valley communities.
The idea is to “create more

opportunities for people to ditch
the car,” said BART Board of Directors President Robert Raburn during the Nov. 15 review of the planning process.
The next stage is to commission
a feasibility study to narrow alternatives for the second crossing to
a short list of two to four options.
After that, the BART board could
award a contract for the study in
mid-2019.
Construction on what’s expected
to be a multi-billion dollar crossing wouldn’t start for another 10
years, but BART officials said they
need to start soon. Although BART
plans to increase capacity through

the existing Transbay Tube, demand is expected to outpace capacity by 2040 in medium- and
high-growth scenarios.
Studies and early engineering for
the project will be funded by $150
million from Measure RR, the $3.5
billion BART modernization bond
measure approved by voters two
years ago. Another $50 million for
the study will come from Regional
Measure 3, approved last June.
Planners have listed six objectives for the project, including the
possibility of 24-hour service and
increased capacity and to access new
markets and growth opportunities. Q
—Bay City News Service

MENTAL HEALTH

management by social workers.
While these final steps are crucial to have in place, they hope by
working on preventative intervention to decrease the need for reactionary measures.
The ensuing conversation with
the board ranged from data-oriented questions from trustees to
thoughts on the best ways to support the diverse set of families living in the district.
“We have a lot of different cultures here in PUSD and some people that have recently moved here
from other countries are not familiar
with mental health services and the
normality of that,” Greenaway said.
“So a big job for us is to normalize
mental health treatment and help encourage families to seek that out for
their students,” she added. “And help
them to find a way that’s going to be
sustainable for them, either through
their insurance or through a community provider that can provide sliding
scale, income-based services.”
On-site parent liaisons are instrumental in this mission, she
added.
Liaisons act as a go-between for
families and their children’s school,
and can serve as intermediaries
when cultural and linguistic barriers exist. Right now, they have
liaisons who speak Punjabi and a
few other Indian dialects, Korean,
Spanish and Mandarin, and documents can be translated into Spanish, Mandarin and Korean — the
shared cultural understanding and
language facilitates conversations
about why treatment is important.
Document translation is critical,
Greenaway said, in cases where
students are hospitalized. “We recognize that it’s really important
information for that to be in their
first language,” she said.
Trustee Steve Maher asked the
panelists how many “5150s” they
saw last year — or an involuntary
confinement of someone suspected
to be a danger to themselves. From
August to October in both 2017

and 2018, the district saw a total of
13, said Ashley Sprader, coordinator
of Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports (PBIS). The number
does tend to go up in the spring, she
confirmed when Maher asked.
“We looked at that and we tried
to graph, and see if there are any
trends, what can we do, are there
certain grade levels, gender, what
are we looking at, how many AP
classes, all types of things we tried
to look at,” Sprader said. “And to
be honest, there wasn’t a true trend
attached to all of that.”
Trustee Joan Laursen noted that
social media seems to add a whole
other level to the anxiety and wayward emotions that naturally accompany adolescence.
“It feels like social media and the
barrage of information — it magnifies and exacerbates the natural
teenage angst that we all have experienced, right?” she said.
“Somehow we’ve got to get a
handle on helping students understand how toxic this can be for
folks who are already in a vulnerable space,” she added.
Sprader agreed, saying that while
resources about social media toxicity were available on their website,
they were looking to deliver the
information in a different format as
well, possibly through a screening
of “Like,” a companion film to the
previously-shown “Angst.”
Trustees and staff alike also highlighted the importance of peer advocates, both informal and through
established school programs —
along with the need to support the
“advocate.”
“My experience is that when a
student has a problem, they first
go to their friend, and their friend
serves as their psychologist, that
tries desperately to help,” Board
President Mark Miller said. “And at
some point it’s too much. And do
they know who to go to?”
For more information, visit
the PUSD website at https://bit.
ly/2DN1Mwi. Q

Continued from Page 5

year, 16% of seventh-graders reported feelings of chronic sadness
and helplessness, with that number
rising to 22% for ninth-graders and
30% for those in the 11th grade.
The reported number also went
up from the 2015-16 to the 201718 school years, increasing 1% at
the seventh-grade level, 3% for
ninth-graders and 4% in 11th grade.
Last school year did see a slight
decrease in the percentage of 12thgrade students who reported having considered suicide over the
previous year, going down from
17% to 15% between the two survey administration cycles.
Mental health services, the panelists said, are divided into three
separate tiers.
Tier 1 aims to address the broader student population, through
classes, listing crisis numbers on
student ID cards, staff development on suicide prevention and
mental health, enhanced crisis response procedures and through a
joint partnership with the city of
Pleasanton for their Community
Education Series — they recently screened an independent film
called “Angst” as a way to raise
awareness about anxiety.
The second tier narrows the pool
reached, focusing on some of the
department’s targeted and at-risk
groups, through methods such as
providing more restorative alternatives to suspension for substancerelated offenses, additional social
emotional resources for counselors,
connecting students and families
to outside counseling services and
mental health presentations at Mariachi Night.
And the third tier — the tip of
the pyramid — supports the most
serious cases, through solidifying
psychiatric hospitalization re-entry
procedures, behavior contracts to
connect students to mental health
supports and individualized case

VISIT TRI-VALLEY

Inaugural Ice Cream Trail honored
Oakland resident Alisz Sayaphupha enjoyed a cone at Meadowlark
Dairy in downtown Pleasanton, one of dozens of children to take part
in the inaugural Tri-Valley Ice Cream Trail organized during the summer
by Visit Tri-Valley. The trail offered 16 stops throughout Pleasanton,
Livermore, Dublin and Danville, promoting ice cream shops in the area
and helping raise $500 for Valley Humane Society. The program also
received recognitions, including a Hermes 2018 Gold Winner award
and spots on Pop Sugar’s list of “The 10 Best Food and Drink Trails
to Explore in America” and Trips to Discover’s “9 Best Food and Drink
Trails in the United States.”

ASSEMBLY
Continued from Page 5

and President Donald Trump’s
administration.
But the results weren’t always
as promising for the political newcomer from Orinda.
Last Friday marked the first
time Bauer-Kahan officially took
the lead in the general election,
which at one time saw Baker ahead
early by hundreds of votes (2.4%
margin) at the end of Election
Night — that after the Republican
finished comfortably ahead in the
primary, 56.6% to 43.4%.
But the general election gap
closed consistently in Bauer-Kahan’s favor over the ensuing week
and a half as more vote-by-mail
and provisional ballots were tallied and Alameda County updated
its totals each day, a margin that
dwindled down to just a 159-vote
advantage for Baker on Nov. 15.
Then last Friday afternoon, Bauer-Kahan’s home county of Contra
Costa released its first election
results update since Nov. 9 and the
Democrat expanded her once-narrow lead in that county to nearly
2,800 votes — enough to jump
in front of Baker overall. By Saturday afternoon, the Democrat also
pulled ahead in Alameda County,
by 121 votes.
The overall count now stands
at 105,396 votes for Bauer-Kahan,
compared to 102,495 ballots for
Baker.
During the campaign this fall,
Bauer-Kahan presented herself as
a Democrat who would always
represent the voice of District 16
residents, compared to Baker’s record, especially on women’s rights,
environmental protection and gun
control.
Baker tried to position herself as

an independent voice who delivers
results for the communities in her
district and who is willing to work
with legislators on both sides of
the aisle to achieve key constituent
priorities.
The Baker campaign cited her
voting history as progressive and
bipartisan, while Bauer-Kahan
backers argued the incumbent
hadn’t demonstrated enough
consistency.
Bauer-Kahan is an attorney and
married mother of school-age children who entered her first Assembly election with school volunteer
and nonprofit service experience,
but no elected or local government service time, trying to offer
District 16 a new type of political
voice in Sacramento.
That was strikingly similar
background to Baker’s in 2014
when the Republican attorney
won her first-ever elected position
by defeating union-backed Democrat and former Dublin mayor
Tim Sbranti in a tight race for the
open Assembly seat after Buchanan termed out. Baker retained the
seat for the GOP in 2016, comfortably defeating Democrat Cheryl
Cook-Kallio, a former Pleasanton
City Council member.
Looking ahead, Alameda County officials said results would be
updated each day until finalized
while Contra Costa County officials were set to release their next
update on Wednesday afternoon,
after the Weekly’s press deadline,
saying they have around 36,000
ballots left pending countywide.
(They say they’re unable to determine how many of those are in
District 16.)
Local election results must be
certified by Dec. 7, according to
the California Secretary of State’s
Office. Q
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Community Pulse
POLICE BULLETIN
PPD recruiting for
Citizens’ Police Academy
The Pleasanton Police Department
is looking for residents interested in
learning more about the department
by taking part in its annual Citizens’
Police Academy.
The academy aims to foster closer
partnerships within the community
through education and exposure to
law enforcement procedures, as well
as highlight the importance of community engagement in policing, according to the department.
“This unique experience allows
members of the police department
to connect with residents in a way
that’s often difficult to achieve when
responding to calls. The academy
provides a relaxed setting where police and residents can learn from
each other,” said Shannon Whitaker,
community relations coordinator.
The 15-week program covers police topics such as animal services,
crime prevention, patrol procedures,
traffic enforcement, crime scene investigation, SWAT, police K-9s, use
of force, radio communications and
narcotics investigations.
Applications are due back to the
department by Dec. 14.

The program is open only to
adults and enrollment is limited
to those who live or work in the
city of Pleasanton. Applicants must
be free of any felony convictions,
have no misdemeanor arrests within one year of applying, and successfully complete a background
investigation.
Applications are available at the
front counter of the Pleasanton Police
Department, located at 4833 Bernal
Ave., or online at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov. Any questions can be
directed to academy coordinator Sgt.
Julie Fragomeli via email, jfragomeli@cityofpleasantonca.gov.

In other news
A man accused of molesting young
children he was hired to baby-sit
in the Walnut Creek area appeared
in Contra Costa County Superior
Court for a preliminary hearing last
week and was ordered to go to trial
on more than a half-dozen felony
charges.
Brandon Genest, 28, was arrested
June 4 after a Walnut Creek family
came forward to report that sexually
inappropriate behavior had occurred
while they left their three young
children in his care.
The victims told investigators that
Genest allegedly showed the children
his penis and asked if they wanted to

touch it. Two of them had done so,
according to Officer Kim Gerstner
and Detective Amber Martin with the
Walnut Creek Police Department,
both of who testified at the Nov. 14
hearing.
After Genest’s arrest, the subsequent news coverage generated
roughly 40 calls to investigators who
were asking other victims to come
forward.
Genest consented to a search of
his smartphone, according to Martin,
and detectives allegedly discovered
at least two images of child pornography. After searching other devices,
they allegedly found more.
Using metadata from the photographs, detectives were allegedly
able to connect the GPS coordinates
connected to those images with the
addresses of additional victims.
Genest was ultimately charged
with multiple counts of lewd acts
upon a child, indecent exposure,
child molesting and possession of
child or youth pornography.
“We’re talking about a person of
trust baby-sitting very small children,” Judge Theresa Canepa said.
“Unfortunately, the pictures are of
those children.”
Genest is scheduled to return to
court Dec. 3. Q
—Pleasanton Weekly staff and
Bay City News Service

POLICE REPORT
The Pleasanton Police Department made
the following information available.

Nov. 14
Burglary
Q 10:45 p.m. on the 7900 block of
Paragon Circle
Alcohol violation
Q 7:32 p.m. on the 4600 block of Ithaca
Way
Embezzlement
Q 7:13 p.m. on the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road

Nov. 13
Robbery
Q 9:48 p.m. on the 4300 block of Black
Avenue
Theft
Q 11:01 a.m. on the 1800 block of
Santa Rita Road
Q 8:13 p.m., 1400 block of Stoneridge
Mall Road; shoplifting
Fraud
Q 4:42 p.m. on the 3400 block of
Stacey Way
Vandalism
Q 2:45 p.m. on the 1000 block of
Kottinger Drive
Sex offense
Q 2:32 p.m. on the 1100 block of Santa
Rita Road

Nov. 12
Missing person
Q 11:07 p.m. on the 5500 block of
Calico Lane

Theft
Q 12:16 p.m., 2800 block of Hopyard
Road; shoplifting
Q 3:33 p.m., 4500 block of Rosewood
Drive; shoplifting
Q 6:21 p.m., 5700 block of Johnson
Drive; theft from auto
Q 7:53 p.m. on the 4500 block of
Pleasanton Avenue
Drug violation
Q 12:25 a.m. on the 5500 block of
Johnson Drive
Q 3:49 p.m. at Hopyard Road and
Owens Drive
Alcohol violation
Q 10:34 a.m. on the 3900 block of
Santa Rita Road
Domestic battery
Q 9:21 a.m. on Bernal Avenue

Nov. 11
Theft
Q 12:53 p.m., 6000 block of Johnson
Drive; theft of auto
Q 1:28 p.m., 1400 block of East Gate
Way; theft of auto
Q 3:03 p.m. on the 1400 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
DUI
Q 2:37 a.m. at Sunol Boulevard and
Sycamore Road
Alcohol violation
Q 9:56 p.m. on the 1800 block of Santa
Rita Road
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Choosing the right care provider can be a long and complicated
process. Home Care Assistance prides itself on helping families
by providing expert care management, in addition to the most
experienced and dependable caregivers. We take the guesswork
out of what care clients might need and manage everything for
you! Plus, our expert caregiver matching ensures your loved
one is paired with a caregiver with the skills and experience to
meet their needs but also with a personality that will make them
optimally comfortable and happy.
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From our family to yours!
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Serving happy clients across Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin, San Ramon and more!
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Q

uality of life in a community like Pleasanton is closely tied to the
local economy, which goes hand in hand with the health of the
small businesses in our community.
In the age of e-commerce, acquisitions and mergers making large retailers into giant monopolies, small businesses are struggling to survive.
These establishments, like the ones that line downtown Pleasanton or
your neighborhood shopping center, add diversity to our otherwise
homogeneous, chain store, online-impersonal world. They support the
community and other small businesses, and keep the decisions and dollars local.
The effects of small businesses failing are widespread and undesirable.
When a business fails, owners and employees lose their income, landlords lose tenants, buildings sit empty and the community loses sales tax
dollars.
That is just the start since there is a ripple effect. When people are
unemployed, they spend less, which creates a vicious circle of less money
spent in small businesses, making them less viable and more apt to fail,
putting more people out of work. Through all this the local governments
lose sales tax revenue they use to run the municipalities.
Small Business Saturday, held strategically on the Saturday after
Thanksgiving, between the shopping crazes of Black Friday and Cyber
Monday, encourages holiday shopping at small, local, brick-and-mortar
businesses.
The first Small Business Saturday was held only eight years ago and the
program has grown exponentially since on a national level.
Participation has certainly grown here in Pleasanton as well.
This year, the city government and Pleasanton Downtown Association
are partnering on a showcase Small Business Saturday and Downtown
Pleasanton Open House event tomorrow.
More than 30 downtown merchants will be taking part, offering special

discounts on shopping, dining and services, and lucky customers who
visit downtown stores and restaurants will receive balloons, stickers,
shopping bags, pet bandannas, pens and more as a thank-you for their
support. The PDA is also sponsoring free photos with Santa Claus at the
Museum on Main from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
“Buying locally ensures our city stays extraordinary and the place to
go,” PDA officials said ahead of Small Business Saturday. “Our businesses
make us special and give us a strong sense of loyalty for our city. The
more unique we are as a community, the more we attract visitors, which
benefits everyone.”
Shopping in Pleasanton also keeps dollars right here. PDA officials said
that for every $100 spent at an independently owned Pleasanton store,
$46 stays in the community.
City officials concur. According to a proclamation presented during the
City Council meeting on Election Night, Pleasanton has more than 3,700
small businesses, defined as those with up to 150 employees. Collectively,
these businesses employ more than 33,500 people.
“The owners and operators of small businesses foster economic growth
through the creation of jobs and the production of goods and services for
our community and around the globe,” the proclamation stated.
“Small Business Saturday is a day to support the small businesses that
invigorate our economy and keep our communities thriving,” the proclamation added. “The city of Pleasanton ... calls upon all residents to support our small business community by shopping, dining or accessing the
services of a small business in Pleasanton.”
Support our small, brick-and-mortar establishments and “shop small”
on Small Business Saturday tomorrow. And share your experiences with
the Weekly, city and PDA via social media, using #ShopSmall.
When you buy and dine local, you keep the decisions, tax dollars and
jobs here and help our community continue to thrive. Q

LETTERS
Chamber actively supports
our community
Dear Editor,
Pleasanton is widely recognized
as a premier community and recently highlighted in the “Tri-Valley
Rising Report” as a great place to
live, work and do business.
The Pleasanton Chamber believes that local business and residents share core values and community goals and that business
has a critical role to play in the efforts to maintain and sustain those
things that bring value to the community. A key role of the chamber
is to work with, support and help
develop future leaders in our city.
We represent 750-member businesses with a vast majority being
Pleasanton residents. Pleasanton
businesses contribute over 60% of
the local tax base and collectively act
as the economic engine that produces the jobs, incomes, investments
and contributions that support our
extraordinary quality of life.
The Chamber of Commerce’s
primary guide for our activities
is based on “Pleasanton 2020: A
Community Vision,” with measurable objectives and shared values
in the areas of the local economy,
infrastructure, education, public

safety, health and human services,
arts, culture and recreation, housing and leadership.
To view “Pleasanton 2020: A Community Vision,” go to: www.pleasanton.org/2020-a-community-vision.
—Signed by past chamber board
chairs: Jack Bras, Jo Betty Allen,
Joyce Shapiro, Larry Lindsey, Martin
Inderbitzen, Frank Capilla, Peter
MacDonald, Bob Silva, Barbara
Berlogar, Brad Hirst, Jan Batcheller,
Ralph Rajs, Otis Nostrand, John
Sensiba, Victor Malatesta, Laura
Olson, Tom Powers, Brock Roby,
David Stark, James Paxson, Matt
DePretis, Todd Moberg and
Rick Beaumont.

Shop BIG at local businesses
this season
Local, small businesses contribute to our “small-town charm.”
We all love small businesses, but
sometimes forget to patronize them
because internet shopping has become easier and slightly cheaper.
Pleasanton has over 3,700 small
businesses, which employ more
than 33,000 people.
If you love Pleasanton, please
show your love for our local, small
businesses.

The benefits of patronizing small,
local businesses include:
• Sales tax dollars stay in Pleasanton
and are used for our public safety,
parks, streets and infrastructure.
• Money spent at a Pleasanton
business turns over and more of it
stays in our community
• Local businesses always help our
community with charity events and
fundraisers
• Exceptional customer service that
you can’t get online
• Fits in with our Pleasanton
character.
For example, if you want:
• Books, think of Towne Center
Books (free Pleasanton delivery,
order online).
• Sports equipment, think of All
Star Sports.
• Candies, think of GourmetWorks.
• Kitchen and home items, think of
Pans on Fire.
• Women’s clothing, think of all of
the boutiques on Main Street.
• Cupcakes and cake pops, think of
Sweetart or Primrose.
• Wine and gifts, think of Wine
Steward.
• Athletic clothes, think of Fleet
Feet.
• Household and gifts, think of
Rick’s Picks.

Shopping at small, local businesses benefits our entire community.
—Christina Nystrom Mantha

Is Swalwell insane?
I know you won’t print this, but
until you pull your support for
that lunatic U.S. Congressman Eric
Swalwell who just tweeted that all
American citizens who won’t turn
in their semi-automatic weapons
should be nuked, I am canceling my subscription. He is precisely why we have our Second
Amendment.
—Rich Ragsdale
Editor’s note: This letter refers
to Swalwell responding last Friday
to a Twitter user’s rebuke of the
congressman’s USA Today op-ed
in favor of the government forcing
assault weapon owners to sell back
those weapons (calling Swalwell’s
stance tantamount to declaring war
on those residents).
The tweet, which Swalwell said
soon after was sarcastic, read, “And
it would be a short war my friend.
The government has nukes. Too
many of them. But they’re legit.
I’m sure if we talked we could find
common ground to protect our
families and communities.”
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Give now to help others in our community

2018 Holiday Fund
campaign now underway
15 nonprofits to
benefit from this year’s
contributions
BY JEB BING

The Pleasanton Weekly’s 2018 Holiday
Fund launches today with 15 nonprofits
slated to benefit from this year’s campaign.
With new federal income tax rules in
place for this calendar year, there’s concern
and uncertainty by nonprofit organizations
over large-scale donations they’ve traditionally received.
That means that community campaigns
such as the Holiday Fund are expected to
play a major role in the contributions that
these nonprofits need in the year ahead.
This year, the contributions will be split
between two tiers among 15 recipients.
In Tier 1, the recipients that will share
equally in 50% of total 2018 Holiday Fund
donations are:
• Axis Community Health
• Pleasanton Partnerships in Education
(PPIE) Foundation
• Sunflower Hill
• Valley Humane Society
• ValleyCare Charitable Foundation
Tier 2 recipients that will share equally
in 50% of total 2018 Holiday Fund receipts
are:
• Agape Villages Foster Family Agency
• CityServe of the Tri-Valley
• Hope Hospice
• Museum on Main
• Open Heart Kitchen
• Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council
• Pleasanton Military Families
• Tri-Valley REACH
• Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies
Foundation
• Senior Support Program of the Tri-Valley
Again this year, the Weekly is partnering
with Silicon Valley Community Foundation,

which will handle all finances related to the
Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund. This will
allow donors to take advantage of a tax deduction for the dollars they contribute through
the foundation’s 501(c)(3) nonprofit status to
the fullest extent of the new tax code.
Also, the Pleasanton Weekly and Silicon
Valley Community Foundation will handle
all costs of the campaign. That means that
every dollar will go directly to the 15 nonprofits with no administrative expenses.
“The 2018 Holiday Fund is especially
targeted at meeting the unfunded and
under-funded needs of Tri-Valley agencies,” said Gina Channell, president and
publisher of the Pleasanton Weekly and
DanvilleSanRamon.com.
“One of these is the Museum on Main,”
she said. “It tells the fascinating stories of
those who came before, illustrating characters, places and events that have shaped our
community.”
“These tales capture the hearts of people
in our community today, enabling them to
connect with our rich heritage,” she added.
“The Museum on Main is the steward of our
community’s historical treasures.”
Another beneficiary of the 2018 Holiday
Fund is Axis Community Health, a community health center that serves more than
14,000 Tri-Valley residents from five sites in
Pleasanton and Livermore. Services include
primary medical care for all ages, mental
health and behavioral health counseling, substance abuse treatment, and a supplemental
nutrition program for women, infants and
children (WIC).
“Support from the Holiday Fund is vital
to our ability to meet the ongoing need for
affordable health care here in the Tri-Valley,”
said Sue Compton, Axis CEO. “Holiday
Fund contributions help us make medical
care available to our community’s most vulnerable residents.”
With the need for affordable, quality
medical and mental health services in the

2018-2019 Holiday Fund Donors
As of November 13, 27 donors have contributed $10,725
to the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund.
William Berck .................................................... 250

Rich & Gloria Fredette ......................................... **

Donna and Jim Zarrillo ...................................... 100

A. Desrosiers ..................................................... 100

Shake Sulikyan .................................................... **

Chuck & Debra Uhler ........................................ 135

Pat & Ran Costello .............................................. **

Blaise & Amy Loﬂand ........................................ 250

Robert Russman ................................................ 100

Bob & Marianne Eisberg.................................... 100

Christina Nystrom Mantha .................................. **

Kathy & Jeff Narum........................................... 100

LawTech......................................................... 1,000

Tim McGuire Team, Alain Pinel Realtors.......... 1,000

Margaret Monahan........................................... 500

Margaret Bryant................................................ 100

James Price .................................................... 5,000
Eric Krieger ....................................................... 500
Victor Wheatman.............................................. 250

IN MEMORY OF

Terri Bush ............................................................ 40

Gam & Papa Abbott, from The Casey Family ....... **

Jason Stinebaugh .............................................. 100

Mike, Matt & Diane, from Spring Street Studios 250

Peter Mason ....................................................... **

Janet Reichlin, from Michael Reichlin ................. 200

Jim & Susan Falls............................................... 100

Betty Patrick, from Joan & Chuck Brown ........... 100
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OHK

Open Heart Kitchen, one of this year’s Holiday Fund beneficiaries, is the largest hot meal program
in the Tri-Valley, serving over 300,000 meals a year to local residents in need.

Tri-Valley growing rapidly, Axis opened a
new clinic two years ago which doubled
its service capacity. Today, Axis provides
50,000 medical visits and 12,000 mental
health visits annually.
Other beneficiaries of this year’s Holiday
Fund are:

one kind of issue or just one need,” said
Gloria Gregory, executive director.
More than half of CityServe’s clients are
homeless individuals or single mothers,
with senior citizens, veterans, youth and
disabled individuals making up the rest.

Agape Villages

Hope Hospice is a Dublin-based organization that serves patients and families in
the Tri-Valley and surrounding communities in the East Bay.
Donations from the Pleasanton Weekly
Holiday Fund provide funds needed for
the organization to work with hundreds
of families as they chart their path while
dealing with a loved one’s final journey.

Agape Villages Foster Family Agency recruits, trains, supervises and supports foster
parents who are willing to take in abused
and neglected children in the Tri-Valley.
Since its inception in 1958, it has provided
foster care services to about 6,000 children,
with more than 60,000 children currently
in foster care in California.
“Being placed in foster care significantly
impacts every aspect of a child’s life: emotional, physical, social, moral, spiritual development and well-being,” said Jennifer
Oxe, the organization’s community engagement director.
Oxe said funds from last year’s Pleasanton
Weekly Holiday Fund helped Agape finance
its transitional youth program and masters’
level social workers who work with teenagers when they leave foster care.
“We provide these social workers to each
foster child once a week in their home, with
the social worker forming a bond with the
child and the parents,” Oxe explained.

CityServe
The mission of CityServe of the Tri-Valley
is to serve the community by caring for
people in crisis, coordinating resources between the faith-based community, nonprofits, schools, businesses, and government
agencies and connecting volunteers in the
community to the nonprofits throughout
the Tri-Valley.
“We are the only Tri-Valley agency that addresses helping families and others in need
with a comprehensive approach, rather than

Hope Hospice

Open Heart Kitchen
Open Heart Kitchen has provided free,
nutritious meals to the hungry in the TriValley area since 1995, a service made
possible through steadfast contributions annually from the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday
Fund and others.
It is the largest hot meal program in the
area, serving more than 300,000 meals a
year at nine meal sites and 25 schools in the
Tri-Valley. Its hot meal program serves anyone in need, and a bag lunch program serves
children on free/reduced school lunch programs on weekends and during the summer.
“The Holiday Fund helps us continue to
provide nutritious meals to the hungry in
the Tri-Valley area,” said Heather Greaux,
Open Heart Kitchen’s executive director.

PPIE
Founded in 1987, PPIE provides valuable funding and program support for
over 15,000 students at all 15 Pleasanton
schools.
The organization hosts community fundraising events during the year, and also

Donate online at siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund
raises funds through donations and grants
from regional companies and organizations.
In addition to financial help from the
Holiday Fund, PPIE raises funds from its
annual Fall Gala and Pleasanton Run for
Education, with another run scheduled for
April 14, 2019.
“With this combined support, PPIE was
able to donate over $644,000 to support
Pleasanton schools this year,” said Steve
McCoy-Thompson, executive director.

alleviate the side effects of chemotherapy and
radiation.
“Our organization relies on the support
of generous donor organizations such as the
Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund,” said Sandra Wing, the organization’s leader.

Holiday Fund
Enclosed is a donation of: $___________
Name: ____________________________________________________
Business Name: ______________________________________________
(Only required if business name is to be listed as donor in the paper)

Pleasanton Cultural Arts
Council
The Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council
supports a wide variety of artistic programs
in the schools and the community at large,
including the Arts in the Schools program,
art in public places, the Youth Excellence
in Arts (YEA) awards program and other
cultural events.
The PCAC also has provided grants to
Foothill and Amador Valley high schools for
their spring musicals, a new potter’s wheel
for Village High School and a multidimensional art garden project at Mohr Elementary School.
“Most recently, PCAC financially supported and helped dedicate the Jon Seeman
sculpture in front of the newly renovated
Cultural Arts Center,” said Kelly Cousins,
co-president of the council.

Address: ___________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________ / __________ / _____________
SENIOR SUPPORT

Friendly visitor luncheon hosted by Senior
Support Program of the Tri-Valley.

Senior Support Program
of the Tri-Valley
Since 1981, this program has delivered
free, comprehensive services to more than
5,600 seniors aged 60 and older in the TriValley annually. Its staff, volunteers and community partners work to foster independence
among the seniors they serve, promoting
well-being, preserving dignity and improving
quality of life.
“More than ever before, the demand for senior services is growing,” said Robert Taylor,
executive director. “The Holiday Fund will
not only help connect seniors to essential
health resources, but funding also helps provide in-home counseling to seniors.”

Sunflower Hill

PMF

Solider homecomings are among the support
efforts by Pleasanton Military Families.

Pleasanton Military Families
Contributions to the 2018 Holiday Fund
also will go to Pleasanton Military Families,
a grassroots, all-volunteer organization that
supports families in the Tri-Valley with sons,
daughters, husbands and wives serving in
America’s armed forces. PMF also provides
support and mentoring for younger veterans
as they transition from military to civilian life.
“Since 2003, we have honored our local
military by displaying yellow streamers on
Main Street, holding pack-outs to fill care
packages with food, comfort items and letters
from home for our military men and women
deployed all over the world and holding
homecoming celebrations when our soldiers
return,” said Pat Frizzell, executive director/
CEO of the organization.

Sunflower Hill is a registered nonprofit
based in Pleasanton and Livermore that seeks
to create sustainable residential communities
and programs for individuals with developmental disabilities.
“We were very grateful to all of the Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund donors for their
generous support last year and appreciate
that we have been chosen as a recipient of
this year’s campaign,” said Edie Nehls, executive director.
She said funds received last year were used
to support its special needs ranchers. This
funding also helps Sunflower Hill with two
vocational programs: the Sunflower Hill Gardens and Sunflower Hill at the Stable Cafe in
the Alameda County Fairgrounds, she added.

Phone: _______________________________
I wish to designate my contribution as follows (select one):
T In my name as shown above
T In the name of business above
– OR –
T In honor of: T In memory of: T As a gift for:
___________________________________________________________
(Name of Person)
The Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund is a donor advised fund of Silicon Valley Community
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A contribution to this fund allows your donation
to be tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

All donors and their gift amounts will be published in the Pleasanton Weekly unless
the boxes below are checked.
T I wish to contribute anonymously.
T Please withhold the amount of my contribution.
Make checks payable to Silicon Valley Community Foundation and send to:
05 – Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145-0389

For more information and to donate online, visit:

siliconvalleycf.org/pleasantonweeklyholidayfund
In partnership with:

safe homes for adults with developmental
disabilities so they may live as independently
as possible.
“Since REACH receives no government
funding and relies solely on grants, donations
and fund raising, being selected as a recipient
of this year’s Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund
is most appreciated and extremely helpful
in meeting our escalating maintenance and
repair expenses for the homes we provide,”
said Kay King, chair of Tri-Valley REACH.

Sandra J. Wing Healing
Therapies
The Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies
Foundation supports cancer patients and the
cancer community by providing acupuncture, acupressure, therapeutic massage and
other healing therapies that make a difference
in the quality of their lives.
Through its more than 10 years of active
involvement in the Tri-Valley cancer community, the organization serves as a resource
to connect beneficiaries to additional resources that help with day-to-day support to

Email: _____________________________________________________

SUNFLOWER HILL

Sunflower Hill Gardens at Hagemann Ranch is
a key vocational program for the nonprofit.

Tri-Valley REACH
Also slated to receive funds in this year’s
Holiday Fund campaign is REACH, an acronym for Resources Education Activities
Community and Housing for special adults
of the Tri-Valley.
REACH provides affordable, quality and

Valley Humane Society
Another beneficiary of this year’s Holiday
Fund is the Valley Humane Society, which for
more than 30 years has been working in the
Tri-Valley and beyond to save and improve
the lives of dogs and cats, and people whose
lives are enriched through animal interaction.
Based in Pleasanton, Valley Humane Society operates a variety of programs designed
to connect people and pets.

ValleyCare Charitable
Foundation
The foundation raises funds to support
a wide variety of initiatives that enhance
patient care and help at Stanford Health
Care-ValleyCare. Holiday Fund contributions help the medical center in meeting the growing needs of the Tri-Valley
communities.
“Donations and grants to ValleyCare Charitable Foundation provide us the flexibility
to meet the ever-changing medical needs of
our community by funding the equipment,
programs, and services that enhance patient
care,” said Shaké Sulikyan, the foundation’s
executive director.
“Your donations will help ensure that Stanford Health Care-ValleyCare will continue
to deliver the highest-quality care, close to
home, to all who seek our help, now and for
generations to come,” she added. Q
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Holiday Spirit
PLEASANTON MILITARY FAMILIES

The Spirit of Giving
Nonprofit wish lists to help everyone spread holiday spirit

T

BY PLEASANTON WEEKLY STAFF

his Thanksgiving weekend begins an important stretch for retailers throughout
Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley, with shopping showcase days like Black Friday (today),
Small Business Saturday (tomorrow) and Cyber
Monday (two days later).
From there, it’s full bore for store owners/
managers/employees and shoppers alike through
Christmas and into the New Year, a time for
families to fulfill their gift lists and for many local
businesses to meet their 2018 profit goals.
But this is also a time to remember not everybody can experience enjoyment during the
holiday gift-giving season, even in an affluent
community like Pleasanton. That’s where many
local nonprofits step in, to help provide a little
more joy to those in need during the holidays.
As we begin to fill our homes with holiday
cheer, we often include the tradition of remembering others and sharing our bounty.
We reached out to Tri-Valley nonprofits this
month, and many have provided their wish lists
for those residents who want to include them in
their gift-giving. So the next time you’re shopping at your favorite retailer, grocery store or
small business here in Pleasanton, consider also
making a purchase to help these nonprofits during the holidays.

• Gift cards to purchase supplies at Ace Hardware, Michaels, Party City, Safeway, Office
Depot
• iPads for new exhibit space
• New office desk chair.

HOW TO DONATE:
Items may be dropped off at the Museum on
Main, 603 Main St. in Pleasanton, during open
hours of 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays or 1-4 p.m. on Sundays. For information:
(925) 462-2766; museumonmain.org, info@
museumonmain.org.
PMF

OPEN HEART KITCHEN
Founded in 1995, Open Heart Kitchen’s Mission is to serve prepared, nutritious meals free
of charge to the hungry people of the Tri-Valley
area. They are the largest hot meal program of
its kind in the Tri-Valley. They feed the hungry
every weekday at multiple locations in Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin.
In 2017 Open Heart Kitchen served over
330,000 meals through our three meal programs: the Hot Meal Program, the Children’s
Weekend Bag Lunch Program, and the Senior
Congregate Meal Program.

MUSEUM ON MAIN

Pleasanton Military Families is asking for items to
fill care packages.

WISH LIST FOR CARE PACKAGES:
• Beef jerky
• Mid-calf black cotton socks
• M/L/XL T-Shirts in army green and brown
• Disposable razors and non-aerosol shaving
cream
• Hand warmer packs
• Protein bars
• 8-16 oz. plastic jars of peanut butter
• Baby wipes, 50-75 count packages
• Individual bags of nuts or trail mix
• 1 oz. energy shots.

HOW TO DONATE:

Founded in 1969, the Museum on Main’s mission is “enriching community life through education and preservation.” As a cultural resource
for Pleasanton, the museum tells the stories that
have shaped our community through collections, research, exhibitions and programs.

Items can be dropped off at 3111 Half Dome
Drive, Pleasanton. For information: pmfsg.ca@
gmail.com.

SUNFLOWER HILL

WISH LIST:
• Amador Valley High School yearbooks for
the following years: 1932, 1933, 1934,
1935, 1936, 1937, 1965, 1966, 1977, 1988,
1998-2018.
• Foothill High School yearbooks for 1979,
1981,1983,1984, 1993, 1995, 1999-2018.
• New presentation projector
• Craft items: Glue sticks, scotch tape, masking
tape, colored paper, colored card stock, Crayola crayons, washable markers, popsicle sticks

OHK

Fresh produce and gift cards will help Open Heart
Kitchen with its box lunch program.

WISH LIST:
• Pasta sauce
• Pasta
• Canned fruit
• Canned beans
• Canned tuna/chicken
• Rice
• Cream of mushroom/chicken soup
• Decaf coffee
• Gift cards to local grocery stores
• Fresh produce.

HOW TO DONATE:

FILE PHOTO

Old yearbooks and new equipment are among
Museum on Main’s wish list.
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Pleasanton Military Families is a nonprofit
group. They are a support-through-service organization for active duty troops, veterans and
their families. They have monthly meetings,
homecomings for returning military and three
times a year volunteers send care packages to the
deployed troops overseas.

Items may be dropped off at their Production Kitchen, Ridgeview Commons, 5200 Case
Ave., Pleasanton, between 10:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Mondays through Fridays. For information:
(925) 580-6793; openheartkitchen.org, operationsdirector@openheartkitchen.org.

Sunflower Hill is working to build an intentional community for adults with developmental
disabilities. Its residential communities and vocational programs (Sunflower Hill at the Stable Cafe
and Sunflower Hill Gardens) are designed with the
goal of creating a stronger community while providing life enhancing opportunities for the population and families they serve. As they look to 2019,
they are increasing staffing to better support their
programs and developing procedures to ensure
efficiency across all sectors of the organization.

WISH LIST:
• Volunteers to work at the Sunflower Hill
Gardens
• Large baskets to gift produce and specialty
items back to the community
• Two touch-screen iPads with data connectivity
to track volunteers
• Three laptop computers for staff to plan
curriculum
• One office desk chair
• Mulch
• Office supplies, reams of paper
• Gift certificates to Lowe’s to purchase garden
tools and equipment as needed.

HOW TO DONATE:
Items may be dropped off at their office or
garden, 1040 Florence Road in Livermore or

Holiday Spirit
HOW TO DONATE:
New, unwrapped gifts can be delivered to Asbury Church, 4743 East
Ave., Livermore between 10 a.m. and 4
p.m. Dec. 10-12 or by calling Christine
at (925) 667-2707. A full list is available at trivalleyhaven.org or by calling
499-5845.

SUNFLOWER HILL

The wish lists will help Sunflower Hill as
well.

455 Olivina Ave., Livermore. To coordinate a drop-off time, call (925) 8001042 or email info@sunflowerhill.org.

TRI-VALLEY HAVEN
Now in their fourth decade, Tri-Valley
Haven continues to be a vital community resource serving adults and children
who have experienced domestic violence, sexual assault or homelessness.
Tri-Valley Haven is seeking donations
of gifts for teens, adults and seniors as
well as toys for children. Gift cards to
local stores are welcome.

VALLEYCARE CHARITABLE
FOUNDATION
ValleyCare Charitable Foundation
raises funds to support programs and
services at Stanford Health Care-ValleyCare (SHC-VC) Hospital in Pleasanton.
One such program is the Clothing for
the Homeless, launched by SHC-VC’s
Emergency Department team to provide
new, clean clothing and footwear to
homeless patients in need.

WISH LIST:
• Toothbrush kits
• Women’s and men’s sandals
• Sweatpants, all-gender, sizes S-2XL
• Sweatshirts, all-gender, sizes S-2XL
• Men’s T-shirts, S-2XL
• Women’s and men’s socks, crew style
• Women’s briefs underwear, sizes 7-10
• Men’s boxer briefs, sizes L and XL.

HOW TO DONATE:

HOW TO DONATE:
Items may be dropped off at their
facility, 3670 Nevada St., Pleasanton,
during open hours of 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays. For
information: (925) 426-8656; ValleyHumane.org, info@ValleyHumane.org.

EASTERSEALS BAY AREA
A local nonprofit that has been providing services and programs to individuals with special needs and their
families for over 90 years, Easterseals
Bay Area is launching their newest service line of interest-based social clubs
for clients with autism who are between
the ages of 5 and 13.
These clubs focus primarily on
STEAM-based activities — like robotics, chemistry, engineering and art —
while providing social skills training to
young children with autism throughout
Northern California, so they need the
community’s help to build out their
library of educational club materials.

• Tempera paints
• Reusable paint mixing plates
• Polymer clay packs
• Wooden sculpting tools
• Paintbrushes
• Board and card games
• Magic kits
• Nintendo Switch and compatible
games
• Gift cards to Michaels, Target, Amazon, Costco.

HOW TO DONATE:
All questions and comments can be
directed to development@esba.org. Donated items must be sealed in package,
and can be dropped off or shipped to:
Easterseals Bay Area, 2730 Shadelands
Drive, Building 10, Walnut Creek, CA
94598. Q

WISH LIST:
• Lego or building blocks sets
• Robotics or K’nex kits
• Science and chemistry sets (child-safe
and non-toxic)

To coordinate drop-off, call (925)
373-4560 or email vccharitable@stanfordhealthcare.org.

VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY

WISH LIST:
• For infants: Educational toys (Spanish and English), playmats, musical
toys, push and riding toys, and baby
bouncers/activity seats.
• For children (3-12 years): Art supplies;
small riding toys, bikes and scooters;
sports equipment and clothing; dolls
and Barbies; Spanish learning toys;
skateboards and helmets/pads.
• For teens: Fidget spinners; headphones; warm clothing (hoodies,
winter coats, sweats, leggings, infinity scarves, mittens, gloves, hats);
bedroom decor; electronic games;
cosmetics; fitness and sporting
goods; hair dryers, curling irons,
straighteners.
• For adults: Small household appliances; cookware and cooking utensils; bedding; shaving
kits; hair dryers, curling irons,
straighteners; towel sets; tool
sets; pajama sets, robes, slippers; warm clothing (hoodies, winter coats, sweats, leggings, infinity scarves, mittens,
gloves, hats) L and XL.

GOLD N TIME

Valley Humane Society (VHS) creates a brighter future for cats and dogs
by encouraging and strengthening the
bond between people and pets. VHS
rescues and rehabilitates companion
animals, champions responsible caretaking, shares pets’ soothing affections with
people in need of comfort, and supports and preserves existing pet-guardian
relationships.

Fine Jewelry
& Repairs

WISH LIST:
• Dry cat food
• Flea preventative
• Pine litter (non-clumping)
• Gift cards to purchase supplies: ACE
Hardware, Costco, gas gift cards,
Home Depot, JoAnn Craft Store, Office Max, Pet Food Express, Petco,
Petsmart, Visa and Safeway
• Puppy Pads.

From a simple battery change
to the custom created jewelry of
your dreams, we offer you the
one-on-one experience to speak
directly with the goldsmith. Our
work is guaranteed to ﬁt within
your budget.

Celebrating 10 YEARS
• Jewelry and watch
repair
• Watch batteries
• Custom orders
• 14k, 18k, platinum
• Diamond setting

Fotis Vassiliadis — Goldsmith, Watchmaker
3500 Bernal Ave. #135, Pleasanton • Vintage Hills Shopping Center
(925) 484-1573 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:30–6, Sat. 10:30–4:30
facebook.com/goldntime
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Holiday Spirit

Time to talk
Expert helps simplify holiday parties,
put focus on guests
ELIZABETH LORENZ /
PALO ALTO WEEKLY

BY

T

he goal of a holiday party, said
Palo Alto party planner Nicole
Macuil, is “getting to talk” and
socialize.
Connecting is more important than
fussy, fancy decorations, she said. So,
Macuil has some tips for decorating
for a holiday party to make your home
look great and give yourself time to
enjoy your guests.
First of all, simplify the food by
making your party a potluck. Macuil
invites school parents over for an annual holiday party. Every year, she asks
them to bring appetizers or dessert.
She provides drinks and lasagna, in
case someone needs more food.
Don’t worry about those Spode china
holiday plates. It’s easier just to get gold
or silver paper plates in large and small
sizes, Macuil said. Buy lots of cocktail
napkins and don’t bother with dinner
napkins; buy some with an appropriate
pattern, or a simple saying or quote.
For the table, which Macuil pushes
against the wall in her dining room,
use a fabric table runner, perhaps in a
metallic or solid color. If you want to
decorate, scatter pine cones (you can

spray-paint them white, cover them
with glitter or leave them plain). You
also can use extra tree ornaments here.
Macuil, whose party-throwing company Wishes and Wows creates spectacular events using flowers, balloons
and a wide range of other decor, said
the expectations of her peers can be
high.
“Everybody knows what I do, so
they expect a lot,” she said, but she
keeps things manageable without
being dull.
For the front porch or front door,
hang a simple wreath and place two
poinsettia plants on either side of the
door. Assuming some holiday lights
are up outside, that’s all you’ll need.
Macuil said party stores also have sets
of gold or silver balloons that spell
phrases like “Be Merry” or “Ho Ho Ho”
that can be hung outside from a porch
or on a door, or over a table.
She generally doesn’t buy flowers,
assuming at least one of her guests
might bring some. She does use red
or gold candles, often with a holiday
scent, to add to the atmosphere.
Macuil doesn’t rent extra seating.
“If you provide seating, it constrains
people. I try to not add a million seats.

People tend to walk around more and
mingle.”
One of her special touches is a
4-foot-long bar cart.
“I put all the drinks and a bunch of
(shatterproof) wine glasses (on it), as
well as some wine markers for guests
to keep tabs on their glasses,” she said.
A banner above the food table with
simple words like “Fa La La” or “Ho
Ho Ho” “reminds people that we’re
celebrating,” she added. Another
easy and simple decoration is to hang
about a half dozen circular paper fans
in holiday colors on the wall above the
table.
For the guest bathroom, Macuil
puts up a “Christmassy” towel and
puts out seasonal-scented soap and lotion, as well as a snowflake night light
to tie the decorations all together.
For the living room mantel, she
hangs her family’s stockings, which are
personalized with their names. On top
of the mantel, she creates a village with
little houses and a nativity set in the
middle and covers it with fake fluffy
snow and puts lights underneath to
light it up.
One centerpiece Macuil splurges on
is decorating her tree. “Every year I do
a theme tree,” she said, ranging from
3D butterflies to sea creatures. Q
Elizabeth Lorenz is the Home and
Real Estate Editor at the Palo Alto
Weekly. She can be emailed at elorenz@
embarcaderopublishing.com.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NICOLE MACUIL

A table runner placed over a paper tablecloth is all you need for a
serving table at holiday parties. Simple shiny decorations or decorative
wine bottles or plaques with festive messages are plenty, says
professional party planner Nicole Macuil.

NEW LOCATION!!!
6430 Dublin Court
Hopyard Exit

Christmas Trees
6430 Dublin Court
Hopyard Exit
the Bay A rea!
33 Years Ser v ing

LARGEST FLOCKED TREE
SELECTION IN THE BAY AREA!

• Christmas Trees
2 – 20 feet
• Fresh Wreaths
& Garland
• Silver Tip

•
•
•
•
•

Douglas Fir
Noble Fir
Grand Fir
Fraser Fir
Nordmann Fir

$5 OFF
any tree
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W!
NE

Dublin

6430 Dublin Court
Hopyard
Exit off
py
ff 580

Must bring coupon
with email address.

(Please write email address here)

7 Days a Week • 10am - 8pm

FROSTY IS
BACK!

7-8 ft. & up
with coupon.

For more info:
(510) 886-6015

San Ramon

(Near Forest Home Farms Park)
19901 San Ramon Valley Blvd.

www.moorespumpkinpatch.com

Tri-Valley Hero

Innovation

RUCHIR BARONIA
By Erika Alvero
Ruchir Baronia may be the recipient of the Tri-Valley Heroes Innovation award. But he’s preparing for a day when
human innovation runs out.
“At a certain point, we’ll start to run out of actual ideas
and actual innovation and new things to learn,” said the
16-year-old junior at San Ramon’s Dougherty Valley High
School. “And at that point, artificial intelligence will be ... it
won’t replace us, but it will work with us and complement
us toward continuing our exponential trend of innovation.”
This complementary relationship is evident in his latest
Android app, Rescuer, which allows people to call for help
using multi-sensory modes if they cannot reach their phone
for some reason. The app, inspired by a family emergency,
earned him the 2017 Congressional App Challenge award
for Rep. Eric Swalwell’s U.S. Congressional District 15.
“I know there are a lot of big
people in the industry — Elon
Musk has said artificial intelligence is the greatest danger to
humanity,” Baronia said. “But I
definitely disagree with that.”
“Personally I feel that it can
totally complement human innovation and provide for the greater
good,” he added.
Baronia’s coding days began in
the eighth grade, when his mom
Ruchir
suggested that he not whittle his
Baronia
free time away on video games,
but instead do something useful,
like learn coding. He started watching programming tutorial videos on YouTube, sometimes for hours at a time.
“It kind of spiraled into almost an addiction,” he said.
After some experimentation, his first published apps were
games, like Balloon Popper (yes, you guessed the premise)
and Tile Tap, where the user has to speedily tap a moving
red tile. He then chose to take his “almost an addiction” a
different direction.
“I decided to go into more practical use cases,” Baronia
said.
It is said that necessity is the mother of invention, and
Baronia’s first practical app, Blare, was born of his tendency
to lose track of his phone. Blare runs at all times, and allows
a user to find their phone by calling out a key phrase — it
also led to his interest in and foray into voice recognition
technology.

Hero FYI
In addition to programming, Baronia also
runs track and field at Dougherty Valley High
in San Ramon.
Baronia initially started learning to code by
watching YouTube programming tutorials.
He previously participated in a research
project at Stanford University that focused
on comparing linguistic patterns of adults to
those of children.
Baronia hopes to learn iOS programming
languages in order to be able to create apps
for iPhones in addition to Androids.
Almost 5,000 people have currently downloaded the Rescuers app.

Family scare
inspires invention

“That was the first time
when I realized, wow, software
can really be applicable to real
life,” he said.
Then, a few years ago, his
Alzheimer’s-afflicted grandfather in India fell while in the
kitchen, unable to get up, or
reach his phone on the counter
to call for help. Help eventually came, but the incident got
Baronia thinking.
“What if his phone could
hear his cries for help, and contact someone?” Baronia said.
The Rescuer app took him
a few years to create, as he
slowly added on different features and components, and as
he considered the multitude of
dangerous situations that could
necessitate the app’s usage. Perhaps a senior falls, as his grandfather did, and can’t reach their
phone. Or maybe someone is
being attacked and needs to
call for help without attracting
the attention of their assailant.
Parents might want to keep
tabs on their young children on
their way to and from school.
(But lest helicopter parents
should abuse the tracker, it is
possible to turn off that particular feature — as Baronia
ERIKA ALVERO
does.)
In its current state, the app Dougherty Valley High junior Ruchir Baronia displays his Rescuer app, an original program that
operates around four key fea- earned the San Ramon teen the 2017 Congressional App Challenge award from U.S. Rep. Eric
tures: voice recognition, a vol- Swalwell as well as this year’s Tri-Valley Hero award for Innovation.
ume pattern, an automatic text
response and a simple button to press to call for help.
declared the winner on the day of the event.
With voice recognition, certain phrases will trigger a mesThe Android app is now at almost 5,000 downloads and
sage sent to pre-set emergency contacts.
has received positive feedback overall, Baronia said.
“You want something with multiple syllables and some“With the reviews, when I read them, it’s mainly people
thing you wouldn’t say in day-to-day life,” he said. “Because saying, ‘I think this could be really useful for me. And I’m
if you set your key phrase to ‘Help, I’m in trouble’ or some- praying to God I don’t have to use it,’” Baronia said.
thing, then the person that’s putting you in trouble will
He takes his innovative leadership to school as well, writknow.”
ing about software through an online platform he created
(Baronia’s parents have become accustomed to hearing called Millibit and by starting a technology blog at Dougherty
him repeat his own key phrase of “oranges and rainbows” Valley called Tech Bytes, which currently has about 60 stuover and over in his room, as he tests the app.)
dents signed up as contributors, he said. He’s not exactly sure
The volume pattern feature triggers a message in a similar what he wants to ultimately do career-wise, but he plans to
manner, but using the volume buttons on the side of the stay in the mobile and AI realms, perhaps someday working
phone. And with the automatic text response, a contact can as a freelance developer or starting his own company, he said.
determine the whereabouts of the Rescuer app user with a
“Basically not work for someone, but create,” he said.
simple text — for example, if a parent texts their child a
He gave a TEDx Talk in the Dougherty Valley library last
certain pre-set phrase like “Where are you,” they will receive March called “How I Taught My Computer to Rap.” On a
back the child’s location, and even possibly a photo or audio literal level, he explained in his talk how, through programfile of the surrounding area, depending on the app’s settings. ming, he taught his computer to spit out ShakespeareanOutside of emergency scenarios, this last feature has real style vernacular, and then rap those lyrics, after adding into
potential in the classroom, Baronia said — students having the system beats created by a musician friend.
their phones confiscated when parents call in the middle of
But underneath this funny, performative premise, the talk
class is not uncommon.
underscored his larger philosophy about the role of AI in
Baronia entered Rescuer into the Congressional App the future of human innovation.
Challenge last year, as a way to get publicity, he said. The
“Although AI can create these really amazing things, it
challenge, initiated in 2013, allows high school students in will still need some human intervention to make it appliparticipating districts nationwide to submit apps they cre- cable,” Baronia said.
ated, with winning apps displayed in the U.S. Capitol and
“The combining was human intervention, but the actual
featured on the House of Representatives website.
production was AI,” he added. “The point I was trying to
The official contest competition operated similar to make was that AI plus human intervention can create
other hackathons Baronia had entered, he said, and he was innovation.” Q
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Arts & Culture

EUGENE O’NEILL FOUNDATION
By Dolores Fox Ciardelli
The Eugene O’Neill Foundation, Tao House, keeps the arts
alive at this Tri-Valley treasure.
The playwright’s former home in the Danville hills is maintained by the National Park Service, but the Eugene O’Neill
Foundation is responsible for the artistic programming, run by
volunteers enamored of O’Neill and his written word.
“Its mission is to promote the legacy of Eugene O’Neill, the
only American playwright to have won the Nobel Prize for Literature as well as the only one to have been awarded as many as
four Pulitzer Prizes,” foundation president Dan McGovern said.
O’Neill and his wife Carlotta Monterey built and lived in Tao
House from 1937-44, where O’Neill wrote some of his most important works including “Long Day’s Journey into Night,” “The
Iceman Cometh” and “A Moon for the Misbegotten.”
The Eugene O’Neill Foundation presents the annual Eugene
O’Neill Festival in Danville each fall; it holds 10-day writing and
acting workshops for high school students in the summertime;
and it runs an Artist in Residence program that has hosted
drama department heads from prestigious universities.
This year’s festival went international after McGovern attended the Eugene O’Neill Society International Conference in
Galway, Ireland, in July 2017, where he met Sean Reidy, former
CEO of the JFK Trust in Ireland.
“Sean confided to me that he had long wanted to start a
Eugene O’Neill Festival in New Ross in honor of James O’Neill
(Eugene’s father, who immigrated to America),” McGovern said.

FILE PHOTO

The Tao House, former Danville home of playwright Eugene
O’Neill and wife Carlotta Monterey, is the centerpiece of the
historic site supported by the Eugene O’Neill Foundation.

“He asked if I — and the Eugene
O’Neill Foundation — could help,
and I agreed to do so.”
Danville and New Ross joined in
presenting “One Festival, Two Countries,” which began in Danville on
Aug. 31 and continued in New Ross
from Oct. 11-14.
“Sean and I were co-chairs,” McGovern said. “Danville Mayor Newell Arnerich and Vice Mayor Robert
Dan McGovern,
Storer led a delegation of Danville
foundation president
Town Council members to New
Ross, Ireland, for the O’Neill Festival
there, and their counterparts came to Danville for the festival
here.”
About 35 local folks traveled to New Ross, McGovern said,
plus the Danville cast of O’Neill’s play “Hughie” went to Ireland
to present the play.
“We have succeeded in engaging the town of Danville, the
council and the Arts Commission, in ways we have not before,”
McGovern noted.
Former foundation president Linda Best remembers when the
Eugene O’Neill National Monument Association was formed in
1968 by Thalia Brewer, Darlene Blair and Lois Sizoo.
“The threat had been that (Tao House) could be purchased
and torn down,” Best recalled. “It became clear something had
to be done to preserve it.”
Best also gives credit to Travis Bogard, a professor of dramatic
arts at UC Berkeley and author of “Contour in Time,” the authoritative analysis of O’Neill’s works.
“He brought Katharine Hepburn up to the house and asked
her, ‘What shall we do with this?’” Best remembered. “She said,
‘You should preserve the tranquility, the peace, the creative atmosphere that allowed O’Neill to write his plays.’”
“That prompted us to establish the Artist in Residence program in this creative atmosphere that inspired O’Neill,” Best
added. “We are very excited that we can fulfill that part of the
vision.”
In 1971, Tao House was placed on the list of U.S. National
Historic Landmarks, and the Eugene O’Neill Foundation was established in 1974. Around the same time the East Bay Regional
Park District purchased the 1,018-acre property now known as
Las Trampas Wilderness, with an option on the 14-acre parcel
that included Tao House.
“East Bay Parks protected it while we raised the money to
purchase it,” Best explained.
Actors Jason Robards Jr. and Jack Dodson appeared in benefit
performances of O’Neill’s play, “Hughie,” which raised $70,000.
Then-Assemblyman Dan Boatwright and then-State Sen. John

Fostering
the arts

Nejedly also worked to get funds appropriated by the state.
Best remembered going into the house shortly after its
purchase.
“There had been a renter so it was still in pretty good shape
but the owners had built a piece that jutted out from the front
of the house,” she said.
The layout of the Tao House was restored according to the
original blueprints, and the Park Service worked to recreate the
interior, using photographs from a 1943 Life magazine article on
O’Neill.
“The Park Service has been an incredible partner,” said Best,
who still serves on the foundation’s advisory board.
In January, the Eugene O’Neill Foundation will present a
staged reading of “The Good God Brown” at the Museum of the
San Ramon Valley in downtown Danville. For more information
on this and other activities, visit www.eugeneoneill.org.
“We are always eager to recruit both new board members
and volunteers, people who might like to help with particular
programs,” McGovern said. Q

Hero FYI
In 1980, the National Park Service signed an
agreement to do restoration and building and
grounds operations at Tao House, while the
Eugene O’Neill Foundation is responsible for
artistic programming.
The foundation raised funds to restore
O’Neill’s study, dressing room and bedroom,
work that began in 1982.
The Tao House opened to the public in 1985,
and actress Helen Hayes was a guest of honor.
Shuttle buses take visitors from the Museum
of the San Ramon Valley to the Tao House,
which is on a private road. For more information, go to www.nps.gov/euon.
The 19th-century barn, which the O’Neills
saved when building Tao House, now serves
as a theater. The 1941 refrigerator was found
stored in the barn and is back in the kitchen.
The Tao House grounds include a fenced in
grave with marker for the O’Neill’s beloved
Dalmatian, Blemie.
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Tri-Valley Hero

Lifetime Achievement

MARSHALL KAMENA

Catalyst for
positive change

By Jeb Bing
Former Livermore Mayor Dr. Marshall Kamena had been
on the City Council only a short time when in 1976 a homeowner approached the council with a suggestion: “Some cities
in Southern California were establishing local community television stations, how about Livermore?”
Intrigued by the question, Kamena asked city staff to explore
the idea and to work with the only other incorporated city in the
Tri-Valley at the time — Pleasanton — to see if it was interested.
Today, the result of that effort is Tri-Valley Community Television, which broadcasts on Comcast channels 28, 29 and 30,
and AT&T U-verse to nearly 100,000 households, representing
a population of more than 370,000 people.
Because of this effort and Kamena’s decades of meritorious professional, civic and public work, he was
honored last month with the 2018
Tri-Valley Heroes Lifetime Achievement award at the annual ceremony
at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in
Pleasanton.
“This award recognizes Dr. Kamena for the contributions, leadership,
enthusiasm and tireless efforts on
behalf of his community and neighMarshall
bors,” said Gina Channell, president
Kamena
and publisher of Embarcadero Media’s East Bay Division, which sponsors the annual Heroes event.
“Dr. Kamena has lived a life of public service as a respected
optometrist, Livermore City Council member and mayor and
has held a plethora of positions on committees, commissions,
boards and agencies,” Channell said, adding:
“His ability to look past challenges to see bigger opportunities, his collaborative leadership style and his penchant for
being a catalyst of positive change has left a legacy that we
in the Tri-Valley benefit from now and will continue to enjoy
long into the future.”
Kamena served on the Livermore council from 1976 to
1985 and as a six-term mayor of Livermore, leaving office in
2011 as the only mayor emeritus of the city.
After his mayoral term ended, Kamena’s official capacity as
president of the board of TV30 also ended. So, he established
a nonprofit foundation devoted to supporting TV30, where
he continues to serve in an unpaid volunteer position as its
president.

Hero FYI
While serving his first term on the Livermore
City Council in 1976, Dr. Kamena heard
about other California cities starting their own
community television stations and worked
with Pleasanton leaders to create Tri-Valley
Community Television (now Channel 30).
When his mayor’s term ended 35 years later,
along with his position as president of the
TV30 board, Kamena established the nonprofit TV30 Foundation, where he continues
to serve in an unpaid volunteer position as
its president.
Kamena is credited with creating a Tri-Valley coalition that has effectively pushed for
county, state and federal recognition and assistance as a regional political force.

Marshall Kamena
(right) sits in the
control room at
TV30 with Melissa
Tench-Stevens, TriValley Community
Television’s executive
director and president.
(Photo courtesy of
TV30)

Working with Melissa Tench-Stevens, Tri-Valley Community Television’s executive director, Kamena’s job as TV30
Foundation president is to support her mission by obtaining
direct grants, providing underwriters, seeking client productions and mobilizing support.
“My goal is to continue to assist in bringing excellence to
the award-winning productions of the most respected community television studio in California,” Kamena said.
He cited the system’s many contributions in providing the
Tri-Valley with community television.
Its three stations are on the air 24 hours a day, with Channel 30 producing more than 30 original programs a month.
The nonprofit system provides live coverage of meetings of
city and town councils, school boards and the Livermore
Area Recreation and Park District board.
TV30 also covers holiday parades, high school football and
basketball games and entertainment and festivities in in Danville, Dublin, Livermore and Pleasanton. San Ramon dropped
out of TV30’s Tri-Valley pact in 2012, shifting its support to
Contra Costa Television, a government-run station.
Kamena pointed out that video-on-demand enables viewers to watch all TV30’s channels anytime, anywhere in the
world.
“In fact, 19% of our V-o-D viewership is located in mainland China,” Kamena added.
In presenting Kamena with the Heroes award, Channell
cited some of his other achievements over the years, adding
that “the list is long.”
His appointments to interagency commissions and committees include many focusing on transportation, such as the
Alameda County Transit Commission, and innovation, like
Livermore iGate and iHub board of directors.
Besides starting TV30, Kamena also was the founding
director of the Livermore Redevelopment Agency and founding director of the Livermore-Pleasanton Water Reclamation
Agency.
He still maintains his license to practice medical optometry and was honored as the 2017 Eye Doctor of the Year
for Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. In his spare time,
he is a rangemaster and certified small arms instructor at the
Livermore-Pleasanton Rod & Gun Club.
As Livermore’s mayor, Kamena put his stamp on a number
of major projects, including a performing arts center, efforts
to extend BART to Livermore, gaining an agreement with
Pleasanton to extend Stoneridge Drive to connect with Jack

London Boulevard at El Charro Road, firming up plans and
securing funding to widen Highway 84 between interstates
580 and 680, and working to keep the veterans hospital and
care center open in east Livermore.
He is also credited with creating a Tri-Valley coalition that
has effectively pushed for county, state and federal recognition and assistance as a regional political force.
Neighborly cooperation and mutual respect were not
always common here. At one time, Dublin, Livermore and
Pleasanton, like other neighboring cities, were often at each
other’s throats with a few lawsuits thrown in over commercial and residential growth issues, boundary lines, congested
roadways and airport noise.
“Marshall came to me right after he was elected mayor to
talk about ending all that and developing a way in which
we could work together for the good of the whole region,”
said former Dublin mayor Janet Lockhart. “He’s the one who
stimulated the rest of us to create a regional vision. We did,
and it’s worked.” Q

TV30

Kamena conducts an interview for TV30 outside the Museum on
Main in downtown Pleasanton.
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Sports teach students
valuable life lessons
Also: Signing day at Foothill
During the first two weeks of November, I announced North Coast
Section and California Interscholastic Federation Northern California
volleyball matches for the Foothill
varsity girls team, and it was those
matches that highlight what’s great
about high school athletics.
High school sports across the
board have been trivialized by
many. Whether it is local daily
newspapers deciding high school
sports are not worth covering,
school districts that have eliminated a lot of financial support or
even subversive groups within individual schools that would love to
see athletics disappear, high school
sports have suffered.
As a result, so have the students.
I will make a statement right
here that athletics are every bit as
important as any class a student
takes, in regard to the maturation
and development of that student.
I do not mean to take anything
away from excellence in the classroom, but spending four to six
hours a day doing homework and
studying does not help the social
and emotional development of a
student. Not only does it not help,
it hurts it — plain and simple.
There must be a balance between
academic and social to complete
the development of the students.
Athletics is one of the best ways for
that to happen.
I have worked in the schools,
sat on scholarship boards and been
a part of high school athletics for
over 35 years in Pleasanton. My
wife — who works at Foothill —
and I have sent seven kids through
the Pleasanton school district, and
I feel I am as qualified as any to
make this statement.
Here’s what athletics does for
students.
One, it promotes teamwork. You
learn how to work with others to
achieve a common goal. It’s not
about wins and losses, but rather
communicating and learning to
have each other’s back. Interpersonal communication skills have
dissipated at an alarming rate.
Second, athletics teach winning
and losing and how to deal with it.
Life is not fair a lot of the time and it’s
brought out in sports. Three straight
volleyball games I watched the losing
teams see their seasons end.
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For the seniors on those teams,
it meant the end of their competitive athletic careers for many
of them. All those years growing
up with their friends, playing together, and now it’s over. It’s tough
and my heart goes out those young
ladies crying with their heads in
their hands, but it’s a learning
experience.
Our kids in this generation are
too often placed in a bubble, and
then they are released into the
real world and they are not ready
emotionally. Athletics teach that
even with hard work, success is not
guaranteed.
The lesson I instilled in our kids
— you can only control your own
effort in life; that’s the only guarantee — is taught daily in sports. At
the end of the day, if you know you
gave it your best, walk away with
your head held high.
Finally, athletics can bring together the student body. It was
refreshing to see the kids at Foothill
come out and support the volleyball team. The NorCal games grew
each night and it was a loud, rocking gym. The coaches from Rocklin
commented to me that it was great
to see and their players appreciated
it as well.

Foothill signing day
Foothill honored and celebrated
10 Falcon student-athletes who
signed a letter of intent to play collegiate athletics on National Letter
of Intent Signing Day on Nov. 14.
The athletes were: Hope Alley
(softball), University of Pittsburgh;
Jonah Cooper (swimming), Ohio
State; Calvin David (swimming),
UC Berkeley; Ellen Ebbers (softball), Morgan State; Peyton Raun
(soccer), University of Pennsylvania; Nick Skinner (swimming),
TCU; Cory Steinhauer (baseball),
University of Nevada at Reno; Matt
Sugden (baseball), San Francisco
State; Russell Sullivan (track),
American University; and Sam
Zevanove (baseball), University of
Puget Sound. Q
Editor’s note: Dennis Miller is a
contributing sports writer for the
Pleasanton Weekly. To contact Miller
or submit local high school sports scores,
game highlights and photographs for his
weekly Pleasanton Preps column, email
him at acesmag@aol.com.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNIT Y

sights and sounds of the season.
Over 50 floats, including local
businesses, clubs, marching bands
and more. Followed by the Annual
Tree Lighting.

PET OF THE WEEK
You’ll go gaga
over Goggles
It’ll be love at ﬁrst sight when you
meet this 7-month-old female shorthair. With her orange stripes and
pink nose, Goggles is ready to dazzle.
Set your eyes on Goggles at Valley
Humane Society, 3670 Nevada St. in
Pleasanton. Open Tuesdays through
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visit
valleyhumane.org or call 426-8656 for
more information.

Concerts
HOLIDAY YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL
2018 At 6 p.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 24, at the Firehouse Arts
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., The
6th Annual Holiday Youth Music
Festival will feature The Firehouse
Arts Center Youth Chorus with the
High School Music Collaborative
performing fun holiday favorites.
Special guest Creatures of Impulse
Teen Improv Troupe. Firehouse
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave.
General admission tickets students
$7, adults $12. Tickets available at
firehousearts.org, call 931-4848, or
at the Box Office at the center. Free
parking. firehousearts.org/events.
PLEASANTON COMMUNITY CONCERT
BAND WINTER CONCERT At 2
p.m., on Sunday, Nov. 25 in
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444
Railroad Ave., The Pleasanton
Community Concert Band, under
the direction of Bob Williams
presents a Holiday Music Concert,
a program of all time favorites and
requested tunes to promote the
holiday spirit. Music by Handel,
Bach, Barber, and Bizet will be
balanced by a generous dose of
Leroy Anderson. Free admission,
doors open at 1:45 p.m., open
seating. Donations appreciated.
firehousearts.org/events.

VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY/E. SCHOLZ

VALLEY CONCERT CHORALE CHRISTMAS TREASURES From 3 to 5
p.m. on Dec. 9, at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd., the
Christmas Treasures program
includes Handel’s “Hallelujah
Chorus” and “For Unto Us” from
Messiah, Berlioz “The Shepherds’
Farewell”, Holst “Christmas Day”
and Bach’s “Glory to the Lord”
from Christmas Oratorio. Visit
brownpapertickets.com/event.
REAL JAZZ WITH THE MICHAEL
MARCUS QUARTET From 7 to 9 p.m.
on Dec. 7, The Michael Marcus
Quartet will be coming to Inklings,
530 Main St., featuring Leon Joyce,
Jr. on the drums and James Hall on
the piano. eventbrite.com.
HOLIDAY MAGIC The San Ramon
Community Chorus and dancers
perform “Holiday Magic” at
2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 15 in
the Front Row Theater, 17011
Bollinger Canyon Rd., San
Ramon, Free performance. Go to
SanRamonPerformingArts.com for
more information or call 973-3343.

Festivals & Fairs
ANNUAL HOLIDAY SIGHTS & SOUNDS
PARADE AND TREE LIGHTING At
6 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 1, in
Downtown Livermore, join us for
the Holiday Parade, celebrating the

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE AT THE
GALLERY The LAA Gallery is hosting
a Holiday Open House from 11:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Dec.
1 and from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 2, at the Carnegie
Bldg., 2155 Third St., Livermore.
Special one of a kind gifts for
your holiday shopping. Mosaic,
wood pens, jewelry, ceramics,
glass, paintings, quilling, felting,
photography and note cards.
livermoreartassociation.org.

Family
FOOD PANTRY AT VALLEY BIBLE
CHURCH The Food Pantry at Valley
Bible Church, 7106 Johnson Dr.
is open from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on
Thursday evenings to serve anyone
who needs food. No proof of
residency is required, just come and
get a couple of bags or more.
CHARACTERZ KIDZ FAMILY GAME
NIGHT This Family Fun Night is free
for all ages at 6 p.m., on the first
Friday of every month at Characters
Cafe, 5424 Sunol Blvd. KIDZ get a
free hot cocoa or chocolate milk.
Bring a game to share or play one
of ours.

Dance
IMPRESSIONS OF THE NUTCRACKER
The San Ramon Valley Dance
Academy presents Impressions of
The Nutcracker at 4 p.m. and 7
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 8 and at
1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. on Sunday,
Dec. 9 at the Dougherty Valley
Performing Arts Center, 10550
Albion Rd., San Ramon. Go to
SanRamonPerformingArts.com for
tickets and more information or
call 973-3343.

‘Hues and Textures’
“Nestled,” a watercolor by Meghana
Mitragotri, is part of the Pleasanton Art
League’s 10th annual Juried Fine Arts Exhibition and Demonstrations at the Harrington
Gallery through Dec. 15. Demonstrations
are taking place from 1-3 p.m. Wednesdays,
a chance to watch the creative process and
chat with the artists. Peggy Magovern will
demonstrate colored pencil art on Nov. 28;
Meghana Mitragotri, watercolor, Dec. 5;
and Lorraine Wells, watercolor, Dec. 12. The
Harrington Gallery is located at the Firehouse
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave. Suggested
donation is $5 to visit the exhibit.
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Support
Groups
AL-ANON AND ALATEEN Al-Anon
and Alateen offer hope and strength
for families and friends of problem
drinkers. Contact 277-7661 or
help@AlanonTriValley.org. Go to
alanonTriValley.org. Pleasanton.
NATIONAL ALLIANCE ON MENTAL
ILLNESS (NAMI) TRI-VALLEY
CONNECTION SUPPORT GROUP
National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) Tri-Valley Connection
Support Group meets Wednesdays,
from 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. at St.
Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350
Hopyard Rd. and is for education
and support for those experiencing
a mental illness. Visit nami-trivalley.
org, or contact Kelley Thorpe Baker
at nami-trivalley.org.
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE
BLIND From 1 to 3 p.m., on the
second Saturday of each month
at Valley Memorial Hospital, 1111
E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore, the
LivermoreTri-Valley Chapter of the
National Federation of the Blind
meets for any visually impaired
or blind person. Call Carl at 4499362.
EAST BAY ESSENTIAL TREMOR
SUPPORT GROUP From 10 a.m. to
noon on the third Saturday of each
month, at the Alcosta Senior &

Community Center, 9300 Alcosta
Blvd., San Ramon, learn more
about this common movement
disorder. For more information visit
eastbayet.com, call 487-5706 or
email eastbayet@comcast.net.
GRIEF SUPPORT MEETINGS The
death of a loved one is a shattering
experience. It leaves us in a state
of shock, confusion, pain and
sadness. You do not have to suffer
alone. We invite you to participate
in our grief support meetings. We
will be meeting at 7:30 p.m. at St.
Elizabeth Seton, 4001 Stoneridge
Drive, on Dec. 13, Jan. 10 and 22,
Feb. 12 and 28, March 14 and
28. There are two Tuesday evening
meeting dates, Jan. 22 and Feb. 12.
Please call Eleanor at 846-8708 for
more information. All are welcome
regardless of religious affiliation.

Seniors
FRIENDS OF THE PLEASANTON
SENIOR CENTER ‘NEWCOMER’S
WELCOME’ At 10:30 a.m., on the
second Wednesday of each month
at the Pleasanton Senior Center,
5353 Sunol Blvd., discover all the
programs, classes, and services
available to you. At the end of the
tour you will receive a coupon for
a free lunch at the Sage CafÈ. For
more information, call 931-5365.
See CALENDAR on Page 22

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Planning Commission
Wednesday, November 28, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
• Nachi Periakaruppan/Safari Kid
Application for Conditional Use Permit and Design Review
approvals to operate a heritage school and preschool with
an outdoor playground for Safari Kid at 4464 Willow Road
• Haranath Gnana/Sri Sai Temple
Application for Conditional Use Permit to operate a
religious facility within an existing building for Sri Sai
Temple at 3940 Valley Avenue
Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails
Monday, November 26, 2018 at 6:45 p.m.
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Boulevard
9L]PL^[OL+V^U[V^U:WLJPÄJ7SHU
Committee on Energy & Environment
Wednesday, November 28, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.
Operations Services Center, 3333 Busch Road
• Select Chair and Vice Chair
• Presentation on the City’s Contract with Pleasanton
Garbage Service, New Services, and implementation of
the Mandatory Recycling Ordinance
• Presentation on Plastic Straw Pollution
• Climate Action Plan Update

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

To explore more about Pleasanton,
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov
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Employment
TECHNOLOGY
Technology
Workday, Inc. has the
following position
available in Pleasanton,
CA: Sr Manager,
Customer/Technical
Training: Own ecosystem
training programs
and strategy based on
customer and product
business needs. Submit
resume by mail to:
Workday, Inc., Attn:
Human Resources/
Immigration, 5928
Stoneridge Mall Road,
Pleasanton, CA 94588.
Must reference job title
and job code (LA-CA).

Sign up today at
PleasantonWeekly.com/
express

ENGINEERING/
TECHNOLOGY
The Clorox Services Company,
leading manufacturer and
marketer of consumer
products, has an opening in
Pleasanton, CA for Scientist
II (SM01): As a Scientist II in
Foods Product Development
bring technical and innovation
experience to Foods
Research and Development.
Responsible for developing
and scaling food products
across brand portfolios for
consumers. Work within lab.
Work on food formulation
and technology. Develop food
products. Work with insights
from food trends, consumer
learning, and functional
knowledge base to produce
food products Ref. job code
SM01 & mail resume to
Clorox, Attn: Kathleen Yellin,
1221 Broadway, Room 2200,
Oakland, CA 94612

To place an ad or get a quote,
call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.

Public Notices

995 Fictitious Name
Statement

Baytree Garden Coach
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 550906
The following person doing business as:
Baytree Garden Coach, 4925 Monaco
Dr., Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of
Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Louise Strauch, 4925
Monaco Dr., Pleasanton, CA 94566. This
business is conducted by Louise Strauch
an Individual. Registrant has not yet
begun to transact business under the
fictitious business name listed herein.
Signature of Registrant Louise Strauch,
owner. This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda on Oct. 16,
2018. (Pleasanton Weekly, Nov. 2, 9, 16,
23, 2018).
Like Microblading
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 551537
The following person doing business
as: Like Microblading, 4326 Las Positas
Rd., Livermore, CA 94551, County of
Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Keona Guillen, 4326
Las Positas Rd., Livermore, CA 94551.
This business is conducted by Keona
Guillen an Individual. Registrant began
transacting business under the fictitious
business name listed herein June 12,
2018. Signature of Registrant: Keona
Guillen, owner. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Alameda on
Nov. 2, 2018. (Pleasanton Weekly, Nov. 9,
16, 23 and 30, 2018).
FLOAT MUSIC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 551755
The following person(s) doing business
as:
Float Music, 7479 Ginger Court,
Pleasanton, CA 94588, County of
Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Hamoon Goudarzi
Nozari, 7479 Ginger Court, Pleasanton,
CA 94588. This business is conducted by

a General Partnership. Registrant has not
yet begun to transact business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed
herein. Signature of registrant, Hamoon
Goudarzi Nozari, General Partner. This
statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on November 8, 2018
(Pleasanton Weekly, November 23, 30,
December 7, 14).
STUDIO WHITESPACE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 550913
The following person(s) doing business
as: Studio Whitespace, 2024 Olivia
Court, Pleasanton, CA 94588, Alameda
County, is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Amy Crandall, 2024
Olivia Court, Pleasanton, CA 94588. This
business is conducted by an Individual.
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed herein May, 2003. Signature of
Registrant: Amy Crandall, Owner. This
statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda on October 16, 2018
(Pleasanton Weekly, November 2, 9, 16,
23, 2018).
Ed’s Automotive & Light Truck Repair,
Inc.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 550536
The following person doing business
as: Ed’s Automotive & Light Truck
Repair, Inc., 26 California Ave., Suite
E, Pleasanton, CA 94566, County of
Alameda, is hereby registered by the
following owner: Ed’s
Automotive & Light Truck Repair, Inc.,
26 California Ave., Suite E, Pleasanton,
CA 94566. This business is conducted
by Ed’s Automotive & Light Truck Repair,
Inc. a Corporation. Registrant began
transacting business under the fictitious
business name listed herein Oct. 5,
2018. Signature of Registrant: Catherine
S. Hussain, President. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk of
Alameda on Oct. 5, 2018. (Pleasanton
Weekly, Nov. 2, 9, 16 and 23, 2018).

Call (925) 600-0840 for assistance with
your legal advertising needs.
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Continued from Page 21

MEN OF BREAKFAST Join the Men
of Breakfast or MOB at 8:30 a.m.
on the first and third Tuesday
of the month for a cup of coffee
and friendly discussion at the
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353
Sunol Blvd. Bring a newspaper and
whatever topics pique your interest.
PHOTO CLUB The photo club is
open to any senior who enjoys the
hobby of photography at any level.
It is suggested that you have some
form of a digital camera. Meetings
include occasional speakers and
field trips, and are from 2 to 4
p.m. on the second Wednesday of
the month at the Pleasanton Senior
Center. 5353 Sunol Blvd. Cost is
$2 for residents, $2.50 for nonresidents. Call 931-5365.
FINDING WELLNESS CLASSES FOR
SENIORS Finding Wellness is a 7
week fun and interactive series
designed to promote healthy living
and well being. Classes meet from
1:30 to 3 p.m. at the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
3574 Vineyard Ave. Classes also
include 20 minutes of gentle
exercise. For age 60+. ssptv.org/
finding-wellness-program.

Business
FREE JOBS AND RESUME
COUNSELING From 6 to 8 p.m.
on the fourth Wednesday of the
month, at the Pleasanton Library,
400 Old Bernal Ave., have a free
consultation with an experienced

Employment Recruiter. Learn how
to search for a job on the web,
find employment web sites, get
help with online applications and
resume writing. cityofpleasantonca.
gov.

Government
CIVIC ARTS COMMISSION
MEETING At 7 p.m. on the first
Monday of the month, in City
Hall, 200 Old Bernal Ave., the
Commission meets to promote
the acquisition, construction and
installment of works of public art
in Pleasanton. The Commission
also makes recommendations
to the City Council regarding
the City’s Civic Arts programs.
cityofpleasantonca.gov.
BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAILS
COMMITTEE At 6:45 p.m. on the
fourth Monday of each month,
at the Pleasanton Senior Center,
5353 Sunol Blvd., the Parks
and Recreation Commission
meets to advise the City’s Traffic
Engineering Division on bicycle,
pedestrian and trail related items.
cityofpleasantonca.gov.

Community
Groups
PLEASANTON LIONS CLUB At 6:30
p.m. on the second and fourth
Tuesday of the month at Inklings,
530 Main St. we have our dinner
meeting. Join us and learn the
many ways the Lions are making
a difference in our community.

Marketplace
HOME SERVICES

INSURANCE

Painting

Renters Insurance

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Renters
Insurance

• Kitchen Cabinets
• Sheetrock & Texture
Repair
• Deck Restoration
• Small Jobs OK

Brian Ward
Custom Painting
925 323 7833
LIC 731462

As low as $10 a month
includes $100,000
Liability to satisfy
Landlord Requirements.
Call us 24/7 at
925.846.0880
or visit
PTownRenters.com

HOME SERVICES Plumbing
Your local drain & sewer experts
Emergency plumbing repair
Drain and sewer cleaning • Hydro-jets cleaning
Sewers: camera inspection, repair & replacement
Water leak repair • Water, gas & sewer repair
Installation of water heaters,
garbage disposals, faucets and toilets
CALL TODAY! 510-379-8898 or 925-888-9678
E-mail: dcc828@yahoo.com.
To place an ad or get a quote,
contact Nico Navarrete at 650.223.6582
or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

For more information visit
pleasantonlionsclub.org or call
872-7552.
HACIENDA PARK TOASTMASTERS
CLUB: GUESTS AND NEW
MEMBERS WELCOME From noon
to 1 p.m., every Thursday, Civic
Center Regional Meeting, Library
Community, or the Library
Program Room at 100 Civic Plaza,
Dublin. Guests and new members
welcome. Improve public speaking,
communication and leadership
skills. Gain confidence. Call
895-6796, to confirm location.
HaciendaTM@gmail.com.
PLEASANTON NORTH ROTARY From
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. every Friday at
Haps Original Steaks and Seafood
at 122 West Neal St., we meet for
lunch. Learn more about us online
at pnr-rotary.org. Public Relations
Contact Stacey Blaney, 872-4036,
email stacey@denalidatasystems.
com.
THE PLEASANTON CHAMBER
PRESENTS: A LUNCHEON WITH THE
OAKLAND A’S From 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. on Dec. 11, at the
Marriott Pleasanton, 11950 Dublin
Canyon Rd., enjoy a luncheon with
the Oakland A’s, featuring Stephen
Piscotty, Chris Giles and David
Rinetti. Sponsorship Opportunity
$1,000, which includes preferred
table of 8 at the event and
company logo on all promotional
collateral. Private VIP meet and
greet reception with top executives
of the A’s, photo opportunities
with the World Series trophies
and A’s mascot Stomper. $40 per
person for lunch. pleasanton.org/
events/details.
GO GREEN INITIATIVE Many
schools do not have the
infrastructure or resources to
recycle or dispose of their organic
waste. We work with student
groups to implement these
programs in their schools. Our
Local Leaders of the 21stCentury
program gives students the
necessary resources to be
advocates in their schools and
communities. Students are eligible
for various scholarships based on
the time they devote to working
with GGI and the quality of the
work they produce. We work with
policy makers, local businesses
and students to create sustainable
food programs and energy efficient
schools. GGI schools range from
preschool through university and
are in all 50 U.S. states and 73
countries around the world. Our
online action will be starting
Nov. 20 and run through Dec. 9.
Donate at firstgiving.com.

Volunteers
BLOOD DRIVE AT THE MOSQUE Join
us at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 7,
at the Pleasanton Mosque, 5724
W. Las Positas Dr., for the eleventh
blood drive to help address the
national critical need for blood.
Just 15 minutes can save three
lives. Ages 16+ can donate.
Register at redcrossblood.org/
give. Every person who donates
blood at MCC East Bay in 2018
will receive a voucher for either a
free haircut at Super Haircut in
San Ramon or a free oil change at
Midas and SpeeDee Oil Change in
Dublin.

OurNeighborhoods

JO ANN LUISI
SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST©

An annual magazine featuring
the neighborhoods of Pleasanton
and surrounding areas.

Coming inside your Pleasanton Weekly
on February 22, 2019

Our Neighborhoods
showcases selected neighborhoods and captures the
particular qualities that make
it unique.
Each Neighborhood proﬁle
includes local features — such
as parks and shopping centers
— and a fact box including
the median home sale price,
how many homes were sold
and the nearby schools.
Our Neighborhoods is a great
resource for current residents
or those looking to relocate to
the Tri-Valley.

LIVERMORE

$999,950 HAYWARD

1042 Lomitas Avenue
4 bedrooms
2.5 bathrooms
BY APPOINTMENT

$949,950

3811 Oakes
5 bedrooms
3 bathrooms
BY APPOINTMENT

JO ANN LUISI
License # 01399250

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Get your ad featured inside
Our Neighborhoods. Learn more
by calling: Call 925.600.0840

925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
jluisi.apr.com
Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more
of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.
If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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A REAL ESTATE TECHNOLOGY COMPANY
$$ ARE YOU LOOKING TO SELL YOUR HOME $$

PENDING

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

2842 W. RUBY HILL DRIVE
PLEASANTON

4326 CAMPINIA PLACE
RUBY HILL

3504 MERCATO COURT
RUBY HILL

4+BR | 4.5BA | 6905+/- Sq. Ft.

5BR | 4BA | 4600+/- Sq. Ft.

5BR, 4.5BA, 4765+/- Sq. Ft.

Offered at $2,988,000

Offered at $2,099,000

Offered at $2,249,000

Many clients believe that the fall is the “slow time” for
real estate. However, nothing could be further from
the truth! It’s actually a great time to sell your home!
Call me today for a no-obligation evaluation of your
homes’ value and how I can help maximize that value
for you.

DeAnna Armario & Liz Venema

Lloyd R . Steere

REALTORS® DRE LIC # 01363180 and 01922957
DeAnna-Liz@ArmarioVenemaHomes.com

925.404.3394
lloyd@lloydsteere.com
www.lloydsteere.com
BAY AREA, CA CHAPTER

925.260.2220 & 925.413.6544
ArmarioVenemaHomes.com
NEW PRICE

NEW LISTING in Downtown Livermore!
274 Wood St. Unit 505,
Livermore
2 bedroom, 2.5 baths, 2 car
garage. 1,117 Sq ft. Ultimate
downtown Livermore experience, ACE train, Dining Center
of Livermore. Enjoy the Community pool, playground, and
outdoor Garden. Don’t pass
this one up !!

3263 VINEYARD AVE, PLEASANTON #4
OFFERED AT $298,000
Looking to downsize? This beautiful manufactured home is located
in desirable Vineyard Estates over 55 community! - 3 bedroom/2
bath with inviting large front deck also has a backyard for additional
entertaining space. Located minutes to downtown Pleasanton,
restaurants, shopping, wineries, and more! Amenities include bocce
ball, dog park, various clubs, pool, spa, exercise classes.
Friendly, fun neighbors!

Gail Boal
REALTOR® LIC # 01276455

925.577.5787
www.gailboal.com

Call me for
a no obligation
market analysis
on your home!

DRE # 02009176

“Wishing you and your family a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving”

437 Wayland Loop, Livermore
Brand New Home – 2018 One Story – approx. 1,610 sq ft.
3 bedroom – 2 bath – 2 car garage. California Room. AbWSYPXIP]+SVKISYW,EVH[SSH¾SSVXLVSYKLSYX7XEMRPIWWWXIIP
appliances, new Washer/Dryer.

OFFERED AT $605,000

OFFERED AT $1,000,000

Considering a change?
Cindy and Gene can help with
your real estate needs!

KW TRI-VALLEY
REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
INTERESTED IN A CAREER IN REAL ESTATE?
LEARN HOW TO BE A SUCCESS!!
| CONTROL YOUR INCOME WITH OPPORTUNITIES
TO EARN 100% COMMISSIONS
| LET US GIVE YOU ALL THE TOOLS YOU NEED
TO BE SUCCESSFUL
| ALIGN YOURSELF WITH THE #1 REAL ESTATE
COMPANY IN THE U.S.
| WE PRIDE OURSELVES AS AN INDUSTRY LEADER
AND INNOVATOR

Register at www.trivalleyrealestateschool.com
Tuesday, November 27th from 7-9 pm
2300 First St. Suite 316, Livermore

Cindy and Gene Williams
REALTORS® BRE LIC # 01370076 and 00607511

925.918.2045 www.WilliamsReGroup.com

TOP

5 REASONS TO USE

KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY
(GLOBAL / NATIONAL / LOCAL)

The numbers are in...
1. We are global and your local listings are
syndicated nationally and worldwide
2. We are number one in agent count in
the world
3. We are number one in total volume
sold in the nation
4. We are number one in total houses /
units sold in the nation
5. We are number one in market share
locally in the Tri Valley

BECOME PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER

JENNIFER HAUS

Keller Williams Realty is a company that changes lives.
Contact me about a career with KW.

Team Leader
925.628.4077
Jennifer.Haus@kw.com

459 Main St., Pleasanton | 660 Main St., Pleasanton | 2300 First St., Suite 316, Livermore | Broker License #01395362
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