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95

P185/65R14
P195/60R15 87H
P205/65R15 92H
P215/60R16 94H
P225/60R16 97H

ENTER
TO WIN A FREE
TRIP ON THE
GOODYEAR BLIMP
Flight takes place on
Thursday, July 12th at 2 p.m
See stor e for details and entr y for ms

95

P175/70R13
P185/70R14
$60.95
P195/70R14
$62.95
P205/65R15
$79.95
P225/70R16
$94.95
P235/65R17
$105.95

$55.95
$59.95
$62.95
$63.95

50,000 Mile Tread Life
Limited Warranty
Everyday Low Price

50,000 Mile Tread Life
Limited Warranty
Everyday Low Price

EAGLE GT-HR™

ASSURANCE®

73

$

P185/65R13 86T
P195/60R15 84T $71.95
P205/65R15 94T $75.95
P215/60R16 95T $84.95
P225/70R15 100T $79.95
P235/65R17 98T
$76.95
P225/60R16 98T $92.95
P235/60R16 100T $92.95

As Low As

P185/60R14 VSB
P195/60R15 VSB $85.95
P215/60R15 VSB $80.95
P225/60R16 VSB $99.95
P235/55R13 VSB $104.95
P205/55R16 VSB $109.95
50,000 Mile Tread Life Limited
Warranty Everyday Low Price

8895

$

95

P185/60R14 85T
P195/70R14 BLK $87.95
P195/65R15 BLK $93.95
P205/70R15 BLK $98.95
P225/60R16 BLK $119.95
80,000 Mile Tread Life
Limited Warranty
Everyday Low Price

WORLDCLASS SERVICE
TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS
SAVE

$

20

With Coupon. Expires 7/31/07

NEW PLEASANTON LOCATION: 2 California Ave. 925-461-4290
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5495

$

As Low As

59

INCLUDES: •Pressure test system for leaks • Drain radiator,
reﬁll with up to 2 gallons of 50/50 anti-freeze • Check hoses,
belts and pulleys

www.r ynck.com

$43.95
$46.95
$56.95
$59.95

As Low As

RyNck
COOLANT/ANTI
FREEZE
SERVICE

95

P175/65R14
P185/65R14
P195/65R15
P205/65R15
P215/65R15

ALTIMAX RT

$

As Low As

53

$

As Low As

$

INTEGRITY®

As Low As

NEGOTIATOR

RyNck
SYNTHETIC
BLEND OIL,
FILTER & TIRE
ROTATION

$

TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS

95

24

INCLUDES: • Fluid level check • Drain oil • Reﬁll with up to ﬁvequarts 5W/30
synthetic blend quality oil • Install new ﬁlter • Chassislube (if applicable) •
Rotate 4 mounted tires • 32-point inspection$3.00 disposal fee will be added.
With Coupon. Expires 7/31/07

RyNck
FRONT OR REAR
BRAKE SERVICE

TIRE & AUTO
CENTERS

$

50

OFF

INCLUDES: • Replacing rear brake lining or front disc pads •
Resurface rear brake drums or front rotors • Road Test •Inspect
brake system
With Coupon. Expires 7/31/07

PLEASANTON - OPEN SUNDAY
4216 Rosewood Dr. 925-734-3444
PLEASANTON
3420 Stanley Blvd. 925-462-4900
DUBLIN
6028 Dougherty Rd. 925-833-9700
LIVERMORE - OPEN SUNDAY
1485 First St. 925-455-4330

Around
Pleasanton

Coming Soon to
the Heart of Pleasanton

by Jeb Bing

Callippe—A winning course
thanks to Randy Lum
Randy Lum, Pleasanton’s popular
public works director who died five
years ago next Wednesday, should
be smiling. The city’s municipal
golf course he worked so hard to
develop—which we named Callippe
Preserve—is a resounding success.
With total rounds for the fiscal year
that ends tomorrow once projected
at 58,000, the actual number for the
course’s first full year of operation is
likely to be close to or over 73,000.
Total earnings are expected to reach
$4 million, with $900,000-$1 million
left over that can be applied to paying down the $25 million in bonds
used to partially fund the $40-million
course. The city’s goal is to make the
course self-sufficient in the coming
years, but to come so close in its
first year of operation is, as Finance
Deputy Dave Iremonger told the City
Council last week, “truly great news
for our community.”
Callippe wasn’t Lum’s idea. The
City Council established a golf
course committee 20 years ago when
residents like Ed Churka lobbied
for a public course. Over time, at
least two other courses were proposed: San Francisco suggested
building an 18-hole course as part
of a 2,600-home development on the
Bernal property, which the council
nixed. The Lin family, developers of
Kottinger Ranch and now the proposed Oak Grove properties at the
end of Hearst Drive, received council
approval for a golf course in the hills
above Kottinger Ranch, but that was
rejected in a voter referendum.
Callippe also seemed to die a thousands deaths as the proposal inched
its way through the council and various regional, state and federal environmental groups, which often reject
golf courses because of the heavy
fertilizer and water uses that often go
with those developments. The crushing blow came when residents of
the Happy Valley community, where
Callippe is located, turned down an
annexation agreement that provided
for the golf course. A visionary who
always moved forward calmly and
deliberatively, Lum found 550 acres
on east side of Alisal Street and
assembled the few property owners there who agreed to have their
lands annexed. Even as costs swelled

from an original $20 million to more
than $40 million, Lum persuaded
the council to stay the course, convincing them that this could be the
last chance to button up forever the
southeast hills of Pleasanton with
a golf course and even large areas
of open space, trails and hiker and
equestrian paths.
Tragically, just as the golf course
design was being finalized and earth
movers were set to start contouring
the hills, Lum died of a heart attack
July 4, 2002, while playing the 16
green at Willow Park Golf Course
in Castro Valley, just down the road
from where he lived. A picture of
Randy Lum and a small plaque dedicated to his service to our town
hangs in the fireplace room next to
the dining room of Callippe’s clubhouse. Those are small but adequate
reminders of the humble engineers
and public friend who made a major
impact in Pleasanton during the years
he served here.
Callippe, true to the spirit of Lum,
the city councils he worked with
and the community as a whole, is
considered one of the best municipal
courses in the state, finishing sixth
in a poll by one golf magazine in its
first six months and labeled as one of
the 10 best new municipal courses in
the country by another. The steady
stream of golfers also shows the
strength of its design and beauty
of its location, with a record 304
golfers playing the course one day
earlier this month and never less than
200 all month. Iremonger predicts
7,000 will have played Callippe by
the time June ends, with more players to come in July and August, the
busiest months. Even last December,
traditionally the slowest months for
golf courses, 4,009 played Callippe.
And it’s not just golf that brings
in the revenue. Golfers spend an
average of $62 each time they play,
far more than the green fees that
are $34 on weekdays for Pleasanton
residents and $51 on weekends ($42
and $60 for non-residents), with food
becoming one of Callippe’s favorite
attractions, even for non-golfers. It’s
all more than Randy Lum had hoped
for, which is a great legacy for the
man who helped make it work. ■

About the Cover
Five-year-old Taylor Goolsby of Bay Point rides the carousel at the
Alameda County Fair. The popular fair, in its 95th year, draws local
residents as well as those across the Bay Area. The festivities continue
through July 8. Cover by Manuel Valenzuela.
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• Ten semi-custom homes on
10,000 sq. ft. homesites
• 2,720 to 3,852 square feet
• Prices from $1.3 million
Interest List Now Forming!

ROSELYN
(West end of Rose Avenue)

(925) 314-9870 x130
www.roselynestates.com
Presented by

Exclusively represented by

*Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Approximate sq. ft.
See sales representative for details.

24th Annual Livermore
Robertson Community Park
3200 Robertson Park Road
Admission
$10 per car, $3 per walk in.
Pedestrian gates close at 9:30 pm,
parking lots close at 8:30 pm but
may ﬁll up early.
Time
4:00 pm gates open, ﬁreworks
display starts at 9:35 pm.

• Live Music—David Martin’s
House Party
• Family Games & Carnival Area
• Food & Beverage Vendors
• Gigantic Fireworks Display

NO Fireworks,
Alcohol, Glass,
Barbecues, or
Animals allowed
at event.

For more information: Katrina Hole (925) 373-5748
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Lower Your House Payment
with our "One Month ARM" (with Great New Pricing!)
• Minimum Payment at 1% (APR 5.830%)
• Vacation Homes also at 1%
• 40 Year Term Available for Really Low Payment
• “Lowest Margins”
• "Stated Income" at no extra cost
• Loan Amounts up to 7 Million
• Life Cap of 9.95%

Example
Loan Amount
1st Year Monthly Payment
2nd Year Max Monthly Payment
3rd Year Max Monthly Payment
4th Year Max Monthly Payment
5th Year Max Monthly Payment

30 year
$500,000
$1,608
$1,728
$1,857
$1,996
$2,145

40 years
$1,264
$1,358
$1,460
$1,569
$1,686

Streetwise
Q:

*Equity Lines to $750,000*

Interstate 580 was just
named the second worst
drive in the Bay Area. How
do you deal with the traffic?
Asked Downtown

Perfect for consolidating your 1st and 2nd mortgages, remove PMI, Cash-out to
pay off debts, college funds, or the purchase of a second home.

Tina Amber
Regional Operations Manager

Laura Ryan
925.225.7644
laura.ryan@wamu.net

As a regional manager, I am traveling I-580 quite often. I try to time
my driving when traffic is not too
heavy. I usually wait until 9 a.m. in
the morning to head out and leave
by 3:30 p.m. in order to miss the
gridlock.

Harry Osmus
925.225.7647
harry.osmus@wamu.net

Andrew Zalewski
Tax Attorney

5800 Stoneridge Mall Road • Pleasanton, CA 94588
Offer applies only to the 1-Month Option ARM. The interest rate/APR may increase after the first month. The interest rate may change more frequently than the minimum payment amount. The
minimum payment is always the lowest payment that can be made each month. Making the minimum payment each month can result in negative amortization. All payment options are not available
each month. In addition, on 15-year loans, only up to three payment options are available. Interest that accrues between the date of closing and the month preceding the month in which your first
payment is due will be based on the higher of the start rates or the fully indexed rate. APR is effective 4/05/06. The APR and 1.000% start rate are available only to borrowers with FICO scores equal
to or greater than 720. Different start rates and APRs may apply to borrowers with different credit profiles. The APR and 1.000% start rate are also only available on purchase money and non cashout refinance loans secured by 1-2 unit owner-occupied properties with terms of 15 and 30 years, Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratios of up to 70% (purchase money and non cash out refinance) and loan
amounts of up to $1.5 million. Additional limitations and restrictions may apply. Higher rates may apply 1-Month Option ARMs with different parameters. Rates and terms are subject to change without
notice. Alternative pricing options may be available. Ask a Washington Mutual loan consultant for details. Typical financing examples of a $200,000 loan with an LTV of 70% and prepaid finance charges of $3,607.29, a starting interest rate of 1.000%, Index of 4.011%, a Margin of 1.875% and a fully Indexed Rate of 5.886%. On a 30-year loan the APR would be
5.982 and the 360 minimum monthly payments would vary from $643.28 to $1,374.20. On a 15-year loan the APR would be 6.052% and the 180 minimum monthly payments would
vary from $1,196.99 to $1,891.35. Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts application in: Washington Mutual Bank- many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business
as Washington Mutual Bank, FA- many states; and Washington Mutual Banks fsb- ID, MT, UT.

I deal with the traffic by riding my
bike to work. I am able to avoid the
early morning hassle by taking my
bike up the Iron Horse Trail to San
Ramon. It’s a nice way to start the
day, get some exercise and avoid
the mess on the freeways.

Sue Liddell
Shipping

The reason I try to avoid I-580,
especially going east, is that it’s
bumper to bumper, even on the
weekends. I take the back roads
as much as possible. Fortunately,
I don’t have to go that way to get
to work. If I did I would probably
relocate.

Jim Kruder
Sales

I am fortunate that I’m able to take
side streets and surface streets.
I live in Pleasanton but drive to
Dublin for work. I drive fast, but
not too fast, with the loud music on
so that I still feel like I’m on the
freeway without the stress.

Marijean Schulenburg
Retired

We don’t have enough roads to
accommodate the amount of people
using them. Northern California
needs to follow Southern California’s
suit and build more roads to support
the population. Commuting up here
is a nightmare, so much so that my
husband took early retirement and we
moved to Palm Desert.

Have a Streetwise question? E-mail: editor@PleasantonWeekly.com
Compiled by Cybele Ryan
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Newsfront
Everything is coming up roses
for Pleasanton’s new budget

News Digest
Gonzales completes
third Ironman
CBS 5 Weather Anchor and
Pleasanton resident Roberta
Gonzales completed her third
Ironman Triathlon June 24†in
Switzerland. She finished the
2.4-mile swim, 112-mile bike
and 26.2-mile marathon in 14
hours, 27 minutes and 41 seconds.

Raffle to support
downtown, arts
The Pleasanton Downtown
Association is coordinating
a fundraiser to support both
the Pleasanton Downtown
Association’s Mural Project
and the Firehouse Arts Center.
Alexander’s Main Street Gallery
has commissioned renowned artist Miguel Frietas to paint “The
Best of San Francisco,” a 26inch by 48-inch acrylic on wood
panel, to be raffled exclusively
for this fundraiser. The drawing
will be held 2 p.m. Aug. 4 at
Alexander’s Main Street Gallery,
610 Main St., with proceeds from
the tickets to be split between
the two organizations. Tickets
are $25 or two for $45. Call
Rosalinda 846-6015 for details.

Satisfaction survey also shows local residents like where they live
by Jeb Bing

E

verything is coming up roses for
Pleasanton with a city budget that shows
favorable revenue for at least the next
10 years and a new voter survey that reports
everyone is happy with where they live and the
quality of life they’re living.
Finance Director Dave Culver won City
Council approval June 19 of his record-high
two-year operating budgets for fiscal years
2007-08 starting July 1 and FY 2008-09 the following year. For the coming year, the city will
work with a $152-million budget, and $156.7-

million starting July 1, 2008.
The operating budget includes the general
operating fund, such as the costs of police, fire,
building and planning, “things you see every
day,” Culver said. It also includes enterprise
funds such as water, sewer and storm drain
costs, and also the Callippe Preserve Golf
Course and the city’s newly acquired Pleasanton
Pioneer Cemetery on Sunol Boulevard.
“Our new budget is balanced and one that
will provide the funds needed to complete the
General Plan. The development of the Bernal
property, strengthened youth services and funding of public safety programs, such as DARE

Historic downtown building
to open Nov. 1 after
extensive renovations
by Janet Pelletier

T

Harry Arruda

23 firefighter recruits graduate
Twenty-three area recruit firefighters graduated last week in a special ceremony. The recruits
attended the XAL Academy, which is produced by the Alameda County, Fremont and LivermorePleasanton fire departments. Earlier in the day, firefighters demonstrated their response to a fire
and car accident and how to extricate a person to family members. The graduation marks the
completion of a 16-week academy preparing the recruits to become entry-level firefighters.

School parcel tax study
released

Musical Art Under
the Oaks
From 2 to 4 p.m. July 15, the
Pleasanton Community Concert
Band will be performing at the
Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden
Lane, Livermore, for the Musical
Art Under the Oaks celebration.
The band will be playing a variety
of musical styles including selections from popular songs, oldies,
pops and marches. Themes from
major films will include “Pirates
of the Caribbean,” “James Bond
Suite,” and “The Theme from

Corrections The Weekly desires
to correct all significant errors. To
request a correction, call the editor
at (925) 600-0840 or e-mail: editor@
PleasantonWeekly.com

(continued on page 10)

Veterans Hall
accepting
reservations
Monday

‘Ask the Doctor’
moved to July 11
Learn how to know if your
belly aches are serious by asking
Gastroenterologist Dr. Jeffrey
Mark and Dr. Philip Yee during
TV30’s live “Ask the Doctor”
show from 7 to 8 p.m. July 11.
Viewers can phone-in their medical questions for the doctors
by calling TV30 at 462-3030.
Typically the show is broadcast
on the first Wednesday of the
month, but was changed due to
the holiday. For more information on this and other TV30 programs, visit www.tv30.org.

and ‘Every 15 Minutes’ for the schools and the
Police Teen Academy,” Culver said.
At the same City Council meeting, John
Fairbank and his opinion research and public policy analysis firm of Fairbank, Maslin,
Maullin & Associates, reported the results of a
survey that found those who live in Pleasanton
think it’s a great place to live, work, go to
school, raise a family and just have fun.
His extensive “Community Satisfaction
Survey,” done in conjunction with the city’s
new General Plan and consideration being given

Feedback shows optimism, support from community
by Emily Atwood

V

oters in the Pleasanton Unified School
District rate the quality of education very
highly, according to The Lew Edwards
Group and EMC Research, which presented
findings from a parcel tax feasibility study at
last Tuesday’s school board meeting.
The district requested the study to see if the
community would support a tax that would
help fund priorities listed by the Excellence
Committee, a 55-member group comprised of
community members and education professionals.
“There’s a healthy tension in our organization,” Superintendent John Casey said. “It’s
knowing what we do and on the other hand,
knowing what we could do.”

he Veterans Memorial Hall, which is
being restored to its former glory, will
open to the public on Nov. 1, according to
city community services manager Eileen Morley
Hofstadt.
The city will start accepting reservations
Monday, July 2.
“The public can come in and rent the facility
for any use after Nov. 1,” Hofstadt said.
The renovations have been anticipated for
months since the popular Veterans Hall always
books up fast for events.
“We only have two (city) facilities that are
for rent that hold over 200 people. That would
(continued on page 8)

We need
your photo
Weekly’s contest rewards
amateur photographers
for capturing essence
of Pleasanton

Casey added that while they have tried to
whittle away at the committee’s recommendations, including adding more counselors and
adding science specialists, the bulk of the list
would have to be funded from other sources.
Lew Edwards Group and EMC conducted
a telephone survey of 400 randomly selected
registered voters in Pleasanton from May 28-31.
Alex Evans, president of EMC Research, said
the district should be proud to have received
such high overall ratings for whether things are
going in the right direction.
“Pleasanton is generally the happiest place
in the world right now,” he said. “Seeing optimism grow in the Bay Area, I began to worry

alling all Pleasanton amateur photographers: We are looking for photos
that represent Pleasanton and its residents. Photos should be taken in Pleasanton
with identifiable Pleasanton landmarks or
background. The best photos will include
people—but no more than three—be colorful, focused and not too busy.
Submissions will be judged by the
Pleasanton Weekly staff based on quality

(continued on page 11)

(continued on page 6)
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Alexandria’s

Newsfront

Flowers

Flower Happy Hour at Alexandria’s
Enjoy a fresh Bouquet for $15.00 (reg $25.00)
Everyday from 9AM - 5PM Saturdays from 10AM-3PM
Brighten your home this Spring Season with FRESH FLOWERS

484-1149 • 3037 Hopyard Road, Suite F

BART OKs cutting nonstop
connection from Pleasanton to SFO
Reconfigurement of trains part of BART’s $627 million fiscal budget

www.ptownflowers.com • M-F 8-5, Sat 10-3

by Janet Pelletier

• Secured by Real Estate

• 1st and 2nd Mortgages

• Interest Paid Monthly

• Licensed Broker
for 25 years

• IRA, 401K
Approved

Jewelry by Paula

$98
Halter
Dress
by Trina Turk

$112
Sandals

Great one of a kind
selections

by Michael Kors

Previously owned & new designer
fashions at a fraction of their original
price! We specialize in your favorite
designer apparel, shoes & accessories.

$89

Downtown Pleasanton
327A St. Mary Street
Located near the corner of
Main Street and St. Mary Street

Phone: 925 846-6600

Photo contest

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10am - 5pm,
Mon. consignment by appointment only
(in-home appointments available)

(continued from page 5)

Want to Consign?
Call 925 846-6600
Items pictured are one of a kind, and
availability is not guaranteed.
SEVEN I RALPH LAUREN I BEBE I EILEEN FISHER I CITIZENS I 8TWO8 I BCBG BY MAX AZRIA
LUCKY I TRUE RELIGION I BANANA REPUBLIC I DKNY I J CREW I JUICY I JEWELRY BY PAULA & MORE!

®

since 2002
4713 1st Street Suite 100
(at the corner of 1st and Abbie)

of photo, suitability of the content
and how well the photo represents
Pleasanton.
First place will be awarded $25
and will be published in a future
Pleasanton Weekly publication
with the photographer credited.

Janet Pelletier

Silver
Charm
Necklace

The board of directors for BART
recently approved a $627 million
budget for the 2007-08 fiscal year,
which begins July 1. Included in
the approval was a plan to eliminate the connection of the DublinPleasanton line all the way to San
Francisco Airport.
It is an effort by the rail operator
to improve overall service to SFO
by adding trains in higher ridership
areas and eliminating trains in low
ridership areas.
One of the low ridership areas
is the route going to the airport
from the Dublin-Pleasanton station, according to BART spokesman Linton Johnson.
In the month of April, Johnson
said an average of 726 people per
day boarded at different stations
along the Dublin-Pleasanton line
(blue line) to go to SFO. In comparison, a total of 1,007 people per
day boarded different stations along
the Pittsburg/Bay Point line (yellow
line) to the airport that same month.
“We’re talking about a third
more passengers per day who use
the yellow line versus the blue line
to get to the airport,” Johnson said.
The Dublin-Pleasanton line will
end in Daly City, instead of continuing on the blue line to SFO,
which it does now. Pleasanton area
passengers trying to get to the airport to catch a flight will have to
get off at the Daly City station and
board the yellow line to go the rest
of the way. Another choice would
be to board a train at the Walnut
Creek station to take the yellow
line to the airport.
James Paxson, president of the
Hacienda Business Park Owners

Pleasanton residents going to SFO will have two options: take DublinPleasanton line to Daly City and switch over to yellow line or pick up yellow
line in Walnut Creek.

Association said he doesn’t believe
the changes will have that big of an
effect on business travelers coming
to and from Pleasanton.
BART said the budget is a major
improvement over past years, when
it has been hit hard financially.
“This budget is all about improving the customer experience,” Board
of Directors President Lynette Sweet
said. “After years of severe belttightening, the revenues are finally
coming back and we are spending
the extra money on our riders.”
The board decided to move forward with a plan to cut the time
between trains from 20 minutes
to 15 minutes at night Monday
through Saturday, all day Sunday
and on holidays that operate on
a Sunday schedule. The budget
also promises to fund $8.9 million
for 24 new cleaning positions to
make trains and stations cleaner as
well as brighten stations with better

lighting.
“Our 2006 Customer Satisfaction
Survey showed us that overwhelmingly riders love BART—giving
us an 85 percent satisfaction rating,” Sweet said. “While any public
agency would envy this rating, riders did speak loudly and clearly on
one thing—cleanliness. They want
our trains to be tidier. This budget
does exactly that.”
On-time performance will also
get a boost, as the board increased
the goal from a 94 percent passenger on-time standard to a 96 percent
standard. Part-time paramedics will
be hired to address medical emergencies faster at key stations during commute hours, increasing train
operator staffing and beefing up its
preventative maintenance program
to improve the reliability of train
cars.
All of the changes will take effect
starting Jan. 1. ■

Second- and third-place winners
will also be awarded cash prizes
and their photos published with a
name credit.
Entries should be emailed to
editor@pleasantonweekly.com
as a JPEG file, no larger than
2MB. The text of the email should
include the caption information
such as names of the people in
the photo and where it was taken,
the entrant’s name and a daytime

phone number.
Deadline for the entries is 5
p.m. Monday, July 16. Selected
entries will be placed on
PleasantonWeekly.com and winners will be contacted by July 20.
Winners must be able to provide
a full resolution image—A JPEG
larger than 10MB, uncorrected
and not cropped.
For information, call 925-6000840. ■

Treasure the First Glimpse
of Your Baby Before Birth
We offer breathtaking photos and movies with scans performed by only
the most experienced Sonographers using
3D/4D Ultrasound.
Premium 3D Ultrasound packages designed to accommodate all budgets.

In Downtown Pleasanton
Book Your Appointment
Today!

888.332.2298
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Family and friends are always welcome! There’s room for ten in our
comfortable exam theatre.
Walk out with all your photos, CDs and DVDs in hand!

www.3DBabyVu.com

Summer Special!
FREE “Baby’s First Photo” Frame &
5”x7” color photo with every package.

Newsfront

Library to launch Big Read
program this fall
Theme will be “The Maltese Falcon,” program promotes citywide literature
by Janet Pelletier

Pleasanton Hotel, Calaveras
Repertory Theater, the Pleasanton
Weekly and Towne Center Books.
The library welcomes any additional partners who are interested.
Activities the library is planning
in September and October include:
•Author presentations and book
discussions, co-hosted by Towne
Center Books and featuring mystery writers John Lescroart and
Robert Dugoni and members of
the Northern California Sisters in
Crime writer’s association
•Bringing participants to the
book author’s walking tour in San
Francisco

•A theatrical performance of the
book by the Calaveras Repertory
Theater
•A film noir festival hosted
by Dr. Candace Klaschus of Las
Positas College
•A dinner theater production of
“The Maltese Crow Murder” at the
Pleasanton Hotel
•Bringing Bruce Hale, author
of children’s book “The Malted
Falcon” to speak to families stationed at Camp Parks military base
in Dublin
For more information, call
Johnson at 931-3405. ■

Also Offering Botox®/Restylane® Treatments

$75 OFF

Botox® Treatment plus
Free Consultation to new clients only
Safe FDA Approved
Botox®/Restylane®
Lunch, Evening & Saturday appts. available
Dr. David Melamed, MD
Dermatologist
925-846-5614

FREE CONSULTATION

New clients only

Pleasanton
374 St. Mary St.
925 846-5614

Unretouched clinical photo
taken while frowning before
and 14 days after treatment
with Botox® Cosmetic

San Ramon
2701 Crow Canyon Blvd.
925 837-6400

Jeb Bing

The Pleasanton Library will
launch its Big Read program this
fall with the theme centered around
popular book Dashiell Hammett’s
“The Maltese Falcon.”
The citywide program aims
to promote literature, according to Programs Librarian Penny
Johnson.
“Our goal is that books will once
again be discussed across all age
groups, ethnicities and education
levels with the same enthusiasm as
popular TV shows or movies,” she
said.
The Big Read is an initiative of
the National Endowment for the
Arts (NEA), which in turn partners
with the Institute of Museum and
Library Services and Arts Midwest.
Pleasanton is one of nearly 200
communities nationwide participating in the program this year.
Congressman Jerry McNerney
(D-Pleasanton) is a sponsor of the
program and announced last week
that the library would be receiving
a federal matching grant to create a
reading and discussion program for
the classic detective novel.
Johnson said the library chose
“The Maltese Falcon” because
“of Pleasanton’s proximity to San
Francisco and the abundance of
opportunities that presented.”
“We plan to have a lot of fun with
this,” Johnson said. “Pleasanton
can’t wait to celebrate the great
American detective novel.”
In addition to McNerney,
other partners of the Big Read
in Pleasanton include: Mayor
Jennifer Hosterman, the Pleasanton
Downtown Association, the
Pleasanton PTA Council, the

An A-fair to remember
A two-story-tall float of an inflatable jockey on a horse moves down
Main Street during last Saturday’s Alameda County Fair parade.
Handlers had to squeeze the giant float under the Pleasanton Arch.
Hundreds turned out for the hour-long parade, marking the opening of
the 95th annual county fair.

REAL ESTATE ADVISOR

Diana Korpi
The Sales Price

The tranquil pond and trickling
waterwheel beg you to check in
and relax with a resfreshment at
your new favorite bed and breakfast
destination.
Welcome to our chalet style home,
with earthy redwood siding, 4500
square feet of luxurious furnishings
and four beautifully appointed guest
rooms; each with its own spotlessly
clean private bath!

MENTION THE
PLEASANTON WEEKLY
AND RECEIVE OUR
$99/ROOM SPECIAL

A New, Upscale Bed and Breakfast
on 6.5 Acres in Nearby Castro Valley

In the morning, awake to the
sounds of birds chirping, squirrels
scampering and coffee brewing as
you ponder your options for a
relaxing day. First enjoy your fresh
homemade breakfast, ready when
you are in the Gold Rush Dining
Room overlooking a forest of bay
trees. Prefer to dine outdoors?
Absolutely. The choice is yours!
Your hosts,
Cindi & Rick Hinds

After your search for a house
and all the negotiations are over,
you arrive at the bottom line-the
sales price. It is not unusual for
there to be disagreements between
the buyer and the seller about what
is included in the sales price.
Careful drafting of the paperwork
can help you avoid future disputes.
The following definitions may
help. Real property consists of
movable possessions, such as
furniture and clothing. A fixture is
defined as an item of personal
property that has become part of
the real property by virtue of
becoming permanently attached,
such as a new sink, a spa, or a
chandelier.
The principal area of dispute
about what is included usually
concerns fixtures. Most preprinted
real estate contracts will provide

space for exclusions.
Whether you are selling or
buying, you should make use of
this space. Do not assume
curtains, satellite discs, antennas
or fire place equipment convey
with the house. You should also
make it very clear what you don't
want left on the property. If you
are specific about every item that
may be questionable, you will
greatly reduce the chances of a
dispute after the closing.
If you or someone you know is
thinking about buying or selling,
contact Diana at ReMax Accord.
Diana is committed to
professional, attentive service to
her clients - always willing to go
the extra mile. When you deserve
the very best, call 925-+830-4764.
www.dianahomes.com
ReMax Accord

FOR RESERVATIONS: 510.537.4926 OR WWW.DEERCROSSINGINN.COM
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Newsfront
Veterans Hall

Tri-Valley has No. 2 worst
congestion in Bay Area

(continued from page 5)

Drive from Interstate 680/580 junction to El Charro ranks second in top 10
by Janet Pelletier

MTC

There is some truth to the complaints many Tri-Valley residents
make about traffic, especially when
they’re idling in their cars along
Interstate 580 around 5 o’clock on
weekdays.
Alameda County Supervisor
Scott Haggerty, with Caltrans
District 4 Director Bijan Sartipi,
recently announced that the TriValley area has the No. 2 worst
congestion in the entire Bay Area.
Garnering first place was the oftgridlocked Interstate 80 from
Hercules to the Bay Bridge Toll
Plaza with an average of 12,230
daily vehicle hours of delay.
According to the Metropolitan
Transportation
Commission,
which gathered the data along with
Caltrans, the afternoon drive from
the Interstate 680/580 junction east
to El Charro Road in Livermore
ranked second place for the second
straight year. Between the hours of
2:50 and 7:30 p.m., that section of
the freeway averaged 6,720 daily
vehicle hours of delay.
No. 3 went to the morning drive
westbound from Flynn Road at the
top of the Altamont Pass to Airway
Boulevard in Livermore. That route
logged an average of 5,320 daily

Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty delivers the news that the TriValley was again No. 2 on the list of worst congested freeways.

vehicle hours of delay.
“The eastbound and westbound
580 commutes have ranked two
and three on the list for several
years in a row,” Haggerty, who is
also vice chair of the MTC, said.
“The good news is that help is
on the way. Voters have spoken
loud and clear—most recently last
November, when they overwhelmingly approved the Proposition
1B transportation infrastructure
bond—that they want relief.
“The first commitments from
that bond money already have
been made, and the funds will

be the Veterans building at 220
people and the senior center at 320
people,” Hofstadt said.
Standard public uses for the hall
are meetings, parties, weddings,
anniversaries, special events and
fundraisers.
Renovations began last August
on the building at 301 Main St. The
building was designed in 1932 by
Henry H. Meyers, a renowned Bay
Area architect. The hall, which celebrates its 75th anniversary this year,
was operated by Alameda County
for 60 years until it was transferred
to city ownership in 1997.
Those looking to book the hall
for special events won’t be the
only people benefiting from the

help pay for improvements not just
on 580 through the Tri-Valley, but
on chronically congested corridors
around the Bay Area.”
Sartipi said that state Proposition
1B funds will pay for new carpool
lanes in both directions of 580,
among other projects.
Transportation officials attribute
the increasingly worse traffic conditions to a rising economy. The
expansion of the regional economy
drove the creation of an estimated
61,000 jobs in 2006, according to
the state Employment Development
Department. ■

reopening. Many veterans groups
meet at the building, including
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
6298, American Legion Post 237
and the VFW Ladies Auxiliary.
Since the renovations began, the
groups relocated to the Regalia
House.
The total cost for the work is $4.5
million. The exterior was redone as
well as the restrooms and lighting. Heating and air conditioning
were added and the building was
strengthened for earthquake safety.
The roof was also repaired using
existing tiles and the facility will be
wheelchair accessible.
Rental rates vary. For more information, call Sue Reed at 931-5340.
Also, the city’s Web site has information about city facilities and
other related information at www.
ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/recreation/facility-rentals.html. ■

What’s your opinion?
Write a Letter to the editor
at Editor@PleasantonWeekly.com or put your opinion
on Town Square at www.PleasantonWeekly.com

R ESIDENTIAL P ACIFIC M ORTGAGE
Helping People Fulﬁll the American Dream
As a combined mortgage broker and banker, Residential Paciﬁc Mortgage delivers dual service value. Regardless of what
type or size of home loan a borrower requires, our experienced Loan Agents can obtain the Right loan at the Right price.

Rich Atkinson
600-2030

Yvonne Herbeck
600-2015

Rick Goss
600-2005

David McPherson Dana Mesarchik
600-2024
600-2004

Pamela Hester
600-2027

David Mladinich Kim Pedersen
600-2008
600-2014

Sandy Hermann
600-2028

Terri Terriquez
600-2025

Diane Koizumi
600-2010

Tom Vinson
600-2012

Joan Leavitt
600-2022

www.rpm-mortgage.com
925.600.2000
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Marion Martini
600-2026

Jeffery Wedderburn Diane Wood
600-2017
600-2011

The right lender to know™
6601 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 100, Pleasanton

#110628

Brad Louden
600-2021

CA Dept. of Real Estate - real estate broker license # 01201643

Branch Manager
Bonnie Halleran
600-2020

Newsfront

Weekly Concerts in the Park Drawing
Bring this entry form
to this week’s concert
for a chance to win
E-MAIL: __________________________ great prizes
NAME: ___________________________

16 scouts earn prestigious honors
14 named eagle scouts, 2 receive gold award
her community and the community’s
need for a place to deposit the many
hundreds of flags which become
worn and faded each year and too
tattered for patriotic display.
Another group of Boy Scouts,
each members of Troop 948, were
honored June 23 at Congregation
Beth Emek.
Mike Arndt’s eagle project was
for Kidango, an early interven-

Donated by members of the Pleasanton Downtown Association.
Must be present to win. Must be 21 years of age to enter.

ent weather conditions. He will be
attending UC Riverside, studying
biochemistry in the fall.
Matt Kwan, who was awarded the Arrow of Light in 1999,
focused his project on constructing
three barn owl shelters. They were
donated to East Bay Regional Parks
to be put up in the Del Valle area, to
provide a home for barn owls and
help reduce rodent populations.

concerts

pleasanton downtown association presents
June 29
Generation Blue
Blues
Sponsored by 1st United
Services Credit Union
July 6
The Bell Brothers
Country rock
Sponsored by
Pleasanton Cultural
Arts Foundation

in the park

lions wayside park
at ﬁrst & neal streets
fridays 7pm to 8:30pm

for more information: www.pleasantondowntown.net (925) 484-2199
Nick Johansen, Mark Warren, Bowman Bagley, Brandon Barkdull and
Spencer Miller were also given the Eagle Award this month.

Tyler Bierbower

After hours of hard work, 16
local scouts completed the leadership and service projects needed to
earn them the scout organizations’
highest honors.
A Boy Scout troop affiliated
with the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints saw five named
eagle scouts. In order to earn the
honor, they had to have a minimum
of 21 merit badges in addition to
the projects.
Nick Johansen arranged for the
donation of computers to schools and
charitable organizations; Brandon
Barkdull worked with his troop and
family to put together 100 72-hour
emergency kits and then donated
them to needy families; Bowman
Bagley’s project was comprised of
building a safety cable rail along
a hillside pathway; Mark Warren,
along with 30 workers, repaired
and refurbished the playground at
Shepherd’s Gate women’s shelter;
and Spencer Miller planned and
conducted a canned foods drive for
Open Heart Kitchen.
Michael Rodriguez, a senior at
Foothill High School, received the
Boy Scout Eagle Award, and his
twin sister, Michelle, received the
Girl Scout Gold Award at a joint
ceremony June 9.
The Eagle Award is earned by
carrying out a community project which utilizes leadership and
organizational skills. The preparatory work required to earn the
Girl Scout Gold Award also consolidates key program elements in
senior girl scouting: career exploration, interest projects, leadership,
service, and a challenge to apply
all the principles and ideas of girl
scouting. Only about one percent
of all Girl Scouts and one percent
of the Boy Scouts receive these
prestigious awards.
Michael, a cub scout and Boy
Scout for 12 years, completed his
eagle project on Jan. 8. He designed,
planned and obtained the materials
and directed the building of three 4
by 5-inch bulletin boards for Hart
Middle School. The boards were
hung for the counseling and physical education departments and the
cafeteria so each area would have
a neat and organized way for the
students to receive information.
Michelle, a Girl Scout of 12
years, completed her gold award
project on Jan. 12. She organized
a flag awareness fair attended by
320 elementary students from
Pleasanton. The students played
games and participated in activities to learn more about the United
States flag, its history and the U.S.
VFW Post 6298 and Daughters of
the American Revolution supported
booths at the event, and students
had the opportunity to make valentines for the veterans in the community.
Fellow Pleasanton Girl Scout
Kathleen Rosell recently unveiled
her gold award project in front of
Livermore City Hall. She chose to
donate a flag retirement drop box
to the city of Livermore. This project was the culmination of Rosell’s
desire to do something patriotic for

Eagle Scouts Mike Arndt, Vijay Kripalani, Matt Kwan, Rishi Kripalani, Kyle
Williamson and Jonathan Portman were honored June 23 at Congregation
Beth Emek.

tion program for developmentally
delayed infants and toddlers. The
agency’s 18 therapists shared one
flimsy rocker balance to help the
children strengthen their sense of
balance, but lacked the funding to
purchase more. Arndt organized
the funding and building of 18
rocker balances, so they could better meet the needs of the patients.
Arndt is currently attending Duke
University and is pursuing a biology major, a minor in sociology
and a global health certificate.
For his eagle project, Rishi
Kripalani built a set of cubbies
for the nursery of the Pleasanton
Presbyterian. The cubbies acted
as both storage space and mobile
walls to make the nursery supervisor’s job more manageable. Mrs.
Maher, the supervisor, was having
trouble with the children running
around, and the cubbies built sectioned off the room to help manage
the traffic flow. Rishi Kripalani is
currently attending Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo, majoring in materials
engineering.
Vijay Kripalani’s eagle project
was to construct a brick walkway
connecting the Livermore Hindu
Temple to the priest house, which
had just been a large dirt field. His
project involved digging out and
leveling the clay, setting forms and
laying the brick pavers. Once constructed, the path looked nice and
allowed for easier access between
buildings, especially during inclem-

Richert Lumber subsidized the supplies needed for the project, and
fellow scouts in Troop 948 helped
with the construction. The boxes
took four days to make, while the
project required over 70 hours to
complete. Kwan is an undeclared
physics major at Bowdoin College
in Maine.
Jonathan Portman’s eagle project
consisted of the design and construction of a more sophisticated,
yet completely secure donation box
setup for the Museum on Main. The
donation box had to incorporate a
large decorative stand for a crafted
acrylic top piece. Donations to the
museum increased dramatically once
the box was in place since the new
case encouraged donations by allowing visitors to see donations given
by previous visitors. Jonathan is currently a biochemistry and molecular
biology major at UC Davis.
Kyle Williamson’s eagle project involved restoring four stations of exercise equipment located
throughout the grounds of Kolb
Park in Dublin. Over the course of a
month, Williamson and a dedicated
group of volunteers stripped down
and refurbished all the wooden
equipment, then set up forms and
established a gravel base for each
set. The venture has helped create
a safer and more accessible area for
exercise. Williamson is currently
majoring in computer science at
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.
—Emily Atwood
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Newsfront

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

Toto Air Bath

Budget
(continued from page 5)

Stress
Eraser.

580
680

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040

C LO S E D S U N D AY S

to developing the Bernal property, found residents giving high
marks to almost every aspect of
life in Pleasanton. In fact, Fairbank,
whose firm has conducted these
kinds of surveys and focus groups
across the country since 1991, said
many of the favorable responses to
questions about life in Pleasanton
were “off the chart.” In all the years
he has been doing these types of
surveys for cities, he’s never seen
higher numbers in terms of satisfaction.
The survey was conducted

between March 15 and March 19
with 400 willingly participating
in the 20-minute phone calls. All
had to be registered voters and
they were randomly selected based
on demographics, including different age groups, housing situations, income levels and marital
status. Fairbank said a surprisingly
small number begged off when told
how long the survey would take;
most agreed to answer the questions when they heard Fairbanks’s
surveyors weren’t selling anything
and were asking about Pleasanton.
The results also were measured
again similar surveys conducted in
1995 and 2001.
In analyzing the city’s new bud-

Summer Safety
for Your Kids

This summer help protect your children and teach them safety. May through August are peak accident and injury
months for children. The most frequent injuries are drowning, falls, and bicycle, car and pedestrian accidents,
according to Safe Kids Worldwide, 2007. We want your whole family to have a fun, safe summer.
Water Safety
• Never leave children unattended around a pool or
water – not even for one minute. Accidents occur fast.
• Flotation devices are not drown-proof.
• Children should always wear a life vest while boating
and near open water.
• Always lock your pool gate. Double-check the gate
after people have been in the pool area.
• Review your pool rules and safety with family, friends
and babysitters.
• Learn CPR. You could save a life.
Sun Safety
• Always use sunscreen and wear protective clothing.
• Make sure youngsters drink enough water.
• Watch for signs of heat exhaustion and heat stroke:
dizziness, nausea, rapid pulse.

Safety tips are brought to you by the Pediatrics Department
at San Ramon Regional Medical Center:
Allen Obrinsky, M.D. Pediatric Department Chair
Jonah Kramer, M.D. Director, Inpatient Pediatric Services
Vicki Lofquist, R.N., CPNP

Prevent Burns
• Watch toddlers closely near barbecues, campfires or
outdoor fireplaces. Burns are common injuries.
• Install screens or some type of barrier where appropriate.
• Metal playground equipment can be hot and cause burns.
Prevent Falls
• Move beds and chairs away from windows. Children
may jump and play, and could fall through open windows.
• Make sure low windows are closed to prevent young
children from falling out.
• Install gates at the top of stairs or decks to prevent falls.
Road Safety
• Always wear helmets and protective gear while biking,
skating or skateboarding.
• Discuss bicycle and road safety with your children.
• Review pedestrian safety with children as well as adolescents.
• Never leave a child alone in a car. Temperatures quickly
reach over 100 degrees.
• Drive cautiously. Children move quickly and may be difficult to
see, especially when backing up. You may not see toddlers
and older children playing behind a car.
• Always put your children in car seats or seat belts.

Pediatric Clinical Nurse Specialist & Nurse Manager

The Pediatric Program at San Ramon Regional Medical Center
has a pediatrician in the hospital 24 hours of every day from
Children’s Hospital & Research Center Oakland.

Page 10 • June 29, 2007 • Pleasanton Weekly

6001 Norris Canyon Road -

925.275.8421

www.sanramonmedctr.com

get, Finance Director Culver projected overall growth in General
Fund revenues for the city of 3.4
percent in the coming fiscal year,
and 4.5 percent in the second.
Property tax revenue is expected to
rise 5.4 percent in fiscal year 200708 and 5.8 percent next year. Hotel
occupancy taxes will remain the
same: up 5 percent both years.
Only sales tax revenue appears
soft, projected to rise 1.6 percent
in the coming fiscal year and 2.5
percent next year.
“We’ve taken a conservative
approach with regard to sales tax
revenue because this current year
has not been all that impressive,”
Culver said. “We simply are not
going gangbusters in FY 2006-07.
There’s a lot of retail competition
out there.”
On the expenditure side, Culver’s
budget calls for the city spending
$91 million in the coming year and
$94.7 million the next.
The budget also provides a rise
in the reserve fund, totaling $20.5
million in the coming fiscal year
and $17.4 million next year. The
decrease is because the council
agreed to move some of the reserves
into the Capital Improvement
Project (CIP) fund for major projects under way.
Culver also will move an additional $2 million to the ongoing $5
million transfer of revenue to the
CIP, and another $3 million next
year.
The city also maintains a 10 percent reserve cushion in the event of
severe changes in the economy.
Culver said his department is
preparing a 10-year forecast that
will coincide with the completion
of the General Plan update early
next year.
“It looks very positive for at least
the next 10 years,” Culver said.
Still, Culver warned of financial
concerns, including the possibility that the state will again “borrow” funds from cities throughout
California, including Pleasanton,
to handle deficit spending in
Sacramento. A new law limits state
take-aways to twice in any 10-year
period, unlike several years ago
when Sacramento borrowed repeatedly from cities. City Manager
Nelson Fialho said the take-aways,
which were never repaid, cost
Pleasanton about $40 million.
Culver said a major concern is the
city’s unfunded health and pension
fund for retired employees. That
liability is now about $100 million
with only $45 million in reserves
to fund it. He said more employees
are reaching retirement age, more
are retiring early and health care
costs, which the city government
pays, keep rising—between 12-1/2
percent this year and another 22
percent in the second year.
“We are in better condition than
most other agencies, but we have
to do better to catch up,” he said.
“The city is in a good position, but
the future is not without significant
challenges,” Culver added. “We’re
seeing only moderate growth in
sales tax because of growing retail
competition. State take-always are
still a threat. And we have to contend with continued increases in
our health and pension fund obligations.” ■

Newsfront
Take Us Along
Lounging
by the
lake
Cousins Tina
and Cody Keller
and their friends
Michelle and
Jonathan French
take time to read
the Weekly during
their houseboat
vacation on Lake
Shasta.

Weekly makes the climb

At the summit of Throng-La in Nepal, Robert
Smith reads the Weekly, apparently unfazed by the 17,830-foot altitude.

St. Louis softball

Running for a cause
After finishing the San Francisco Nike Half Marathon, raising money for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, friends Donna DeVincenzi, Jennifer Lowe and Rose Damlani celebrate by
reading the Weekly.

School tax
(continued from page 5)

that Pleasanton could top some of
those numbers. I’ve never seen 81
percent of voters anywhere in the
world who thought things were
going in the right direction.”
Asked an open ended question
about their top three biggest concerns, voters named traffic and
congestion (52 percent), growth
and development (23 percent), and
affordable housing (15 percent),
with education ranking fourth at 9
percent.
Forty-five percent of those polled
rated the quality of education as

excellent, Evans said. Ideally,
voters said they would support a
tax that would address class size
reduction, vocational education and
upgraded technology.
But are residents ready to pay
more to achieve the Excellence
Committee’s goals? Evans said that
while the perception shows more
money is needed, “it’s not a super
majority.”
In other words, 59 percent who
answered that there was “great to
some need” for more money versus
32 percent who answered there was
“little to no need” doesn’t make a
two-thirds majority the parcel tax
would need to win.
Trustee Jim Ott mentioned an
article that said residents in cities

such as Palo Alto and Moraga pay
upwards of $490 annually, while
Piedmont residents pay an average
of $1,800 a year. Jessica Reynolds
of The Lew Edwards Group
reminded the board that these taxes
have built up over time and did not
start out that high.
Voters’ highest rated education
priorities were not specific, rather it
was a desire for contined improvement that would place Pleasanton
schools among the top in the state.
Trustee Kris Weaver saw this as
an opportunity to educate the community about what it would take.
“I see from this that people don’t
want or have the knowledge to pick
and choose, but they want to be at
the top,” she said at the meeting.

Fortunately, all the members of the Pleasanton Phantom 10 and under traveling
softball team remembered to bring a copy of the Weekly
with them during a trip to St. Louis, Mo. for the ASA Western
Nationals. Here (back row, L-R) coaches Jenny and Mike
Williams and Tom Roush and players (second row) Corinne
Valdix, Johanna Grauer, Molly Phillips, Aubry Wolff, (third
row) Malory Masajlo, Julia Petros, Krista Williams, Kennedy
Poplawski, (front row) Kendall Moore, Victoria Molina, Jana
Johnson and Ashley Lotoszynski read the Weekly by the St.
Louis Arch.

Ott said residents must ask themselves what kind of community
they want to have and then look to
other communities to see what they
are doing.
“Piedmont is a high-ranking district with a high parcel tax,” he
said. “It’s a lot of money, but it
shows that it’s a priority.”
Balancing the priorities, desires
to improve and the cost is what
Reynolds said will be the process
between the district and the community in presenting the possibility
of the parcel tax. The community
seems optimistic, with Reynolds
adding that there was not a huge
gap in the responses from parents
and non-parents or young voters to
the elderly.

With last Tuesday’s meeting
being the last before the summer
break, the district will analyze the
data through the summer. Casey
said if the numbers show a tax less
than $190/year, the district would
stand a chance in getting the tax
approved.
“We’ll be looking at those things
that tested fairly high and seeing
what the actual costs would be,
divided by parcels, and the level
of tax that might require,” said district spokeswoman Myla Grasso.
“Certainly, if it turned out to be
$50 per parcel or $400 per parcel,
it would be a different issue.”
The board is expected to hear the
parcel tax issue at its next meeting
Aug. 21. ■
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WEEKLY MEETING NOTICES
City Council
• The July 3 City Council meeting has been cancelled. The next
City Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 17th

Civic Arts Commission
Monday, July 2, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
• Please visit our website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us to view the
agenda

Human Services Commission
• The Human Services Commission meeting for July has
been cancelled due to the Independence Day holiday.
The next Human Services Commission meeting is
scheduled for August 8th.

Notice of Vacancies on Trails Ad Hoc
Committee
• The Parks and Recreation Commission is seeking two
(2) volunteers to serve as members of the Trails Ad Hoc
Committee. The Committee advises the Commission on
trails and trail-related issues, and generally meets on the
fourth Monday of each month, at 6:30 p.m., in the Council
Conference Room, 200 Old Bernal Avenue (adjacent to the
City Council Chamber).
• These positions will be vacant due to term expirations.
Appointments are three-year terms (October 2007
to September 2010). The Commission is seeking
the following: 1 person to represent non-motorized
transportation interests; 1 person to represent the
community-at-large.
• For additional information about the Committee’s
purpose, or to see its list of priority projects, visit our
website at http://www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/government/
representatives/city-commissions.html#tah.
• If you are interested in serving, please complete an
“Application to Serve on a Commission, Committee or
Board” which can be obtained by visiting the City Clerk’s
Ofﬁce, 123 Main Street, or by visiting our website at http://
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/pdf/newcommapp.pdf.
• Please indicate the position for which you are applying
(non-motorized transportation or community-at-large) on
the application and submit to the City of Pleasanton, City
Clerk’s Ofﬁce, 123 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566.
The deadline to submit applications is Friday, July 13,
2007 at 4:30 p.m. Interviews, if required, will be scheduled
after all applications have been reviewed.
• If you have any questions regarding the application
process or you need additional assistance, please contact
Fan Ventura, Management Analyst at (925) 931-5348 or by
e-mail at fventura@ci.pleasanton.ca.us

Employment Opportunity
Paratransit Drivers (part-time, temporary) – The City of Pleasanton is
currently looking for drivers to transport seniors and disabled persons
around Pleasanton. Drivers must be able to work Tuesdays-Fridays
(10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.) The City is also looking for ﬁll-in drivers. Class B
CDL with endorsements required. CPR and First Aid certiﬁcation
required within 6 months of hire. $14.15 - $17.63 per hour. For more
information, visit http://www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/employment/
opportunities/
Submit City application with DMV pull sheet to: Parks and Community
Services, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, CA 94566, attention: P.
Deaton.

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
AND PUBLIC COMMENT IS WELCOME
The above represents a sampling of upcoming
meeting items. For complete information, please visit
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/calendar
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Community Pulse
Police Bulletin
Two arrested after train-dodging,
high speed chase
Ronald Edward Duncan, a 35-year-old Pleasanton
resident, and Kristal Ann Delong, a 19-year-old
Castro Valley resident, were arrested last Saturday
after leading police on a high speed chase from
downtown to Foothill Road.
Police were called to the Walgreens parking lot
at Santa Rita Road and Valley Avenue after a 911
call saying Duncan allegedly had a gun in a 1999
White Dodge Intrepid driven by Delong. As officers tried to stop the car on Santa Rita Road
approaching Main Street, it sped away and crashed

through the lowered railroad crossing arm, narrowly missing being hit by the train, according to
police.
Other police were able to pick up the chase on
Foothill Road where apparently the suspect exceeded 85 mph. Officers said Duncan and Delong threw
two handguns from the car, a 40 caliber automatic
pistol and a BB pistol, which were later recovered.
The vehicle spun out around Muirwood Drive.
Police said the car and the license plate were
stolen. Duncan, who was also wanted for parole
violations, was charged with allegedly recklessly
evading police, auto theft, possession of burglary
tools, possession of a firearm in a vehicle and
(continued on page 13)

Police Report
The Pleasanton Police Department
made the following information available. Under the law, those charged
with offenses are considered innocent until convicted.
June 15
• Theft:
-2:37 p.m. in the 400 block of
Mavis Drive
• Lost property:
-12:11 a.m. in the 2100 block of
Eilene Drive
-2:14 p.m. in the 5000 block of
Case Avenue
• Alcohol violations:
-8:17 p.m. in the 100 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; public
drunkenness
-10:06 p.m. at the intersection of
Hopyard Road and Coronado
Lane; DUI
June 16
• Burglary:
-12:56 p.m. in the 5500 block of
Springhouse Drive; vehicular
• Drug/alcohol violations:
-1:37 a.m. in the 1800 block of
Harms Drive; drug possession,
marijuana possession, under the
influence of a controlled substance
-2:18 a.m. at the intersection of
Milani Avenue and Stoneridge
Drive; DUI
• Assault:
-1:46 a.m. in the 3000 block of
Hopyard Road
June 17
• Theft:
-2:35 a.m. in the 5100 block of
Hopyard Road; grand theft,
worth over $400
• Battery:
-2:35 a.m. in the 5100 block of
Hopyard Road
• Drug/alcohol violations:
-1:34 a.m. in the 4800 block of
Hopyard Road; under the influence of drugs
-1:43 a.m. in the 5200 block of
Hopyard Road; DUI
-2:22 p.m. at the intersection of
Abbie and First streets; minor
transporting alcohol
June 18
• Theft:
-8:08 a.m. in the 5200 block of
Crestline Way; petty theft, grand

theft worth over $400
-11:34 a.m. in the 7800 block of
Flagstone Drive; grand theft,
petty theft
-2:22 p.m. in the 4400 block of
Stoneridge Drive
-3:28 p.m. in the 5200 block of
Hopyard Road
-5:15 p.m. in the 5500 block of
W. Las Positas Boulevard
• Vehicular burglary:
-7:04 a.m. in the 4900 block of
Forest Hill Drive
-11:30 a.m. in the 1100 block of
Hearst Drive
-1:48 p.m. in the 6100 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
-3:05 p.m. in the 6200 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road
• Threats:
-10:15 a.m. in the 2200 block of
Segundo Court
• Assault:
-3:10 p.m. in the 5100 block of
Genovesio Drive
June 19
• Theft:
-7:31 a.m. in the 4800 block of
Bernal Avenue; grand theft auto
-10:00 a.m. in the 11000 block of
Dublin Canyon Road; petty theft
-11:26 a.m. in the 3200 block of
Bernal Avenue; petty theft
• Vandalism:
-7:37 a.m. in the 4300 block of
Black Avenue; worth over $400
-8:52 a.m. in the 5900 block of
Via De Cielo Road; worth over
$400
-9:23 a.m. in the 7300 block of
Johnson Drive; worth over $400
-11:14 a.m. at the intersection of
Johnson and Owens drives;
worth less than $400
• Assault:
-5:38 p.m. in the 400 block of
Boulder Court
June 20
• Theft:
-7:18 a.m. in the 5300 block of
Case Avenue; identity theft
-9:14 a.m. in the 800 block of
Division Street
-10:30 a.m. in the 11000 block of
Dublin Canyon Road; petty theft
-12:14 p.m. in the 1500 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
-3:04 p.m. in the 5600 block of
Owens Drive; grand theft

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

-6:16 p.m. in the 50 block of West
Angela Street; grand theft
Vandalism:
-1:28 p.m. in the 4400 block of
Black Avenue; worth over $400
Burglary:
-6:59 a.m. in the 3100 block of
Saginaw Court; vehicle break-in
-1:10 p.m. in the 1700 block of
Santa Rita Road
Assault:
-1:10 p.m. in the 1700 block of
Santa Rita Road
Drug/alcohol violations:
-12:09 a.m. at the intersection of
Owens and Hacienda Drives;
DUI
-6:59 a.m. in the 3100 block of
Saginaw Court; public drunkenness
Threats:
-1:10 p.m. in the 1700 block of
Santa Rita Road
Found property:
-5:35 p.m. at the intersection of
Kamp Drive and Mohr Avenue
Lost Property:
-5:34 p.m. in the 4500 block of
Rosewood Drive
Animal incident:
-10:06 p.m. at the intersection of
Vineyard Avenue and Ruby Hill
Boulevard

June 21
• Theft:
-9:15 a.m. in the 5700 block of
Stoneridge Mall Road; petty theft
-10:31 a.m. in the 2300 block of
Santa Rita Road; grand theft
-1:58 p.m. in the 5200 block of
Crestline Way; grand theft
-3:39 p.m. in the 7500 block of
Stoneridge Drive; identity theft
• Burglary:
-9:45 a.m. in the 4500 block of
Pleasanton Avenue
• Forgery:
-3:29 p.m. in the 5900 block of
Gibraltar Drive
-4:02 p.m. in the 2100 block of
Santa Rita Road; forged checks
• Mental health danger:
-8:49 a.m. in the 1500 block of
Kolln Street

Transitions
Obituaries
Robert John Burton

Robert John Burton died June 11 at
the age of 83.
Born in Brush, Colo., he spent
his formative years in Manitou
Springs, Colo. After serving in the
Navy during World War II, he married Florabelle Edwards and graduated from Oklahoma University
with a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering. Robert worked for
Sandia Corporation in Albuquerque
and Livermore until retirement.
He is survived by his wife Flora;
daughter Karen Burton-Lind and
husband Steve Lind; grandsons
Corey and Jason Lind; granddaughter Robin Lee; and grandson Ryan
Lee.
A memorial was held June
23 at Chapel of the Redwoods,
Comptche, Calif.

Agueda Mallari
Enriquez
Agueda Mallari Enriquez died
June 15 in Pleasanton at the age of
78.
Born Feb. 5, 1929 in the
Philippines, Mrs. Enriquez lived
in San Leandro for 12 years before
moving to Pleasanton four months
ago. A high school graduate, she
also worked as a seamstress for 12
years. Her hobbies included cooking and sewing.
She is survived by husband of 54
years, Medardo; parents Guillermo
and Cecilia Mallari; daughters
Ramona Dizon of Pleasanton,
Maria Grande of San Leandro,
Josefina Pantig of Walnut Creek;
son Joselito Enriquez of Pleasanton;
sisters Victoria, Guillermina and
Marcelina; brothers Hermenegildo
and Librado; grandchildren Angela,
Dane, AJ, Diana, Patrick and Ryan;
and great-grandchild Alyssa.
Mrs. Enriquez was preceded in death by her son Crisanto
Enriquez.
A visitation service was scheduled June 17 at Graham-Hitch
Mortuary and a mass scheduled
June 19 at St. Elizabeth Seton
Church. A burial service was
held at St. Michael Cemetery in
Livermore.

Elma Evangeline Groth
Elma Evangeline Groth died
June 19 in Pleasanton at the age of
93.
Mrs. Groth was born Aug. 17,
1913 in Empire, Calif. A resident
of Pleasanton for the past 20 years,
she previously lived in Merced for
35 years. She worked as an admin-

istrative assistant for 40 years.
She is survived by son Edward
Groth of Pleasanton and granddaughter
Kelly
Groth
of
Pleasanton.
Mrs. Groth was preceded in death
by her husband, Edward Groth Sr.,
who died June 10, 2000.
Visitation was scheduled for June
25 at Graham-Hitch Mortuary.

Ralph N. Cline Jr.
Ralph N. Cline Jr. died June 25
at the age of 60.
Mr. Cline was a native of
Pittsburgh, Penn., moving to
Fremont as an adolescent with his
parents Ralph Sr. and Peggy Cline.
Ralph has lived in Pleasanton for a
number of years.
Ralph was a sheet metal fabricator with Nieco Corporation for the
past 24 years. He will be remembered by his family as a dedicated,
loyal son, brother and uncle.
He is survived by his brother Bill; sisters Sandy Swofford,
Nancy Strange, Mary Rose and
Shirley Cline; numerous nieces and
nephews; along with his longtime
companion Arlene Martin.
A graveside internment service
will beheld at 3 p.m. July 7 in
Whispering Pines Cemetery in
Portola, Calif. Services under the
direction of Manni Funeral Home,
Portola.

Police Bulletin
possession of a firearm by a parolee.
Delong was charged with possession
of a firearm in a vehicle and
possession of burglary tools.

police had the authority to gain
forced entry.
Around 7 a.m. the SWAT team
was able to get the man out of the
house. According to the report, the
38-year-old suspect was arrested
for felony threats against peace
officers.

Pleasanton police officer arrested

Antique coins stolen
from Cattelan's

Residents in the Pleasanton
Meadows neighborhood were evacuated out of their homes around 3
a.m. June 14 as a Pleasanton police
officer refused to leave his home
and threatened to use firearms
against police. Pleasanton police
and a SWAT team were called in
for negotiations that lasted nine
hours.
The SWAT team communicated
with 38-year-old Officer Kenneth
Baxter through a closed front door,
even though Lt. Darrin Davis said

The owner of Cattelan's Antique
Furniture Market at 719 Main
Street reported 23 U.S. silver coins
stolen between 5 p.m. June 21 and
noon June 24. The coins date back
from 1878 to 1921 and are worth
about $18,000. The owner told
police that the thief had to have
unlocked the rented display case
with a key from behind the register.
The report also said an employee
recalls speaking with two men on
different days regarding the coins.
The coins are not insured.

(continued from page 12)

You’ve got good taste
Share your dining experiences
Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com and post
your own rating and review of any restaurant!
And…Check out our comprehensive database on
more than 800 local restaurants, including contact
information, hours, directions and maps, professional
and amateur reviews and ratings from across the Web.

SUMMER SPECIAL

$2.00

per ft. off

(Expires 7-02-07)
 Personal Service
 Same Day Estimates

 10 Year Warranty on
Kick Boards and Posts

Fences . Decks . Arbors
Retaining Walls . Repairs

C & J FENCING
Family owned and operated

9 25.355.1380
CA License #868917
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The Sounds of Summe
There’s still time to enjoy the annual Alameda County Fair
Photos by Jay Flachsbarth

There are still 10 days left of fun at the Alameda County Fair.
Families are flocking to catch the racing pigs, view Pleasanton
from atop the ferris wheel, cheer for a favorite horse at the
races, and taste delectable funnel cakes and cotton candy.
There are plenty of events and displays to keep first-time and
repeat fairgoers busy, including tonight’s dance contest. From
4 to 6 p.m. on the outdoor patio, DJs will spin favorite songs
and one lucky crazy dance winner will receive $200. For those
more musically inclined, July 7 is the finals of the big karaoke
competition with kid sign-ups from 5 to 5:30 p.m. and adult
sign-ups from 7 to 7:30 p.m.
Con Funk Shun will take the stage tomorrow night while
the much-anticipated return of the Village People will rock the
amphitheater stage Sunday.
Families can save some money today and July 6 as kids get
in for free all day. July 3 is $2 Tuesday, where adult admission is just $2 and seniors 62 and over get into the fairgrounds
free July 4. Another way to save on fair fare is bringing an
Oakland A’s ticket stub or a Pepsi can to save $2 (not valid on
$2 Tuesdays).
—Emily Atwood

What would a fair be without goat races?

Five-year-old Madelynn Crimi of Pleasanton rides the popular horse carousel
at the county fair.
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Ian Granger, 11, and Chris Hagerty, 12, both of Livermore, use a potato sack to ride down a gigantic slide.

Story

er

Tadpole the Clown and Trina Pangelina of Ripon share a moment together in the children’s area at the fair.
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Opinion
Editorial
Pleasanton skips out on
Staples Ranch threat
The Pleasanton City Council missed an opportunity last week
to decide if Planning Commission Chairwoman Anne Fox is out
of step with the rules governing council-appointed members to its
commission and committees with regard to setting policy for key
municipal measures. Fox, who for more than a year has headed the
commission, second only to the council itself in terms of land use
policy and influence, is also the co-sponsor of the “Open Space, Park
Land, and Green Belt Initiative.” It has a feel-good name but poses
a serious financial and land use threat to Pleasanton that the council failed to address in its review and discussion of complaints by
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman over Fox’s role as the commission chairman. The Green Belt Initiative could result in Pleasanton losing any
chance of developing the 124-acre unincorporated Staples Ranch
site at the southwest corner of I-580 and El Charro Road. The council has already committed to that development in a Memorandum
of Understanding signed with Supervisor Scott Haggerty and other
county officials. It commits to developing Staples with a new auto
mall, a 600-800-unit senior residential and assisted living project,
and to allow the extension of Stoneridge Drive—now barricaded at
the city’s eastern boundary—to El Charro Road and Livermore in
conjunction with other regional transportation improvements. The
Green Belt Initiative, on the other hand, would undo that agreement
if the land was annexed into Pleasanton by restricting any uses of it
to open space, parkland, sports fields and hiking trails.
Although its stated purpose is to “to create a green belt between
Pleasanton and Livermore,” the primary goal of the initiative is to
permanently block the Stoneridge extension. It would take away
Pleasanton’s right to develop the property as the City Council has
planned along with an estimated $5 million in annual municipal tax
revenue that the city is counting on to meet future needs, such as
expanding and rebuilding the public library. But those who live in
the Stoneridge/Mohr-Martin neighborhoods, as Fox and many of her
supporters do, would probably not see green space on Staples even if
their measure wins at the polls. A more likely scenario would have
the land annexed into Livermore instead, which would proceed with
the development plan endorsed by Alameda County with the revenue
stream and housing benefits going to Livermore. After all, Staples
Ranch is designated as surplus land by the county, which wants to sell
it off, not give it away for parks and trails. Mayor Marshall Kamena of
Livermore and his colleagues are already standing in the wings waiting to pounce on the parcel if Pleasanton cancels its MOU agreement.
The site would tie in perfectly with Livermore’s already aggressive
plans for a 180-store outlet mall just across El Charro from Staples
and a major expansion of Livermore Airport nearby.
Livermore has an edge in acquiring Staples if Fox’s initiative
cancels results in Pleasanton, voiding its agreement with Alameda
County. Kamena serves on the board of LAFCO, which decides
annexation bids by cities, along with Haggerty. Chairing that group
is Dublin Mayor Janet Lockhart, who also wants Stoneridge Drive
extended as part of a long-standing regional transportation plan and
would likely support Livermore’s bid. Pleasanton has no representation on LAFCO. Remember, Staples is county land, not Pleasanton’s,
so Fox’s “Greenbelt” initiative, even if approved by voters, would
have no effect until and unless Staples is annexed to Pleasanton.
We’re puzzled as to why the City Council danced around this
issue at last week’s meeting, focusing instead on other concerns.
It’s the talk of the town, the Chamber of Commerce and others have
campaigns under way to urge Pleasanton residents not to sign the
initiative, and yet the council talked instead about how or whether
to discipline a commissioner whose appointment by the mayor was
ratified by the council. The issue was bounced to City Manager
Nelson Fialho for a report back in the fall.
Meanwhile, Fox is forging ahead as chairwoman of the Planning
Commission, voting on major land use issues such as the Oak Grove
housing development and open space project and at the same leading
the citizens’ group that is collecting signatures to qualify the Staples
Ranch initiative for a public vote. For the council to ignore this conflict of interest makes no sense unless a majority of them actually
like what she’s doing. To be silent and then see Staples Ranch go to
Livermore would be a terrible legacy in this council’s history book.

Opinion
Dr. Robert F. Gray, MD, FACS, dual board-certiﬁed plastic surgeon,
answers your questions concerning all types of facial rejuvenation.

Talking Points

Q: Dr. Gray, I have these dark circles under my eyes and nothing I do seems
to work?
A: We have exciting advanced new treatments designed especially for pufﬁness and
bags under the eyes that I am certain you will really like!!

by Gina Channell-Allen

Why did they do that?
New column addresses reader questions
Newsflash! We are living in an
ever-changing, evolving media climate. How we get our news, when
we get our news and who provides
our news has morphed into something completely different from
what we knew five years ago.
“News consumers,” which used
to be called readers, and “news
gatherers,” which used to be called
staffers, are finding this new information era somewhat confusing,
sometimes frustrating and always
challenging. These challenges,
coupled with a few issues raised
recently, led to the creation of this
column; its purpose is to answer
questions Pleasanton residents have
about their newspaper and how it
operates.
Have you ever wondered why
the editors choose to cover one
event but not another? Or why you
never saw a report on the incident
down the street, the one with all
the police cars and people in handcuffs?
Last week, the Pleasanton
Weekly’s policy on identifying
writers of Letters to the Editor
was challenged during a City
Council meeting. Anne Fox, chairwoman of the Pleasanton Planning
Commission, submitted a letter to
the editor and our editorial staff
included her title when it was published. This is a standard policy.
We would do the same if the super-

intendent of schools, chamber president or mayor wrote a letter to
the editor. Individuals, especially
those in public positions, cannot
expect detachment from their titles
by simply omitting them.
As journalists, we are committed
to seeking the truth and reporting
it as fully as possible. Just as we
are obligated to correct an error
or omission on our part, we are
obligated to withhold, correct or
note errors or omissions on the part
of letter writers if we are aware of
them. We would not publish something we knew was not factual.
Omitting the fact that the writer of
that particular letter to the editor
was in fact the chairperson of the
planning commission would have
been a known error of omission.
I welcome your comments and
questions about the Pleasanton
Weekly, its Web site, the coverage
and how the newspaper operates,
and will tackle these and other
issues weekly.
Gina Channell-Allen,
a 20-year journalism veteran, is
the president of the East Bay
division of Embarcadero
Publishing Company, president
of the Pleasanton Weekly and
publisher of the Danville Weekly.
Send questions to
gallen@pleasantonweekly.com.

Robert F. Gray, MD, FACS

Q: Dr. Gray, The weather is getting so nice I am starting to wear shorts and tank
tops. I am sick of shaving. What can you tell me about laser hair removal?
A: At MD Spa we have the #1 rated laser for hair removal. It is FDA
approved for all skin types and works great. Say good-bye to shaving.

Receive medically supervised therapies
including BOTOX®, Restylane®,
RadiesseTM, IPLTM Photofacial
and Thermage®. Meet with Dr. Gray
to discuss cosmetic surgery. Trust your
face and body only to a true specialist.

$75 OFF
BOTOX®, Restylane®
or Juvederm
New clients only.
Mention this ad. PLW

$1000 VALUE

Exp. 7-31-07

Receive 2 FREE
IPL Photofacials
with purchase of 3.
New clients only.
Mention this ad. PLW
Exp. 7-31-07

Enjoy relaxing facials and massages.
Indulge in enhancing body treatments.
Lunchtime, Evening & Weekend Appointments
Financing & Gift Certiﬁcates Available

531 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton

925.846.2772
www.mdlaserspa.com

The independence you want, the assistance you need.

Letters
Overcrowding an issue
for high schools
Dear Editor,
For many years I was a strong
supporter of the “bubble enrollment theory.” Today I believe this
path the Pleasanton Unified School
District (PUSD) has chosen for the
high schools has jeopardized students right to a positive experience.
As a parent whose son graduated
from a bubble enrollment class,
the large school experience for
him was a failure. The repeated
failures of the district to recognize
the needs of students and staff have
reached a critical state.
Research by the State of
California
Department
of
Education is clear. Critical factors
of overcrowding produce higher
stress levels in students and staff.
Interpersonal relationships suffer. Bullying and theft is more

frequent. An attitude of apathy
and low self esteem frequently
occurs in students who attend
large schools.
The PUSD Excellence Report
in its entirety speaks clearly to the
needs of our overcrowded high
schools. The PUSD Excellence
Report included the following recommendations: Class size reduction in academic classrooms to
25-28 students across the district;
Hire an onsite manager or VP at
the high schools; Counselors work
with students at a 350:1 ratio.
Solutions to the overcrowding
do not lie in building more walls
around students or with a price tag
of $51 million. Pleasanton students
deserve quality not quantity for their
high school experience.
Paula Plunk
Pleasanton

When living alone
became too difﬁcult,
I knew I needed a
change. As much as I
love my children, moving in with them simply
wasn’t an option for
me. I like the privacy
of my own apartment.
I’ve been independent
all my life, and I plan
to stay that way.

(continued on page 18)

I

ndependence is all about choice. In how you grow your
mind…In how you relax your body…In how you nurture your spirit. The Parkview is all about choice. Because
you’re old enough to do whatever you choose.
The Parkview features apartments with kitchenettes
and private bathrooms with walk-in showers. Separate
memory care accommodations are on-site for those with
Alzheimer’s disease or other memory impairment.
Call today for more information or to schedule a tour.

T HE PARKVIEW
ASSIS T E D L I V I N G I N P L E A S A N T O N

Code of ethics

The Pleasanton Weekly seeks to adhere to the highest level
of ethical standards in journalism, including the Code of Ethics adopted Sept. 21,
1996, by the Society of Professional Journalists. To review the text of the Code,
please visit our web site at www.PleasantonWeekly.com

License # 015601283

100 Valley Avenue (formerly junipero st.) | Pleasanton
925-461-3042
www.eskaton.org managed by Eskaton
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Opinion
Letters
(continued from page 17)

Norman not alone
in war outrage
Dear Editor,
In response to Mr. Norman’s
letter (“Pleasanton under a ‘cloud
of silence’ in supporting troops,”
Letters to the Editor, May 4), I
agree wholeheartedly and wonder
also. Unfortunately, I think many in
Pleasanton suffer from the notion
that the war has nothing to do with
them since we’re “fighting them
over there so we don’t have to
fight them over here.” Perhaps it is
outrage fatigue? Perhaps it’s a lack
of awareness about the facts of our
occupation of Iraq. They may not
know that many of the reasons we
are over there were falsified and
cherry-picked by the administration.
Perhaps they’ve not heard of
PNAC or the Downing Street
Memos? Perhaps they do not know
that there were never WMDs; nor
did Iraq have anything to do with
9/11? Perhaps they’re unaware of
the billions of dollars in no-bid
contracts granted to Halliburton
and it’s subsidiaries to support this
war, while still our troops go without necessities? Perhaps they’re
unaware of the billions of dollars
spent on this war while citizens of
our country suffer and our democracy is in crisis? Perhaps they watch
Fox News and so they cannot pos-

sibly know? Perhaps they believe
that the almost 3,400 dead soldiers,
tens of thousands of people disabled for life, and 655,000 plus
Iraqi civilians killed are justified in
this horrible occupation? Perhaps
they really believe the propaganda
being “catapulted” by this administration?
Sadly, those who are not paying attention will never ask any of
these questions. Mr. Norman, I just
wanted you to know you are not the
only one outraged in Pleasanton.
Janna Collins
Pleasanton

Maybe Dr. Strangelove
had it right
Dear Editor,
Stanley Kubrick’s character
Colonel Jack D. Ripper only drank
rainwater because fluoridation was
a communist plot. His paranoia and
authority under Plan R sent Major
Kong on his wild ride. That was
the time of the Cold War and MAD
(Mutually Assured Destruction)
with the Russians was America’s
biggest fear. Since the Soviet
Union’s collapse, the experts have
warned us that the “end of days”
is now near due to overpopulation,
acid rain, ozone depletion, Alar,
electromagnetic fields, NutraSweet,
Y2K, food irradiation and now the
latest dire prediction, global warming. Oscar winner Al Gore tells us
in “An Inconvenient Truth” that
crops will be destroyed, Category
5 hurricanes will be commonplace

and sea levels will rise 20 feet,
hence The Doomsday Clock was
moved two minutes closer to midnight.
Maybe Dr. Strangelove had it
right. He proposed that we could
live underground for over a hundred
years in mine shafts. Of course,
only the smartest and strongest
of us would be chosen and there
would be a ratio of say 10 women
to one man. The women would be
young, attractive and fertile and the
men would have to offer their prodigious service. Personally, I find this
a much more satisfying alternative
than changing to fluorescent bulbs,
only using one sheet of toilet paper
per visit, driving a Prius or becoming a Carbon Neutral Metrosexual.
I’m now convinced that the answer
to global warming lies with the
Military Industrial Complex. As
General Buck Turgidson proclaimed, “Mr. President, we must
not allow a mine shaft gap!”
Judy J.L. Emmons
Pleasanton

Trail access not up
to advertised standards

Cleanse & Refresh

Dear Editor,
This letter is regarding the
equine/hiking trail above the golf
course on Westbridge, off of Alisal
Street and Happy Valley Road.
I walk with my dog along these
roads and I consider the swiftly
moving traffic to be very dangerous. I also have taken my horse
up to the trail. It would be great to
trailer up, however, there is no way
that a trailer could use that access
road, neither to park and rise nor to
even drop horses off and seek parking elsewhere. There is not even
room for hikers to park at the trail
entrance.
For this reason, I have ridden
to the trail, which entails walking
on the road and being passed by
cars going well above the speed
limit. These cars are a danger to
both driver and rider, as there is
no safe path on which the horse
can travel. I have watched these
cars fly up on me without slowing down, then cross the double
yellow line to get around me and
continue up on Westbridge without pause.
The equine/hiking path above the
golf course is very well advertised
to the public, but is almost inaccessible to most people. I think it is a
shame, because the trail could, and
should, be a jewel for the city. With
a place to park, a trailer turnaround
area and a path along the side of the
road for local riders and/or hikers,
the trail could live up to its advertised expectations.
Laura Linfoot
Pleasanton

Heated Warm Water

Carbon dioxide in,
oxygen out

SMOG INSPECTION
with
cial
Spe
(
$35 + $8.25 CERT. coupon )
EPPS TEST ONLY SMOG

925-462-1097
No Appointments Necessary!
183-B Wyoming St., Pleasanton • Mon-Sat 9-5
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T O T O Wa s h l e t
High Tech Hygiene

Heated Seat
Install on Your Toilet
580
680

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East
C LO S E D S U N D AY S
LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040
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Dear Editor,
I want to inform the Weekly
about an error in last week’s issue
(“Artificial grass growing in popularity,” Home & Garden, June
15). On the pros and cons of fake
grass article, the author said that
a pro was the fake grass didn’t use
any oxygen. As any fourth grader
can tell you, grass makes oxygen

and takes carbon dioxide out of
the air.
Thanks and keep up the good
work!
Bill Stephens
Pleasanton

Recycling shouldn’t
be so difficult
Dear Editor,
The recycling center on the corner of W. Las Positas Boulevard
and Hopyard Road is always full,
broken or too crowded, and you
must wait while people bring in
car loads. Recycling is good for
our planet; three different trips to
attempt to recycle is not!
Cathie Feiler
Pleasanton

Living in Pleasanton is
an unattainable dream
Dear Editor,
I was in the middle of packing
and I was looking for another piece
of newspaper to wrap a fragile
treasure, when I came across the
Pleasanton Weekly. As I opened it,
my eyes scanned the Opinion section. I read the editorial “We like
living here, and here’s why” and
a painful feeling hit the pit of my
stomach.
My family and I loved living
here, but we cannot afford to stay.
Both my husband and I are professionals, I am in the healthcare
field and our incomes would suffice almost anywhere else but our
dreams of owning a home here are
a fantasy. We have always been
homeowners until we arrived here.
My dreams were quickly extinguished upon arrival.
We tried to keep our hopes
up because my children loved
it here. They had great schools,
made friends and were involved
in many community activities. But
we decided to return to our home
state and began the painful process
of ripping the roots out that we had
lovingly planted.
Pleasanton is a great place, but
how many other families have been
in our place? They are grateful to
find a wonderful place but realize
that with the median home price
of $800,000, it is an unattainable
dream.
By the time this is published,
we will be on our way to a place
where dreams are possible. Maybe
this letter can make a difference
and more affordable homes can be
available so other families do not
have to leave.
Elena M. Ortiz
Pleasanton

State leaders could
tackle immigration
problems
Dear Editor,
I am concerned with the current
wrangling over our nation’s immigration situation.
I would request that either
the president or a congressional committee convene a meeting
with the governors of the border states—Texas, New Mexico,
Arizona, and California; and ask
these governors for their recommendations as to resolving the
irritating dilemma.
I recommend governors, since
they not only have been dealing
with this problem for many years,
but they head a large state organization and represent a large population of voters. They are involved
daily with our illegal immigration.
Perhaps their education and
expertise on this problem can be of
benefit to us all.
Howard Seebach
Pleasanton

Retired teachers’ Social
Security is unfair
Dear Editor,
Please add my voice to those
who point out the “unfairness” of
the Social Security laws for retired
California teachers.
Before receiving my teaching
credential, I worked in the private
sector for years and qualified for
Social Security. Imagine my surprise when I retired from teaching
and learned that I would get only
a fraction of my Social Security
benefits and would be unable to
collect spousal benefits if my husband were to die.
Since the Social Security system is a federal program, the rules
should be the same for all states,
but California is one of 15 states
that have different laws. How
can we expect mathematicians
or scientists to choose teaching
as a second career if their Social
Security benefits are reduced by
more than half when they retire
from teaching?
These laws are called the
Government Pension Offset (GPO)
and the Windfall Elimination
Provision (WEP). As any third
grader would say, “it’s not fair,”
and it isn’t! Please ask your senators and representatives to vote
for Senate Bill 206 (Feinstein)
and HR 82 (Berman & McKeon).
Cathe Norman
Pleasanton

Your Turn
The Pleasanton Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or
issues of local interest.
Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words and guest opinion pieces
up to 500 words with a short bio to editor@PleasantonWeekly.com.
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach
you. We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable
content, libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Pleasanton Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing
Company to also publish it online, including in our online archives and as
a post on Town Square.
For more information contact Editor Jeb Bing at (925) 600-0840.

Sports

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

Fountains

Striving for greatness
Amador Valley student overcomes obstacles, now Junior Olympic-bound
by Tyler Bierbower

K

atie Gellerman is far from your average 17year-old high school junior.
She will be heading to Minnesota next Thursday
to compete in the Junior Olympics for womens volleyball. Katie has been a member of the Amador Valley
High School volleyball team for the past three years,
and was selected to the all-league team each consecutive year. Last season she served as a co-captain of the
Dons, along with fellow teammates Janelle Larson and
Sophia Dunsworth.
Katie has also been a member of a private volleyball
team called the NorCal Volleyball Club for the past
four years. She was recently awarded the “All-Star”
award by the NorCal team, which is based upon an
athlete’s attitude, skill level, and commitment to their
team, and was also placed on the “All NorCal Team.”
The club team has been traveling to tournaments
the entire year to places such as Reno, Las Vegas,
Spokane, and many other areas within California.
After a long, hard-fought season, the NorCal 17
Black squad finished second in their Los Angeles
qualifier. The second place finish was good enough
to win them a bid to the 2007 USA Junior Volleyball
Championships in Minneapolis, Minn., which will
take place July 5-8. There will be about 80 teams
from across the United States and Puerto Rico competing for medals. In the NorCal Volleyball Club’s first
bracket they will face teams from Nebraska, Texas,
Wisconsin, Illinois, and even a team from La Verne,
Ca.
Katie and 11 others will be representing the Bay
Area, including four of whom are from Pleasanton.
Christi Payne, Betsy Sedlak, and Alaynah Seidler from
Foothill High, and Katie’s fellow co-captain Janelle
Larson will join her.
When Katie realized she would compete in the
Junior Olympics she said her first thought to herself
was, “Wow, I can call myself a Junior Olympian!”
Yet all this success did not come easy. At the
beginning of last year Katie was diagnosed with
chronic gastrointestonal disease that prevented her
from attending the first week of tryouts. Most adolescent athletes would have thrown in the towel and just
concentrated on their well-being, but Katie strived for
greatness. She fought hard using prayer, medication
and her coach’s guidance to help her fight through the
disease.
Katie said she repeatedly told herself “It’s going to
take something greater than this disease to stop me
from achieving my goals and dreams.”
Despite her setbacks and obstacles, Katie prevailed.
Amador Valley High School womens volleyball
coach Rich Cortez said he has had fun coaching Katie
through the years.

580
680

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

RICHERT LUMBER COMPANY

C LO S E D S U N D AY S

5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040
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cial
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(
$35 + $8.25 CERT. coupon )
Harry’s Auto Repair
Test and Repair

925-462-3237
No Appointments Necessary!
183-A Wyoming St., Pleasanton • Mon-Sat 9-5

“It’s exciting to be in the gym with her because
you know she’s going to do everything she can physically to make a play or make her team better,” Cortez
said.
Katie will graduate next year with the class of
2008 from Amador Valley and, although high school
graduation is a special occasion for everyone, it is
especially extraordinary for Katie and her family. The
Gellerman-Hansen legacy is quite unique. Katie will
become the fourth generation in her family to graduate
from Amador Valley High School. The legacy began
with her great-grandfather George Hansen, who was
one of the eight students in Amador’s first graduating
class of 1923.
“It’s really cool, and it just gives me that much more
school spirit,” she said.
She hopes to attend college on a volleyball scholarship, preferably somewhere on the East Coast. She
plans to utilize the leadership skills she’s learned from
volleyball throughout her life’s future endeavors such
as her studies, athletics and her current career interest
of library science. ■

Sports Digest
Play lacrosse
this summer
The Pleasanton Lacrosse Club Summer Program
is open for registration. Programs are available for
all boys entering grades 1-12. No experience is
required, but full equipment is necessary for all participants. The program begins on July 9 and runs for
six weeks.
Boys’ grades 1-8 program includes one clinic-style
practice per week, and pickup games on Saturday
mornings. Boys’ grades 9-12 play pick-up games
only, on Thursday evenings. Registration costs $50
per player.
All games and practices take place at Thomas Hart

Middle School in Pleasanton. To register and/or
obtain more information on the program see the
website at www.pleasantonlacrosse.com or contact
Bryon Hay at 998-5550 or byron.hay@comcast.net
—Byron Hay

Wrestling camp open
for registration
Summer Wrestling Camp is currently open for registration, and will take place Monday through Friday,
July 16-20. The camp is for both boys and girls,
(continued on page 20)
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N.E.A.T Award
Neighborhood Environment Attractiveness Team
A Touch of Health Day Spa 2nd quarter recipient of the Pleasanton Downtown
Association NEAT Award
Located at 377 St. Mary Street, Owner Veronica Horton has made extensive improvements to the exterior of their building and the surrounding landscaping; creating a
beautiful Oasis where you can relax and be pampered. A Touch of Health Day Spa is a
welcome addition to the downtown.
A Touch of Health has been bringing Pleasanton the
very best in custom skin and body treatments since
1988. Indulge in one of our Skin Care Treatments or
Calm and soothe your senses with one our Massage and
Body Treatments. Our unique Spa Experience will leave
you feeling luxurious, rejuvenated and beautiful
The “NEAT” Neighborhood Environment Attractiveness Team award is designed to highlight a particular downtown
building or property that has been improved or that is considered unique in design, architecture or style.

Join the Pleasanton Downtown Association
on Thursday, July 19 for our 7th Annual Summer

Sports digest
(continued from page 19)

and will offer three separate sessions for the different age groups.
Harvest Park Middle School wrestling coach Dale Hazen will be
hosting the camp. No experience is
needed. Session one is for grades 35 and will be held from 3 to 4 p.m.
with a fee of $50 for Pleasanton
residents and $55 for non-residents. Session two is for grades 56 and will be held from 4 to 6 p.m.
Session three is for grades 6-9 and
will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. The
fees for both session two and three
are $70 for Pleasanton residents
and $77 for non-residents. All sessions will be held in the Harvest
Park Middle School multi-purpose
room. Grades are based as of
Fall 2007. Registration forms are
avaliable at the Pleasanton Tennis
Complex, 5801 Valley Ave. in
Pleasanton. For more information,
call 931-3447.
—Ian Anderson

Ruby Hill Killer Whales
prevail

6 pm-9 pm

TICKETS:

$25 In Advance
Available Now
(through July 18)

sold at:
Clover Creek
670 Main Street

Pleasanton
Downtown Association
830-A Main Street

Studio 7 Fine Arts
400 Main Street

The Rose Hotel
807 Main Street

$30 at Event
if not sold out

GET
S TA R T E D
HERE:
Under the Arch
in front of the
Museum on Main Street.
Redeem or purchase your
tickets (if available) and
pick up your wine glass
and event map between
5:45-7:30pm
Glasses and event
maps must be picked up
by 7:30pm

Price includes wine
glass, event map
and tastings
Not responsible for lost,
misplaced or stolen tickets
Rain or shine.
No Refunds.

Over 25 members of the Livermore Valley Winegrowers
Association will showcase their wines in over 35 Downtown
Pleasanton shops and businesses. Hors d’ouevres and
alternative beverages will also be available.
Participating Businesses
A Touch Of Health
About Face
Acc’sentials
Aldrin Adamos, DDS
Alexander’s Main Street Gallery
All About Me
Aloha Island
Apparel & Co.
Bibiane Bakery
Cazinha Portrait Design
Clover Creek
Day Art Studio
Gallery M
Gift Baskets of Pleasanton
Gourmet Works
Gregory Frame Shoppe
It's Only Natural
Jewelers Gallery
Lily Ann’s Lingerie
MD Spa
Pans On Fire
Salon Vivace
Savvy Seconds
Serenity Stoneworks
Sincerely Yours Cards & Gifts
Studio 7 Fine Arts
Sugar Shack
The Berry Patch
The Nail Gallery
The Treehouse
Three Dog Bakery
Towne Center Books
Valley Plumbing
World School Of Massage
Worthington Gallery West

Featured Wineries
. . . .Little Valley Winery
. . . .Tamas Estates
. . . .Wood Family Vineyards
. . . .Elliston Vineyard
. . . .Concannon Vineyard
. . . .White Crane Winery
. . . .The Steven Kent Winery
. . . .Retzlaff Vineyards
. . . .El Sol Vineyard
. . . .Les Chenes Estate Vineyards
. . . .Rodrigue Molyneaux
. . . .Tenuta Vineyards
. . . .Murietta’s Well
. . . .Bent Creek Winery
. . . .Hidden Creek Winery
. . . .Livermore Valley Cellars
. . . .Fenestra Winery
. . . .Rodrigue Molyneaux
. . . .Little Valley Winery
. . . .Bodegas Aguirre Winery
. . . .John Christopher Cellars
. . . .Big White House
. . . .Charles R Vineyards
. . . .Wente Vineyards
. . . .Eckert Estate Winery
. . . .Crooked Vine Winery
. . . .Tenuta Vineyards
. . . .Palomares Vineyards
. . . .Bent Creek Winery
. . . .Boa Ventura De Caires Winery
. . . .Livermore Valley Cellars
. . . .Fenestra Winery
. . . .White Crane Winery
. . . .Westover Winery
. . . .The Singing Winemaker

Alternative Beverages & Hors d’oeuvres locations
Noland’s Cake Shop, Oasis Grille & Wine Lounge,
Stork’s Nest, Washington Mutual Bank (Wamu)
Event sponsored by

For more information visit: www.pleasantondowntown.net or contact Nickie Hoppe
at events@pleasantondowntown.net or PDA at (925) 484-2199
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The Ruby Hill Killer Whales
swim team just beat the Pleasanton
Meadows Sharks by a score of
491-461. It was an extremely close
competition, and several swimmers
posted excellent individual times.
Blake Tucker (free, back), Emily
Tincher (fly, breast), Nicholas
Tucker (fly, IM), and Drake
Southern (fly, breast) all posted

two first place finishes.
In addition to the double winners, the Sharks also got first place
finishes from Perry Cheney (free),
Luke Pinney (fly), Meghan Pickett
(breast), Joey Geasa (breast), Aldin
Dallos (breast), Joey Silva (IM),
Kevin Driver (IM), Shari Nishijima
(back), Kailyn Coleman (back),
Colin Burke (back), and Parker
Brown (back).

PALL Yankees finish
13-11 despite difficult
schedule
The Pleasanton American Little
League Junior 80 Yankees defeated the San Ramon Bandits in a
quarterfinal victory of 7-2. The
game took place in the District 57
Tournament of Champions play.
Pitcher Blake Shultz was the talk of
the game, allowing only two runs
while hitting 2 for 3. Shultz also
allowed just three hits, and struck
out eight players in his six inning
start. The 7-2 victory was enough
to send the Yankees to the semifinals to play the Los Altos Little
League Giants. After the Yankees’
Jason Silva hit a clutch single in the
third inning the Giants jumped out
to a 3-2 lead. After the Giants big
fourth inning, the Yankees could
not recuperate from the 5-3 deficit.
The Yankees ended up losing in
the semi-finals of the tournament to
the Giants 7-4. Although they lost
the Junior 80 Yankees finished the
season 13-11, despite having one of
the more difficult schedules in the
league.

Check out

Town
Square
An online forum to
Discuss Community
Issues
Ask for advice
Rate a movie
Review a restaurant
and more

Calendar
Weekend Preview

‘Ratatouille’ feeds food bank
Those attending screenings of the new Pixar movie “Ratatouille” tomorrow at Regal Hacienda Crossings 20, 5000 Dublin Blvd., Dublin, will
receive gifts for bringing canned goods to be donated to the Alameda
County Food Bank. With two cans, patrons will receive a pack of
“Ratatouille” trading cards and with eight cans, a T-shirt. The event lasts
from noon to 4 p.m. while supplies last. Regal Cinemas Jack London
Square in Oakland and Regal Cinemas Berkeley will also take part in
the event from 1 to 5 p.m.

Book Clubs
Detective Club Summer Reading
Program Join the Detective Club
Summer Reading Program at Towne
Center Books, 555 Main St. Clues and
activities happen in the store weekly.
Induction begins June 15. Read each
week and come in and share what
you’ve been reading. For ages 5 to
95. A party for participants will be held
at 2 p.m. Aug. 5.
Great Books of Pleasanton The
Great Books of Pleasanton book club
meets at 7:30 p.m. the fourth Monday
monthly at Towne Center Books, 555
Main St. Call Sadie at 846-1658.

Civic Meetings
City Council The Pleasanton City
Council meets at 7 p.m. on the first
and third Tuesdays at City Council
Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.
Housing Commission The
Pleasanton Housing Commission
meets at 7 p.m. on the third Thursday
of the month at City Council Chamber,
200 Old Bernal Ave.
Human Services Commission The
Human Services Commission meets
at 7 p.m. on the first Wednesday of
the month at City Council Chamber,
200 Old Bernal Ave.
Parks & Recreation Commission
The Pleasanton Parks & Recreation
Commission meets at 7 p.m. on the
second Thursday of the month at City
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Ave.
Planning Commission The Planning
Commission meets at 7 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesday of the
month at the City Council Chamber,
200 Old Bernal Ave.
School Board The Pleasanton Unified
School District Board meets at 7 p.m.
on the second and fourth Tuesday
monthly in the district office board
room, 4665 Bernal Ave.
Youth Commission The Pleasanton
Youth Commission meets 7 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of the month
at Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353
Sunol Blvd.

Class
Reunions
Amador Class of 1977 Reunion
Looking for AVHS 1977 alumni! It is
time for the 30-year reunion for the
class of 1977, and we are looking for
alumni contact information. Please
contact Rob Cook, at robcook@
mcdermottcosta.com or (510) 5998525, so we can send you details.
Save the dates of Sept. 14 (mixer) and
15 (dinner/dancing).

Classes
Construction Financing Seminar A
seminar on construction financing will
be presented from 6:30 to 8 p.m. July
18 at Las Positas College, 3033
Collier Canyon Road, Livermore. The
class will cover financing methods for
new build, remodel or reconstruction.
The cost is $19. To register visit www.
laspositascollege.edu/communityed.
Call 449-1275.

Clubs
Amador Valley Quilters Lemonade
Social Bring lunch and join us at
12:30 prior to the meeting July 14
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Pleasanton
Middle School, 5001 Case Ave.
Lemonade and cookies will be served,
and we will hold an Americana Quiz.
Our guest speaker will be noted
author and teacher Nora McMeeking,
who will also hold a workshop the following day. Visit www.amadorvalleyquilters.org.
Boutique Textile Art Create home
accessories, wearable art or soft
sculpture. Learn how to piece, applique and embroider ideas into art from
10 a.m. to noon every Tuesday at the
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol
Blvd. Class is free. Bring fabric scraps,
a yard of unbleached muslin, sharp
scissors and dressmaker pins.
Everything Poetry This poetry workgroup meets from 9 to 11 a.m. the
first Saturday of the month to critique
poetry and the third Saturday for a
workshop pertaining to an aspect of

poetry business at Towne Center
Books, 555 Main St. Bring 10 copies
of a poem.
Good News Bears Be a part of providing comfort to children and adults
by giving stuffed animals. Good News
Bears meets from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at
the Livermore Police Station, 1110 S.
Livermore Ave. Join us on the third
Thursday of the month to see how
you can provide “stuffed love” in our
community. Club dues are $30 per
year. Contact Jeanie Haigh at jhaigh@
webbearings.com or 373-7982.
NARFE The Livermore Chapter 0397
of the National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association meets
at 12:30 p.m. the second Thursday
monthly at Emil Villa’s Restaurant at
the corner of Pacific and S. Livermore
avenues in Livermore. Call 484-0813
or 846-7167.
New Tri-Valley Homebrewing Club
Want to meet other brewers and
advance your brewing techniques?
Mad Zymurgists of the Tri-Valley meets
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. the second
Thursday of each month. We welcome
brewers of all levels of expertise, and
have sponsorship from Hoptech in
Dublin. See www.madzymurgists.org
for more info and location of the next
meeting.
Twin Valley Mothers of Twins
Meeting Join us for our monthly Twin
Valley Mother of Twins meeting, from
7:30 to 9 p.m. the second Tuesday of
the month at John Knox Presbyterian
Church, 7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin.
Membership is a mix of residents in
and surrounding San Ramon/Dublin/
Pleasanton. Our goal is to provide
support, information and friendship to
Mothers of Multiples. Roundtable
question and answer time is at 6:30
p.m.; dads are encouraged to attend
the roundtable. Call DeAnna at 9480004 or visit www.tvmotc.com.
Women’s Stock Investment Club
Women’s Stock Investment club
meets at 7 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of every month in
Livermore. The club follows Better
Investing principles for studying stocks
and investing for the long term while
having fun. For details, call Eleanor at
846-6911 or Barbara at 484-1319.

Events
7th Annual Downtown Summer
Wine Stroll The Wine Stroll will be
held from 6 to 9 p.m. July 19. Over 25
members of the Livermore Valley
Winegrowers Association will showcase their wines at up to 35 locations.
Only 1,000 tickets are available for $25
per person and will be sold in advance
June 18 to July 18. Call 484-2199 or
visit www.pleasantondowntown.net.
Art Collecting 101 Learn to display
and light art and collectibles with style
and flair from 3 to 4 p.m. June 30 at
Worthington Gallery West, 739 Main
St. RSVP by calling 485-1183 or
emailing wgallerywest@sbcglobal.net.
Local Fourth of July Celebration
Pleasanton volunteers plan the ninth
local Fourth of July celebration from 1 to
2:30 p.m. at Lion’s Wayside Park, at the
corner of First and Neal streets. This
year’s theme is “Jefferson: A vision for
America.” Guests are encouraged to
bring a picnic blankets or lawn chairs,
and wear red, white and blue. The Lion’s
Club will offer “A Dog & a Drink for a
Dollar” and will also give away hand-held
American flags to the first 500 guests.
Wiggle Waggle Dog Wash Valley
Humane Society’s Wiggle Waggle Dog
Wash will be held from 12 to 4 p.m.
June 30. The public is invited to bring
their dogs for a wash. Proceeds benefit the Society. Call 426-8656 or visit
www.valleyhumane.org.

Exhibits
Art Under The Oaks More than 35
Bay Area artists will display paintings,
prints, pottery, jewelry, baskets, woodwork, fiber arts, photography and porcelain painting at the 21st Annual Art
Under the Oaks from 11 a.m. to 4 p.
m. July 14 and 15 at beautiful Alden
Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane,
Livermore. Call Gail at 846-8960 or
visit www.livermoreartassociation.com.
Local Yet Global Worthington Gallery
West, 739J Main St., presents the
second annual Locals Only group art
show through August 4. The artist’s
reception is from 5 to 7 p.m. July 6.
Artists include Nicole CameronDiosdado, Sue Evans, Sally Haig, Kim
Jagger, Julie Johnson, Gina Kaiper,
Kevin Wright and more.
Pieces In Time: 90 Years of Quilts
“Pieces In Time: 90 years of Quilts,” at
the Museum on Main, 603 Main St.,
runs through Sept. 30. The display of
24 quilts made from 1885 to 1975
includes historic and patterned quilts
owned by local residents. Museum

hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues.
through Sat. and 1 to 4 p.m. Sun.
Tickets are $2 per person. Call 4622766 or visit www.museumonmain.
org.
Pieces of Time The Museum on Main
Street will be hosting the quilting class
from The Berry Patch in a demonstration to visitors to the museum from
1:15 to 3:45 p.m. July 8. This will be a
process of paper piecing in preparation for a quilt. The event will take
place in the History Room, 603 Main
St. Visitors will also be able to hand tie
a quilt. There is a donation of $2.00
for individuals and $5.00 for family.
Call 462-2766 or email valleymuseum@sbcglobal.net.

Fundraisers
Broadway Revue Benefits Local
Habitat for Humanity At 8 p.m. July
14, two Pleasanton businesses will
sponsor an evening of Broadway
music to benefit Habitat for Humanity
East Bay. Acc’sentials and Coldwell

Join the fight
against cancer.

Join the American Cancer Society Relay For Life, a 24-hour community event
where people come together to remember loved ones, inspire others, and
celebrate life. It’s your chance to make a difference in the fight against cancer
by raising much-needed funds for lifesaving research, education, advocacy,
and patient services. If you’re a survivor, please join us to be honored in your
victory against cancer.

Relay For Life of Pleasanton
July 28 - July 29
10AM Saturday - 10AM Sunday
Pleasanton Fairgrounds
Become a team captain! Form your team today for
this unforgettable event!

Presenting Sponsor:
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Full Service Real Estate

JULIA LEWIS
®

Realtor /Owner/Notary

•
•
•
•

Relocation Nationwide
New Home Construction
Buyer Representation
Stress Free Transactions

(925) 963-1565
Give me a call
for all your real estate needs.
Email: julia@viewtrivalleyhomes.com
www.viewtrivalleyhomes.com
6210 Stoneridge Mall Rd, Suite 120, Pleasanton CA 94588

Each office is independently
owned and operated.

Trusted Brands ... Since 1976

Gorgeous Vanities
Not too Expensive.
Not too Cheap.

580
680

Sunol Blvd Exit
1/4 Mile East

LUMBER & HARDWARE
5505 Sunol Boulevard, Pleasanton • 925 846 5040

C LO S E D S U N D AY S

ACURA, HONDA, LEXUS
& TOYOTA OWNERS!
Are you looking for an honest
and reliable auto repair facility?

is the answer!

Health
“Foot Freedom!” World School will
offer a free seminar for the general
public from 4:30 to 6 p.m. July 12 at
699 Peters Ave. The school presents
“Foot Freedom: A Free 90-Minute
Foot Health Clinic.” Attendees will
learn daily self-care and specialized
foot self-massage techniques. Call
461-2533 or visit www.worldschoolmassage.com.
Free Summer Immunization Clinics
Axis Community Health, 4361 Railroad
Avenue, offers free immunization clinics for children on July 7, August 4
and September 8. They are open to all
Tri-Valley families who have a low
income, are uninsured or on Medi-Cal
and Medi-Cal Managed Care. Parents
should bring child’s immunization
records and income and insurance
information. Some immunizations
require fees. Call 462-1755.
Gentle Yoga for Partners Beth Fox,
a certified yoga instructor, will teach
yoga for partners in Lynnewood
United Methodist Church’s multipurpose room, 4444 Black Ave. Partners
can be anyone--a friend or loved one,
including children 13 years and older.
The class is open to the public and is
appropriate for all levels of experience.
The cost is $10 for general public; $5
for people 55 and older. Call 8460221 or visit www.lynnewood.org.
Kundalini Yoga and Meditation with
ilahi Yoga Priestesses of the Bay Area
present an eight-week introductory
series of Kundalini Yoga and Meditation
with ilahi at 7:30 p.m. Thursdays from
May 17 through July 5 at World

Specializing in
Europe and the
South Paciﬁc

School, 699 Peters Ave. The course is
free for World School Staff and students otherwise $12 drop-in fee or
$30.00 for the series. Call 461-2533 or
visit www.worldschoolmassage.com.
Meditation and Stress Reduction
Do you want to learn and put into
practice relaxation techniques and
stress reduction methods proven to be
successful in hundreds of cultures for
millions of people? Las Positas College
is offering a class for meditation and
stress reduction from 9 a.m. to noon
Saturdays from June 30 to July 7. The
cost is $39. Call 424-1467 or register
online: www.laspositascollege.edu/
communityed.

Kids & Teens
5th Annual Teen Citizens’ Police
Academy The Pleasanton Police
Department will again host the teen
academy from 3 to 5 p.m. Tuesday
and Thursday from July 10 to 31 at
4833 Bernal Ave. The academy is
open to residents of Pleasanton, ages
14-18. The students will learn about
many police functions. For an application call 931-5100.
Camp Kadima Camp Kadima, a
Jewish community summer day camp
for students entering kindergarten
through eighth grade held at the Sunol
Glen School in Sunol, is accepting
registrations for its fourteenth year of
operation. Camp Kadima, the only
Jewish day camp in the East Bay,
offers a range of activities from sports
and outdoor programs to crafts and
drama. For a detailed schedule of sessions and rates, go to www.campkadima.org.
Medieval Adventure at the Library
The actors of CLAP! (Creative Learning
through Arts Program) bring knights,
dragons and princesses to the
Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal
Ave., on at 1 and 2:30 p.m. July 11.
Children (ages 5+) in the audience will

Established in 1985

Destinations

Unlimited

OIL
CHANGE
SPECIAL

$32.95 reg $39.95
Precision Auto Repair can save
you money and time. We can
perform all of your factory
scheduled services and repairs
while maintaining your warranty.

Banker have lined up an impressive
array of performers for the Broadway
Revue, which will be held in
Acc’sentials’ garden courtyard, 520
Main St. Tickets are $25 per person.
Call 931-9130 or visit www.accsentials.com.

Engine Oil
& Fi
Genuine O lter Change
Top Off Allil Filter
21 Point In Fluids
spection
So
me restrictio
Expires 6/30ns apply.
/07.

How to Buy a Lovely
Home in Pleasanton
and the Tri-Valley…

(925) 462-7440
164-A Wyoming Street, Pleasanton

See Your Best! Look Your Best!
• LASIK - on site
(Special pricing & 0% financing
available)
• New! Bifocal implants
for cataract surgery
• Medical and surgical treatment
of eye disease
• Dry Eye Clinic
• Eye examinations
• Contact lenses & Fashion eyewear

www.PleasantonLovelyCondos.com
The Dominguez Team – Prudential California Realty

"Your Personal Real Estate Consultants For Life"

FREE Recorded Message
1-888-579-6674 ext. 42

Jonathan Savell, M.D. • Robert Neves, M.D.
Michael Gagnon, M.D. • Jay DeLaney, O.D.
Gina Trentacosti, O.D. • Amanda Tarr, O.D.
Board Certified Ophthalmologists & Licensed Optometrists

(925) 449-4000

NOW 0%
5575 W. Las Positas Blvd #240
28 Fenton St
Financing on LASIK LIvermore, CA 94550
Pleasanton, CA 94588
4FSWJOHUIF5SJ7BMMFZ4JODF
ValleyEyeCareCenter.com
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Public Notice
FREE Report Online

www.PrecisionAutoRepair.com

(925) 460-5000

1989-C Santa Rita Road • (925) 462-0402
www.travel-desk.com • CST#101368810

First Class FREE!

• Jump start weight loss • Make new friends
• Combat the baby blues • Be with your child
FIND THE NEAREST CLASS AT:

help enact a comical tale of medieval
adventure! Free tickets given out 1/2
hour ahead of each show. Call 9313400 ext. 8.
Performing Shakespeare Summer
Academy An intimate workshop for
high school students, the Performing
Shakespeare Summer Academy runs
from noon to 3 p.m. July 2 to July 13
12:00 in Livermore, with performances
the weekend of July 14. Tuition is
$275. Meet the director and select
your scene/monologue from noon to 3
p.m. June 19. Visit www.TriValleyYPA.
org. Extended care OK.
The Hipwaders at Livermore’s
Family First Night Award-winning
band, The Hipwaders, will be performing “Hip Music for Kids” at Family First
Night from 5 to 8 p.m. July 5 at
Carnegie Park at 3rd & J streets,
Livermore. Visit www.hipwaders.net for
music and videos.
Wizard Training School! Master
magician Brian Scott presents an
afternoon of Harry Potter-inspired dazzling, interactive magic for kids ages 5
and older at the Pleasanton Public
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. Free tickets for the hour-long 2:00 p.m. show
will be given out at the children’s desk
1/2 hour before doors open. Call 9313400 ext. 8.

Lectures/
Workshops
Be Smart Buy Smart Join the
Joaquin Murphy of the California
Department of Consumer Affairs identifies various scams and how to avoid
them from 10 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. July
10 at the Pleasanton Senior Center,
5353 Sunol Blvd. Find out what smart
shoppers know about phone,
mailorder, door-to-door and Internet
sales; prizes; gifts; sweepstakes, lotteries, and contests. Tickets are $1.25
for residents; $1.75 for non-residents.
Call 931-5365.
Get Free Wealth Education on
Wealth Classes Extravaganza Day
This free wealth education class is part
of Wealth Classes Extravaganza Day
from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. July 7 at the
San Ramon Marriott Hotel, 2600
Bishop Drive, San Ramon. Classes are
limited. Call 855-3205 or visit www.
wealthclasses.com to register.
How to Become a Remarkable
Leader What does it take to be a
remarkable leader? Come learn and
understand the essential ingredients
that make up great leadership from
6:30 to 9 p.m. July 9 at the Crown
Plaza Hotel, 11950 Dublin Canyon
Road. Tickets are $10 for pre-registered or $15 early; or $20 at the door;
free for members. Email info@ebig.org
or visit www.ebig.org.

Live Music
Muir Station Jazz Band The
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old
Bernal Ave., presents live jazz music
by The Muir Station Jazz Band at 2
p.m. July 8. This band brings a variety
of musical pleasures from early
Dixieland to swing and easy listening
for the enjoyment of all. Call 931-3405
or visit www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/library.

Miscellaneous
Free The Cat Campaign For a limited
time, Tri-Valley Animal Rescue will offer
no-fee adoptions of all adult cats.

Calendar
Strict adoption criteria will still apply.
Adoptions are held at Pleasanton
Farmers Market (9:30 to 1 p.m.
Saturdays), Dublin Pet Food Express
(2 to 5 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays)
and Dublin PetSmart (weekdays during regular business hours and noon
to 4 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays).
Call 803-7043 or visit www.tvar.org.
Kittens Seek Foster Homes The
East Bay SPCA’s Foster Care Program
seeks foster homes for the upcoming
kitten season. For more information,
contact the East Bay SPCA at (510)
563-4632 or visit www.eastbayspca.
org/foster.

On Stage
Comedy of Errors The Livermore
Shakespeare Festival presents
“Comedy of Errors” July 12 to August
4 at the Retzlaff Estate Winery, 1356
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. The
Comedy of Errors is a robust comedy
with two pairs of mix-matched twins,
entwining desire with hi-jinks and past
loss with present laughter. Tickets go
on sale May 15; call (800) 838-3006.
Visit www.LivermoreShakes.org.
Free Shakespeare in the Park “A
Midsummer’s Night Dream,” directed
by Kenneth Kelleher, provides an
excellent introduction to Shakespeare
for the first time theatergoers and continues to enthrall seasoned audiences.
Performances are every Saturday and
Sunday at 7:30 p.m. June 30 to July
15, with a July 6 (instead of July 7)
showing at Amador Valley Community
Park, the corner of Black Avenue and
Santa Rita Road.

Seniors
Computer Classes for Seniors 55+
The Pleasanton Public Library, 400
Old Bernal Ave., offers computer
classes from 9 to 10 a.m. for mature
adults. Join us to learn to surf the
Internet and send email. Absolute
beginners welcome. The second
Tuesday of month is Beginning
Internet, the third Tuesday of month is
Beginning Email, and the fourth
Tuesday of month is Advanced Email.
Email mcorpora@ci.pleasanton.ca.us
or call 931-3400 ext. 21 for details.
Computer Tutoring One-on-one
computer tutoring is available every
day at the Pleasanton Senior Center.
The tutor works with you on topics
where you need help. No formal program to follow, just help where you
need it. Internet, Office applications,
picture editing, etc. Call 931-5365 to
set up an appointment. The cost is
$1.25 for residents.
Lunch in Downtown Pleasanton
Enjoy lunch at Casa Madrid from
10:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. July 12. This
is a Mediterranean style restaurant
located on Main Street. Meet at the
Pleasanton Senior Center and we will
be transported via Paratransit. The
cost is $15 for residents or $18 for
non-residents. Call Lisa at 931-5372.
Pleasanton PC Users Group The
PC User Group meets monthly at 10
a.m. on the fourth Thursday of the
month at the Pleasanton Senior
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. You don’t
need to be an expert to attend, we
have all skills levels in our meetings.
The usual Senior Center charges
apply, $1.25 for Pleasanton Residents,
$1.75 for all others. Call 931-5365 or
email pleasenior@yahoo.com for
details.
Transitions Support Group Are you
or someone you know: 60 or older
and living in Pleasanton, Dublin,
Livermore or Sunol? Looking for a
warm and supportive environment to
connect with others? In need of a
place to share, support and reminisce? Join the Transitions Support
Group meeting 2:30 to 4 p.m. every
Wednesday at the Pleasanton Senior
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Call 9315379 for info.

Spiritual
Open Christian 12 Step Discover
how much comfort there is in the journey of recovery walking with the Good
Shepherd every STEP of the way! This
group meets at 5 p.m. every Thursday
at 40 California Ave., Ste. B. Call 4260501 or visit www.rquest.org.
Peace Time Meditate upon peace
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. the second
Saturday of every month beginning
June 9 at Downtown Yoga, 220-B
Division St. The time of silent meditation will allow you to meditate upon
your own peace of mind, peace in
your home or peace in your world. All
are welcome. Call 819-9983 or visit
www.pleasantonyoga.com.
Women’s Christian 12 Step Discover
how much comfort there is in the journey of recovery walking with the Good
Shepherd every STEP of the way! This
group meets at noon every Friday and
Saturday at Shepherd’s Gate, 1660
Portola Ave., Livermore. Call 4434283.

Sports
Aloha Golf Classic Sign up now to
attend the Danville Area Chamber of
Commerce’s annual golf tournament
from 10:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. July 16
at the Blackhawk Country Club, 599
Blackhawk Club Drive, Danville. There
will be fun, food, networking, and
Raiderette and 49er Gold Rush cheerleaders. The cost is $195 per golfer,
$1,000 for 4-some, or $50 for dinner/
auction only. Call 837-4400 or visit
www.danvillecachamber.com.
Cross Country Training Camp
Registration is now open for a new
cross country training camp for high
school-age athletes. The Tri-Valley
Cross Country Pre-Season Training
Camp will be held from 8-11 a.m.
Aug. 13 through 17 at the Foothill
High School track. The cost is $120.
The five-day camp—open to all interested athletes—will include training,
conditioning, goal setting, time trials
and racing tactics, as well as off-site
running sessions on local Pleasanton
trails. The coaching staff includes Rik
Richardson, president of Athenian
Athletics and assistant coach of
Foothill’s cross country and track
teams, and Shannon Sos, Foothill’s
head cross country coach and assistant track and field coach. For more
information, contact Rik Richardson at

GRAHAM-HITCH
MORTUARY
Digniﬁed Care
& Compassionate Service
Since 1891

We Can Teach
Your Child to Draw!

518-9356.
EastBay Colt.45s Baseball-Fall
Tryouts Update EastBay Colt.45s will
conduct tryouts for their 13U and 14U
competitive fall travel teams July 11
and July 18 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at
Diablo Vista Park in Danville. Cost is
$25. Download registration form at
www.eastbaycolt45s.com or call
Jason Brosnan at (510)551-6866.
Ten Star All Star Basketball Camp
Final applications are now being evaluated for the Ten Star All Star Summer
Basketball Camp. By invitation only,
boys and girls ages 10 to 19 are eligible to apply. Players from 50 states
and 17 countries attended the 2006
camp. There is also a summer camp
for boys and girls ages 6 to 18 of all
skill levels. Call (704) 373-0873.

at the Pleasanton Art League’s

2-Day Children’s
Drawing Workshop
Pleasanton Cultural Arts Center
4477 Black Avenue, Pleasanton, CA
Mon & Tues, July 9 & 10, 2-5 pm
$40 for both days (includes all supplies)
*Ages 10 and older — discount for additional siblings
Call (925) 462-7964 for information and registration.
This organization is supported in part by the Alamdea County Arts Commission.

Support
Groups
Cancer Support Group A free support group for people with cancer and
their loved ones. Facilitated by The
Wellness Community. The group meets
from 2 to 4 p.m. every Tuesday at the
Valley Care Health Library, 5725 W.
Las Positas Blvd. Call 933-0107 or
visit www.twc-bayarea.org.
Domestic Violence A Domestic
Violence support group is held 5 to
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at TriValley Haven, 3663 Pacific Ave.,
Livermore, for Women in Livermore
every Wednesday evening. Survivors
will be able to address issues of abuse
in relationships. The cost is $40 for
every eight weeks, or based on a sliding scale. Call 449-5845 ext. 202 for
details.
East Bay Cancer Support Group
The East Bay Cancer Support group is
an independent, non-profit, non-sectarian organization serving cancer
patients, caregivers and the bereaved

FREE
So many services.
One easy stop.
Notary Public
Passport Photos
Private Mailbox Rentals
Packaging Service
& Supplies

FedEx®/UPS®/DHL®/USPS
Full Service Printing
Copy Services
Fingerprinting
And More!

Motorola or Nokia
car charger with
$25 purchase
Offer ends 9/1/07 or
while supplies last.

$29.99 retail value.
Purchase of USPS products
& services excluded. Call for
details and compatibility.
Offer valid at Gene’s Food
location only.

NEXT TO GENE’S FINE FOODS
2843 Hopyard Rd, Pleasanton, CA
T: (925) 461-9838 • www.postnet.com/ca112
Store Hours: Mon - Fri: 8:30am-5:30pm, Sat: 10am-2pm
Each PostNet Center is independently owned and operated. Services may vary.

The Pleasanton Weekly website just got better.
• More daily and breaking news updates
• Interactive Community Calendar
• Local Blogs
• Viewer Polls

Introducing

TownSquare
An online forum to

Pleasanton’s new online
neighborhood at

www.PleasantonWeekly.com

Discuss Community Issues
Ask for advice
Rate a movie
Review a restaurant
Report a sports score and more

Be a Citizen Journalist

Wel
Pleas come to th
anton
e
Week New
ly.com

Advance Planning
Made Easy
Call Deanna for a FREE
consultation. In-home
visits available.

today
t
u
o
Check it

4167 First Street, Pleasanton

925-846-5624
Crematory Privately Owned
& Operated
FD#429
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Smog K ing
Every two years...
You just gotta’ do it.

20

OFF

All Smogs Including:
• DMV Renewal
• Test Only
• RV’s
• Gross Polluters
3440-D
Stanley Blvd.
Pleasanton
925-846-7664

Anxious?
Depressed?
Fearful?
Worried?

In & out in
20 minutes

19 Beta Ct.
San Ramon
925-820-5665

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6

Pleasanton
Real Estate News

Mental Health Counseling
is available for adults, families, teens and children.
The following
insurance plans/EAPs are
now accepted:
• Cigna • Value Options
• Magellan including Aetna
• UBH • MHN
Counseling is available
on a sliding scale to those
without insurance.

by
Gerarda
Stocking

A DESIRED HOME
FEATURE

Axis Community Health
is a licensed, nonprofit
healthcare organization
committed to serving
the community.

www.axishealth.org

Lil’s Salon
full service hair salon

Gerarda Stocking is the Owner/Broker
of Stocking Realty.
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We’re looking here at an answer
to the often-asked question, “Is
there anything I can do to my
home that will increase its value
in a cost-effective way?” And
again—remember that you can
live in and improve a house for
two years, then sell it and pocket
all the profits tax-free under current tax code.
One of the most desired special features in a home today is
a workable home office. It can
be in an alcove, in a spare room,
even making up only part of the
room—but it has to be a distinct
area, not one that is set up for
multiple uses.
What’s most important here?
Two things: The wiring of the
office with multiple strong electric outlets, with telephone lines
(even if you only use one, it’s
good to wire in advance for the
capability to use two lines in the
office), and for the computer.
Second, lighting and comfort.
The space shouldn’t be cramped,
cannot have poor lighting, and
must allow for an ergonomically
sensible workspace.
When your house is on the
market, this is one of the things
that will give it a strong and
immediate advantage over other
homes for sale—and bring in a
better price. For help with all
your real estate needs call Gerarda
Stocking at 846-4000 or visit her
website at www.gerardastocking.
com.

Information &
Appointments:
(925) 201-6240

S

$

at Faith Lutheran Church, 20080
Redwood Road, Castro Valley. All services are provided free of charge. For
scheduled meeting times, please call
(510) 889-8766 or visit www.ebcancersupport.org.
Grief Share Are you looking for community, understanding and support? If
you have lost a spouse, child, family
member or friend, you’ve probably
found that there are not many people
who understand the deep hurt you
feel. The grief support group meets
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. every Wednesday
at Valley Christian Center, 7500
Inspiration Drive, Dublin. It is $35.00,
with scholarships available. Call 5606202 or register at www.dublinvcc.org.
Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy
The Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy
support group’s meets 10 a.m. the
fourth Tuesday of the month at the
Heritage Estates Retirement
Community, 900 E. Stanley Blvd.,
Livermore. Peripheral Neuropathy generally presents itself as tingling, pain or
numbness in the feet or hands. It is
hard to diagnose and is common. All
are invited to learn more about this
disease. Call Lorene at 447-6158 or
Ann at 443-4098.
Lose It For Life The group process
supports hope and change for men
and women suffering from compulsive
overeating. Group members meet at
12:30 every Monday and Thursday at
40 California Ave., Ste. B, and are
encouraged to honestly express their
thoughts and feelings in a supportive
atmosphere facilitated by a licensed
therapist. Call 426-0501 or visit www.
rquest.org.
Manspeak This weekly men’s group
meets 8 to 9:30 p.m. Monday nights
at Kiva Counseling Group, 11740
Dublin Blvd., Suite 202 in Dublin, and
is designed to create a community
between men to resolve problems,
form friendships, and understand and
improve relationships. It provides a
source of support for personal growth
and change in a safe environment so

Bring this ad for
tuesday-saturday
evening appts. available
walk ins welcome

FREE HAIRCUT
“with color service"
New Clients Only
*Expires 6/30/07

1807 santa rita rd #B
pleasanton, ca 94566

925.462.4033

we can become aware of our own
emotional habits and attitudes. The
cost is $30 per session or $100 per
month. Call 485-9370 or visit www.
kivaspirit.org for details.
Overeaters Anonymous Is Food
Controlling Your Life? This group
meets at 6:30 p.m. the fourth
Thursday of each month on the second floor of the ValleyCare Medical
Plaza, at the corner of Stoneridge
Drive and W. Las Positas Blvd. This is
a 12-step study and discussion meeting and newcomers are welcome. Call
Kim at 640-9313.
Stress and Pain Management
Strategies and Support Learn how
to use visualization, relaxation techniques and new ways of thinking (cognitive restructuring) to help reduce
stress levels and down-regulate pain.
Share experiences and ideas in a supportive, caring environment. Free
classes are held from 11 a.m. to noon
the first Wednesday of each month at
ValleyCare Health Library, 5725 W. Las
Positas Blvd., Suite 270. Facilitated by
Betty Runnels, M.A., Counseling
Psychology, Marriage and Family
Therapy. Call 734-3315 or email bettyrunnels@earthlink.net.
Vision Support Group Individuals
with low vision, and their loved ones,
are invited to join us on the third
Tuesday of each month from 10 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. at the Pleasanton
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Join
us for low vision information, speakers, resources, discussions, and day
trips. No reservations are required.
Nominal fees may apply. Call 9315369.

ITEMS IN STORE THIS WEEK!
Kelty Backpacks, Table & Chair Sets, Crib &
Changing Table, Gymboree, GAP, Janie & Jack
Clothes, and Great Maternity!
442 Hartz Avenue
Danville, 94526
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

TV30
Ask the Doctor Belly aches and
digestive problems are topics for “Ask
the Doctor,” TV30’s live call-in show at
7 p.m. July 11. Viewers can phone-in
questions for guests
Gastroenterologist Jeffrey Mark, M.D.,
and Philip Yee, M.D., by calling 4623030. Sponsored by San Ramon
Regional Medical Center.
In A Word Join hosts Jim Ott and
Kathy Cordova for interviews with
authors and the TV30 Book Club on
Channel 30. This show airs Monday
through Friday at 6:30 a.m., 9:30 p.m.
and also at 3 p.m.
Let’s Talk Sports TV30’s George “Dr.
B.” Baljevich Raiders Football Special.
Interviews with Al Davis, Coach Lane
Kiffin, NFL Writer Bill Soladay and
players Jake Grove, Tyler Braxton and
more. On Channel 30 weekdays at
11:30 a.m., 2 and 6 p.m., Friday and
Saturday at 4 p.m.

Volunteering
Assistance League of Amador
Valley The Assistance League of
Amador Valley is looking for volunteers
to assist with ongoing philanthropic
projects. We are nonprofit organization
enriching the lives of children, men
and women in need through the
strength of our volunteers. Email
alamadorvalley@yahoo.com or visit
www.amadorvalley.assistanceleague.
org.
Meals on Wheels Drivers needed to
deliver meals to seniors in Pleasanton.
The time commitment is two hours,
once a week. Call Julie Antonelli at
931-5385.
Reading Volunteers Needed The
Barton Reading Program needs reading volunteers are needed and a new
group is set to train in the fall. No
experience is necessary and training is
free. We will match you to a student
who needs your help and will provide
the materials needed to bring the student’s reading and spelling up to
grade level or above. There are currently over 80 volunteer tutors making
a difference for over 135 Pleasanton
students. An optional information
meeting is from 7 to 8 p.m. May 23 at
Valley View Elementary School, 480
Adams Way. Call Christina Clark at
426-4231 ext. 2638 or e-mail cclark@
pleasanton.k12.ca.us.

Private Studio
Downtown
Pleasanton
Exclusive
1 on 1
Guitar
Lessons
Adults and Kids
Ages 10 thru 110
established in 1997

4625 First Street 417-0561

Check out

every day

Now in Pleasanton
(925) 225-1218

Where Resale is always Upscale!!
CHILDREN’S & MATERNITY CONSIGNMENT

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue Do you
love animals? Become a volunteer or a
Foster with Tri-Valley Animal Rescue.
Orientations are held at East County
Animal Shelter (ECAS) from 1 to 2:30
p.m. the second Saturday and fourth
Sunday of each month. Registration is
not required to attend the orientation.
Call 803-7043 or visit www.tvar.org.

U.S.A. WU CHI KUNG FU ACADEMY

Benefits of Kung Fu:
• Self Defense
• Lose Weight
• Self Conﬁdence
1 week
FREE CLASSES
exp. 7/07/07

• Improve Health
• Respect & Discipline

$50 off
exp. 7/07/07
Apply to 1 year + plan

925.820.4956

5684 Stoneridge Drive

DiningOut
American

Brewpub/Alehouse

Vic’s All Star Kitchen

The Hop Yard American Alehouse
and Grill

201 Main St., Pleasanton, (925)
484-0789. Vic’s delivers a starry
mix of American food, fast service
and a cheery atmosphere. Owner
Vic Malatesta teamed his love of
sports with his passion for good
food to create a solid dining experience. Vic’s is open daily 7 a.m. to
2 p.m. Evening banquets and daytime catering are available.
Bridges

44 Church St., Danville, 820-7200.
Executive Chef Kevin Gin interprets California-American cuisine
with European and Asian influences with expansive lunch and dinner menus. Add dessert, wine and
cocktails and you have Bridges’
casual fine dining experience. Visit
www.bridgesdanville.com for event
and private party details.

Asian-Pacific
Mahalo Grille

425 Main St., Pleasanton, 4622800. Treat yourself to a taste
sensation at Mahalo Grille featuring a variety of Pacific seafood,
Hawaiian fresh fish and shell fish,
and “Mahalo” signature selections. Also try our various vegetarian-friendly offerings, California
wines and island cocktails. Visit
www.mahalogrille.com.

Barbecue
Red Smoke Grill

4501 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton,
734-0307. Home of the Tri Tip
and Blue, Red Smoke Grill was
voted best take out food by
Pleasanton Weekly readers in
2006. Dine in or take out rotisserie chicken, ribs, prawns,
salads and tri tip, or pulled pork
sandwiches. Relax with a beer
or a bottle of wine. Visit www.
redsmokegrill.com.

3015H Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton, 426-9600. Voted
Best Watering Hole in Pleasanton,
The Hop Yard offers 30 craft
beers on tap as well as great
food.†The full-service menu
includes appetizers, salads and
grilled fare that will bring you back
time and again.†Banquet facilities
available.†On the web at www.
hopyard.com.
470 Market Place, San Ramon,
277-9600. Featuring a giant 8foot projection screen for major
sporting events, they also feature
30 beers on tap and a great grill.
Go in for the beer, go back for the
food. More at www.hopyard.com.

California Cuisine
Stacey’s at Waterford

4500 Tassajara Road, Ste. C.,
Dublin, 551-8325. We serve seasonal California cuisine using the
freshest ingredients, with delicious
dishes including seafood, pasta,
meat, wood fired pizza and even
vegetarian choices. Available for
special events on Sundays. Visit
www.staceysatwaterford.com.
Stacey’s Cafe

310 Main St., Pleasanton, 4613113. Located on Main Street in
downtown Pleasanton, Stacey’s
is open for lunch and dinner
seven days a week, serving fresh
California cuisine. Come as you
(continued on page 26)

Come Taste Our
New Lunch
& Dinner Entrees

Italian Style Spaghetti & Ravioli
Lunches • Dinners • Beers on Tap • Orders to Go

Check out our new website at

www.gayninetiespizza.com
Open 7 Days

288 Main Street • 846-2520

Why go ‘Downtown’….
When you can go ‘Uptown’
Neighborhood Brewpub

30 BEERS ON TAP
House of Omelettes

DeansCafe

“Fresh Italian with a California Attitude”

Your Hosts Since 1995
Joseph & Maricela Barone

Barone’s Restaurant
Breakfast • Lunch
6am-2:30pm
Monday - Saturday
7am-2:30pm Sunday

620 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON, CA
846-4222

• Innovative Cuisine
• Banquets
• Rehearsal Dinners
• Entertainment on Weekends
• Full Bar
475 Saint John, Pleasanton

426-0987

Huge Outdoor Patio!

Purchase Any Entrée And
Receive A Complimentary
Second Entrée
(Maximum Discount $19.00)
Not valid on holidays. No more than 2 coupons
per party or 1 per family. Purchased entrée must
be of equal or greater value than the complimentary entrée. One time use only and not
valid with any other promotions. Dine in only,
not valid for takeout. Expires 9/15/07. PW

Enjoy our “hidden gem” at the corner of
Santa Rita Road and West Las Positas.
Pleasanton (925) 484-1001
www.girasolegrill.com

Voted Best Place
for an
After-Work Drink
Pleasanton
(925) 426-9600
3015-H Hopyard Road

www.hopyard.com
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Dining Out

Savory Delights of Northern China
LUNCH SPECIALS: Monday-Friday 11:30-2:00
DINNER: Monday-Thursday 5:00-9:30
Friday & Saturday 5:00-10:00
Closed Sunday
PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM TAKE-OUT
30 West Angela St., Downtown Pleasanton
925 484 4880 • www.pandapleasanton.com

are and enjoy our dining room,
banquet room, outdoor patios
and full bar. Visit www.staceyscafe.com.

THE PANDA

Catering
Fontina’s Catering

Tr y Our
N ew L u
nc h
Buf fet

The euphoria of ﬁne Italian food
Elegant banquet
room and wine bar
combination ideal
for all your special
occasions.

• Catering Service
• Take Out Menu

349 Main St., Downtown
Pleasanton, 462-9299. Fontina
Ristorante’s award-winning
menu can now be delivered to
your home or office. Our lunch
and dinner specialties feature
homemade soups and pastas,
premium seafood and meats,
and a vegetarian menu. For parties of 10 or more, we’ll include
free dessert or 10 percent off
your total bill (excluding tax).

Chinese
Chinese Szechuan

Garlic Di Pasta – same owner and same great food
3037-G Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (At Valley Ave in Hopyard Village)

925-485-4500

www.LaViteRestaurant.com

3059 Hopyard Road #G,
Pleasanton, 846-5251. Chinese
Szechuan is Pleasanton’s bestloved Chinese restaurant. Family
owned and run since 1987, it
has friendly service, delicious
food and great prices, including

lunch specials and carry-out. A
banquet room is available.
Panda Mandarin Cuisine

30 W. Angela St., Pleasanton,
484-4880. Panda offers several delicious specials using
fresh ingredients and spices
that make traditional northern
Chinese cuisine such a delight.
Open for lunch Monday through
Friday, dinner Monday through
Saturday, closed Sunday. A private banquet room is available.
Visit www.pandapleasanton.
com.

Oasis Grille

6512 Regional St, Dublin, 8289111. Since 1978 Willow Tree
has offered authentic Dim-Sum
and banquet buffet cuisine.
We prepare each dish with the
freshest ingredients and are
dedicated to hospitality. View
our complete menu at www.willowtreerestaurant.com

780 Main St., Pleasanton,
417-8438. Visit downtown
Pleasanton’s exotic dining destination. Oasis features kabobs,
rice and vegetarian dishes, to
name a few. Check out our
updated wine and exotic cocktail menus. We also cater! Visit
www.OasisGrille.com.

Continental

Italian

Barone’s

Fontina Ristorante

475 St. John St., Pleasanton,

349 Main St., Pleasanton, 4629299. This popular downtown
restaurant gets rave reviews
from both locals and visitors.
Fontina offers a changing, seasonal menu and daily specials-including homemade soups,
pastas, seafood, chicken and
veal--served in a comfortably
elegant atmosphere. We have
indoor and outdoor seating. Join
us for Saturday and Sunday
champagne brunch.

Share your dining experiences

Family Meals To Go
Meals include four corn mufﬁns and two large sides.
Rotisserie Chicken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Tri-Tip
1 1/2 pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2 pound. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Slab-and-a-Half of Ribs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Chicken . . . . . . . .
Full Slab of Ribs & Whole Chicken . . . . . . . . . . .
One Pound Tri-Tip and Whole Slab . . . . . . . . . . .

$24.99
$29.99
$25.99
$31.99
$31.99
$36.99

Sides
4501 Hopyard Rd, Pleasanton

734-0307
Open daily from 11am
www.redsmokegrill.com

Go to www.PleasantonWeekly.com and post
your own rating and review of any restaurant!

$16.99

Small Side Salad,
French Fries, Roasted
Corn Salad, Potato
Salad, Creamy Cole
Slaw, Santa Maria
Style Beans, Chicken
Tortilla Soup

And…Check out our comprehensive database on
more than 800 local restaurants, including contact
information, hours, directions and maps, professional
and amateur reviews and ratings from across the Web.

think it can’t get any hotter this summer?

mahalo grille celebrates our
2nd anniversary this month.
look for sizzling summer deals throughout
june, july and august going on now..........

Fusion

Willow Tree Chinese Cuisine

You’ve got good taste
Voted
Pleasanton
Best
Takeout

426-0987. Pleasanton’s most
romantic continental cuisine
restaurant features innovative pasta, seafood and meat
entrees, outdoor dining, and
a full bar. Barone’s is open
for dinner seven nights and
lunch Monday through Friday,
with live music on Friday and
Saturday evenings. Ask about
our banquet facilities and special
events.

4TH

OF

Frankie, Johnnie & Luigi Too!

11891 Dublin Blvd., Dublin,
828-9380. Lively chatter and the
aroma of garlic fill this warm and
friendly, classically “Italian” restaurant. Watch cooks hand toss
dough at this Tri-Valley pizza
Mecca. It’s perfect for romantic
couples and the entire family.
Authentic Southern Italian cooking includes traditional dishes
such as Veal Scaloppini, Lamb
Osso Bucco and Scampi.

July

celebrate the 4th with pastas trattoria
THATS RIGHT! PASTAS IS OPEN FOR THE 4TH OF JULY.
STOP IN FOR GREAT SPECIALS ALL WEEK LONG!
OPEN ALL DAY, WEDNESDAY, JULY 4TH!
And Dont Miss Out on these Great JUNE Specials. Still Available!

this weekend come down & try:

our Tommy Bahama Sunset Rum-tini
and Filet Mignon & Lobster!

-AHALO

425 Main Street
Pleasanton, 94566
(925) 462-2800

reservations recommended

,

*Mahalo Grille will be closed Wednesday, July 4th.
We will re-open Thursday, July 5th.
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BAKED RIGATONI with PROSCIUTTO with creamy bolognese and mozzarella
GARLIC and HERB CRUSTED ESCOLAR with sundried tomato tapenade
PAN-SEARED FRESH LOCAL HALIBUT with rock shrimp bruschetta
GRILLED BONE-IN NEW YORK STEAK with porcini mushroom ragout

GREAT LUNCH SPECIALS TOO!!

Pleasanton’s Favorite Italian

405 MAIN STREET
Pleasanton, 94566
(925) 417-2222

Dining Out
La Vite Ristorante

3037-G Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton, 485-4500. La Vite
Ristorante was rated “A” by the
Contra Costa Times restaurant
critic and voted the best Italian
restaurant by the readers of the
Tri-Valley Herald. We’re located
off the beaten path of downtown Pleasanton in the Hopyard
Village Shopping Center.
Girasole Grill

3180 Santa Rita Road at
West Las Positas Boulevard,
Pleasanton, 484-1001. Girasole,
a locally owned family business,
is an award winning California
style Italian restaurant. We
feature signature cuisine such
as Scoozzi, Absolut! prawns,
chicken gorgi, ppinach for
Veronica, Tuscan pork and signature fresh seafood...just to
name a few.†We are upscale,
but California casual with friendly
prices. Pastas Trattoria
405 Main St., Pleasanton,
417-2222. Pastas Trattoria has
an elegant atmosphere and a
one-of-a-kind menu. We feature
steaks, seafood and our famous
pasta, plus a superb selection
of spirits and fine wines. Live
music will jazz up your Friday
and Saturday evenings. The
banquet facilities have wireless
Internet for large parties, up to
70 guests.

Japanese
Ume Sushi

4855 Hopyard Road #7 in

Pizza

Gateway Square, 734-0996.
Acclaimed chef David Win
brings delicious Japanese cuisine to Pleasanton at an affordable price! We have a daily
fresh fish delivery, teriyaki and
tempura. We are open MondaySaturday, with lunch from 11:302:30 and dinner from 4:30-9:30,
Saturday until 10 p.m. Party
platters are available. Visit our
Web site: www.umesushi.com.

Gay Nineties Pizza Co.

288 Main St., Pleasanton,
846-2520. Gay Nineties is family-oriented with an extensive
menu, including our renowned
pizza, Italian dishes, salads and
sandwiches. We also have wine,
beer, patio dining and games
for kids. Come for groups, take
out and call-ahead lunch orders.
We’re open seven days a week
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Sato Japanese Cuisine

3105-K Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton, 462-3131. Makoto
Sato, Owner Operator has
been serving traditional japanese cuisine for over 25 years
in Pleasanton. Enjoy the variety
of our sushi bar and Japanese
tempura and teriyaki sushi. We
are open for lunch and dinner. We also do catering. Open
Tuesday through Sunday and
closed Monday.

• 3 New Specials
Every Week
• Seasonal Menu
Kids eat free*
Monday & Tuesday
*One free child meal (under 12 yrs)
with one paying adult

925.462.9299
349 Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton • www.fontinas.com

• Tempt your palate
with our juicy
kabobs, rice dishes,
& vegetarian dishes!
• Updated wine list
& exotic champagne
cocktails!

ﬁery

Mexican
Blue Agave Club

Main St., Pleasanton, 4171224. Come downtown for fine
dining†and casual lunches†in
our outdoor patio. Our menu
includes a variety of selections
from classic tortilla soup and
mole poblano to grilled salmon
(a house specialty) and filet
mignon with a spicy Chipotle
Chile sauce. We also specialize
in premium “sipping” tequilas
and carry over 200 different
varieties. Visit www.blueagaveclub.com.

hot

780 Main Street
Downtown Pleasanton

Oasis
925. 417. 8438

exotic

www.oasisgrille.com

Pleasanton’s online neighborhood

Introducing

www.PleasantonWeekly.com TownSquare
• Daily News Updates

• Restaurant Reviews

• Interactive Community
Calendar

• Local Weather

• Local Blogs

• Links to other
useful sites

An online forum to
Discuss Community Issues

• Viewer Polls

• Movie Showtimes

Ask other readers for advice
Report a sports score
Review a movie or restaurant
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C A L I F O R N I A D E P A R T M E N T O F C O R R E C T I O N S A N D R E H A B I L I T AT I O N

It has been called “the greatest entry-level job in California”
—and for good reason. Our ofﬁcers earn a great salary, and a
retirement package you just can’t ﬁnd in private industry. We
even pay you to attend our academy. There has never been a
better time to join. We’re the largest law enforcement agency
in California, and we’re growing. So apply today, and discover
why thousands of men and women are proud to wear our
uniform.

cdcr.ca.gov/jobs
1-866-232-JOBS
Peace Ofﬁcers must be a U.S. Citizen (or applied); possess a HS Diploma/GED; be in good physical condition; and have no felony convictions. Must be at least 21 yrs old
to apply; no age limit.Veterans recieve hiring preference points.

