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On the cover: Lilly Farrell gets a hearty push 
from her sister Olivia while they play in the 
front yard of their home. Children playing is  
a common sight in Pleasanton neighborhoods. 
Photo by Veronica Weber

W
hen Pleasanton was incorporated 
in 1894, the population was a 
mere 500. But when Pleasanton 

became a part of the first transcontinental 
railroad line, The Pacific Railroad, in 1896, 
Pleasanton soon began to grow.

Now boasting a population of 72,230, 
Pleasanton is a thriving community with a 
strong economic base, charming downtown, 
excellent school district and a host of well-
planned neighborhoods.

In a way, neighborhoods are extensions 
of our homes. The people who make up 
our neighborhoods influence and enhance 
our daily lives. We can retreat or engage, 
celebrate or stroll in a reverie. 

This publication is filled with stories told 

by people who inhabit these neighborhoods. 
They tell about what drew them to the 
neighborhood and what makes it unique and 
special. A fact box for each neighborhood 
provides information about schools, fire 
stations, shopping and homes. 

Like Pleasanton itself, “Our Neighborhoods” 
is a growing, ever-evolving publication. The 
2015 edition has but a few of the 100 or so 
neighborhoods in Pleasanton, and our goal is 
to add more each year. 

Gina Channell-Allen
President / Publisher

& Our Neighborhoods Editor
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A division of CMG Mortgage Inc.  NMLS#1820.  Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the 
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act.   Branch NMLS# 508121.  Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

Now is a Great Time to Buy 
-Conforming to Jumbo Mortgages

-FHA, VA, and Conventional Loan Programs

-Timely Closings and Professional Service
Debi is skilled at evaluating your short and long term goals in order to create a loan solution that best 
meets your financial goals.   She has been assisting clients purchase and refinance their homes since 1993. 
In today’s market a loan pre-approval can identify your price range and assure a smooth loan transaction. 
It could strengthen your position at the negotiating table, especially in a multiple offer situation.  
Call today for a free mortgage analysis and to obtain a loan pre-approval before you shop for your new 
home. You’ll receive the best possible financing for your situation, while keeping the process as easy and 
stress-free as possible!  Debi would love to help answer any mortgage questions. 

Debi Zentner
Loan Agent of the Year 2011-2014

debi@divmg.com
www.debizentner.com
NMLS # 241540

Tips for buying and selling real estate
BY DON FAUGHT

B
uying or selling a home can be 
overwhelming. In fact, it is a full-
time job. For most people, it makes 

sense to hire an expert to handle the 
time-consuming tasks and the essential 
details. Real estate professionals can take 
work off your hands 
and also help you get 
the best deal.

Your listing agent will 
advertise your home, 
walk buyers through, 
answer questions and 
help you through the 
negotiation phase. 

If you’re trying to buy, you can hire 
a buyer’s agent who is familiar with 
your preferred locations. They will 
recommend neighborhoods that fit your 
preferences, and they will also warn 
you about possible drawbacks — like 
the nearby factory that will wake you 
up every morning at 5 a.m. But not all 

agents are the same. Some may take 
advantage of your inexperience and end 
up costing you money and time.

Whether or not you’re buying or 
selling, it is important to interview your 
agent.  These tips should help you get the 
best value.  

What you should ask your Realtor:
1. Are you a full-time real estate 

professional and a Realtor?
2. How many years of education and 

experience do you have?
Experience and continuing education 

typically make for better agents.
3. Can you provide me with the names 

and phone numbers of past clients who 
have agreed to be references? 

4. Have you ever represented a buyer 
or a seller in my area?

5. Can you provide me with a written 
comprehensive marketing plan that 
includes being on the Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS)?

If you’re selling, you want as many 

people as possible to know about your 
home if you want top dollar.

6. Do you discount your commission? 
If the agent is willing to offer a 

significant discount of their fee, you 
should be asking yourself why.  Don’t you 
want the best deal and someone that will 
be looking out for you ... and not their 
next transaction?

Selecting a real estate professional is 
a very important decision in the home 
buying or selling process. There are so 
many great real estate professionals out 
there willing to work hard for you,  so 
consider the questions here as you make 
your selection. In your final analysis you 
should ask yourself: Do you trust them? 
Are they good at what they do? And do 
they care?

Don Faught is the Vice President and 
Managing Broker for Alain Pinel Realtors 

and is the 2013 President of the California 
Association of REALTORS® 

Faught
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Our emergency doctors treat everything from cuts and breaks to life-threatening 
illnesses. Our 24-hour Emergency Department has private treatment rooms, and a 
comfortable, large waiting room. While we hope you never have an emergency, our 
experienced physicians and nurses are here, close to home and around the clock.  
For non-life threatening conditions, try InQuickER on our website.

San Ramon ER 
• Blood Conservation Program

• Breast Center

• Cancer Services

• Cardiac Services

•  Diabetes Management 

• Family Birthing Center

• Infusion Center

• Joint Treatment

•  Orthopedic Services

• Pediatric Services

•  Pediatricians from  
Children’s Hospital Oakland

• Outpatient Surgery Center

•  Outpatient Therapy Services

•  San Ramon Regional  
Medical Plaza in Gale Ranch

• Spine Treatment

• Sports Performance Institute

• Stroke Program

• Wound & Ostomy Care

H O S P I T A L  S E R V I C E S

6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon   
925.275.9200  |  Physician Referral: 800.284.2878

Try our New Free Maternity & 
Baby's 1st Year Apps  
on our website  
www.OurSanRamonHospital.com
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Amberwood / Wood Meadows

B
ordered by Sutter Gate Park to the 
north, the Pleasanton Sports Park to 
the west, and accessible from Santa 

Rita Road to the east, the Amberwood/
Wood Meadows neighborhood is 
comfortably nestled in the north central part 
of Pleasanton. This beautifully maintained 
neighborhood is just south of a serene 
waterway with a great bike trail perfect for 
getting outside and enjoying the beauty of 
Pleasanton.

Amberwood was built between 1982 
and 1985 by William Lyon Homes, and 
has one- to two-story homes ranging 
from 1,700 to 2,200 square feet. The 
contemporary-styled homes are on spacious 
lots, and each homeowner has taken 
fantastic care of their homes. Many have 
undergone elegant remodels. The Wood 
Meadows neighborhood is nestled within 
the Amberwood neighborhood. Built by 
Woodhill Development between 1985 and 
1987 and finished by Signature Homes, this 
neighborhood has one- to two-story homes 
with 1,400 to 2,200 square feet and generous 
lot sizes. 

Amberwood/Wood Meadows is 
sometimes called “The Gates” because 

many of the streets have the word “gate” in 
their name, including Sutter Gate Avenue, 
Laramie Gate Circle, and Ross Gate Court. 
The first part of the street names pays 
tribute to historic military forts throughout 
the United States.

The neighborhood is conveniently located, 
with easy access to downtown Pleasanton, 
shops and restaurants. A short drive to I-580 
makes it a breeze for commuters. 

Children in the neighborhood attend 
Alisal Elementary School, Hart Middle 
School, Harvest Park Middle School, and 
Amador Valley High School. A wonderful 
aspect for children is how close the nearby 
schools are, walking distance or a short 
drive, and also the proximity of the Ken 
Mercer Pleasanton Sports Park, which 
borders the neighborhood on the west and 
has 103 acres of space for activities. 

Homes in the neighborhood get snatched 
up quickly when they go on the market, 
which Realtor Tim McGuire attributes to the 
neighborhood’s “spacious homes on generous 
lots, and some with three-car garages. It’s 
convenient for shopping, the sports park 
access and commuter access,” he added. 

— Sierra Rhodes, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Bicentennial Park, Ken Mercer 
Pleasanton Sports Park
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Alisal Elementary 
School, Hart Middle School, Harvest 
Park Middle School, Amador Valley High 
School
SHOPPING: Mission Plaza, Amador 
Center
MEDIAN 2014 HOME SALE PRICE: 
$890,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 8

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Tim McGuire
Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Pleasanton
tmcguire@apr.com
TimMcguire.net
925.895.9950 
BRE #1349446
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Beyond Full Service A Concierge  
Approach To Real Estate
www.Tim McGuire.net
925.462.SOLD (7653)

Erika Vieler
Realtor®/Associate

925.201.8308
EVieler@apr.com

Tim McGuire
Realtor®/Leader

925.895.9950
TMcGuire@apr.com

Karen Carmichael
Client Services

Wood Meadows Home

SOL
D

Wood Meadows Home

SOL
D “

“

”

”

• Neighborhood specialist for over 15 years

• 18 years of experience selling residential Real Estate

• Over 300 Million Dollars in sold transactions

• Proven marketing strategies to ensure top dollar and induce multiple offers

• Skilled negotiator with an MBA and Certified Residential Specialist CRS designation

• Concierge services including a team of professionals to ready your home for market 
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Birdland

B
irdland, appropriately titled for its 
streets named after bird species, 
is nested in a centralized area of 

Pleasanton bordered by Valley Avenue 
to the south, Santa Rita Road to the east, 
Hopyard Road to the west and the Ken 
Mercer Pleasanton Sports Park to the north.

The tree-lined streets of Birdland consist 
mostly of single-story ranch homes and 
two-story colonials. Historically, the area 
was used as farmland and was developed 
into the suburban haven that exists today 
when the first homes were built on the land 
in 1968. 

Dave Rusconi and his wife Sandra moved 
to Birdland about a year and a half ago from 
the Peninsula. The Rusconis have three 
school-aged children and were originally 
attracted to Pleasanton because of the 
schools. Upon arriving to the city, they 
soon became also fond of the “tight-knit” 
community within Birdland, they said.   

“Without question, everyone wants to 
preserve the community feel and there is a 
great sense of interaction while not being 
overbearing,” Rusconi said. 

Residents of Birdland don’t need to travel 
far from home to run errands, shop or grab 
a bite to eat. Mission Plaza, which includes 
several casual dining restaurants, a day 

spa and a one-stop shop for packing and 
shipping, is situated near Birdland, as well 
as Amador Center, which offers a Safeway  
grocery store, pharmacy, dry cleaners and 
several eateries. 

“We love that there’s 12 years of 
schools within walking distance, great 
food shopping at Gene’s Fine Foods or 
downtown, and Main St. Meat & Fish is a 
great option for a full-service butcher shop. 
Peet’s Coffee & Tea is also close by and a 
great place for coffee and to meet folks from 
the neighborhood,” Rusconi added.   

Also in Birdland, Woodthrush Park is a 
great place to take the family dog for a walk 
or play a game of catch with neighborhood 
friends. Ken Mercer Pleasanton Sports Park 
is also near Birdland and offers a skateboard 
park, soccer fields, baseball diamonds, tot 
play area and spaces for picnicking among 
other amenities. 

Walnut Grove Elementary School, a 2014 
California Distinguished School, Harvest 
Park Middle School and Amador Valley 
High School are the three schools within 
walking distance of Birdland. Families 
with school-aged children can enjoy the 
convenience of education and recreation 
significantly close to home. 

— Cierra Bailey, Pleasanton Weekly Staff

FACTS
FIRE STATION: Station No. 3, 3200 
Santa Rita Road 
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Woodthrush, Ken Mercer 
Pleasanton Sports Park
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Walnut Grove 
Elementary, Harvest Park Middle,  
Amador Valley High 
SHOPPING: Hopyard Village Shopping 
Center, Amador Center, Mission Plaza/
Valley Plaza
MEDIAN 2014 HOME SALE PRICE: 
$910,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 25
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NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Tim McGuire
Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Pleasanton
tmcguire@apr.com
TimMcguire.net
925.895.9950 
BRE #1349446
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Beyond Full Service A Concierge  
Approach To Real Estate
www.Tim McGuire.net
925.462.SOLD (7653)

Erika Vieler
Realtor®/Associate

925.201.8308
EVieler@apr.com

Tim McGuire
Realtor®/Leader

925.895.9950
TMcGuire@apr.com

Karen Carmichael
Client Services

The Meadowbrook Model in Birdland
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Heather Spring Model in Birdland

SOL
D “

“

”

”
My family was relocating and I had already started my new job 

several hours away. Tim worked with our family to ready the 

home for sale, select a competitive price and market the home. 

We relied on his knowledge and expertise as well as his team 

of landscapers, painters, plumbers, stagers, etc, to get the 

best result in our sale. It truly is concierge service. On top of 

everything, Tim is so professional and pleasant to deal with that 

the whole process was painless. Tim was great to work with.

–Dan and Rise Donlon, Skylark Way

Tim’s team handled our home sale almost entirely by remote 

control. We found a new home in another state while on 

vacation and contacted Tim. He electronically arranged our 

selling process and had a buyer under contract within 45 

days without us ever returning home. In our mind, that is 

–Jim/Susan Bumgarner-Rave

• #1 in closed sales in Birdland/Pleasanton Valley

• Neighborhood specialist for over 15 years

• Consistently receive multiple offers on over 97% of my listings

• My listings sell on average in less than 7 days

• 18 years’ experience in residential real estate sales

• Concierge services including a team of Contractors to ready your home for market
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Bridle Creek / Sycamore Heights

“
It tends to be quieter, so you get a 
somewhat country feel right in the 
middle of things,” Dana Michael 

Ritter said of the Bridle Creek / Sycamore 
Heights neighborhood. “It is very open, so 
the views of the stars and sky is amazing. 
And of course, the views of the ridge are 
phenomenal.”

The view and the space are no accident. 
Bridle Creek and Sycamore Heights are 
situated in what used to be Pleasanton’s 
ranch and rural area, and well spaced out 
for plenty of privacy for each home. The 
neighborhood is full of luxury homes and 
located on the south side of Pleasanton.

Bridle Creek was built by Greenbriar 
homes between 2000 and 2003, with 3,200- 
to 4,400-square-foot homes and lots up to 
half an acre. Sycamore Heights was started 
in 2004 by Summerhill Development, and 
boasts homes of 3,000 to 5,000 square feet 
and up to half-acre lots. 

“The Bridle Creek and Sycamore 
Heights neighborhoods are relatively 
newer neighborhoods, with excellent, very 
convenient locations and as a result are very 
desirable,” said Realtor Blaise Lofland. 

Nearby to the neighborhood are excellent 
schools, including Hearst Elementary 
School and Pleasanton Middle. Teens living 

in the community go to Foothill High 
School. Private schools Quarry Lane and 
Stratford Schools are conveniently close 
by. For commuters, there is close access to 
I-680 and BART. The neighborhood feels 
secluded, but manages to be convenient to 
everything Pleasanton has to offer.

Downtown’s Main Street is only a short 
walk away for shopping, dining, and music 
for a lovely night out. The Sycamore Creek 
walking path within the community is 
available for beautiful strolls. One of the 
favorite attractions, especially for children, is 
the proximity to Mission Hills Park, home to 
the giant slide, swings, two playgrounds, and 
a huge amount of space to play and enjoy the 
outdoors. For other types of play, Castlewood 
Country Club and Callippe Preserve Golf 
Course are less than 10 minutes away, and 
Stoneridge Mall is a quick trip.

The quiet beauty, luxurious homes and 
convenient location are evidently hard to 
resist.

“We were original owners and have come 
back,” Ritter said. “We bought a home 
here in 2000, moved and then came back 
and bought a different home in 2014. We 
love the quality of the homes and also the 
location.”

— Sierra Rhodes, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
LIBRARY: Downtown branch,  
400 Old Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Mission Hills Park
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Hearst Elementary, 
Pleasanton Middle, Foothill High
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Quarry Lane, 
Stratford
SHOPPING: Oak Hills Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2014 HOME SALE PRICE: 
$1,646,750
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 10

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Blaise Lofland
Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Pleasanton
blofland@apr.com
BlaiseLofland.com
925.846.6500 
BRE #00882113 
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CALL BLAISE TODAY

•  As a full time Realtor in Pleasanton for 29 years, Blaise Lofland has closed 
over 1/2 Billion in Residential Real Estate in the Tri-Valley Area.

•  Recognized for integrity and earning the trust of clients, over 75% of his 
business is REPEAT and REFERRAL.

•  Whether a first time home buyer, family or investor, Blaise helps his clients 
maximize their buying and selling potential by providing the facts to make 
well-informed decisions. 

•  Blaise has assembled a strong, knowledgeable team including 2 licensed 
agents: Marti Gilbert and Amanda Bowen, and office manager Kelly McKaig; 
all working with you for the best Real Estate experience.  

•  Known for genuine concern, follow-through and a straightforward down to 
earth approach, we provide buyers and sellers with professional real estate 
services in a timely manner.

•  With solid negotiation skills, a professional reputation, high ethical 
standards, extensive market knowledge and inventory awareness, Blaise 
and his Group have established strong relationships within the industry, and 
earned the respect of clients and colleagues alike.

“Our goal is to be a reliable partner using open and clear communication, always 
keeping your best interests in mind while providing a smooth and seamless transaction.”

BlaiseLofland.com    925.846.6500    BLofland@apr.com

Experience the difference

Blaise Lofland Real Estate Group

For Your Buying and Selling Real Estate Needs



12 | Pleasanton Weekly | Our Neighborhoods

Country Fair

“
My family and I moved to Country 
Fair a year and a half ago,” said Molly 
Falcione. “We never knew what we 

were missing out on! The neighborhood is 
beautiful, friendly and has a prime location. 
It is an oasis within a fantastic city, and we 
could not be happier!” 

“Oasis” is the perfect word for 
Country Fair. Situated just south of 
Valley Avenue and Hopyard Road in the 
heart of Pleasanton, Country Fair is a 
small and delightful neighborhood with 
private courts and winding streets. The 
contemporary-style homes were built in 
phases between 1983 and 1993, and most 
have been updated at least on the inside. 
The homes have five different models, 
ranging from 2,200 to 3,200 square feet, 
and the lot sizes are between at least a 
quarter acre and some are as large as a half 
acre.

“This neighborhood is great because it’s 
centrally located, the homes have large lots, 
and the neighborhood consists of many 
young families and excellent schools,” said 
Realtor Emily Barraclough.

The focal point of this serene 
neighborhood is nature, with hundreds of 
redwood trees that stand over 35 feet high, 
views of Pleasanton Ridge, and access 

to a number of parks. Pleasanton Tennis 
and Community Park spans 15 acres 
with city-maintained tennis, volleyball 
and basketball courts and areas for the 
younger children to play. Also tucked 
into the neighborhood is Hansen Park, 
a six-acre park with basketball courts, 
play areas for children, barbecue pits and 
picnic tables. 

“Country Fair is the epitome of family 
friendly and fun!” resident Stephanie 
Schieder said. “It’s centrally located, well 
kept, and the people living here are the best 
friends and neighbors you could ask for.” 

Country Fair’s location adds to the 
neighborhood’s appeal. It’s close to 
downtown and shopping centers like 
Hopyard Village, Gene’s Fine Foods, and 
even Stoneridge Shopping Center. For 
commuters, the BART and ACE train 
stations are fairly close.

This neighborhood is more than a group 
of houses. Residents describe it as a  closely-
knit community. 

“All of the neighbors are so friendly,” 
said Jen DuPratt Skinner. “We instantly 
made friends with so many families when 
we moved in. It really is a wonderful 
neighborhood.” 

— Sierra Rhodes, Pleasanton Weekly staff

FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 3200 Santa Rita 
Road
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Pleasanton Tennis & Community 
Park, Del Prado Park, Hansen Park, Ken 
Mercer Sports Park
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Walnut Grove 
Elementary School, Harvest Park Middle 
School, Amador Valley High School
SHOPPING: Hopyard Village Shopping 
Center, Val Vista Shopping Center, Main 
Street, Gene’s Fine Foods shopping center
MEDIAN 2014 HOME PRICE: 
$1,345,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 2

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Emily Barraclough 
Esther McClay
Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Pleasanton
emilyb@apr.com
925hometeam.com
925.895.7253 
BRE #01479356 
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Why Hire Emily and Esther as Your Real Estate Professionals?
Neighborhood specialists with extensive knowledge of market trends, property pricing, and micro-economics 
of Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin, San Ramon and Danville.

East Bay Residents for the past 20 years with detailed knowledge of neighborhoods, recreation,  
transportation, commute patterns, cultural and community activities. They are both well connected with  
the local schools; Emily’s children attend Walnut Grove and will attend Harvest Park and Amador High.   
Esther’s children attended Lydiksen, Pleasanton Middle and Foothill. 

Seasoned professionals with a track record of success – Emily and Esther continue to have a great track 
record throughout the years and were ranked as top agents at the Alain Pinel Pleasanton/Livermore 
office.

You are in great hands – Emily and Esther will work hard for you, the client, and represent you with  
integrity and skill.  They are resourceful, diligent, loyal and truthful to you. They have excellent 
communication skills and keep you, the client, updated and informed every step in the process.

Time tested marketing strategy that works in ALL markets.

Proven negotiation skills for Buyers and Sellers.

More than 90% of Emily and Esther’s business comes from referrals or past clients as a direct result of their 
exceptional level of service and dedication.

Two full time Real Estate Professionals working on your behalf.  

Members of the California and National Association of REALTORS.

Cal l  us  today for  any of  your  Real  Estate  Needs!

Emily Barraclough
REALTOR®

emilyb@apr.com
(925) 895-7253
BRE# 01479356

Esther McClay
REALTOR®

emcclay@apr.com
(925) 519-5025

BRE# 01872528

www.925hometeam.com
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Foothill Knolls

F
oothill Knolls is a small, secluded 
neighborhood tucked away on the 
west side of Pleasanton, just off of 

Foothill Road.
The private community of 89 houses 

consists mostly of one-story ranch-style and 
two-story homes. The lot sizes range from 
a quarter to a third of an acre. The large 
homes, mature landscaping, massive trees 
and wide roads provide a country charm to 
Foothill Knolls, which was built by the Falcon 
Development Company in the mid 1980s.

When Janette Peterson and her family 
moved to Pleasanton about nine years ago 
from Oregon, she said they were unaware 
of how sought after the homes in Foothill 
Knolls are and how community-oriented 
the neighborhood is.

The Petersons weren’t well acquainted 
with Northern California prior to moving 
to Pleasanton. They were delighted their 
three children were immediately welcomed 
by the other children in Foothill Knolls, 
and they quickly fell in love with their new 
environment.

“When we were moving, we promised our 
kids a pool, so we only looked at houses with 
pools,” Peterson  said. “Luckily, we moved to 
Foothill Knolls in the summer time and we 
were able to host kids and guests over right 
away and get to know everyone.”

All of the residents in Foothill Knolls 
are members of the very active and social 
homeowners’ association.  An annual 

Easter egg hunt, a luminaria on Christmas 
Eve, a holiday party, movie nights in the 
park and block parties are just a few of the 
well-attended annual events hosted by the 
association. 

“The Christmas Eve luminaria is 
beautiful and really brings everyone in the 
community together. The kids love going 
out and filling the little bags with sand and 
candles and distributing them throughout 
the neighborhood,” Peterson said. “People 
actually come out from other places just to 
see the luminaries.”

“They have one of the strongest HOAs, 
and its incredibly organized and social,” 
said Realtor Julia Murtagh. “The houses 
are situated on large lots with attractive 
exteriors, and there’s a great park for 
gatherings. Foothill Knolls is a very special 
and unique neighborhood.”

Meadowlark Park, which is shared among 
residents from Foothill Knolls and Laguna 
Oaks neighborhoods, is nearly five acres 
of land equipped with basketball courts, 
picnic and barbecue areas, volleyball courts 
and separate play areas for tots and older 
children.

Children living in Foothill Knolls attend 
Lydiksen Elementary School, Hart Middle 
School and Foothill High School, which 
are all just a short drive outside of the 
neighborhood.

The entrance to the quaint community 
from Foothill Road also provides easy 

access to Interstates 580 and 680 as well as 
to several local shopping areas including 
Stoneridge Mall and Pleasanton’s vibrant 
Downtown.

— Cierra Bailey, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
FIRE STATION: Station No. 4, 1600 Oak 
Vista Parkway
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Meadowlark Park
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Lydiksen 
Elementary, Hart
Middle, Foothill High
SHOPPING: Bernal Plaza, Val Vista 
Shopping Center,
Hopyard Village Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2014 HOME PRICE: 
$1,514,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 2

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Julia Murtagh
Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Pleasanton
jmurtagh@apr.com 
JuliaMurtagh.com
925.997.2411
BRE #01751854 
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Helping Sellers and Buyers  
in the Tri-Valley

925.997.2411
jmurtagh@apr.com
JuliaMurtagh.com

CalBRE #01751854

Bringing  
Integrity to  
Your Front  

Door

See reviews of Julia on

2014 Pinnacle  
Award Winner 

with over 24 million in  
sales for the year.

“We sold a home and purchased a home in Pleasanton with Julia’s 
help. We’ve moved around the country a lot and have worked with 
many agents in the past. Julia is amongst the top agents we’ve worked 
with, and we would actively prefer her in future home buying 
decisions in this area. What’s important to mention beyond what the 

details of the late stages of a deal, and provides creative options in 
unconventional situations. We cannot recommend Julia enough.”

—Clara Jeronimo 
Recently Sold - 7863 Foothill Knolls Drive

“We recently bought a home in Pleasanton with Julia’s help. She 
shined in several areas that were very important for us:

1. She very quickly understood the type, size and quality house we 
were looking for and showed us houses that were appropriate in a 
relatively concise band.

2. Her combination of being respected in this area, knowing what’s 
coming on the market, and her negotiating skills helped us negotiate 
a very competitive bidding situation and get the house we wanted. 

3. Her local area knowledge was above and beyond. She had really 
detailed contacts, opinions and advice that was really helpful and 
made our transition to the area much easier. 

4. She was super on the whole process of purchasing under 
challenging timelines. We were selling our old place, trying to buy 
this one in Pleasanton and the timing came down to closing and 

calmly, professionally and ensuring the details happened as needed. 

5. Fun to work with! 

6. A great balance of professional, responsive, knowledgeable and 
great to work with.”

—Ed Mobraaten

FOOTHILL KNOLLS
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Highland Oaks / North Muirwood

M
ore than two decades ago when 
Barb Correia and her husband 
moved into their Highland 

Oaks home, they considered it their 
“starter home” and intended to move 
to a larger house at a later time. As they 
began building their life in the quaint, 
community-driven neighborhood they 
realized they couldn’t imagine themselves 
living anywhere else. 

“We moved to Highland Oaks 22 years 
ago from San Leandro,” said Correia. “We 
love it here! Block parties, holiday light 
celebrations, tons of gatherings at the pool 
... impromptu pizza, Memorial Day and 
Labor Day barbecues, Easter egg hunts, 
swim team. Twenty-two years of friends, 
food, support and love! Highland Oaks is 
the best.”

The Highland Oaks neighborhood is 
located on the west side of Pleasanton 
against the rolling hills, which add a rustic, 
woodsy element to the area. Adjacent to 
Highland Oaks is North Muirwood, which 
enjoys the same views and setting. 

The homes in Highland Oaks were built 
between 1965 and 1969 and range in size 
from 1,300 to 2,000 square feet. The lot sizes 
in the area average about 7,000 square feet. 

“This neighborhood has a great 
community park close by,” said Realtor 
Esther McClay. “It’s close to Stoneridge Mall 
and has easy access for commuters and 
excellent schools.”

A community pool and cabana club are 
available to residents of Highland Oaks, as 
well as the 13.9-acre Muirwood Community 
Park, which offers multiple play structures 
for children and tots, tennis courts, a 
basketball court, dog park and walking path. 
Oakhill Park is another youth play area 
located behind Foothill High School. 

“I chose Highland Oaks for three 
reasons — Location, location, location! The 
elementary and high school are top notch 
and within walking distance,” said resident 
Elizabeth Kang McKinney. “There is a large 
multipurpose park three blocks away; we’ve 
had picnics there. And the dog park is a 
huge bonus!” 

Lydiksen Elementary and Foothill High 
schools are within the boundaries of the 
adjoining neighborhoods and Hart Middle 
School is a short drive or bike ride away. 

Both neighborhoods are also in close 
proximity to Lucky’s supermarket as well as 
many Pleasanton eateries and Stoneridge 
Mall with 165 stores and restaurants. 
Frequent travelers and commuters will 
find close access from Highland Oaks/N. 
Muirwood to Interstates 580 and 680 and 
the West Pleasanton/Dublin BART station.

“Everything from the mall to the grocery 
store are just outside our neighborhood, 
but it maintains the quiet and peaceful 
environment we were looking for,” 
McKinney said. 

— Cierra Bailey, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
FIRE STATION:  Station No. 4, 1600 Oak 
Vista Parkway 
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Muirwood Community Park, 
Oakhill Park 
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Lydiksen Elementary 
School, Hart Middle School, Foothill High 
School 
SHOPPING: Stoneridge Mall, Val Vista 
Shopping Center 
MEDIAN 2014 HOME SALE PRICE: 
$867,250
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 26
MEDIAN 2014 CONDO SALE PRICE: 
$647,500
CONDOS SOLD IN 2014: 27

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Esther McClay 
Emily Barraclough
Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Pleasanton
EMcClay@apr.com 
925hometeam.com
925.519.5025
BRE #01872528McClay
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Why Hire Emily and Esther as Your Real Estate Professionals?
Neighborhood specialists with extensive knowledge of market trends, property pricing, and micro-economics 
of Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin, San Ramon and Danville.

East Bay Residents for the past 20 years with detailed knowledge of neighborhoods, recreation,  
transportation, commute patterns, cultural and community activities. They are both well connected with  
the local schools; Emily’s children attend Walnut Grove and will attend Harvest Park and Amador High.   
Esther’s children attended Lydiksen, Pleasanton Middle and Foothill. 

Seasoned professionals with a track record of success – Emily and Esther continue to have a great track 
record throughout the years and were ranked as top agents at the Alain Pinel Pleasanton/Livermore 
office.

You are in great hands – Emily and Esther will work hard for you, the client, and represent you with  
integrity and skill.  They are resourceful, diligent, loyal and truthful to you. They have excellent 
communication skills and keep you, the client, updated and informed every step in the process.

Time tested marketing strategy that works in ALL markets.

Proven negotiation skills for Buyers and Sellers.

More than 90% of Emily and Esther’s business comes from referrals or past clients as a direct result of their 
exceptional level of service and dedication.

Two full time Real Estate Professionals working on your behalf.  

Members of the California and National Association of REALTORS.

Cal l  us  today for  any of  your  Real  Estate  Needs!

Emily Barraclough
REALTOR®

emilyb@apr.com
(925) 895-7253
BRE# 01479356

Esther McClay
REALTOR®

emcclay@apr.com
(925) 519-5025

BRE# 01872528

www.925hometeam.com
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Laguna Oaks

N
estled against the Pleasasnton 
Ridge on the west side of the city, 
Laguna Oaks is a secluded, family-

friendly community that offers picturesque 
views outside the windows of its homes 
and park-like common areas outside of its 
front yards.

“We love the large back yard, the 
fact that our kids can walk to school, 
and the neighborhood is very close to 
freeway access,” said Pleasanton Planning 
Commissioner Herb Ritter, who moved to 
Laguna Oaks in 2008.

Laguna Oaks is made up of 161 houses 
ranging in size between 3,100 to 4,500 
square feet,  with lot sizes between a quarter 
and a half acre. The first homes went on sale 
in 1995 offering a choice of five models — 
each with four to six bedrooms, large family 
rooms, bonus rooms, home offices and big 
yards — all constructed on large lots around 
a series of cul-de-sacs.

“We have a great community with our 
own Facebook page to communicate with 
each other,” Ritter said. “We also have 
an excellent crime watch program with 
neighborhood surveillance cameras and 
one at the entrance to help discourage 

criminals.”
A homeowner’s association, governed 

by a board of directors elected by the 
residents, furthers the sense of community 
among the residents.  

“Laguna Oaks is a resort-style 
community wth walking trails, a 
community pool, tennis and basketball 
courts and a city park,” said Realtor Cindy 
Gee. “New homeowners will feel very 
welcome moving to Laguna Oaks. It’s a 
very community-oriented neighborhood.”

Meadowlark Park, a social hub within 
the community,  is shared among residents 
from Foothill Knolls and Laguna Oaks 
neighborhoods. The nearly five-acre park 
is equipped with basketball courts, picnic 
and barbecue areas, volleyball courts 
and separate play areas for tots and older 
children.

Although the community is separated 
from the rest of Pleasanton by Interstate 
680, it’s just minutes away from 
neighborhood schools and shopping 
centers. Children living in Laguna Oaks  
attend Lydiksen Elementary, Hart Middle 
School, and Foothill High School.

— Cierra Bailey, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
FIRE STATION: Station No. 4, 1600 Oak 
Vista Parkway
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Meadowlark Park, Augustin 
Bernal Park, Pleasanton Ridge Regional 
Park
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Lydiksen Elementary 
School, Hart Middle School, Foothill High
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Valley Christian 
School
SHOPPING: Koll Center Parkway, 
Pleasanton Gateway Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2014 HOME SALE PRICE: 
$1,400,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 3

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR
Cindy Gee
Better Homes & Gardens 
Tri-Valley Realty, 
Pleasanton
bhghome.com/CindyGee
Cindy.Gee@bhghome.com 
925.963.1984 
BRE #01307919 
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Realtor/Notary 
GRI, BRE #01307919

Resort Style Living at It’s Best

SOLD
SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD
SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD
SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

                           Luxury 
Residential Specialist
Top Producing

925-963-1984

Call CINDY  925-963-1984 for more information regarding LAGUNA OAKS  
and other areas of Pleasanton, Livermore, Dublin, San Ramon and Danville.

Making it Happen for you in Laguna Oaks!

Laguna Oaks is a beautiful secluded, established community of 161 homes nestling on the edge of the Pleasanton Ridge including a Community 

Pool, Tennis & Basketball courts, walking trails, parks, & is walking distance to shopping. Award winning schools, easy access to Bart, Ace train, 

and freeways. Historic Main Street Pleasanton is nearby with its quaint shops and many fi ne restaurants. Laguna Oaks is a wonderful place to live!

CINDY GEE:

Cindy Gee is the 
REALTOR OF CHOICE 

for the Laguna Oaks Community 
of Pleasanton. 

2700 Lylewood Dr., Corner of Bernal/Foothill Rd., Westside!

CINDY Gee is the REALTOR OF CHOICE  FOR LAGUNA OAKS AND PLEASANTON. She is a TOP PRODUCER for Better Homes 
and Gardens and her over 14 years of experience has helped her guide Buyers and Sellers to make the right decision! 

cindy.gee@bhghome.com    www.bhghome.com/CindyGee

COMMUNITY  POOL

COMMUNITY PARK/TENNIS

Pleasanton

LagunaOaks
CindyGee
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Pleasanton Heights

P
leasanton Heights is a lovely, 
serene neighborhood full of well-
maintained homes with beautiful 

landscaping and large trees lining every 
street. A bit of elevation and some gentle 
hills create a perfect surroundings for 
these homes. Built in the late 1950s 
through the 1970s, many of these homes 
have been remodeled and updated and 
have been lovingly cared for over the 
years. Some homes date back 100 years 
or more, and a few all the way back to 
the 1890s. The houses range in size from 
1,200 to 2,200 square feet, with average lot 
sizes of 6,000 to 10,000 square feet. In this 
highly sought-after neighborhood, homes 
sell for the highest price per square foot in 
Pleasanton, according to Realtors DeAnna 
Armario and Liz Venema. 

“Our listing at 4681 Third Street 
(pictured below) sold for a neighborhood 
record sales price of $1,906,000 in 
September 2014,” Armario said. 
“Pleasanton Heights is a wonderful 
neighborhood with a great proximity to all 
the downtown events,” said  Venema. “In 
the summer you can hear the Concerts in 
the Park from your front porch and walk to 

dinner on a warm summer evening.” 
Bordered by First Street to the west, 

Bernal Avenue to the south and east, and 
Kottinger Drive on the north, Pleasanton 
Heights is located in easy walking distance 
to downtown Pleasanton. It’s also close to 
Valley View Elementary School, Busy Bees 
Preschool, Pleasanton Middle School and 
Amador Valley High School. 

“The people are friendly and the 
sense of community is still alive in this 
neighborhood of homes that have such 
great character and charm,” said Armario. 
“All three schools are walking distance,” 
said Venema. “In the morning you will see 
a parade of children walking together to 
school as well as in the afternoon on their 
way home.”

Also nearby is New Leaf Community 
Market in the Vintage Hills Shopping 
Plaza. Nestled in the neighborhood are also 
Kottinger Community Park, with beautiful 
walking paths and vast expanses of grass to 
play on, and McKinley Park, a large park 
with picnic tables and English Oak trees that 
were imported from England, a gift from the 
Pleasanton Women’s Club in 1898. 

— Sierra Rhodes, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Kottinger Community Park, 
McKinley Park
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Valley View 
Elementary, Pleasanton Middle, Amador 
Valley High
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Busy Bees Preschool
SHOPPING: New Leaf Community 
Market
MEDIAN 2014 HOME PRICE: 
$1,012,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 40

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Keller Williams 
Tri-Valley Realty
DeAnna@ 
ArmarioHomes.com
Liz@VenemaHomes.com
ArmarioVenema 
Homes.com
DeAnna: 925.260.2220 
Liz: 925.413.5644
BRE #01363180  
& 01922957

DeAnna Armario 
Liz Venema
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Visit their website at ArmarioVenemaHomes.com  
to read testimonials from their happy clients!

DeAnna Armario and Liz Venema of 
Armario Venema Homes Are the #1 Top 

Producing Team in Sales and Volume  
at Keller Williams Tri-Valley Realty.

They are experts in the Pleasanton Heights and Downtown 
neighborhoods as well as Ruby Hill, greater Pleasanton 

and the Tri-Valley area. And as recently published authors on 
luxury home sales, They are the Difference between Ordinary 
and Extraordinary!

DeAnna, Liz, and their Team have an office located in the 
heart of Downtown. They generated over $40 million in home 
sales last year. This year, they are on target to double that. Their 
success is based on their commitment to their clients and getting 
them top dollar for their home. Clients appreciate their energy and 
enthusiasm, coupled with their detail-oriented approach. Their talents for listening to their clients, taking action on 
their behalf, and believing in them are the qualities that make them successful. They work in tandem — one is always 
available to their clients. And their plan is tri-fold: Positioning, Marketing and Negotiation. They offer comprehensive 
listing preparation, calling on their team of professionals to present your home in the best possible condition. From 
licensed contractors to experienced inspectors and landscapers, to house cleaners and professional photographers, 

their team will assist you in listing your home with ease and 
marketing it to the widest possible audience. Having raised 
their families in the Tri-Valley, DeAnna and Liz appreciate 
the diversity of this area and have first hand knowledge of 
our top rated schools, sports leagues, and community events.

Whether you are selling or buying,  
or both, they will make your transaction  

a pleasurable, positive experience.

Armario Venema Homes Real Estate Team

Authors 
Have Sold Over 
$4 Billion 

Homes!

LUXURY HOME
SELLING MASTERY

ERICA GLESSING, Ed.

We are 
experts  
in the  
luxury 
home  
market. 
Read 
about our 
successes 
in our new 
book!
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Pleasanton Hills

“
I liked the proximity to downtown. 
It’s a very quiet neighborhood, a great 
location, yet out of the way,” Ellen 

Diethelm said of Pleasanton Hills. Indeed, 
Pleasanton Hills is near everything, but 
tucked away from the hustle and bustle of 
downtown.

Built by Falcon Development in the late 
1980s, Pleasanton Hills boasts 2,000- to 
3,200-square-foot homes with two- and 
three-car garage options and views of 
Pleasanton Ridge and downtown Pleasanton. 
Lot sizes range from 8,000 square feet to 
almost half an acre on the premium lots. 
This little hill a quarter mile from downtown 
combines luxury and convenience in 
beautiful, Victorian-inspired homes. An 
additional set of homes was later built by Ken 
Gooch, and is called Boardwalk at Pleasanton 
Hills, with 16 semi-custom homes.

A more recent transplant to the 
neighborhood, Ed Mobracten, moved with 
his wife and children to the area in 2014 
from Palo Alto. “We really liked the house 
size; not too big but quite spacious. The 
proximity to downtown and the schools is 
convenient.”

Children of the Pleasanton Hills 
neighborhood attend Hearst Elementary 

School, Pleasanton Middle School, and 
Foothill High School. Hearst Elementary 
is only a few blocks from Pleasanton Hills, 
and school children can be seen walking to 
school on a weekday morning.

“We like the town, and the schools are 
great. Our neighbors are awesome, too,” 
Mobracten added.

Some of their “neighbors” include the 
Raley’s shopping center, with Pleasanton 
Weekly’s Readers Choice winner for Best 
Breakfast, Jim’s Country Style Restaurant. 
Downtown Pleasanton is only a little further 
down the street, with Main Street shopping 
and the Farmers Market.

Just up the hill lies Mission Hills Park, a 
large, popular place for play and picnics. Kids 
can’t get enough of the famous long slide, and 
the huge amount of space to run around.

Realtor Julia Murtagh said of Pleasanton 
Hills, “I love the Pleasanton Hills 
Neighborhood. It provides a friendly 
neighborhood with Victorian inspired 
architecture, large lots, great views, and it is 
walking distance to Downtown Pleasanton, 
Farmers Market, schools and shops. This 
is one of the best neighborhoods in all of 
Pleasanton.” 

— Sierra Rhodes, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Small park in neighborhood, walk 
to Mission Hills Park
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Hearst Elementary, 
Pleasanton Middle, Foothill High 
SHOPPING: Raley’s, Main Street and 
Farmers Market
MEDIAN 2014 HOME PRICE: 
$1,217,500
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 6

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Julia Murtagh
Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Pleasanton
jmurtagh@apr.com 
JuliaMurtagh.com
925.997.2411
BRE #01751854 
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Helping Sellers and Buyers  
in the Tri-Valley

“I highly recommend Julia if you want to buy or sell. When I was looking 
for a realtor to sell my house, I wanted someone knowledgeable about 
real estate in general and my neighborhood in particular. I wanted 
someone professional who would give me good advice, but who would 
also listen to my opinions. I wanted someone I could trust and who could 
lead me through the process. Julia was all of the above. She’s an excellent 
real estate agent and a wonderful person!”

—Ellen Diethelm 
4990 Monaco Drive 

PLEASANTON HILLS
“Julia was very professional through the whole transaction. She gave 
great advice and was able to hold the deal together in a stressful 
situation. She is not only a great real estate agent, but she has become a 
great friend to me. I highly recommend Julia for any of your real estate 
needs no matter the situation.” 

—Karna Ferrey
5071 Monaco Drive

“My husband and I decided to list our home in the Pleasanton Hills 
last summer with Julia because of her extensive experience with selling 
homes in Pleasanton and, in particular, downtown Pleasanton. We were 

Throughout the sale of our home, Julia was always available to us. If 
we called or emailed her, she would respond immediately with a phone 
call, email or text, and some of these calls were very late in the evening! 
She kept us fully informed of every part of the process, was clear 
about what was expected of us in staging our home and completing 
repairs. Our open houses went smoothly, and because of her strength 

evaluate them intelligently as a group. She let us take our time and 
talked us through any confusions we had. Julia is a savvy negotiator and 
understands the market. Even now, many months after our move to the 
new home, she still checks on us to make sure we are happy.”

—Erin Robinson
4875 Dolores Drive

925.997.2411
jmurtagh@apr.com
JuliaMurtagh.com

CalBRE #01751854

Bringing  
Integrity to  
Your Front  

Door

See reviews of Julia on

2014 Pinnacle  
Award Winner 

with over 24 million in  
sales for the year.
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Pleasanton Meadows / Fairlands

P
aul and Cleo Garrett moved to 
Pleasanton Meadows in 1987 with 
their four children.

 “At that time, two of my children were 
very young so the schools in the Pleasanton 
school district were most appealing to 
us and the price of the house was very 
reasonable,” Cleo Garrett said.

After 27 years in their Pleasanton 
Meadows home, the Garretts have 
established a sense of community with 
many of their neighbors, many of whom 
are also long-time homeowners in the 
neighborhood.  

Bordered by Interstate 580 to the north, 
Staples Ranch to the east, Santa Rita Road 
to the west and West Las Positas Boulevard 
to the south, Pleasanton Meadows inhabits 
the city’s northeast corner.  The original 
homes in Pleasanton Meadows range 
in size between 1,300 and 2,500  square 
feet. Nestled within the neighborhood is 
the Pleasanton Meadows Cabana Club 
(PMCC) equipped with a community 
pool, gazebo and barbecue area and swim 
lessons are offered in the summer. The club 
also holds an annual Easter egg hunt, grand 
opening BBQ, and fall adult wine and food 
party.

“Pleasanton Meadows is the best kept 
secret in town,” said Realtor Katie Moe 
of Better Homes and Gardens Tri-
Valley Realty. “A community-oriented 

neighborhood driven by its people, schools 
and parks. You will always see a friendly 
face as you walk or bike the streets and 
paths. It’s a wonderful place to call home.”

Lisa Thordsen and her husband, 
originally from Canada, moved to 
California about 18 years ago. 

“We’ve been in Pleasanton for about 11 
years now and we love it,” Thordsen said. 
“The thing about Pleasanton is it feels 
small-town but it’s still very close to bigger 
areas,” she added.  

The Thordsens’ two children, ages 13 and 
8, are members of the Pleasanton Meadows 
Sharks swim team and have many friends 
in the neighborhood. 

“Our neighbors feel like family. 
Everybody looks out for each other and the 
kids all play outside together. I feel like my 
kids are getting a unique social experience 
here that you don’t see too much of 
anymore,” Thordsen said. 

A newer development of homes and 
townhomes is located at the far northeast 
end of the neighborhood.  The newer 
part includes a condo unit with its own 
pool. Between Fairlands and Meadows 
parks, two communal hubs within the 
neighborhood, families can find basketball 
and tennis courts, picnic areas, barbecue 
pits and play structures for tots and older 
children.

Fairlands Elementary is a part of the 

Pleasanton Meadows community, and both 
Hart and Harvest Park middle schools 
are in close proximity. Teens living in 
Pleasanton Meadows also get a choice 
between either Amador Valley or Foothill 
high schools. 

Shopping centers surround Pleasanton 
Meadows on each end including Cort 
Plaza on Pimlico Drive and Meadow Plaza 
on Santa Rita Road. Between these two 
shopping locations residents can find major 
grocery stores such as Trader Joe’s and the 
new neighborhood Walmart, gas stations, 
eateries, a home decor store and medical 
facilities, among other businesses. 

Residents of Pleasanton Meadows who 
commute have easy access to Interstate-580 
and the BART Station as well as the new 
extension of Stoneridge Drive to El Charro 
Road, which connects Pleasanton to 
Livermore. 

— Cierra Bailey, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
FIRE STATION: Station No. 3, 3200 
Santa Rita Road
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Fairlands Park, Meadows Park
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairlands 
Elementary School, Hart Middle School, 
Harvest Park Middle School, Amador 
Valley High School, Foothill High School
SHOPPING: Rose Pavilion Shopping 
Center, Meadow Plaza/Santa Rita Square, 
Cort Plaza
2014 AVERAGE HOME SALE PRICE:  
$812,336
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 41
2014 AVERAGE CONDO SALE PRICE:  
$537,466
CONDOS SOLD IN 2014: 15

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Katie Moe
Better Homes & Gardens
Tri-Valley Realty, 
Pleasanton
Katie@KatieMoe.com 
KatieMoe.com 
925.216.9083
BRE #01507863 
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Katie worked with us to sell our former house and buy our new home, and we 
couldn’t have been happier with her service. Katie is knowledgeable, professional, 

client focused and never rushed us or pushed us to make a decision we weren’t 
comfortable with. Katie lives in Pleasanton and her knowledge of neighborhoods, 
and even of potential sellers, really gave us an edge on the competition. We 
highly recommend Katie for anyone wanting to buy or sell a home in Pleasanton.  
 – Pleasanton Meadows Seller/Buyer

As an out of state seller, Katie made the sale of our house a seamless process. 
Her process for preparing our home for sale with her team of professionals 

 
  – Pleasanton Meadows Seller

Katie@KatieMoe.com

925.216.9083
www.KatieMoe.com
BRE License #01507863

Love Where You Live

Katie Moe has founded her real estate business on the  
principles of deep local knowledge, tireless advocacy and 
lasting relationships. It is these relationships that allow her 
to live and work in Pleasanton Meadows.
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Pleasanton Valley

N
estled in the middle of Pleasanton, 
Pleasanton Valley is a desirable 
neighborhood close to just about 

everything. Built by Morrison Homes 
between 1966 and 1974, Pleasanton Valley 
boasts homes of 1,400 to 2,600 square feet. 
Most lots in Pleasanton Valley are 6,000 
square feet, and a rare few nearer to 13,000 
square feet. Beautiful, mature trees line the 
streets and, with four parks nearby, there 
is more than enough nature to satisfy any 
craving for the outdoors.

The Ken Mercer Pleasanton Sports Park 
is in close proximity to the neighborhood, 
and offers huge spaces for sports and play, 
competition and fun. Woodthrush Park, 
a lovely 3.5-acre park with picnic tables, 
is located in the part of the neighborhood 
known as Birdland, located on the north 
side of Valley Avenue. The Amador Valley 
Community Park is on the corner of 
Santa Rita Road and Black Avenue, and 
can be easily accessed from deeper in the 
neighborhood as well. The final park is 
Harvest Park, located near Hopyard Road 

and Del Valle Parkway.
A small portion of the neighborhood has 

been nicknamed the “gas lamp” area, for the 
gas lamps lining the street on and around 
Black Avenue.

Pleasanton Valley has the advantage 
that children can just about walk to 
each school. Alisal Elementary, Walnut 
Grove Elementary, Harvest Park Middle 
and Amador Valley High are all within 
a 15-minute walk. Children can be 
seen making the journey to school each 
morning, using paths that cut between 
the houses and shortcuts through the Ken 
Mercer Pleasanton Sports Park.

Realtor Tim McGuire describes 
Pleasanton Valley as “ideally located, 
within walking distance to K-12 schools, 
downtown and the Aquatic Center.” 

Besides being close to schools and parks, 
it’s also a short walk to downtown, as well 
as shopping and restaurants. Tucked away 
in the center of town, Pleasanton Valley is a 
beautiful place to call home.

— Sierra Rhodes, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
LIBRARY: Downtown branch,  
400 Old Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Amador Valley Park, Walnut 
Grove Park, Harvest Park, Aquatic Center
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Alisal Elementary 
School, Walnut Grove Elementary School, 
Harvest Park Middle School, Amador 
Valley High School
SHOPPING: Mission Plaza, Amador 
Center
MEDIAN 2014 HOME SALE PRICE: 
$855,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 18

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Tim McGuire
Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Pleasanton
tmcguire@apr.com
TimMcguire.net
925.895.9950 
BRE #1349446
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Beyond Full Service A Concierge  
Approach To Real Estate
www.Tim McGuire.net
925.462.SOLD (7653)

Erika Vieler
Realtor®/Associate

925.201.8308
EVieler@apr.com

Tim McGuire
Realtor®/Leader

925.895.9950
TMcGuire@apr.com

Karen Carmichael
Client Services

The Gallery Model in Pleasanton Valley

SOL
D

The Miramar Model in Pleasanton Valley

SOL
D “

“

”

”We were really impressed with the way Tim handled the sale of 
the house. Tim took control of all the tasks involved and really 

and executed it perfectly. He handled all the arrangements, 

to anyone who wants to sell or buy a home without the stress 
and use the expertise of a highly experienced Agent!

–John Camozzi

Tim went above and beyond with helping close our recent 
home purchase. We had a few complicated situations arise 
and he was able to help us understand our options. His 
knowledge of the area and his ability to hear exactly what 
we wanted in our new home made the search less stressful 
and we found our perfect match. He has been a tremendous 
resource for us as we are new to the area and has been 
there to answer questions even after the close of our new 
home!  We are very grateful for being put in contact by a 
friend with Tim!

–Eric Hannagan

• #1 in closed sales in Birdland/Pleasanton Valley 

• Neighborhood specialist for over 15 years

• Consistently receive multiple offers on over 97% of my listings

• My listings sell on average in less than 7 days

• 18 years’ experience in residential real estate sales

• Concierge services including a team of Contractors to ready your home for market 
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Ruby Hill

W
hen Dr. Robert Gray and his wife 
decided to move their daughters 
into the Pleasanton school district 

four years ago, they sought out a home in 
the gated community of Ruby Hill. 

Gray, a facial plastic surgeon who 
practices in Pleasanton, said he and 
his family enjoy their spacious yard 
and the walking trails throughout their 
neighborhood, as well as the fun activities 
held at the community clubhouse. 

“We have our dream home and we’re very 
delighted with it,” Gray said.

Since its debut in 1992, Ruby Hill has 
been one of Pleasanton’s most exclusive 
communities. The upscale neighborhood 
consists of custom built homes of various 
architectural styles including Italian, 
Mediterranean, Craftsman and French 
Country, as well as three areas of tract and 
semi-custom homes built by Signature 
Properties.  

Most custom homes in Ruby Hill have 
three, four or more garage spaces, and lot 
sizes range from a half-acre to an acre.  
Amenities available to Ruby Hill residents 
include a 24-hour privately guarded and 
gated entrance, community center with a 
pool, tennis courts, sports fields, a basketball 
court and open space parks and trails. 

The 225-acre Ruby Hill Golf Course, 
designed by golf legend Jack Nicklaus, winds 
through the center of the community and 

offers individual and family memberships. 
Along with golf, the club offers other athletic 
and social opportunities such as tennis, 
swimming and weekly themed dinners. 

“There’s nothing like Ruby Hill in the East 
Bay,” said  Donna Garrison of the Fabulous 
Properties real estate team. 

Ruby Hill students attend Pleasanton 
schools, such as nearby Vintage Hills and 
Valley View elementary schools.

Ruby Hill’s convenient location on the 
border of two cities allows for residents to 
experience the best of two worlds and take 
advantage of all the abundant dining and 
shopping from Livermore’s new Premium 
Outlets to Pleasanton’s Stoneridge Mall. The 
Livermore Wine Country and downtown 
Livermore are also nearby options.

“Ruby Hill is a beautiful neighborhood 
with gorgeous homes and landscaping, as 
well as beautifully maintained common 
area landscaping and the breathtaking Jack 
Nicklaus-designed golf course and so much 
more,” said Realtor Susan Schall of the 
Fabulous Properties team. 

“There is a great sense of community with 
the two swim teams, the social activities and 
fun based around the Ruby Hill Golf Club,” 
continued Garrison. “I have lived here with 
my family since 1996 and have seen it grow 
and improve in beauty. It’s a very family-
oriented neighborhood.”

— Cierra Bailey, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
FIRE STATION: Station No. 5, 1200 
Machado Place 
LIBRARY:  Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave. 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  
Ruby Hill Homeowners Association
POST OFFICE:  4300 Black Ave.
PARKS:  Ruby Hill Community Park, 
Shadow Cliffs Regional Park
PUBLIC SCHOOLS:  Vintage Hills 
Elementary, Valley View Elementary,
Pleasanton Middle, Amador Valley High 
SHOPPING:  Rubino Center, Oak Hills 
Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2014 HOME PRICE:  
$2,066,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014:  45

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Fabulous Properties
Venture | Sotheby’s 
International Realty, 
Pleasanton
ddgarrison@comcast.net
sschall@comcast.net
FabulousProperties.net
Garrison 925.980.0278
Schall  925.519.8226
BRE #01735040,  
01713497, 01964566

Donna Garrison  
and Susan Schall
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7795 Cedar Mountain Rd, Livermore
7 Bd., 6 Ba., Exceptional custom home 
with producing vineyards, on 16.2 acres 
in the Livermore Wine Country
Offered at $3,950,000

LIVE AMONG THE WINEMAKERS

1279 Lozano Court, Ruby Hill

millwork, gourmet kitchen and 
traditional styling. Resort styled yard.
Offered at $2,425,000

PENDING

3558 Crespi Court, Kottinger Ranch
Entertainer’s dream on .88 acre with 
panoramic views and resort styled yard. 

Offered at $2,150,000

NEW PRICE

551 Montori Court, Ruby Hill
4 Bd, 3Ba, 2680 sq. ft. in desirable 
Premia. Private Yard. 

Offered at $1,299,000

PENDING

We Rock Ruby Hill...and Pleasanton, Livermore and the whole Tri-Valley!
Specializing in Ruby Hill, Pleasanton, Livermore and the entire Tri-Valley, we offer extensive networking,  

advanced international exposure, local market intelligence, personalized service and exceptional negotiation.  
Call us for a private discussion on your next home sale or purchase.

FABULOUS PROPERTIES
D O N N A  G A R R I S O N  |  S U S A N  S C H A L L

Visit FabulousProperties.net

 

D edicated to the extraordinary. The exceptional. The unique.

DONNA GARRISON | SUSAN SCHALL 

|

– Ruby Hill Seller

– Ruby Hill Buyer

2014

Thanks for voting us 
Pleasanton’s  

Best Real Estate Team 
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Stoneridge

T
erry Kolon moved to Pleasanton 
11 years ago with her husband, Vas 
Kolon, when they were getting ready 

to have their first child. 
“I moved to Pleasanton for the schools,” 

Kolon said. “I wanted the best for my kids.”
The Kolons moved into the Stoneridge 

neighborhood and have been there ever 
since.

“I love the parks and the sense 
of community,” Kolon said of her 
neighborhood. “We do things together.”

Stoneridge is tucked against the hills of the 
west side of Pleasanton. Built by Stoneson 
Development between 1969 and 1975, it is 
one of the most mature neighborhoods in 
Pleasanton, with homes from 1,300 to 2,500 
square feet and lot sizes of approximately 
8,000 square feet. Stoneridge features some 
of the most popular single-story floor 
plans in Pleasanton, and is close to some 
of Pleasanton’s excellent schools, including 
Lydiksen Elementary School, Hart Middle 
School and Foothill High School.

“Nestled at the base of Pleasanton Ridge, 
it’s a family friendly neighborhood,” Realtor 
Louise Davis said. “Close to the mall, BART, 
medical, freeway, but secluded. It’s a private 
residential neighborhood with great schools 
and fabulous parks.” 

Stoneridge lies a very short distance from 
Interstate 580 and 680 freeways, BART and 
ACE train stations, and an even shorter 
jaunt to the Stoneridge Mall. 

Resident John Keane said, “My wife Sue 
and I have lived here for 39 years. We’ve 
seen lots happen over the years. We were 
here before the mall and the business park, 
and it’s only grown nicer over the years.” 

In fact, when the Keanes chose to 
downsize several years ago, they remained 
in the Stoneridge neighborhood. “It has so 
many beautiful areas, and it’s convenient to 
everything.”

It’s not only convenient to transportation 
and shopping, there are a number of 
outdoor activities nearby. Muirwood 
Community Park spans 13.9 acres of land 
with sports fields, tennis courts, basketball 
courts, picnic tables, barbeque pits and 
more. Moller Park is seven acres and has a 
nice walking path, picnic tables, barbeque 
pits, and an area for younger children 
to play. Pleasanton Ridge is only a short 
distance away, with hiking trails all along 
the beautiful hills of west Pleasanton.

Residents of this charming community 
aptly describe it as everything you want in a 
Pleasanton Home.

— Sierra Rhodes, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
FIRE STATION: Station No. 2,  
6300 Stoneridge Mall Road 
LIBRARY: Downtown branch,  
400 Old Bernal Ave. 
PARKS: Moller Park, Muirwood Park, 
Pleasanton Ridge hiking trails
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Lydiksen Elementary 
School, Hart Middle School, Foothill High 
School
SHOPPING: Stoneridge Mall
MEDIAN 2014 HOME PRICE: $941,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 14
MEDIAN 2014 CONDO PRICE: 
$647,500
CONDOS SOLD IN 2014: 26

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR
Louise Davis
Venture | Sotheby’s 
International Realty, 
Pleasanton
louise@louisedavis.com
LouiseDavis.com
925.200.2457 
BRE #00551850 
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E xperience, R eputation, K nowledge

Louise Davis
Broker Associate, CA Lic. #00551850

925.200.2457
louise@louisedavis.com
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Willow West / The Gates

L
ocated near the heart of Pleasanton, 
Willow West is a neighborhood of 
mostly single-level homes with classic 

charm and generous yards for children to play. 
Built between the late 1960s and early 

1970s, most homes have two-car garages and 
lot sizes between 6,000 and 8,000 square feet. 

Adjacent to Willow West is “The Gates,” 
which has a similar feel as Willow West, but 
the homes were built in the 1980s. 

A hallmark of the new neighborhood 
was larger homes on spacious lots. In 1982, 
Woodhill Farms Development added to 
the community with a development called 
Woodmeadows. A few years later, Signature 
Homes completed it.

Eventually, the community became 
known as The Gates because most of the 
street names include the word "gate," such 
as Laramie Gate Circle, Sutter Gate Avenue, 
and Ross Gate Court.

The two neighborhoods are so cohesive 
the names are often used interchangeably by 
residents to describe where they live. 

Pleasanton’s central location within the 
Bay Area and family-friendly reputation 
brought The Gates residents Julie and Vehid 
Husenovich to the city in 1999. They moved 
to The Gates almost two years ago.

“We really enjoy living in The Gates,” 

Julie Husenovich said. “It’s a very friendly 
neighborhood.” 

The Husenovichs’ home is close to several 
walking trails and Ken Mercer Sports Park. 
They said they feel a sense of community 
and camaraderie with their neighbors in The 
Gates, and feel safe allowing their two young 
children to play outside in their cul-de-sac 
without the worry of heavy traffic. 

Willow West and The Gates are in close 
proximity to Mission Plaza and Amador 
Shopping centers. Between the two 
locations residents can fulfill their dining, 
grocery shopping, banking and packing 
and shipping needs. Also close by is 
downtown Pleasanton, which has a variety 
of businesses from fine-dining restaurants 
to clothing boutiques and financial 
institutions. 

Willow West is home to Pleasanton’s 
Bicentennial Park where Century House, 
a historic Victorian farmhouse turned 
community center, is located. Century 
House is available for residents to rent for 
showers and intimate gatherings. Residents 
living in the centralized Willow West/ 
The Gates neighborhoods have some of 
Pleasanton’s best features just minutes away 
from their front yards.

— Cierra Bailey, Pleasanton Weekly Staff
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FACTS
FIRE STATION: Station No. 3, 3200 
Santa Rita Road 
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Bicentennial Park
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Alisal Elementary, 
Hart Middle School, Amador Valley High 
School 
SHOPPING: Mission Plaza, Amador 
Center 
MEDIAN 2014 HOME PRICE: $855,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 2 

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Tim McGuire
Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Pleasanton
tmcguire@apr.com
TimMcguire.net
925.895.9950 
BRE #1349446
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Beyond Full Service A Concierge  
Approach To Real Estate
www.Tim McGuire.net
925.462.SOLD (7653)

Erika Vieler
Realtor®/Associate

925.201.8308
EVieler@apr.com

Tim McGuire
Realtor®/Leader

925.895.9950
TMcGuire@apr.com

Karen Carmichael
Client Services

Willow West Home
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Willow West Home
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Jeanne and I want to thank you for the services you provided to us 
in the recent sale of our home in Pleasanton.

Your “tough love” approach to discarding much of our 20-year 

took a while to realize that it is not how we view the home but how 
a perspective buyer views the home. The realization hit when we 

curb appeals well staged homes and cluttered homes.

Initially I also had some reservations regarding changing my 

show better than zucchini.

We also were surprised when you assisted in helping us trim our 
trees by pitching in and getting your hands dirty.  It showed you 
had a vested interest in selling our home for the highest possible 
price.

And it worked!

of placing it on the market allowed us to purchase a nice car.

and after the sale.

 
Bill & Jeanne Mikelonis

• Neighborhood specialist for over 15 years

• 18 years of experience selling residential Real Estate

• Over 300 Million Dollars in sold transactions

• Proven marketing strategies to ensure top dollar and induce multiple offers

• Skilled negotiator with an MBA and Certified Residential Specialist CRS designation

• Concierge services including a team of professionals to ready your home for market 
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Kottinger Ranch

S
urrounded by Pleasanton’s rolling 
hills on the southeast side of the city, 
Kottinger Ranch is a neighborhood 

complete with picturesque views overlooking 
the city, large lots and hiking trails. 

“This is certainly one of our favorite 
neighborhoods in Pleasanton for so many 
reasons,” said Realtor Phyllis Weiner. “It 
has a great location with easy access to 
downtown, shopping and freeways, but 
without the freeway noise.”

Ranging in size from about 2,700 to more 
than 4,000 square feet, Kottinger Ranch 
homes are one- and two-stories equipped 
with three-car garages. The neighborhood 
was developed between 1992 to 2000, 
making it one of Pleasanton’s newer 
communities. 

Homes in Kottinger Ranch can range 
from about $1,400,000 to more than 
$2,000,000 for the larger, custom homes. 

“For those looking for a smaller or less 
expensive home, there is the lower area of 
Kottinger Ranch with beautiful Duet style 
homes and a small area of detached garden 
style homes ranging in price from $700,000 
to $900,000,” said Realtor Peter McDowell. 

“They also enjoy all the amenities of the 
Kottinger Ranch neighborhood.”

The homeowners association is very active 
in Kottinger Ranch and offers a community 
clubhouse with a pool, tennis courts, park 
barbecues and picnic areas open to all 
residents of the neighborhood. 

Kottinger Ranch provides a quiet, 
exclusive atmosphere and is conveniently 
located just minutes away from Pleasanton’s 
lively downtown, the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds and Interstate 680 freeway. 
Three shopping centers are conveniently 
located just outside the neighborhood for 
residents to complete grocery shopping and 
miscellaneous errands. 

“Downtown is in walking distance, a 
favorite place to spend a Friday night, and the 
farmers market is  always on our schedule for 
Saturday mornings,” said Bob Holmgren.

Bob and his wife, Kathleen, lived in 
Kottinger Ranch for 13 years and raised 
their three children in the neighborhood. 
“We could not have picked a better place 
to live and raise our three children,” 
Holmgren said.  

— Cierra Bailey, Pleasanton Weekly Staff

weinermcdowell
                Concierge Real Estate™ Trust your home to the award winning 

Weiner McDowell Team!
Top 1% of Realtors Nationwide*

PHYLLIS WEINER, REALTOR®   

PWEINER@ROCKCLIFF.COM 

925.872.1416 
CalBRE #00673849

PETER MCDOWELL, REALTOR®   

PMCDOWELL@ROCKCLIFF.COM

925.209.0343
CalBRE #01361481 

®

“My husband Bill and I recently relocated from one home in 

Pleasanton to another, and Phyllis and Peter made our dream a reality!  

They assisted us in both our sale and purchase, and both transactions 

were smooth and pleasant from beginning to end.  They went above 

and beyond our expectations. Phyllis and Peter are a team that I would 

highly recommend for a positive, efficient and pleasant Real Estate 

experience! “  

Bill and Judy Sherry, Casterson Ct., Kottinger Ranch

“Prior to putting our home on the market we interviewed sev-

eral well respected Realtors to determine who would do the 

best job of marketing and representing our interests. After our 

first meeting with Peter and Phyllis we knew we had found the 

right team. Our goals were their first priority, not the sale. In 

the end we set a new sales record in terms of price for our area 

and feel this is due to the effective marketing and represen-

tation by Peter and Phyllis. Bob and Kathleen Holmgren 
Smallwood Ct.,  Kottinger Ranch, Pleasanton

“Phyllis and Peter made the process of selling a home and then find-

ing a new home much easier and less stressful. I found them to be 

easy to work with, competent, dependable, and honest.”  

Laura Hadley, Hearst Drive, Kottinger Ranch

Here is what your neighbors in Kottinger Ranch have to say about Phyllis and Peter…

FACTS
FIRE STATION: Station No. 4, 1600 Oak 
Vista Way 
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.
PARKS: Kottinger Ranch HOA 
POST OFFICE: 4300 Black Ave. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Vintage Hills 
Elementary, Pleasanton Middle, Foothill 
High
SHOPPING: New Leaf Market, Pleasanton 
Gateway Shopping Center, Oak Hills 
Shopping Center, Stoneridge Mall 
MEDIAN 2014 HOME SALE PRICE: 
$1,550,000
HOMES SOLD IN 2014: 8 

NEIGHBORHOOD SPONSOR

Weiner McDowell 
Concierge Real Estate
J. Rockcliff Realtors, 
Pleasanton
WeinerMcDowell.com
925.251.2585 
Weiner BRE #00673849 
McDowell  
BRE #01361481 

Phyllis Weiner and 
Peter McDowell 
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Visit the City of Pleasanton’s new website for a new and 
improved online experience featuring streamlined web services, 

a central information hub, user responsive design, and more! 
View it today on your smartphone or mobile device. 

Same address,  
all new look!

Visit www.cityofpleasantonca.gov
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APR.COM  |  PLEASANTON/LIVERMORE VALLEY  900 MAIN STREET   925.251.1111

Creating a home is like painting a masterpiece. . .

the art is making it look effortless. 

Let’s create together.


