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Via U.S. Mail and Email 

 

Bill Johnson 

Embarcadero Media 

Palo Alto Headquarters 

450 Cambridge Ave. 

Palo Alto, CA 94306 

 

         Re:  False and Defamatory Article by Pleasanton Weekly Publisher     

                Demand for Immediate Retraction and Apology to Deming Family 

 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

 

 Your September 16, 2015 letter confirms Embarcadero Media endorses the defamatory 

content in Ms. Channell-Allen’s article. You will not issue a retraction or an apology and believe 

there is nothing wrong with Pleasanton Weekly initiating communications with this firm with the 

subject “Media request for independent autopsy,” receiving detailed information to your 

reporter’s questions, and failing to disclose to readers that the real reason you did not publish the 

responses was because you did not like the answers you received. 

 

 Since your letter states that you cannot find a “single factual inaccuracy” in the 

Pleasanton Weekly article “why we chose not to run details of law firm’s press release,” we will 

list them: 

 

1. Ms. Bauer was provided with the actual results of the independent toxicology 

screen she requested.  In an email, Ms. Bauer asked if the screen tests for bath 

salts. It did.  It was not detected. Yet, Ms. Channell-Allen’s article states that John 

Jr. could have been on bath salts and provides a link to bath salts.  

 

2. Ms. Channell-Allen’s article falsely states that the toxicology results are 

inconclusive taken alone, because we do not know if there was offensive 

wounding.  This is false.  We know there was no offensive wounding from the 

autopsy which we informed Pleasanton Weekly in response to its request.  Ms. 

Channell-Allen failed to publish this information. 

 

3. Ms. Channell-Allen’s article states that the Geragos firm is a celebrity firm that is 

trying to send piecemeal press releases to the media.  As an initial matter, this firm 

primarily represents victims in officer involved shootings and those in catastrophic 
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injuries.  We had no intention of speaking with you or with Pleasanton Weekly 

until we were contacted by a Pleasanton Weekly reporter Ms. Bauer who initiated 

communications with us and requested we send her press releases and information, 

which Pleasanton Weekly now publically criticizes us for doing.  We also 

informed Ms. Bauer in response to her written requests that we have been trying to 

contact the Alameda County DA to share our results and compare them but no one 

has contacted us. Our efforts to work with the Alameda County DA which we 

informed Ms. Bauer of were intentionally omitted from the article. 

 

4. The article states it was not an “independent autopsy,” but that is exactly how Ms. 

Bauer referred to the autopsy (which it was) during communications with this firm 

(see her request, 9/10/15 “media request for independent autopsy”.)  Further, the 

article states it does not intend to impugn the results of NMS labs – a world-

renowned facility – and then proceeds to impugn the results by stating that NMS 

could have been bought off.  

 

5. Pleasanton Weekly reported in the past there were no body cameras, no witnesses, 

and no videos of the shooting.  This contradicts what Pleasanton PD previously 

stated in press releases and to other media.  Ms. Channell-Allen omits from her 

article that her reporter, Ms. Bauer stated in the past to this firm she would seek 

clarification from Lieutenant Breitzing because Pleasanton Weekly acknowledged 

the extreme grief the false reporting was causing the Deming Family (which is 

why John Sr. refused to speak directly with Ms. Bauer). Ms. Channell-Allen omits 

that the reason Pleasanton PD has stopped responding to media requests is because 

it was caught in this lie.  

 

6. Ms. Channell-Allen’s article states that the main purpose of the press release was 

to condemn operation urban shield.  That is false. The main purpose was to 

respond to Pleasanton Weekly’s request it initiated with this firm for the 

information it requested. In response to Ms. Bauer’s request if the Deming family 

would be attending urban shield, we explained that having operation urban shield 

steps away from where John Jr. died was offensive to the Deming family since the 

family has been provided no answers and only misinformation from Pleasanton PD 

at the same time Pleasanton PD flaunts the militarization of its police force at 

urban shield.  

 

7. Ms. Channell-Allen’s article states Pleasanton Weekly reviewed “only findings” of 

a toxicology report.  This is false.  Pleasanton Weekly was provided public records 

showing the officer involved in the homicide of John Jr., Officer Daniel Kunkel, 

had a lawsuit pending against Antioch PD in March 2014 when he transferred to 

Pleasanton PD and public records show his involvement in substantial firefights in 

Iraq.  That was not reported.  Pleasanton Weekly was informed that all of our 

findings would be turned over to the DA and that was not reported.  Pleasanton 

Weekly was provided search warrants, photographs, correspondence with 

Pleasanton PD, and that was not reported. Pleasanton Weekly was provided with 
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the conclusions reached by Dr. Cyril Wecht’s autopsy. So it is completely false for 

Ms. Channell-Allen to say she was only provided private toxicology findings.  

 

 The conclusion reached in the defamatory article that Pleasanton Weekly is not 

publishing details about the death of John Jr. based on “responsible journalism” is false.  

Responsible journalism, and the law, requires the truth.  You asked for examples of false 

statements and it is clear the offending article makes numerous false statements listed above and 

makes numerous material omissions of a defamatory nature. The reason Pleasanton Weekly is 

not publishing details is because it is protecting the Pleasanton PD which has had a history of 

hiring officers, including in this case the shooter Officer Kunkel, who have had a history of suing 

previous police departments for stress and other conduct.  

 

 Please let us know when the article will be corrected.  

 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

/s/ 

 

Mark Geragos 

GERAGOS & GERAGOS 

 
 
 

 


