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September 15, 2015 

 

 

Via U.S. Mail and Email 

 

Bill Johnson 

Embarcadero Media 

Palo Alto Headquarters 

450 Cambridge Ave. 

Palo Alto, CA 94306 

 

         Re:  False and Defamatory Article by Pleasanton Weekly Publisher     

                Demand for Immediate Retraction and Apology to Deming Family 

 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

 

 We represent the family of John Deming, Jr., an unarmed 19 year-old teenager who was 

shot and killed by the Pleasanton Police Department on July 5, 2015.  On numerous occasions 

following John Jr.’s death, we have been contacted by Pleasanton Weekly seeking comment. The 

Pleasanton Weekly writer who initiated communications with this firm is Meredith Bauer.  

 

 Yesterday, Gina Channell-Allen, the Publisher of Pleasanton Weekly and the President of 

Embarcadero Media’s East Bay Division published an article on behalf the paper with the title: 

“Why we chose not to run details of law firm’s press release."  The article can be found at the 

following link:  

 

http://www.pleasantonweekly.com/blogs/p/2015/09/14/why-we-chose-not-to-run-details-of-law-

firms-press-release 

  

  Ms. Channell-Allen’s article is false, misleading, and defamatory.  It was published with 

obvious malice and reckless disregard for the Deming Family, this firm, the truth, and the public 

(other than Pleasanton PD who obviously had a major hand in this article).   

 

To be clear, this firm did not contact Pleasanton Weekly.  Rather, Pleasanton Weekly 

writer Ms. Bauer requested the information from this firm on September 10, 2015 – as she has 

done on several occasions before by email and phone.  Ms. Bauer continued to request detailed 

information the next day on September 11, 2015 as well.  
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In good faith, we continued to provide answers to each and every request and question by 

Ms. Bauer in the interest of complete transparency.  

 

  During our communications with Pleasanton Weekly (initiated by Pleasanton Weekly), 

we expressed concern to Ms. Bauer regarding the reporting by the newspaper.  There were 

glaring contradictions in statements made by the Pleasanton PD and published by Pleasanton 

Weekly.   Further, Pleasanton Weekly deliberately omitted facts critical of the Department.  We 

explained to Ms. Bauer that we would not make John Sr. available for an interview with the 

paper until the statements published by Pleasanton Weekly and attributed to Pleasanton PD 

Lieutenant Jeff Breitzing were cleared up, specifically regarding contradictory statements 

regarding the issuance of body cameras.  Ms. Bauer stated she “completely understood” the 

concerns and why the statements she published “would be worrisome to Mr. Deming.”  Ms. 

Bauer stated “I am going to clarify this with Lt. Breitzing today to clarify whether this was a 

misunderstanding, whether he learned new information before talking with me, etc.”   

 

No clarification was ever provided.  

 

Ms. Channell-Allen’s duplicitous article seeks credit and public accolade at the expense 

of the reputation of a deceased 19-year old teenager and his grieving family, by bragging about 

not publishing information that her paper requested from the Deming Family. Not only does 

Ms. Channell-Allen omit that she initiated communications for the information she now 

disclaims, Ms. Channell-Allen’s article continues the Pleasanton PD’s campaign to defame John 

Jr. by linking his death with the use of drugs and “bath salts.”  Where did that come from?  Did 

she just make that up?   

 

Ms. Channell-Allen continues to publish verbatim the Pleasanton PD press release that 

has already been scientifically discredited (there are no taser marks found, no offensive 

wounding found, and shots not at close range).  Pleasanton Weekly refuses to publish that the 

officer involved in the shooting, Daniel Kunkel, who is now claimed to be the only witness to the 

shooting (despite the Pleasanton PD press release describing a containment perimeter and chase 

involving a number of officers) had been permitted to transfer to Pleasanton PD in March 2014 

while he had active litigation pending against his former police department, Antioch PD, for 

stress.   

 

It has become a sad reality that Pleasanton Weekly is nothing but a shrill propaganda arm 

for Pleasanton PD.  Pleasanton Weekly has no credibility and not a shred of journalistic 

independence and integrity based on Ms. Channell-Allen’s conduct.  Ms. Channell-Allen’s 

malicious, reckless, and defamatory conduct has caused significant damage which we hereby 

demand be rectified immediately.   
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Specifically, we demand that Pleasanton Weekly immediately retract the offending 

article.  

 

We demand that Pleasanton Weekly issue and apology to the Deming Family.   

 

We demand that Pleasanton Weekly issue a public correction by publishing this letter on 

its homepage. 

 

Please take notice that nothing in this letter shall be construed as waiver of all available 

legal rights and remedies on behalf of the Deming Family and this firm to pursue all appropriate 

actions against Embarcadero Media, Pleasanton Weekly, Ms. Channell-Allen, and Ms. Meredith 

Bauer.   

 

We look forward to promptly resolving this matter in the public interest.  

 

Very truly yours, 

 

/s/ 

 

Mark Geragos 

GERAGOS & GERAGOS 

 

cc: Gina Channell-Allen; Meredith Bauer  
 
 

 


